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The Texas program of vocational agriculture education has been 
a cooperative movement involving many thousands of individuals through­
out the state during the past forty years. Usually each Individual 
who has participated in the program has been identified with one or 
more of the following groups: State Legislatures, the State Board for
Vocational Education, the State Department of Agricultural Education, 
teacher trainers, area supervisors, local boards of education, local 
administrators, teachers of vocational agriculture, students of voca­
tional agriculture, Future Farmers of America, adult and young farmer 
groups, parents of students and FFA members, and countless laymen who 
have demonstrated a genuine Interest in the program. Each segment or 
group has had a key role in developing the program of vocational agri­
culture in Texas, and to all those groups, past and present, this study 
is respectfully dedicated.
Since 1928 the writer has been a member of, or closely associated 
with, five of the groups which have been very active in developing vo­
cational agriculture in Texas. The writer wishes to make a special 
dedication to one individual within each group, because each has been 
of special significance to him.
To my teacher of vocational agriculture, K. D. Willingham, this 
study is especially dedicated. Because of the many revealing events
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I experienced in his classes, and not from any special solicitation 
on his part, I decided to become a teacher of vocational agriculture.
He, like many teachers of vocational agriculture in the estimation of 
their students, was the best in Texas.
To my teacher trainer, E. R. Alexander, this study is also dedi­
cated. I am grateful to him for impressing upon me the duties and re­
sponsibilities of teachers of vocational agriculture. Probably with 
less success than with many other of his trainees, he taught me some 
of the techniques of thinking through many provoking problems.
To J. B. Rutland, State Supervisor and State FFA Advisor, who
served in both capacities longer than any other individual, I am grate­
ful. I have enjoyed many years of pleasant association with Mr. Rutland 
as a member of the State Department of Agricultural Education. He pro­
vided me with many helpful suggestions on conducting effective local 
FFA programs.
To my first area supervisor, R. A. (Pat) Shaw, this study is 
also dedicated. Pat was a supervisor from the old school of "get the 
job done, and do it on time." I greatly appreciated his straightforward 
approach to problems and his predominant desire to keep his area in the 
class with the best.
To one of my former students of vocational agriculture, Otto J. 
Brittian, Jr., Lufkin, this study is also dedicated. Otto was awarded 
the American Farmer degree In 1941. Today he is a successful rancher 
and a constant reminder that vocational agriculture is achieving, in
ill
some measure, one of Its original purposes.
In dedicating the study to five specific Individuals, I also 
dedicate it to all individuals who have been associated in the past 
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It Is true that an historical study is dependent primarily 
upon the records or events which occurred within the period Involved; 
however, the completion of this study has been made less difficult by 
the cooperation of many individuals situated In key positions. The 
writer Is Indebted to a host of men and women who have unselfishly 
assisted in many ways to make the study possible.
Credit is given to Dr. M. C. Gaar and Mr. Harry Braud, Depart­
ment of Agricultural Education, Louisiana State University, for sug­
gesting that the possibilities of such a study be investigated, and 
that the task be attempted If sufficient data prove available. To 
other members of that department, Dr. J. C. Floyd, Head, Dr. Morris 
Abrams, and Dr. Roy L. Davenport, Director of Resident Teaching in the 
College of Agriculture, the writer is grateful for helpful suggestions 
concerning the organization and presentation of data.
Many of the early publications about vocational agriculture in 
Texas are no longer available through conventional sources. Many such 
publications were secured from the personal libraries of Dr. J. D. 
Blackwell, University of Maryland, Dr. D. C. McIntosh, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, Mr. J. B. Rutland, Austin, Texas, and Mr. E. R. Alexander, 
College Station, Texas, B. A. Reid, Plneland, T. E. Cummings, Alto,
R. J. Eddins, Center, 0. L. Marsh, Woodvllle, J. M. Glasscock, Chester, 
and Charles J. Floyd, Spurger.
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A group of Individuals in the Texas Educational Agency were 
very cooperative In making the primary records available, and they 
assisted In many ways in reducing the time necessary to collect the 
most useful data. The Group included: Dr. J. W. Edgar, Commissioner
of Education; Mrs. Stella Mae Floyd, Administrative Assistant to the 
Commission of Education; Miss Sammle Bradley, secretary In the Office 
of the Commissioner of Education; M. A. Browning, Assistant Commis­
sioner for Vocational Education; George H. Hurt, Director, Vocational 
Agricultural Education; J. A. Marshall, Assistant Director, Vocational 
Agricultural Education; E. C. Weekley, Consultant, Vocational Agri­
cultural Education; and Mrs. Thelma Metzger and Mrs. Lois T. Johnson, 
Secretaries, Vocational Agricultural Education.
Snapshots and published teaching aids from the files of the 
Department of Agricultural Education, Agricultural and Mechanical 
College, were provided by E, V. Walton, Henry Ross, Dr. Jarrell Gray, 
and Dr. Earl H. Knebel. J. R. Jackson of the same department provided 
a wealth of data about the State Association of Young Farmers of Texas. 
Members of teacher training staffs at the other Texas teacher training 
institutions provided data concerning teaching personnel and the 
training programs in their departments. Those men were: Ray Chappelle
and L. M. Hargrave, Texas Technological College; S. V. Burks, Texas 
College of Arts and Industries; J. L. Moses, G. H. Morrison, and 
Vannoy Stewart, Sam Houston State Teachers College; Dr. T. R. Buie, 
Southwest Texas State Teachers College; Dr. J. R. Hamilton, East Texas 
State Teachers College; and, in addition, H. L. Heaton, Registrar,
xl
Agricultural and Mechanical College, who made available the annual 
bulletins of that institution.
The data concerning the Vocational Agriculture Teachers’ 
Association of Texas were provided by Mr. and Mrs. Lewis B, Taylor, 
Austin, and Herman W. Williams, Gladewater, Texas.
Senator Ottis E. Lock, Lufkin, and Miss Doris H. Connerly, 
Legislative Reference Librarian, Texas State Library, Austin, Texas, 
were especially helpful in locating the Legislative Acts pertaining 
to vocational agriculture In Texas.
Several institutions of higher learning In Texas were engaged 
in training teachers of elementary agriculture prior to 1917, but did 
not engage in training teachers of vocational agriculture. Information 
concerning those early teacher training programs were provided by Dr. 
Logan Wilson, President, and Rex Jackson of the University of Texas;
Dr. Alex Dickie, Registrar, North Texas State College; and Francis W. 
Emerson, Dean of Admlsslons-Registrar, Texas State College for Women.
Several individuals rendered valuable assistance In collecting 
data for the biographies of deceased early leaders. The group includes: 
Dr. Logan Wilson, President, The University of Texas; Mrs. J'. H. Hinds, 
Houston; James P. Bressler, Williamsport Technical Institute, Williams­
port, Pennsylvania; Dr. Glenn Bressler, Pennsylvania State University, 
University Park, Pennsylvania; Dr. R. G. Bressler, Jr., University of 
California, Berkeley, California; and J. J. Brown, Director, Vocational 
Rehabilitation, Austin, Texas.
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The following list of Individuals assisted In selecting the 
representative men to contribute narratives of their experiences in 
the program of vocational agriculture: George H. Hurt, J* A, Marshall,
J. B. Rutland and J. J. Brown, Austin; Ray Chappelle, Lubbock; S. V. 
Burks, Kingsville; J. L. Moses, Huntsville; E. R. Alexander and E. V. 
Walton, College Station; L. I. Samuel, Denton; A. B. Childers, Waco; 
Lewis B. Taylor, Austin; Joe B. Winkle, Pittsburg; Alton Ice, Sherman;
F. A. Lloyd, Mesquite; S. A. Beckham, Sulphur Springs; T. E. Cummings, 
Alto; B. A. Reid, PIneland; R. T. Kerr, Baytown; and R. J. Eddlns, 
Center.
The following group took the time to share their experiences of 
the past In the field of vocational agriculture: former Governor W. P.
Hobby, Houston; W, N. Elam, Washington, D. C.; W. B. Melton, Hondo, 
Texas; J. B. Rutland, Austin, Texas; E. R. Alexander, College Station, 
Texas; J. C. Dykes, Washington, D. C.; Ray Chappelle, Lubbock, Texas;
S. V. (Billy) Burks, Kingsville, Texas; K. D. Willingham, Austin, Texas; 
Robert A. Manire, Republic of Panama; W. E. (Bill) Williams, Alpine, 
Texas; Joe B. Winkle, Pittsburg, Texas; and Mrs. J. C. Shoultz, Grape- 
land, Texas.
The following Individuals provided photographs: Mrs. K. D.
Willingham, and Mrs. J. B. Rutland, Austin; Mrs. R. A. Shaw, Tatum;
Mrs. J. C. Shoultz, Grapeland; Mrs. Otto J. Brlttlan, Jr., Lufkin;
Nolan Alders, Nacogdoches; and the Photographic and Visual Aids 
Laboratory, Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College, College Station.
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The writer is grateful to Ur. J. L. Moses, Head of the Depart­
ment of Agricultural Education, Sam Houston State Teachers College and 
Mr* S. W. McKewen, Registrar, Stephen F. Austin State College for 
making the files of their offices available for examination and col­
lection of data.
To Dr. Paul Boynton, President, Stephen F. Austin State College, 
and Dr. John L. Sullivan, Head of Department of Agriculture, at the 
same Institution, the writer is grateful for being permitted to take a 
leave-of-absence during the spring semester 1956-57 in order to attend 
graduate school.
To Dr. and Mrs. Harry L, Frissell, Nacogdoches, Texas, the 
writer Is deeply indebted for proof reading the manuscript and making 
many helpful suggestions concerning the mechanics of the study.
The writer is grateful to his brother and sister-in-law, Dr. 
and Mrs. Ralph T. Green, Austin, for the many courtesies extended 
hiip during visits to that city to collect data for the study.
Above all else, the writer is not unmindful of the many sacri­
fices made by his wife, Hildegarde; daughter, Peggy Ann; and sen,
Jimmy, in order for their husband and father to attend graduate school 
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abstract
This study traces the development of vocational agricultural 
education in Texas from its beginning in 1917, through the school 
year 1956-57. Each phase of the program, conducted on a state level, 
is traced through its stages of development independently. The study 
deals specifically with the following phases of the program: the all­
day program, state FFA association, adult and young farmer educational 
programs, programs for training teachers of vocational agriculture, ad­
ministration and supervision of the program, history of the Vocational 
Agriculture Teachers1 Association of Texas, and biographies of the 
early leaders of the state's program of vocational agriculture.
To accomplish such an undertaking, it was necessary to locate 
and carefully examine records and publications located In various parts 
of the state, and, in several instances, outside the state. Many indi­
viduals were interviewed for the purpose of clarifying the data in 
existing records. The data was carefully analysed for important con­
tent, and the functional portions were organized and assembled to form 
the study.
The teaching of agriculture was introduced in the secondary 
schools of Texas in 1903, and the teaching of elementary agriculture 
was required by law after 1907. The departments of vocational agri­
culture have increased from twenty-eight white departments in 1917 to 
907 departments in 1956-57. The program, as it grew and expanded,
xxv
incorporated many new ideas and practices; namely, a state Judging 
contest, systematic procedure for developing the local long-time pro­
gram and annual teaching plans, expanding the curriculum to include 
farm mechanics, district supervision of the program, formation of a 
state FFA association, organizing educational programs for adult and 
young farmers, conducting annual conferences for teachers of vocational 
agriculture, and providing specialists to assist teachers with problems 
in technical agriculture. Those ideas and practices of their basic 
principles, which were introduced before 1930, form the major portions 
of the present day program.
Supervision, as provided at the present time, is delegated to 
ten area supervisors. Each supervisor is responsible for ninety or 
more departments of vocational agriculture. Area supervisors, thus 
burdened with a large number of departments, must provide assistance 
to groups of teachers rather than individuals. Local supervision 
would be greatly increased by transferring those functions to local 
administrators.
Since 1935, the Texas program of vocational agriculture has been 
promoted, almost exclusively, through the state FFA association. The 
FFA movement in Texas was greatly accelerated through a monthly publi­
cation, state FFA conventions, contests, and degree advancements.
Another association, The Young Farmers of Texas, was organized 
in 1953, and twenty-two local and county chapters had affiliated with 
the state association by June 30, 1957. There are many indications 
that the association will play a decided role in the future in stimu-
xxv i
lating the young farmer education program in Texas.
White teachers of vocational agriculture are trained at seven 
colleges of the state. It has been a practice of the State Board, for 
Vocational Education to approve additional teacher training institu­
tions as the number of departments of vocational agriculture Increased 
within the state.
The policies of the State Board for Vocational Education, par- 
taining to vocational agriculture, are administered by an Assistant 
Commissioner of Bducation and the personnel in the State Department 
of Agricultural Education.
A state association of the teachers of vocational agriculture 
was organized in 1940-41. The association enjoys almost unanimous 
support from the teachers of vocational agriculture, even though the 
annual dues are one half of one per cent of a teacher’s salary. The 
association has dedicated Its efforts toward improving vocational agri­
culture and the Texas Association of. the Future Farmers of America.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF PROBLEM
I. INTRODUCTION
The history of vocational education Is the history of Man.
The problems of primitive man centered around the tasks of getting 
food, seeking shelter and protecting himself from the dangers of the 
particular environment. Those basic problems of vocational education 
have remained the same down through the centuries to the present time. 
The expansion in vocational education has been in the improvement of 
methods and techniques for solving the basic problems of getting food, 
seeking shelter and protecting himself from dangers. Man was forced 
to perform certain tasks to satisfy his elementary needs; through ex­
perience he was able to improve the technique, and the knowledge was 
learned by each succeeding generation with slight changes. From father 
to son, the knowledge and experience of one generation was passed on to 
the next.
The second type of vocational training was the apprenticeship 
system used for training In a special trade. This method of training 
was brought to America by the first colonists. The ,f01d Deluter" Law 
of 1647 was the first such law to require universal education for chil­
dren of English speaking people. The law led to the establishment of 
Latin grammar schools which spread to embrace all of New England. In 
Virginia and the Southern Colonies the ruling classes did not want the 
masses to be educated, because they feared that widespread public
2
education would wreck their aristocratic social and economic system.
The English Calvinist Puritans were predominant in New England, and 
they were more progressive in educational matters. They alone gave 
explicit recognition to the responsibility of the state for the sup­
port and control of education. To this they added the principle that 
the state had the right to require children to take advantage of op­
portunities provided by the state.
The curriculum of the Latin grammar school was cultural in 
nature, and was of very little assistance in solving the problems of 
an everyday world. The decline of the Latin grammar school began at 
the opening of the eighteenth century. Americans of that period were 
practical and materialistic in their thinking, and it was only natural 
for them to turn to a type of education that would Improve their labor 
efficiency. A movement, known as the Great Awakening, brought about a 
new interest in all education, especially, education above the elemen­
tary level. During that period impetus was centered around the equality 
of men, and the importance of the common man. Out of this period of un­
rest came an educational ideal which Insisted that a school's curriculum 
should meet the needs of the time.
A new type of school, the Academy, was introduced in the early 
part of the eighteenth century. Benjamin Franklin is credited with 
the idea of the American academy. Franklin's academy was to prepare 
youth for business in an English school free of foreign languages. The 
idea of the academy was well received in all the colonies, because the 
primary aim was to prepare youth for life.
3
The English Classical School of Boston was opened In May, 1821, 
with enrollment of over one hundred students. Three years later, in 
1824, by official vote the name of this school was designated the Eng­
lish High School. Thus was introduced a name in the school system that 
was distinctly American. The high school was Just another step in a 
chain of events representing America’s attempt to provide practical and 
universal education for the children of the land.1
The Agricultural Societies of North America, which enjoyed a 
period of phenomenal growth during the latter part of the nineteenth 
century, had a tremendous influence in the field of agriculture. The 
societies did much to improve the position of agriculture within the 
communities and states. A national agricultural society was founded 
in June, 1852, at a meeting of delegates from twenty-three states and 
territories. The United States Agricultural Soeiaty began almost im­
mediately to discuss national agricultural problems. One of the first 
objectives was to get Congress to establish an agricultural department 
in the Federal Government. However, the Society played a very influ­
ential role in shaping the government’s policies relative to agricul­
ture, and it would be impossible to evaluate their total efforts in 
bringing about movements that resulted in definite programs of action.
During the period from 1862 to 1917 a series of Federal Laws 
were enacted which established agriculture as a curriculum, with some 
degree of respectability, in all levels of the American educational
1Nelson L. Bossing, Principles of Secondary Education (New York: 
Prentiee-Hall Inc., 1949), pp. 94-112.
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system. In 1862 the first Morrill Act was passed, which provided for 
the establishment of a land-grant college in each state through land 
grants to the several states. In 1887 Congress enacted the Hatch Act, 
which provided for the establishment of State Agricultural Bj^ertment 
Stations, and In most cases they were set up In connection with the 
land-grant colleges. In 1914 Congress passed the Smlth-Lever Act, 
which led to the establishment of the Agricultural Extension Service. 
Other enabling acts were passed from time to time to extend the bene­
fits of those basic Acts.2
Prom the time of the first Morrill Act of 1862 to the passage 
of the Smlth-Lever Act of 1914, the Interest was centered around the 
needs of adults In agricultural or educational programs above the 
secondary school level. Several bills were introduced that would have 
extended federal aid to the Instruction of farm youth below college 
grade; sueh legislation failed to get the necessary support from 
Congress, but the interest in vocational education at the secondary 
school level did not diminish. Several states were not content to wait 
for Federal Aid, and established programs of vocational education. 
Massachusetts established the first state system of vocational educa­
tion, and other states soon followed with similar programs. The 
National Society for the Promotion of Industrial Education was formed 
on November 16, 1906, and took a leading role in organizing support
2Alfred Charles True, A History of Agricultural Bducatlon In 
the United States 1785-1925, Miscellaneous Publication No. 36 (Wash­
ington, D.C.: United states Government Printing Office, 1929), pp. 7- 
290.
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for federal aid to vocational education at the secondary school level. 
By 1907 they hed formed committees In thlrty-Bix states to gain the 
confidence of the country.
In 1914 the Page-Wilson Bill, which would provide federal aid 
to Industrial, agricultural, and home economics education In secondary 
schools, and the Smlth-Lever Bill, which would establish the Extension 
Service, were pending before Congress. Friends of each Bill feared 
they could not muster enough support to pass both Bills at the same 
session, and an agreement was reached between Senator Hoke Smith and 
officers of the Society. Senator Smith agreed that If the Smlth-Lever 
Bill were adopted he would offer a resolution creating a commission to 
study the problems of the Page-Wllson Bill. The Smlth-Lever Act was 
adopted, and the President appointed a nine member commission to study 
the needs of vocational education. The Commission on National Aid to 
Vocational Education submitted a report to Congress on June 1, 1914.
The Commission’s proposed bill was referred to Senator Hoke Smith and 
Congressman Dudley Hughes for sponsorship In the respective Houses of 
Congress. The proposed legislation was known as the Smlth-Hughes Bill. 
Many things came up to delay action on the Bill even though there was 
little opposition. Finally, on February 23, 1917, the President signed 
the Smith-Hughes Act to set in motion the beginning of a national pro- 
gram of vocational education.
2Layton.S. Hawkins, Charles A. Prosser, John C. Wright, 
Development of Vocational Education (Chicago: American Technical
Society, 1951), pp. 61-119.
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II. THE PROBLEM
Statement of the problem. To write an account of all phases 
of the development of vocational agricultural education In Texas from 
1917 through the school year 1956-57.
Definition of the problem. To accomplish the task of describing 
the development of vocational agriculture In Texas has required that 
the following steps be completed: first, locating all the available
records; second, carefully inspecting and analyzing the records; third, 
selecting functional content; and fourth, describing the most Important 
events In such a manner as to picture accurately the development of 
vocational agriculture on a statewide basis. Certain events were of 
special Importance to the development of vocational agriculture In 
Texas, and they cannot be summarized without sacrificing the philosophy 
underlying the movements that produced the state's agricultural educa­
tional program of today. Many of those events will be presented, as a 
whole or in part, Just as they were recorded.
Delimitation of the problem. This study Is limited to the 
development of vocational agricultural education In the white schools 
of Texas.
Purpose of the study. Probably many reasons for a study of this 
nature could be listed, but two are of primary Importance. First, to 
describe accurately and briefly the various changes that have taken 
place In each phase of the program, since Its Inception In 1917, will 
reveal the progress that has been made, and it may, in some instances,
7
indicate the courses to be taken in the future. Bxperience serves
little or no purpose unless the knowledge gained is used to guide
present and future actions. Over a period of forty years certain 
tendencies and philosophies must have developed to a degree which will 
Influence the Texas vocational agricultural program in the future. One 
purpose of this study is to glean from the past those experiences that 
will serve vocational agriculture best. More attention will be given 
to the earlier years of* the program than to the latter, because the
records and memories of those years are quietly fading into a form of
bare statistical annals for future generations to read and ponder.
Secondly, a study of this nature has an historical value. It 
will serve as a readily accessible source of information about people 
and events in vocational agriculture in Texas during its first forty 
years of development. Diligent efforts will be made to give due credit 
to the individuals who made the most worthwhile contributions to the 
development of vocational agriculture In Texas since the beginning in 
1917. The time and place that these events took place are important 
data to record for future reference. For some unknown reason people 
assign a great value to "firsts" in history, and wherever possible the 
first appearance of an Idea or practice will be noted. This study will 
bring together the many important parts of the whole program of voca­
tional agricultural education in Texas.
There is a third purpose that should be mentioned in passing. 
This purpose concerns the opportunities of the present time. Many of 
the individuals who lived and worked in the field of vocational agri­
culture In Texas during the past forty years are still living, and have
8
vivid, and accurate recollections of Important recorded and unrecorded 
events which will be lost after their death. In addition, there is 
always a chance that statistical records themselves may be lost or 
destroyed. One example is that of the State Judging Contest, which is 
one of the oldest contests in numbers of years in which vocational agri­
cultural high school students have participated. The contest has 
always been held on the campus of Texas A. and M. College, and a few 
years ago those records were destroyed, because the space they occupied 
was more urgently needed for some other purpose considered to be more 
valuable. This one example illustrates why the opportunities of the 
present should be used to the best advantage while a wealth of material 
is Intact.
Sources of data. Vocational agriculture has always been 
partially subsidized with Federal Funds, and the Federal Board for Vo­
cational Education and the United States Office of Education, Voca­
tional Division, have required the several states to give an accurate 
and full account of the disbursement of its funds. In order to fulfill 
this requirement the Texas State Department of Vocational Education has 
accumulated a vast amount of factual records over a forty year period. 
The State Department of Vocational Agriculture maintains an index file 
of all teachers of vocational agriculture since 1917, and all of the 
high school departments of vocational agriculture for the same period.
In 1917 vocational agriculture was new in all of its aspects, 
and the teachers in the field knew very little about the many phases 
of the work. The Texas State Administrative Staff realized the
9
inadequacy of the training of early classroom teachers, and in an 
attempt to alleviate the situation, the staff wrote and distributed 
many teaching aids.
The State Board for Vocational Education from the beginning, 
has followed the practice of keeping minutes of each board meeting.
In many instances the minutes are incomplete, but they are a source 
of Information.
The Texas Future Farmer Association has published a periodical 
since its beginning in 1928. Beginning in 1937 this organization has 
published, in one form or another, the proceeding of its state con­
ventions.
The college catalogues of various teacher training institutions 
in Texas provide valuable Information about the establishment of de­
partments of Vocational Agriculture, the names and tenure of faculty 
members, and the number of men trained to teach vocational agriculture. 
In those institutions of Texas where graduate studies are conducted 
can be found theses dealing with research in certain phases, of the vo­
cational agriculture programs in Texas.
In order to obtain accurate information about the early leaders, 
a personal data blank (see Appendix XI) was prepared and sent to those 
Individuals still living, or to the next of kin of those deceased.
Definitions of Terms
Definitions of the following terms are provided because they are 
used primarily in the program of vocational agriculture. Some of the
10
terms are used almost exclusively in association with the Texas pro­
gram of vocational agriculture, and they have been defined for that 
reason.
1. All-day Classes— An all-day class is one which is organ­
ized in a secondary school for pupils who wish to secure 
systematic instruction in agriculture. The characteristics 
. . .  include the following:
a. Instruction dealing with practical farm problems.
b. Instructors qualified in agriculture by both special 
training and practical experience.
c. Sufficient school time is provided to allow for—
(1) Class, laboratory, and farm-shop instruction.
(2) Studies and observation in the field.4
2. Day-unit Classes— A day-unlt class is one that is planned 
to meet the needs of youth desiring agricultural instruc­
tion as a foundation for farming, but who are not classi­
fied or enrolled in a grade that is served by an all-day 
program in that school. Day-unit classes may be planned 
on a circuit so that one teacher may serve more than one 
school.
3. Young Farmer Classes (formerly known as Part-time Classes)—  
Young farmer classes are designed to meet the needs of 
young men who are establishing themselves in farming oc­
cupations. The instruction In these classes is so planned 
that it will serve youth who are legally out of school and 
who may or may not have had previous instruction in voca­
tional agriculture. It Is essential that the program be 
flexible enough to meet the instructional needs of such 
individuals with varying educational attainments and farming 
experience,6
4. Adult Farmer Classes— Adult farmer classes are planned 
to assist adult farmers by developing their ability to 
solve their specific farming problems. In order that in­
struction may be systematic and effective, it should be
Administration of Vocational Education. Vocational Education 
Bulletin No. 1, General Series No. 1, Revised 1946 (Washington, D. C.: 




so planned that the work done in 1 year will show 
definite relationship to that offered in previous 
years, as well as that planned for succeeding years,
. . . There shall be not less than 10 meetings totaling 
at least 20 hours, over a period of not less than 2 
weeks in any 1 year.
5. Teacher Circuits— Two or three neighboring schools whleh 
for the lack of funds, or students, or both are cooperating 
in securing the services of a teacher of vocational agri­
culture. More recently the teacher circuits in Texas have 
been organized with only two schools operating, and the 
teacher spends an equal amount of time in each community.
6. Local FFA Chapter Adviser or Advisor— Teachers of voca­
tional agriculture serve as local chapter advisors.® Both 
forms of spelling, advisor and adviser, have been used in 
Texas.
7. Long-time Program and Annual Teaching Plans— Every 
teacher of vocational agriculture in Texas is required to 
prepare and submit to the area supervisor, once every three 
years, a long-time program for vocational agriculture in 
the community, and annual teaching plans for each year's 
work offered in the all-day program of vocational agricul­
ture. The long-time program and annual teaching plans are 
based upon community problems discovered through extensive 
surveys made by the teacher of vocational agriculture.9
Organization of the Study
This study is organized in the following manner: Chapter I
contains the introduction, a statement of the problem, a definition 
of the problem, delimitations of the problem, purpose of the study, 
sources of the data, and definition of terms. Chapter II is devoted
7Ibid., p. 41.
QOfficial Manual for Future Farmers of America (Baltimore, 
Maryland: French-Bray Company, 1956), p. 7.
9Suggested guide with Annual Teaching Plans. Building a Local 
Program In Vocational Agriculture (Austin, Texas: Texas Education
Agency, 1954), 53 pp.
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to a review of related studies. Chapter III gives an account of 
agricultural instruction in the secondary publle schools of Texas. 
Chapter IV traces the development of The Future Farmer movement in 
Texas. Chapter V is devoted to the adult and young farmer educational 
programs in Texas. Chapter VI deals with Texas' program for training 
teachers of vocational agriculture. Chapter VII is devoted to the 
administration and supervision of vocational agriculture in Texas. 
Chapter VIII provides a brief history of The Vocational Agriculture 
Teachers' Association of Texas. Chapter IX contains biographies of 
early leaders, and Chapter X contains the summary, conclusions, and 
recommendations. Following Chapter X will be found an addendum devoted 
to the personal experiences of several individuals in the field of vo­
cational agriculture.
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
Very little has been written about the development of Voca­
tional Agricultural Education in Texas, except for the development that 
took place from year to year. Several groups of raw statistical data 
have been accumulated by the State Department of Agricultural Education. 
Such data, if properly arranged, would, reveal the growth or retrench­
ment of the various phases of the State’s program since 1917. The 
majority of the research studies concerning vocational agriculture in 
Texas have sought to determine conditions, as they existed in the pro­
gram or some phase of it, at the time the studies were made. Such 
studies, when considered collectively, are valuable as spot checks In 
the development of some phases of vocational agriculture. Many of the 
studies, even when limited to some narrow phase of the program, have 
been confined to a particular region or area of the state. Even though 
many of the research studies of vocational agriculture in Texas have 
limited historical value, they do lend valuable support to this study 
of the development of vocational agricultural education since 1917.
There has been only one comprehensive study made of the state’s 
total program of vocational agriculture. Howell's* study was completed
^Leander D. Howell, "Vocational Agriculture In Texas Since 1917 
Under The Provisions of the Smith-Hughes Act” (unpublished Master's 




In 1922, and was devoted to the development during the first five 
years of the program, 1917-1922. Howell's study revealed that 
phenomenal expansion had taken place in all active phases of the pro­
gram during the five year period; for example, departments of voca­
tional agriculture increased 356 per cent; the number of students 
increased 530 per cent; during the last four of the five years, com­
munity fairs conducted by teachers of vocational agriculture Increased 
400 per cent; and during the last three of the five years, the interest 
in contests increased greatly. The study also revealed that teachers 
of vocational agriculture had, on the average, 2.37 times as much 
training in secondary or college science, 1.27 times as much profes­
sional training, 1.96 times as much training in economics and sociology, 
and 3.54 times as much training in technical agriculture than the 
teacher of non-vocational agriculture. Other significant findings of 
the study were: about sixty-five per cent of all students of vocational
agriculture came from the farm, about thirty-eight to forty per cent of 
all students of vocational agriculture continue to go to school after 
quitting vocational agriculture courses in high school, and about 
forty per cent of the students of vocational agriculture make farming 
their vocation after taking agricultural courses in high school.
pMoses, did a study of the per capita cost of instruction in 
classes of vocational agriculture in certain types of farming (.areas .of
2James Luther Moses, "The Per Capita Cost of Instruction in 
High-School Classes of Vocational Agriculture in Certain Types of 
Farming Areas of Texas" (unpublished Master's thesis, Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of Texas, College Station, 1935), pp. 21.
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Texas. The study covered the period from 1917-18 to 1933-34. The 
per capita cost varied from $22.48 in 1917 to a maximum of $94.10 In 
1920-21. The cost of Instruction decreased gradually each year until 
1927-28, when It was reduced almost $20.00 In one year. The per capita 
cost decreased steadily until It reached $41.28 in 1933-34. He found 
that the enrollment In vocational agriculture Increased 2,250 per cent 
from 1917-18 to 1933-34, and the total cost of instruction varied from 
$13,959.96 in 1917-18 to $649,111.25 In 1932-33. The per capita cost 
was highest in the Blackland section and lowest in the Plney Woods 
section of the state.
Sowers, made a study of the causes for dropped departments of 
vocational agriculture in the high schools of Texas. Bight reasons 
were given by 72.18 per cent of the replies, which included the 
following: per capita cost too high, enrollment in vocational agri­
culture too low, salary of teachers too high, the teachers failed to 
sell their work, teachers were inefficient, teachers failed to cooperate, 
and the course was- not popular with the students. He found that ninety- 
eight per cent of the departments which were retained during 1929-33 
had chartered FFA Chapters, and only forty-six per cent of the dropped 
departments of vocational agriculture had chartered FFA Chapters. For 
the same period, he found that retained departments had an average 
enrollment of twenty-three students. The period covered in Sower's
^Joseph Cullen Sowers, "Some of the Causes for Dropped Depart­
ments of Vocational Agriculture in High Schools of Texas" (unpublished 
Master's thesis, Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, College 
Station, 1934), pp. 26.
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study was from 1920-21 to 1932-33, and Included 207 white schools 
which retained departments of vocational agriculture and 153 which 
dropped the department.
Ice,4 made an occupational study of students of vocational 
agriculture In Texas, 1930-1948, who had received the American Parmer 
degree in the Future Farmers of America. There were 256 students of 
vocational agriculture in Texas who had been awarded the American 
Farmer degree in the period covered by the study. At the time the
5study was completed, ten of the 256 were deceased. The study revealed 
the farming status of 201 American Farmers of Texas to be the following:
1. American Farmers of Texas engaged only in farming or 
ranching— fifty-five per cent.
2. American Farmers of Texas engaged in farming or ranching 
part-time and other occupations related to agriculture—  
ten per cent.
3. Farming and ranching part-time and engaged in occupations 
not related to agriculture— six per cent.
4. Not actively farming or ranching, but following profes­
sions or occupations related to agriculture— ten per cent.
5. Those who are in occupations or professions not related 
to agriculture— nine per cent.
6. Those attending college and pursuing a course in the 
field of agriculture, and at the same time have farm or 
ranch investments--six per cent.
4Alton D. Ice, Occupational Study of American Farmers in 
Texas” (unpublished Master’s thesis, Texas Technological College, 
Lubbock, 1948), pp. 51.
5Ibid.. p. 12.
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7. Those In college pursuing a course In the field of 
agriculture, but who do not have farming or ranching 
investments--two per cent,
8. Those attending college but are not pursuing a course 
In the field of agriculture; however, they do have 
farming and ranching investments— one per cent.
9. Those who are attending college, studying outside the 
field of agriculture and who do not have farm and ranch 
Investments— one per cent.®
Other pertinent facts revealed by the study are as follows:
1. Of the American Farmers of Texas who are engaged in full­
time or part-time farming or ranching operations, twenty- 
five per cent are owner-renters, thirty-nine per cent are 
renters and twelve per cent in partnerships.
2. Of the 201 American Farmers of Texas, sixty-nine per cent 
are still residing In the county In which they resided at 
the time the degree was awarded, twenty-four per cent are 
residing in the State but outside of the original county, 
and seven per cent of the American Farmers are now residing 
outside the State.
3. The net worth of American Farmers of Texas:
| 4,999 or under—  seventeen per cent
5,000 to 9,999— twenty-two per cent
10.000 to 19,999— thirty per cent
20.000 to 29,999— seventeen per cent
30.000 to 49,999--seven per cent
50.000 to 74,999— three per cent
75.000 to 99,999— two per eent 
100,000 or more —  two per cent
4. Fifty-eight per cent of the American Farmers of Texas 
have not attended college while forty-two per cent have 
attended college.
6Ibid., p. 19. 
^Ibid., p. 48.
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gStimson and Lathrop, compllad the History of Agricultural 
Education of Less Than College Grade in the United States, and the 
portion dealing with Texas was based upon three unpublished manuscripts 
by E. J. Kyle, five pages, William Sherrill, three pages, and R. A. 
Manlre, two pages. The compilation contains several statements of 
facts which are not In agreement with Legislative Acts and primary 
records of the State.
The Texas portion of the compiled history referred to the 
following developments which took place prior to 1917: elementary
agriculture was Introduced In the public schools of Texas In 1903, at 
Henderson, Texas; in 1906 the Texas Farmer’s Congress passed a resolu­
tion requesting the legislature to enact laws requiring the teaching 
of elementary agriculture in the public schools; in 1907 the legisla­
ture did pass a law requiring elementary agriculture to be taught In 
all public schools with less than 300 scholastics; and In 1907 a two- 
year non-colleglate course In agriculture was set up at the Agricul­
tural and Mechanical College for young men in the rural sections who
Qwere not prepared to take the four year course.
On the development of vocational agriculture in Texas, the 
following events were noted: work In vocational agriculture began
on July 1, 1917, with twenty-eight white and four Negro departments.
®Rufus W. Stimson, Frank W. Lathrop, History of Agricultural 
EducatIon of Less Than College Grade In the United States (Washington, 
B. C., U. S. Government Printing Office, 1954), pp. 433-437.
Ibid«, pp. 433—4.
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In 1939-40 Texas had the greatest number of departments and the 
greatest enrollment of any State In the Union. During 1939-40 there 
were 764 departments In the State with an enrollment of 31,139 all­
day students, 1,141 day-unit students, 6,973 part-time students, and 
25,411 evening-school members. The figures Include both the white 
and Negro programs.^
The development of the FFA organization was rated as the most 
outstanding feature of the Texas program. The FFA movement In Texas 
began at a teachers1 conference In 1928, and during the following year 
112 chapters affiliated with the State association, which was chartered 
in February, 1929. In 1939-40 there were 553 chapters and 23,131 active 
FFA members. By 1939-40 the State Farmer degree had been awarded to 
166 members and the national organization had awarded twenty-eight 
American Farmer degrees to members from Texas. Two FFA members from 
Texas, Roy Martin of Cotulla and James Gunter of Claude, had served 
the national organization as fourth vice-presidents. It was noted 
that there had been a recent trend away from numerous contests and 
trips toward activities more closely related with the agricultural 
welfare of the community and the State.
Each teacher of vocational agriculture was largely responsible 
for the course of study in his community. The problems of the com­




farmers and businessmen. The course content was determined by the
knowledge of the pupils, the capacity of the students to learn, and
the available teaching resources. Each teacher of vocational agricul-
12ture was required to develop an annual teaching plan.
The unusual features of the Texas program of vocational agri­
culture were pointed out to be: the State had been divided into ten
districts for supervision which had provided stimulus to the teachers 
of vocational agriculture to organize systematic programs of work,
and emphasis had been placed on the follow-up of former students by
13each department In the State.
The Agricultural and Mechanical College was given eredlt for 
beginning definite work In agriculture education in 1911-12 by E. J. 
Kyle as a part of the work in the department of horticulture. It was 
noted that teacher-training began at Sam Houston State Teachers College 
in 1917 under the direction of Mr. S. C. Wilson. Teacher-training in 
vocational agriculture had been organized at Texas Technological 
College and the College of Arts and Industries. An Itinerant teacher 
trainer was on the staff at each teacher training center and, In 
addition, a subject matter specialist was located at the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College. It was further noted that teacher trainers 





15Thomas, In his study of the development of vocational agri­
culture In the United States, 1917-1918 to 1921-1922, reported that 
vocational agriculture in Texas had been retarded by the following
adverse factors: supply of teachers, tenure of teachers, industrial
1
conditions, political conditions and funds. He noted that Texas
ranked third among the states of the nation in the numerical increase
of departments of vocational agriculture from 1918 to 1922. Only
1 7Illinois and Missouri had added more departments than Texas. Thomas
found that the attitudes of farmers, superintendents of schools, and
school boards In Texas were very good toward vocational agriculture
18during the period covered by his study.
Tlee,^9 made a study of the in-service education of teachers 
of vocational agriculture in Texas for the period 1951-52. The study 
revealed that teachers of vocational agriculture evaluated the district 
meeting as the most effective means in improvement of the vocational
14Ibld.. pp. 436-37.
15Maple DeWitt Thomas, "The Development of Vocational Agricul­
tural Education in the United States” (unpublished Master's thesis, 




19Grady George Tice, "In-Service Education of Teachers of Voca­
tional Agriculture in Texas” (unpublished Doctor's dissertation, 
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, 1953), pp. 130.
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agricultural program than any other meeting or conference of this 
group.20 The study further revealed that teachers of vocational agri­
culture requested skill schools, conducted by the technical agricul­
tural departments of teacher training Institutions, more than any
21other type of in-service training.
ppWilliams, made a study of the history of the Vocational Agri­
culture Teachers1 Association of Texas In 1952. The association was 
formed In 1940-41, and'membership was limited to teachers of vocational 
agriculture under contract. Each of the ten areas In the state was 
allotted one director for each thirty members or major fraction thereof. 
Directors were elected annually by active members, and the directors 
elected a president, vice-president, and a seeretary-treasurer from 
their ranks.
In 1940-41 the association had 490 dues paying members out of 
646 eligible teachers of vocational agriculture in the state, or 75.8 
per cent of the total group. In 1946-47 there were 504 dues paying 
members, which represented 100 per cent of the teachers of vocational 
agriculture in the state. By 1951-52 there were 819 dues paying members 




22Herman W. Williams, ”A History of the Vocational Agricultural 
Teachers' Association of Texas" (unpublished Master's thesis, Sam 
Houston State Teachers College, Huntsville, Texas, 1952), pp. 84.
g5Ibld., p. 19.
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In 1947-48 the officers and directors decided the best interest 
of members could b# better served if the association employed a full­
time executive secretary. Lewis B. Taylor, who was serving as presi­
dent of the association at that time, was elected to the position,
and he has continuously served the organization in that capacity to
24the present time.
During the first years of the association the objectives were 
designed largely to benefit the members. The association arranged for 
the members to purchase automobile tires at reduced prices, an auto­
mobile insurance company was organized, and a true group hospitaliza­
tion Insurance policy was written specifically to fit the needs of 
the membership. However, in more recent years the association has 
turned its attention more and more toward those activities which would 
improve the professional status of teachers of vocational agriculture 
by building a better educational program for the farm people of the 
state.25
In 1947-48 the association began the practice of presenting 
its members service awards. Members who had taught vocational agri­
culture for ten years or more received the following awards:
a. Ten years of service— an engraved certificate.
b. Fifteen years of service— a bronze lapel pin.




d. Twenty-five years of service--a gold lapel pin.
Thirty years of service— a gold lapel pin with a ruby 
lnset.2B
The association has continued to concentrate its activities
toward higher professional standards and program development and to
27de-emphasize securing commercial benefits for the membership.
26Ibld.. p. 57. 
27Ibld., p. 68.
CHAPTER III
AGRICULTURAL INSTRUCTION IN THE SECONDARY 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF TEXAS
I. AGRICULTURAL INSTRUCTION PRIOR TO 1917
Texas was still classed as an agricultural state at the begin­
ning of the twentieth century, and it was only natural for the educa­
tional leaders to be primarily interested in the agricultural phase of 
vocational education. Unlike the northeastern states, such as Massa­
chusetts and New York which were setting up state programs emphasizing 
industrial education, Texas was developing a program of instruction in 
agriculture for its farm youth. Several years before the passage of 
the National Vocational Education Act, Texas recognized the importance 
of agriculture in the state’s economy, and many of her leaders felt the 
need for educating the rural youths in plant and animal husbandry. 
Following is a brief summary of the efforts which Texas made to provide 
agricultural education in the secondary schools prior to 1917.
The teaching of agriculture was introduced in the public schools 
of Texas in 1903. In that year a Mr. B. Youngblood Introduced a course 
In elementary agriculture in the public schools of Henderson, Texas.
In 1905 elementary agriculture was introduced also into the schools of 
San Antonio. S. A. Minear was placed in charge of the work and he
25
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developed a system of school gardens for the entire city.1
The agricultural faculty at the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College organized a two-year noncollegiate course in agriculture for 
rural young men who were not prepared scholastically for the four-year 
course. The course was first offered in 1907-08 with an enrollment of 
twenty-seven students. There was a gradual increase in enrollment until 
1918-19 when the number reached 180.2
In 1906 the Texas Farmer’s Congress passed a resolution re­
questing the. legislature to enact a law requiring the teaching of
3elementary agriculture in the public schools. The following year the 
State Legislature amended Section 100, Chapter 124, Acts of the Twenty- 
ninth Legislature, to include the teaching of elementary agriculture in 
all public schools of the State, except independent school districts 
containing a scholastic population of three hundred or more.4 In 1909 
the State Legislature passed a law making it mandatory for teacher 
training to be provided In elementary agriculture at certain Texas 
colleges and normal schools.
^■Rufus W. Stimson, Frank W. Lathrop, History of Agricultural 
Education of Less Than College grade in the United States (Washington, 
B. C., U. S. Government Printing Office, 1954), p. 433.
2Ibld., p. 434.
3Ibid., p. 433.
^General Laws of Texas. H.B. No. 148, Chapter CLXIX, Thirtieth 
Legislature (Regular Session), 1907.
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Sec. 3. That the state Board of Education shall require 
the teaching of elementary agriculture for teachers in the 
summer sessions of the State normal schools at Huntsville,
Denton and San Marcos, and that the Board of Directors of 
the Agricultural and Mechanical College at Bryan, of the 
College of Industrial Arts for Girls at Denton, and of the 
State University at Austin, shall require the teaching of 
elementary agriculture for teachers in the summer sessions 
of these several institutions.
Sec. 8. The fact that the law now requiring the teaching 
of agriculture in the public schools of the State, and the 
further fact that there Is now no provision for the training 
of teachers to teach the subject of agriculture, as required 
by law, . . .5
The Act further specified that the three state normal schools 
were to begin their programs of training not later than the autumn of 
1909.
The University of Texas was first to comply with the Act by
offering a course In Elementary Agriculture In the summer session of
1909. The course was taught by Professor Edwin Jackson Kyle, Professor
of Horticulture at the Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College.6
The Sam Houston Normal Institute, Huntsville, organized a
Department of Agriculture for the school year 1909-10. Mr. S. C.
Wilson was head of the department, and taught courses dealing with erop
production and horticulture. A course in agriculture was required for
nall teachers in the freshman and senior years.
6General Laws of Texas, H.B. No. 270, Chapter 113, Thirty- 
first Legislature, 1909, pp. 221 and 223.
6Bulletln of The University of Texas. No. 116, Official Series 
No. 32, January 15, 1909, The University of Texas: Austin, Texas.
^Thirteenth Annual Catalogue. Sam Houston Normal Institute. 
School Year 1908-09, Huntsville, Texas, p. 23.
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Southwest Texas State Normal College, San Marcos, added agrlcul-
Qture in the fall of 1909, and secured Mr. H. A. Nelson as the teaeher.
North Texas State Normal College, Denton, Introduced courses 
In agriculture In the fall of 1909, and Mr. C. L. Davis was the 
teacher.9
The College of Industrial Arts, Denton, offered a course in 
agriculture for the summer session of 1910. The course consisted of 
twenty or more lessons, and was taught by a Mr. McMillan.*®
A Department of Agricultural Education was established at 
Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College in 1913-14 with Mr. M. L. 
Hayes as Head.**
It would be difficult to estimate the results which were re­
alized from the teaching of elementary agriculture In the small 
secondary schools of Texas from 1907 to 1917. There is ample evidence, 
however, that educational opportunities for farm boys and girls were 
in a deplorable condition as late as 1919-1923. The facts are revealed 
in the writings of Annie Webb Blanton, State Superintendent of Public
QAnnouncements of the Southwest Texas State Normal College. 
September 8, 1909, to May 17, 1910, San Marcos, Texas.
9Bulletin of the North Texas State Normal College. No. 31,
July, 1910, Denton, Texas, p. 5.
*°Annual Catalogue, The College of Arts and Industries. No. 26,
May, 1909, Denton, Texas, p. 96.
**Thlrty-Slghth Annual Catalogue. Agricultural and Mechanical
College of Texas. Session 1913-14 (Vol. 1, No. 4, April, 1914, p. 46.
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12Instruction from January 1, 1919, to January 16, 1923. In order to 
appreciate more fully the advent of vocational agriculture upon the 
Texas scene, portions of Annie Webb Blanton’s vivid description of 
educational conditions in Texas have been included in Appendix I.
II. A NEW ADVENTURE IN SECONDARY EDUCATION
The primary purposes of the Smith-Hughes Act were to provide 
for the promotion of vocational education, and to provide for coopera­
tion with the states in the promotion of such education. Briefly 
stated, the Act offered to assist the states in establishing programs 
of vocational education, and no state was compelled to accept the 
benefits of the Act. Never before in the history of the United States 
had the Federal Government provided funds to the states for assistance 
in a specific kind of education below the college level. The Act not 
only specified vocational education, but it was explicit as to the types 
of vocational education for which its funds could be expended. In ad­
dition, the Act specified definite procedures it would accept in co­
operating with the states in promoting such education In the public
13secondary schools of the nation. Such a philosophy on the part of 
the Federal Government was truly a new adventure in secondary educa­
tion.
lp̂Twenty-third Biennial Report. Education In Texas, Scholastic 
Years 1922-23 and 1923-24, Austin, Texas: State Board of Education,
P» 4.
^smlth-Hughes Act, S. 730. Public, No. 347. sixty-fourth 
Congress. February 23, 1917.
so
III. ESTABLISHMENT OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION IN TEXAS
It was fortunate for Texas that the State Legislature was In 
session at the time the Smlth-Hughes Act was passed. Considering the 
speed with which appropriation bills move through state legislatures, 
Texas lost little or no time in accepting the provisions of the Smlth- 
Hughes Act.
The Thirty-fifth Legislature, at the First Called 
Session, accepted the provisions and benefits of the 
Smlth-Hughes Act. It was approved June 15th, 1917, to 
take effect 90 days later.14
The Smith-Hughes Act outlined specific procedures for the 
Federal Board for Vocational Education to follow in cooperating with 
the several states In setting up and maintaining a program of voca­
tional education within the states. Each state was to designate or 
create through legislative authority a state board, consisting of not 
less than three members, and having all the necessary power to cooperate 
with the Federal Board, for Vocational Education In the administration 
of the provisions of the Act. This board could be the State Board of 
Education, or any state board having charge of the administration of 
any kind of vocational education In the state.-15
The Thirty-fifth Legislature of Texas designated the State 
Board of Education as the authorized body to cooperate with the Federal 
Board for Vocational Education, but the text of the State's Acceptance
14Twenty-first Biennial Report. State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. State of Texas. Austin, Texas, State Board of Education, 
September 1, 1916, to August 31, 1918, p. 215.
15Smlth-Hughes Act, op. clt.. Section 5.
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Act failed to name this board as the State Board for Vocational Educa­
tion.
Section 209
(a) That the State Board of Education is hereby desig­
nated and authorized, and is hereby given all necessary power 
to cooperate, as provided in and required by the aforesaid 
Act of Congress with the Federal Board of Vocational Educa­
tion in the administration of the provisions of said Act; 
and to do all things necessary to entitle funds allotted 
to this State from the appropriations made by said Act. . . .
In defense of the State’s Acceptance Act It might be said, that 
the spirit of the law was sound, even though the wording was insuffi­
cient. Regardless of the wording of the law the State Board of Educa­
tion performed as the State Board for Vocational Education. In 1917 
the State Board of Education was composed of the Governor of the State, 
the Secretary of state, the Comptroller of Public Accounts, and the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. The State Board for Vocational 
Education met as such, for the first time, December 6, 1917. Present 
at that historic meeting were the Honorable W. P. Hobby, Governor and 
Chairman, B. A. Cox, Jr., Acting Secretary of State, L. W. Tittle,
Acting Comptroller of Public Accounts, and W. T. Doughty, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction and secretary for the Board. Portions of the 
minutes of this meeting are as follows:
The State Board for Vocational Education met on this day 
in the office of the governor. . . .
Secretary Doughty stated that the Federal Board for Voca­
tional Education early in August called for a representative 
of the State Board for Vocational Education to go to the city
1 A^General Laws of Texas. 35th. Legislature. First Called Session. 
1917, Chap. 45, Sec 209 (a).
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of Washington for the purpose of presenting the Texas law 
and outlining tentative plans for Vocational Education in 
Texas under the Federal Act. . . . the secretary went to 
Washington city to represent the state board before the 
Federal board, and while there came to certain understand­
ings regarding the introduction of vocational agriculture 
in Texas. It was agreed that on September 1, 1917, Mr.
J, D. Blackwell, Associate Professor of Agricultural Educa­
tion in the A & M College of Texas, should be employed as 
director of Vocational Agriculture for Texas; . . . The 
action of the State Superintendent . . . was ratified by 
the State Board for Vocational Education in Texas.
The Secretary reported receipt of official notice the 
plans for vocational agriculture education have been ap­
proved by the Federal Board, and the warrant for §14,982.36 
had been received and deposited in the State Treasury, to 
the credit of the State Board for Vocational Education, 
which amount represents the allotment to Texas for the 
first two quarters ending January, 1918.^
The minutes of the first meeting of the State Board for Voca­
tional Education state that several very important steps had already 
been taken to establish vocational agriculture in Texas, prior to 
December 6, 1917. The minutes reveal a state director began work on 
September 1, 1917, and that a state plan had been drafted and approved. 
The Texas State Plan, for vocational agriculture only, was among the
I Qfirst eight state plans to be approved, October 18, 1917.
The state administrative staff was completed on December 7, 1917, 
with the selection of Mr. R. G, Brassier as Assistant Director of Voca­
tional Agriculture, His duties were to begin December 15, 1917.
i^Minutes of Texas State Board for Vocational Education. Austin, 
Texas, Texas Education Agency, December 6, 1917.
18i0Layton S. Hawkins, Charles A. Prosser, and John C. Wright, 
Development of Vocatlonal Bducatlon (Chicago; American Technical 
Society, 1951), p. 207.
l9Mlnutes of Texas State Board for Vocational Education. Austin, 
Texas, Texas Education Agency, December 7, 1917.
It must be remembered, that the State Legislature approved its 
Acceptance Act June 15, 1917, to take effect ninety days later, which 
would have been September 15, 1917. Mr. Blackwell, however, began hi 
duties September 1, 1917. Besides the tasks of drafting a state plan 
and securing an Assistant State Director, there was the problem of in 
spectlng and approving high school vocational agriculture departments 
Mr. Blackwell's annual report ejqplalns how he proceeded In the matter 
of approving high school departments of vocational agriculture.
Bulletin No. 68 on Federal aid for vocational agricul­
ture and form D-121, which is an application blank for 
Federal aid, were prepared early in October, 1917, by 
Director J. D. Blackwell. . . .
. . . Copies of Bulletin No 68 and form D121 were 
mailed to every city superintendent and town principal 
in October, 1917. But forty-one schools responded with 
applications. Five of these schools withdrew their ap­
plications as soon as they found they could not meet the 
requirements.
Not only the forty schools making application for 
Federal aid for vocational agriculture were visited, but 
a number of prospective schools were visited and encouraged 
to apply for Federal aid during 1918-19. . . .20
The State Board of Education met on December 1, 1917, and
extended Federal aid to the following schools for the purpose of
helping in the payment of salaries of teachers of vocational agrl-
91culture.
2Qpwenty-fIrst Biennial Report. State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. State of Texas, Austin, Texas, State Board of Education, 
September 1, 1916, to August 31, 1918, p. 260.
slMlnutes of Texas State Board for Vocational Bducation. 









Corsicana $600.00 l/2 time 9 mths. Dec. 1, 1917
(S. 0. H.)
Hillsboro 200.00 1/2 time 9 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Penelope 225.00 1/2 time 9 mths. Dec. 1, 1917
Tuleta 437.00 7 mths. Feb. 1, 1918
Yancy 225.00 1/2 time 9 mths. Dec. 1, 1917
The five schools listed above have the honor of being the first
to be approved In Texas for the purpose of establishing departments of
vocational agriculture. However, the beginning date allowed Corsicana,
Penelope, and Yancy to begin officially on Deeemher 1, 1917.
The History of Agricultural Education of Less Than College
Grade In the United States, complied by Stimson and Lathrop, contains
the following statement relative to the beginning date of vocational
agriculture in Texas: "The work in vocational agriculture began in the
public schools July 1, 1917, when departments were established In 28
PPwhite and 4 Negro schools." The statement is Incorrect, as the State 
Board for Vocational Education did not authorize any school to begin a 
department of vocational agriculture before December 1, 1917.
The State Board for Vocational Education approved an additional 
seventeen secondary schools for teaching vocational agriculture at the 
meeting of January 10, 1918. Those schools were the following:
22Stimson and Lathrop, oj>. clt.. p. 434.
25Mlnutes of Texas State Board for Vocational Education. Austin, 




School mended 12 mths. Beginning
Commanche $150.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Grapeland 250.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Harmony 200.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Hempstead 250.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Kendleton 200.00 10/11 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Littlefield 200.00 l/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Longview 140.00 l/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1» 1918
(Rollin School)
1/2 timeLufkin 200.00 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
(Liberty School)
l/2 timeManor 140.00 7 mths. Feb. 1, 1918
Marshall 687.50 4/5 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Nat 200.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Oklaunion 200.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Rock Island 225.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Dec. 1, 1917
Throckmorton 200.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Whitt 250.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918Winnsboro 300.00 1/2 time 4 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
Full time 4 mths.
Woden 200.00 1/2 time 8 mths. Jan. 1, 1918
The minutes of the State Board for Vocational Education do not 
indicate that any other high schools were approved to teach vocational 
agriculture for the school year 1917-18. However, a financial report 
published by the State Board for Vocational Education and the Twenty- 
first Biennial Report, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, do 
list other secondary schools that were approved to offer vocational ag­
riculture in 1917-18. Those schools are: Austin High, Gall Rural,
Cleburne High, El Paso High, Jasper High, Lewis Rural High, Livingston 
High, Meridian Rural High, Oran Rural, Pilot Point Rural High, and
OCThrall Rural.
24Ibld., January 10, 1918.
25Twenty-flrst Biennial Report, op. cit., p. 258.
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Two of the secondary schools that were approved by the State 
Board for Vocational Education, Penelope and Throckmorton, did not 
establish vocational agriculture departments in 1917-18♦ There were 
a total of thirty-two Departments of Vocational Agriculture, twenty- 
eight white and four Negro, established in the public secondary schools 
of Texas during the school year 1917-18.
Many interesting facts relative to those first departments of
vocational agriculture in Texas are set forth below. Table I lists the
27names of the teachers of vocational agriculture, and the number of 
students enrolled in each department.28
Data In Table I reveals that five of the first twenty-eight 
white Departments of Vocational Agriculture in Texas had ten or less 
students enrolled for the school year 1917-18. There were twenty- 
three departments that had an enrollment of less than twenty students, 
and in four departments there were more girls enrolled than boys. The 
question naturally arises: were those schools able to continue their
Departments of Vocational Agriculture after 1917-18? Data in Table II 
provides a tenure record of the first twenty-eight white Departments of 
Vocational Agriculture in Texas.29
26loc. eit.
27Index File of Departments of Vocational Agriculture in Texas. 
1917-57. Vocational Agricultural Teachers, Austin, Texas, Texas Educa­
tion Agency, Department of Agricultural Bducation.
28Twenty-f lrst Biennial Report, op. clt.. p. 258.
29Index File, op. clt.
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TABLE I
FIRST DEPARTMENTS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN TEXAS, NAMES OF 
TEACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE, AND NUMBER AND KINDS OF 





Number enrolled In 
Agriculture
Male Female
Austin W. N. Elam 16 5
Call H. C. Darden 8 10
Cleburne W. C. Homeyer 13 2
Comanche J • 61 Lane 22 0
El Paso J. B. Jones 10 6
Grapeland C. T. Sims 12 0
Harmony M. L. Spinks 11 6
Hempstead J, B. Oliphant 10 0
Hillsboro J. A. Barton 15 0
Jasper 0. J. Rushing 5 4
Lewisville J- L. German 9 1
Liberty, Lufkin Hoy Chaddlck 6 5
Littlefield C. F. Bryant 3 5
Livingston H. T. Brady 8 4
Marshall L. V. Ellis 13. 0
Meridian W. T. Williams 4 9
Nat S. V. Perrittee 8 7
Oklaunion R, S. Covey 5 7
Oran R. L. Johnson 7 4
Pilot Point J. R. Brooks 6 0
Rock Island E. A. Funkhauser 7 6
State Orphans Home E. B. Cartwright 22 0
(Corsicana)
Thrall E. R. Howard 13 12
Tuleta J. L. Watson 23 2
Whitt J. N. Johnson 12 0
Wlnnsboro N. A. Mays 9 5
Woden J. C. Shoultz 3 12
Yancy W. D. Melton 16 0
Negro Schools
Clayton, Manor J. E. Clayton 17 8
Ellers, Hallettsvllle P. S. Stevens 16 12
Rollln, Longview R, G. Johnson 12 22




TENURE RECORD OF THE FIRST TWENTY-BIGHT WHITE DEPARTMENTS 
OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN TEXAS






El Paso 1917-18, 1931-57
Grap eland 1917-18, 1919-20, 1930-57
Harmony 1917-18
Hempstead 1917-18, 1919-27, 1938-57





Livingston 1917-18, 1920-30, 1934-57
Marshall 1917-47, 1948-57
Meridian 1917-18, 1919-21, 1939-57
Nat 1917-18
Oklaunlon 1917-18, 1919-24, 1926-27,
Oran 1917-18
Pilot Point 1917-28, 1929-57
Rock Island 1917-18









From the data In Table II it may be noted that seven of the 
first twenty-eight white Departments of Vocational Agriculture have 
been Inactive from 1918 to 1957, and twenty-one of the first twenty- 
eight departments were inactive for the school year 1918-19. Not one 
of the first twenty-eight white Departments of Vocational Agriculture 
has.; been in continuous operation from 1917 to 1957. Small enrollment 
of students was not the only determining factor in the continuation of 
a department beyond the first year of 1917-18. Two of the five schools 
with less than ten students the first year, Jasper and Pilot Point, 
maintained their Departments of Vocational Agriculture for more than 
one year. Three of the seven schools that continued departments for 
more than one year had less than twenty students per department enrolled 
the first year.
Bulletin No. 68, which Mr. Blackwell mailed to every city school 
superintendent and town principal, made no mention of the number of stu­
dents necessary to establish a Department of Vocational Agriculture In 
a Texas high school. Bulletin No. 68 did list several specific condi­
tions a local school district had to meet before a department of voca­
tional agriculture would be granted. Bach school had to duplicate all 
Federal funds; provide a minimum of $200.00 for equipment; pay the 
teacher a minimum of $1,200.00 for twelve months; provide at least one- 
tenth acre of land for each student enrolled In plant production pro­
jects; provide conveyance as necessary for the personal supervision of 
all project work; provide necessary clerical help and stationery; 
devote fifty per cent of the school time each year to the instruction
40
In agriculture; require each student to have a home project; and
require each student to submit a written report upon the progress of
30the project at least once each month.
The requirements listed above must have been considered to be 
rather excessive by the high school superintendents and principals of 
Texas in 1917. Those requirements probably accounted for the fact 
that Mr. Blackwell received only forty applications for departments 
of vocational agriculture the first year.31 It is also possible the 
above requirements were responsible, in a large measure, for twenty- 
one of the first twenty-eight departments in Texas being discontinued 
after one year as revealed by data in Table II. There have been, how­
ever, many reasons for high schools discontinuing their departments of 
vocational agriculture. Sowers found in his study of the causes of 
dropped departments of vocational agriculture that inefficient teachers 
was one of the eight major reasons for discontinuing departments.32 In 
1917 there were a limited number of adequately trained teachers of vo­
cational agriculture to launch the new program In secondary education. 
Thirteen teachers in the original group of twenty-eight never taught 
vocational agriculture after their first year. Data In Table III re­
veals also that four of the original teachers accepted positions the
30J. D. Blackwell, Federal Aid for Vocational Agriculture in 
Texas Under the Smlth-Hughes Law (Austin, Texas: Department of Educa­
tion, State of Texas, 1917), pp. 1-14.
31Twenty-flrst Biennial Report, op. clt.. p. 260.
32Cullen J. Sowers, "Some of the Causes for Dropped Departments 
of Vocational Agriculture in High Schools of Texas" (unpublished Master's 
thesis, Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, College Station,
19 33 ) , p . 6.
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TABLE III
TENURE OF THE FIRST TWENTY-EIGHT WHITE TEACHERS OF 
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN TEXAS IN THE FIELD OF 
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE33
Name of Schools and tenure as
Teacher Teacher of Vocational Agriculture
w. N. Elam Austin 1917-18, Granger 1918-23, Taylor 
1923-36.
H. C. Darden Call 1917-18.
W. c. Homeyer Cleburne 1917-18, Marshall 1918-23.
J. B. Lane Comanche 1917-18.
J. B. Jones El Paso 1917-18.
c. T. Sims Grapeland 1917-18, Cleveland 1918-21, East 
Bernard 1921-24, Katy 1924-26, Claude 1926- 
28, Groveton 1928-32, Pollock 1932-33, 
Winnsboro 1933-36, Blossom 1936-42, Lampass 
1942-43.
M. L, Spinks Harmony 1917-18.
J. B. Ollphant ■ Hempstead 1917-18, Katy 1920-21.
J. A, Barton Hillsboro 1917-18, Corpus Chrlstl 1920-21.
0. J, Rushing Jasper 1917-19.
J. L. German Lewisville 1917-18,
Hoy Chaddlck Liberty, Lufkin 1917-18.
C. F. Bryant Littlefield 1917-18.
H. T. Brady Livingston 1917-18.
L. V, Ellis Marshall 1917-18.
W. T. Williams Meridian 1917-18.
S. V. Perrlttee Nat 1917-18, Wallis 1919-26.
R. S. Covey Oklaunlon 1917-18, Penelope 1918-19, 
Harold 1920-27.
R. L. Johnson Oran 1917-18.
J. R. Brooks Pilot Point 1917-24.
E. A. Funkhauser Rock Island 1917-18.
E. B. Cartwright State Orphan Home, Corsicana 1917-18.
E. R. Howard. Thrall 1917-18, 1919-22, Seagovllle 1933-37. 
Tuscula 1947-50, Died 5/13/50.
J, L. Watson Tuleta 1917-19, Killeen 1949-51.
J. N. Johnson Whitt 1917-18.
N. A. Mays Winnsboro 1917-18, DeLeon 1919-20, Teaching 
Missouri 1930-31.
J. C. Shoult z Woden 1917-18, Tenaha 1925-27, Grapeland 
1929-54.
W. D, Melton Yancy 1917-18, Brady 1918.
33Index File of Teachers of Vocational Agriculture, State 
Department of Agricultural Education, Austin, Texas,
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following year at different schools, three of which had new depart­
ments of vocational agriculture.
It would be unfair to assume that twenty of the original 
teachers of vocational agriculture dropped out of the program after 
one year because of incompetent services. World War I terminated In 
1918 and the war period had brought on a tremendous industrial expan­
sion throughout the United States. It would be more Justifiable to 
assume that those teachers who left the high school agricultural depart­
ments had found better positions in the new industrial field.
Probably Director Blackwell had his moments of doubt relative 
to the future of Texas' program of vocational agriculture at the close
of the first year, because he lost twenty-one departments and twenty
teachers from the original group of twenty-eight white schools and 
teachers. Mr. Blackwell did not abandon the program regardless of any 
doubts or discouragement he might have experienced. The records show 
that the following year, 1918-19, he began with twenty new departments 
and an equal number of new teachers as understudies of the seven re-
7 A
mainlng teachers from the previous year.
IV. EARLY STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT IN THE ALL-DAY PROGRAM IN TEXAS
The weekly programs of students of vocational agriculture were
set up in such a way that one half of the school day was devoted to the
study of vocational agriculture. The class in vocational agriculture
^fypcatlonal Education Finanelal Report. 1917-1926. Austin,
Texas, State Board for Vocational Education, No. 217, January, 1927,
pp. 10-18.
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usually met each day from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. In most schools the 
course of study was two years in length; one year devoted to Plant 
Production and one year devoted to Animal Production. Students en­
rolled In Plant Production spent the fifteen hours of Instruction each 
week In the following manner: Supervised Study, 200 minutes; Recita­
tion, 200 minutes; Recess, 100 minutes; Project Study and Reports, 160 
minutes; Laboratory Exercises, 160 minutes; and Project Work, 80 min­
utes. Students enrolled in the Animal Production course spent the 
fifteen hours of instruction each week in the following manner: Super­
vised Study, 240 minutes; Animal Husbandry, 120 minutes; Dairying, 80 
minutes; Recess, 100 minutes; Animal Husbandry Practice, 160 minutes; 
Dairy Practice, 80 minutes; Poultry, 40 minutes; and Poultry Practice,
80 minutes. A detailed arrangement of the weekly programs of the 
courses in Plant Production and Animal Production is presented In 
Table IV.35
A common practice in the early years of vocational agriculture 
was to offer Plant Production and Animal Production on alternate years, 
and either course was open to both freshman and sophomore high school 
students. The class, met for three hours and was usually scheduled for 
the afternoon. Third year agriculture, Horticulture, and fourth year 
agriculture, Farm Management, were offered on alternate years and either 
course was open to both Junior and senior high school students. The 
class met for three hours and was usually scheduled during the morning 
periods if the four-year program was given. This type of arrangement




Period Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
PUNT PRODUCTION
1:00-1:40 Supervised Supervised Supervised Supervised Supervised
Study Study Study Study Study
1:40-2:20 Recitation Recitation Recitation Recitation Recitatlon
2:20-2:40 Recess •
2:40-4:00 Project study Laboratory Project Laboratory Project Sti
and reports Exercises Work Exercises and report!
ANIMAL PRODUCTION
1:00-1:40 Supervised Supervised Supervised Supervised Supervised
Study Study Study Study Study
1:40-2:20 Animal Dairying Animal Dairying Animal
Husbandry Husbandry Husbandry
2:20-2:40 Recess
2:40-3:20 Animal Husbandry Dairy Animal Husbandry Poultry Poultry
Practice Practice Practice Practice
3:20-4:00 Animal Husbandry Dairy Animal Husbandry Supervised Poultry
Pract ice Practice Practice Study Practice
36Biennial Report, 1916-18, op_. clt., p. 220.
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was necessary in order to provide a four year program in vocational 
agriculture.
The first State Plan for Vocational Agriculture contained a
proposed course of study for the Department of Vocational Agriculture.
37This is given in Table V. The course of study included; English, 
four units; Algebra, two units; Geometry, one unit; Chemistry, one 
unit; History, three units; Rural Sociology and Vocational Mathematics, 
one unit; and Vocational Agriculture, four units.
The list of required laboratory equipment for the Plant Pro-
70duct ion course given in Table VI is a revealing one. In comparison 
to the present day requirements the list is meager and antiquated.
With a few exceptions the list is very similar to a list of equipment 
required for general science during the same period. It is not unusual 
that general science would have an influence on the course content .and 
methods of teaching vocational agriculture, because it was the most 
closely related course being taught in the high schools when vocational 
agriculture was introduced in 1917.
The subject matter and methods used In the beginning years of 
vocational agriculture are revealed by the teaching aids prepared by 
the State Department of Agricultural Education. The most revealing 
publications are as follows: A Year's Work In Vocational Agriculture,
Plant Production, Bulletin No. 93, September 1, 1918; A Year's Work In
37Ibld., p. 221.
^®J. D. Blackwell, R. G. Bressler, A Year's Work in Vocational 
Agriculture. Plant Production. Bulletin 93 {Austin, Texas: State
Board for Vocational Education, September 1, 1918), p. 16.
TABLE V
PROPOSED COURSE OF STUDY FOR DEPARTMENT 
OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
1st Year Minutes 2nd Year Minutes 3rd Year Minutes 4th Year Minutes
English . . 
Algebra . .
English . . 
Algebra . . . . .  200
English . 
Geometry . . . .  200
English........200
American History 200
Ancient History . . 200 M. & M. History . 200 Chemistry . . . .  200 Rural Sociology
and Vocational 
Mathematics . . . 200
Plant Production . 600 Animal Production 600 Horticulture . . 600 Farm Management . 600
Note 1— Six months supervised practical work in addition to the theory will be required of all 
students of vocational agriculture.
Note 2— These courses have been prepared for white schools, but will be adapted to meet the 
needs of Individual colored schools.
Note 3— Courses for part-time and evening classes will be prepared to meet the needs of the 
community in which they are offered. Owing to the different types of farming in Texas, no course 










































Soil auger...........................   $ 3.30
Set soil s i e v e s ....................................  7.20
Soil thermometer....................................  2.20
Capillary tubes ....................................  1.65
Support for capillary tubes ........................  1,10
Tube brush . .  ...........................   .65
Trip scale.................................   8.25
Set weights, 5 to lOOOg  ...........    2.20
Alcohol lamps, 6 o z ................................  1.58
Alcohol stove lamp   . . . . .  1.10
Retort stand, with three rings ......................  1.10
Test tubes 3x3/8”    .18
Test tubes, 5x5/8” ...................    .28
Thermometer, 10 to 110 e . c . ........................  1.10
Graduate cylinder, 100 c.c........................   .61
Mortar & Pestle, 100 mm..............................  .55
Beakers (30 c.c.-300 c.c.) ..........................  .75
Test tube r a c k ......................................  .50
Package filter paper— 12.5 cm.  ..................  .15
Glass funnels (3 l/2 i n . ) ..........................  .30
Funnel support ....................................  .75
Evaporating dishes (2 1/2 in.)......................  .25
Pair crucible tongs (9 In.) .  ....................  .25
Wire gauze..........................................  .25
Rulers.............................................. .60
Flower pots (4 i n . ) ..............   1.05
Bucket Sprayer ......................................  1.15
Rlker Specimen m o u n t s ..............................  1.57
Tripod magnifiers ..................................  2.65
Tape measure, 40 ft................................. . 1.32
Mount of common farm seeds.......................... 1.65
Set cotton samples.........    10.00
(Inquire Textile Department, A. and M. College)
Tablets single ear score cards...........    .50
Tablets ten ear score c a r d ..........................  .50
Tablet oat score cards.......................   .25
Stereoptlcan or baloptlcan.......................... $25.00-35.00
Camera ..............................................  5.00-15.00
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Vocational Agriculture, Animal Production, Bulletin No. 94, September 
1, 1918; Laboratory Exercises in Animal Production, Bulletin No. 106, 
September 1, 1919; Laboratory Exercises In Plant Production, Bulletin 
No. 107, September 1, 1919; and Project Study Outlines, Bulletin No. 
121, September 1, 1920. The detailed manner in which these publica­
tions were written is evidence of their special need. The teachers of 
vocational agriculture could follow the material in the publications 
to insure a more uniform program throughout the state. Many of the 
early teachers were in need of some type of guide to follow as most of 
their college work had been in technical agriculture with little or no 
training in methods and procedure. In order to present the methods and 
procedures used by the teachers in the beginning years of vocational 
agriculture, selected parts of the teaching aids listed above are pre­
sented at this point.
BASIS FOR A YEAR'S WORK
Recita­ Labora­ Project Project Re­
Divisions tions tory Study Work ports
Part 1— Plant Culture 
Part 2— Soils and
40 16 8 8 8
Fertilizers 40 16 8 8 8
Part 3— Crops 80 32 16 16 16
Totals 160 64 32 32 32
LESSONS
The 160 lessons have been outlines as briefly as possible. 
The aim has been merely to suggest the order of lessons and 
the subject matter to be presented, since an abundance of sub­
ject matter may be obtained from the numerous references.
While all references have been selected from the required list, 




Sixty-four laboratory exercises have been planned. It 
is expected, that each student will keep each exercise written 
up according to the following system!





6. Remarks and conclusions
The note-books will be called for by the state supervisor 
during each of his monthly visits. They may also be submitted 
for affiliation in vocational agriculture.
REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECT WORK
1. Each student of vocational agriculture is required to 
do six months supervised practical work.
2. The minimum land requirement for a plant production 
project is a tenth acre, planted to some field crop. An acre 
project Is, however, preferable, since it brings appreciable 
results.
3. Where possible, the project should be carried on at 
the. home of the individual student. Where this Is impossible, 
the students should be provided with sufficient land for pro­
ject work on the school farm.
4. Project study should supplement each project. Written 
reports on project study and project work must be submitted 
to the teacher before any school credit Is granted. Outlines 
for such study are given in this bulletin, following the 
lessons.
5. At least one hour weekly during the summer months must 
be devoted to supervised work on individual projects.
6. All projects must be under the direct supervision of 
the teacher of agriculture, who should visit each project at 
least once each month during the regular school session, and 
once each week during the summer months.
7. Each pupil shall report monthly upon the progress of 
the project.
8. A detailed report shall be made to the teacher upon 
the completion of the project. Explanatory report blanks 




The following project agreement must be signed by parent, 
teacher and student, before any project Is begun:
I,  .................... ....... agree to permit my
(Name of parent)
son to carry out at home the project of ..................
according to the plan submitted by the State Board for 
Vocational Education, to eneourage the pupil and to furnish
(Specify land, animals, equipment, etc.) 
in addition to the time required; to allow him all actual 
profits from his project; and to check up the time records 
and vouch for them.
I, .................................., agree to carry
(Name of pupil) 
out all details of the project as agreed upon, to record
and report truthfully upon all items of labor, cost, and
income, and to write a full report of all methods employed.
This report is to be returned to the teacher. It is esti­
mated that the labor involved be between .... and .....
man hours.
I, .............. ..................... agree to assist
(Name of teacher) 
the pupil In obtaining information needed, to give all 
possible supervision, to accept the work when the project
Is acceptably completed as equivalent to ..... man hours
of school work and to report it as a part of the scholar­
ship rank with a weight of ...... units of credit.




 ....... ...... Teacher
.........................Principal^9
The bulletin, A Year1s Work in Plant Production, also contained 
a list of required references for vocational agriculture, a scheme for 
cataloguing agricultural bulletins, a legend to required references,
*2QJ. D. Blackwell and R. G. Bressler, A Year^ Work in Plant 
Production. Bulletin 93 (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational
Education, 1918), pp. 6-7.
and plans for 160 recitations and sixty-four laboratory exercises. In 
order to provide a general Idea of the nature and type of instruction 
that took place in a class of vocational agriculture the lesson plans 
and laboratory exercises for the study of corn are presented as 
follows:
LESSONS ON FIELD CROPS
Suggested Text Books and References 
Hunt and Burkett— Soils and Crops 
Harris and Stewart— Principle of Agronomy 
State Department of Education Bulletins 1 and 92
Exercise 50.— Drawing Kernels of Different Types of Corn—
M. 20-24
Lesson 125.— History and Importance of Corn— H.S. 191-197;
Mg. 173-77; L. 29-30, 54-7; Wl. Wb. 47-8, 
53-8; W. 156-9, Mt. 43; M. 1-25; H.B. 
238-9; F. B. 537, 617; U.S.D.A. 346,521
A. Nativity and relationship
B. Importance In U.S.
C. Importance in Texas
Lesson 126.— Description of Plant— H.S. 191-4; Mg. 150-172;
L. 30-41; Dg. 78-97; Mt. 44, 54; H.B. 238- 
9; M. 26-57
A. Distinguishing characteristics
B. Function of parts
Lesson 127.— Types of Corn— H.S. 195-7; Dv. 187-90; Mg. 177-82;
Lv. 41-50; Wl. Wb. 49-53; W. 161-2; Mt. 
90-2; M. 21-5; F. B. 553-54
A. Characteristics
B. Adaptations
Exercise 51.— Study of Variety Characteristics— S.D. Ed. 92,
Ex. 49
Lesson 128.— Varieties of Corn— H.S. 197; Mg. 182-6; Dg. 112-25
Dv. 191; Mt. 48; M. 77-85; F.B. 307
A. Characteristics
B. Adaptations
Lesson 129.— Improvement of Corn— Mg. 187-210; Lv. 82-85, 89-92




Exercise 52.— Germinating Seed Corn— S.D. Ed. 92, Ex. 53; Wl.




Lesson 130.— Care and Testing of Seed Corn— Wl. Wb. 67-70; C.L.
176-81; Mt. 63-6; M. 190-5; F.B. 415, 428
A. Methods
B, Factors affecting germination
Lesson 131.— Adaptations of Corn— H.S. 198; Mg. 211-16; L. 57-8
Wl. Wb. 58-66; Dg. 150-153; C. L. 150-54; 
Mt. 41-3, 55-7; M. 67-74
A. Soil
B. Climatic
Lesson 132.— Fertilizers and Manures for Corn— Mg. 217-29;
Dg. 153-7; W. 163; M. 129-59
A. Need for
B. Supply
Exercise 53.--Scoring Single Ears of Corn— S.D. Ed. 92, Ex. 50;
Dv. 199-203; C. 85-113; L. 92; Wl. Wb. 129 
134; Dg. 101-11; C. L. 155-69; Mt. 93-103; 
M. 253-8
Lesson 133.— Preparation of Seed Bed and Planting Corn— H.S.
199-201; Dv. 191-2; Mg. 230-45; Wl. Wb. 
66-76; C. L. 181-90; W. 163-6; Mt. 67-73; 
M. 161-96; F. B. 400, 537
A. Method.
B. Machinery
Lesson 134.— Tillage of Corn— H.S. 201-2; Dv. 192-4; Mg. 245-50
L. 59-76; Wl. Wb. 76-81, 98-102; Dg. 158- 
88; C. L. 191-96; Mt. 74-9; H. B. 249-63; 
M. 197-213; F. B. 81, 219, 414, 537 
A. Purpose, method and time for each cultivation
Lesson 135.— Corn Enemies— H.S. 204; Mg. 264-70; L. 93-5; Wl.
Wb. 103-9; S. J. 129; Dg. 206-16; Mt. 88; 
M. 214-20; F. B. 657, 835
A. Weeds, insect and animal pests
B. Control





Lesson 137.— Harvesting and Field Selection— H.S. 203; Dv.
194-5; Mg. 251-61; Lv. 76-81, 83-8; Wl.
Wb. 81-94, 111-20; Dg. 189-205; C.L. 169- 
72, 196-8; W. 171; Mt. 60-2; Mt. 80-6; M. 
222-43; F. B. 303.
Exercise 55.— scoring Ten Ear Samples of Corn— S.D. Ed. 92, Ex.
52; I. M. 34-6
Lesson 138.— Storing and Marketing of Corn— M. 244-9; H. S. 205;
Dv. 196; Mg. 261-3; L. 81-2; Wl. Wb. 94-8, 
121-2; C. L. 173-75; M. 245-9; F. B. 313
A. Methods
B. Costs
Lesson 139.--Uses of Corn— M. 249-53; H.S. 204; Lv. 50-3; Wl.
Wb. 109-11; Dg. 98-100; C. L. 149-50; W. 




Exercise 56.— Placing Ten Ear Samples of Corn— M, 253-59; S.D.
Ed. 92, Ex. 52; I. M. 34-6. 0
The lessons on corn, as listed above, reveal that subject matter 
was presented on an enterprise basis. The divisions under each lesson 
topic indicate that the problems were technical in nature, and the 
answer to each problem was no better than the references available. 
There Is little or no evidence that any use was made in class of local 
farm situations and problems. There is one feature of the 1918 lesson 
plans which is being advocated today as a good practice; namely, the 
practice of listing the references to be used in teaching each lesson.
In addition to the daily lesson plans listed in the bulletin, 
there were some study outlines for plant production projects which 
covered practically the same Information the students had studied in
40Ibid.. pp. 29-37.
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the daily lessons. A portion of the study outline for corn is pro­
vided as an example.
STUDY OUTLINES FOR PLANT PRODUCTION PROJECTS41 
CORN PROJECT
I. Importance of Corn— M. llj 249-53; B.S. 96-101; F. B.
617; F. B. 617
1. History
2. In the United States
a. Relation to national progress
b. The annual crop
c. Financial returns




4. Corn and the war
II. Seed Corn— M. 5-25; Dg. 112-26; Mg. 173-86; H.S. 191-207;
H. B. 241-49; F. B. 415, 428, 538
1. Types and varieties
2. Field selection
3. Storing during winter
4. Testing
III. Structure and Composition— M. 26-56; Dg. 78-111; Mg. 150-72;






IV. Improvement— M. 77-121; Dg. 127-49; Mg. 187-210; Lv. 75-92;
U .S.D.A. 242, 307, 320
1. Selection
a. Type of ear to select
b. Type of plant to select
2. Breeding
a . Methods
b. The breeding plant
41kIbid., pp. 40-41.
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The daily lesson plans and the study outlines for projects in 
animal production followed the same general pattern as those for plants. 
The primary purpose of the instructional program in vocational agri­
culture was to teach students the facts and skills of the many farm 
enterprises. No evidence was found which would indicate that the 
teachers were to make applications of the acquired facts to local 
situations or the problems of their students. If the teachers of voca­
tional agriculture taught the lessons as outlined, then it would be 
safe to assume that they taught agricultural enterprises but not stu­
dents. Apparently the first teachers of vocational agriculture in 
Texas were not supposed to devote any class time to developing the 
general thinking ability of their students. The answers were in the 
book and the student’s responsibility was to find them and to give the 
correct answers to the teacher.
V. FIRST FORMS USED FOR REPORTING THE ALL-DAY PROGRAM
Teachers of vocational agriculture have always had their share 
of reports to fill out and submit to the state or area supervisor. The 
report forms originated with the program and filling them out has been 
one of the most disagreeable tasks performed by many teachers of voca­
tional agriculture. The report forms have changed from time to time, 
but the data called for has been very much the same since the program 
was introduced. Copies of the report forms which were first used in 
Texas have been reproduced and are presented here.
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PROJECT REPORTS42
T he fo llow ing forms, IX 111(5, D . 137, ID. 131). 1). 1 10. ami D . 141, are 
reproducer! here sim plv to show the kind o f reports that are rerjuired of 
pupils tak ing vocational agricu lture and not to provide ldanks on which 
to m ake reports. Form s w ill be sent from the D epartm ent o f Voca­
tional Education for the purpose o f m aking all reports.
form  nnr>
Note: For use of School Trustees
PLAN FOR SU M M E R  W ORK O F T EA C H E R S O F VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
fFill out in trinlicntel
Tito p la n s  for v o c a tio n a l a g r ic u l tu r e  in  T ex as  u n d e r th e  S m ith -H u g h e s  law, 
p u b lish ed  in B u lle tin  OS of th e  D e p a r tm e n t of E d u c a tio n , p ro v id es  a s  follow s: 
•‘A ll te a c h e rs  o f v o ca tio n a l a g r ic u l tu r e  m u s t  hr* em ployed on a  tw elve-m onth  
b a s is  * * *. T h e  su p e rv iso r  in c h a rg e  sh a ll v isit each p ro je c t a t  least
once a m o n th  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  of d ire c tin g  and  g iv in g  Mich advice an d  a ss is tan ce  
a s  m ny  be n e c e ssa ry .”
T O T H E  STATE AN D FEDERAL HOARDS FOR V OC ATI ON A L  EDUCATION 
G e n tle m e n :
T he b o ard  of tru s te e s  o f ............................................................. school h a s  a  c o n tra c t  with
   ................................................................. te a c h e r  of v o ca tio n a l a g r ic u l tu re  fo r  th e  year
......................................  1 0 . . . ,  t o ....................................... , 1 9 . . . ,  an d  su b m its  th e  follow ing
o u tlin e  of su p e rv iso ry  serv ices  to  be re q u ire d  of sa id  te a c h e r  d u r in g  th e  sum m er 
of 1 0 . . . .
President. Secretary.
A pproved:
S t a t e  D i r e c t o r  o f  V o c a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e .
( N a m e  o f  S c h o o l) ( T e a c h e r  o f  V o c a t io n a l  A g r i c u l t u r e )
N am e of pupil Age Agricultural subioct Scope and var ie ty  of s tudied home project
i
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  j . „ .  '  . . . J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . .  . . . . . . . .1 i
42 ' PP * 48, 49, 50 and 51.
FORM DI37
Note: For use or teacher.
MONTHLY REPORT OF TEACHER OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TO THE STATE  
AND FEDERAL BOARDS FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
(Fill out in triplicate)
Gentlemen:
The following is an accurate statement of the vocational agricultural work done in this
school during the month of...................................................................... 19...........
(Signed)....................................................................................
Teacher of Vocational Agriculture.
Approved:................................................................................
State Director of Vocational Agriculture.
SUGGESTIONS:
1. Make the statement of the lesson specific in order that the scope of the work for each
day may be clearly defined.
2. Under "M ethod” indicate
a. Recitations, lectures and other exercises in which materials, apparatus and
equipment arc not used—REC.
b. Supervised study—S. S.
c. Reports—Rep.
d. Individual or group laboratory activities in which n- iterials, apparatus or
equipment arc used by individual pupils or small groups of pupils—LAB.
e. Demonstrations by the teacher or other individuals in which materials, apparatus
and equipment are used—DEM.
f. Field work—FIELD.
g. When the period is divided between the above methods, indicate the approx­
imate lime ratio, for example— 1 : 2
REC. DEM.
3. Make references specific and list only the more important ones. When referring to
the text, give the name a t least e ' e  aach month.





Note: For use of student.
SUM M ARY OF LABOR AND FINANCIAL STATEM EN T
































Hours of labor 1 
Self I Man 'Morse
, . i . .I
Summary and linanrinl statement
Item Quantity Price Charges Credits
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[ FORM D139 4 3
| Note: For use of student.
SUMMARY AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 





































-3J. D. Blackwell and R. G. Bressler, A YearTs Work In Vocational 
Agriculture. Animal Production. Bulletin 94 (Austin, Texas: State Board 





Inventory....... .................. .................................... ................
Net profit......................  ...........  .......... .
Note: See D140 before filling oat preceding blanks.
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FORM D14G 
Note: For use of student 
LABOR AND CASH RECORD OF A.............................
From............................................ 19....... to ...................
Pupil............................................................................ School...................









The use of equipment should be charged at 5 cents an hour of horse labor.
The use of buildings should be charged at 8 to 10 per cent of their value and the 
amount apportioned to the animals or crops using the buildings.
The price per hour for self labor is 15 cents. The price per hour for horse labor 
is 8 cents.
The use of land should be charged a t 6 per cent of its value.
All materials bought and sold should be entered a t actual prices.

















Note: For use of teacher
FINAL STATEMENT OF HOM E PROJECTS 
(Fill out in duplicate)
To the State Board for Vocational Education, Austin, Texas.
Gentlemen:
The following is an accurate statem ent of the home project work done under the 
supervision of  ........................................................................................  teacher of.vocational agri­
culture in.......................................................,................. school during the year 19 -19............
There is on record in this school a detailed account of each project, including all data and a 
summary of the work done by the teacher of agriculture.
Approved:
(Superintendent or Principal)
State Director of Vocational Agriculture. 
Name of School........................................
Name of pupil
i Agricultural subject 
Age ! studied during current 
; school year
Title of home project
Teacher of vocational agriculture,

























i  ; 1
!  !  1
i  ; ’
. 1
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VI. CHANGES IN THE PROCEDURE FOR BUILDING THE LONG-TIME 
PROGRAM AND ANNUAL TEACHING PLANS
Mr. C. L. Davis was promoted to Director of Agricultural Educa-
44tlon when Mr. Blackwell resigned in August, 1920. A bulletin on 
project studies was prepared under Mr. Davis’ supervision and it repre­
sented a definite change in the teaching procedures. The following 
excerpt from the introduction of the bulletin illustrates the change.
Our visits as supervisors and teacher-tralners have 
resulted in the recognition of the need of a guide for 
directing the activities of the pupil as he tries to 
anticipate the problems that he will meet with In carrying 
out his project. It too often happens that a busy teacher 
does not have an opportunity of working out the study 
outline for a group of pupils who are taking a variety of 
projects.
Some Instructors feel that the pupils should be re­
quired to take the initiative in anticipating these 
problems and that any outlines sent out by the Depart­
ment should be only for the use of the teacher. It is 
quite evident, however, that inexperienced pupils will 
not be able to anticipate all of the many problems that 
will arise, and they will make many costly and discouraging 
mistakes if left to their own devices. It is, therefore, 
a question of how much direction the pupil is to have and 
how this direction can best be given. We feel that a lack 
of systematic directions has resulted in the loss of much 
time on the part of young pupils. . . .
Each project study outline was a series of thought provoking 
questions which caused the students to consider their home farm situa­
tions. The following list of selected questions is representative of
44Minutes of Texas State Board for Vocational Education. Austin, 
Texas, Texas Education Agency, August 10, 1920.
45Project Study Outlines. Austin, Texas, State Board for Voca­
tional Education, September 1, 1920, p. 3.
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46those used in the project study outline on corn.
1. Is corn one of the best paying crops in.this section?
2. Is my plot suited to growing corn?
3. What is going to determine the type I select?
4. Shall I terrace my corn land?
5. What are the most Important plant foods for corn?-
6. How is corn harvested in my community?
The new approach to the project study focused the student's 
thinking on his enterprise and provided him with many opportunities 
to exercise his judgement after collecting the available facts on his 
problems.
The first change in the annual teaching plans was noted in an 
Information bulletin by the State Board for Vocational Education in 
1923. The bulletin contained a yearly plan of work for 1922-23 which 
had been submitted by J. J. Brown, teacher of vocational agriculture 
in the Buda and Goforth schools.4  ̂ The complete plan of Mr. Brown is 
presented here because it not only represents the first change In 
yearly plans, but it contains several features found in the present 
day long-time program and annual teaching plan. First, each school 
month is listed with the farm problem to be taught; second, the prob­
lems are arranged in their seasonal sequence; third, the field trips 
and practical work have been outlined for each problem taught; fourth, 
the references for each problem have been listed; and an outlined pro­
gram for the summer months has been included. The nature of the farm
46Ibid., pp. 5-7.
47Bulletin of General Informatlon Concerning Vocational Agri­
culture in Texas (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational Educa­
tion, Bui. 154, January, 1923), pp. 45-51.
YEARLY PLAN OF WOBK FOB 1922-23 SUBMITTED BY J. J. BBOWN. TEACHER OFVOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN THE BUDA AND GOFORTH SCHOOLS.
Date Seasonal Sequence Outline
Practical Work 
(Lab., Field Trips, Farm Shopl
Sept.
2 Periods
Defining and helping select pro­
ject.
Study Record Books.
Begin work on outline of project plan. 
Study Record Books.
2 Periods What to look for in laying hens. Judge and score class of hens of same breed.
6 Periods Culling poultry f°r «8S produc­
tion.
Two trips each, culling flock of.
(a) H. I. Reds.
(b) B. R.
(c) S. C. W. L.
5 Periods
Feeding poultry:
(a) Ration for laying hens.









Bulletin 150—How to select 
laying hens.
Bulletin 206—-Poultry feed and 
feeding results.





(a) What to exhibit.
(b) How to exhibit it.
(c) Committees.
Make educational charts. Build wood trays 
for corn, milo maixc heads, fruit boxes, 
etc. Visit fields and select best material.
3 Periods Relative importance of hogs on 
farm:
(a) T b e i r  value, especially 
when in connection with dairy 
farm.
(b> Study of different breeds 
with emphasis on the Duroc- 
Jersey and Poland-China.
Draw maps showing important production 
areas and reasons for such. Study charts 
showing the different breeds.
2 Periods Study of score cards.
Scoring individuals. Make score cards, 
puting in what to look for under each 
heading, for Duroc-Jerseys and Poland- 
Chinas.
4 Periods How to judge and how to give 
reasons after placing:
(a) Time allowed for judging
(b) Time allowed for giving 
reasons.
(c) Method of giving reasons.
Judge two classes of Duroc-Jerseys and two 
classes of Poland-Chinas.
4 Periods Feed for hogs:
(a) Concentrates; (b) Forages 
and pastures; (c) Rations for 
sows; (d) Rations for fatten­
ing hogs; (e) Rations for grow­
ing pigs.
Calculating rations.
(a) Commercially; (b) Locally, with feeds 
available. Work out pasture rotation for 
hogs. See F. B. 985. Fla. Ext. B. 17.
2 Periods Project progress study:
(a) Problems that have come 
up; (b) Costs; (c) Record 
books.
References:
Types and Breeds—Plumb. 
Feeds and Feeding—Henry. 
Bulletin 52—Hogs in Texas.
Visit with the class all projects started, 
examining and helping with record books.
November 
6 Periods
Housing and equipment for hogs: 
(a) Plan of nog farm; <b1 Plan 
of hog house; (c) Importance 
of shelter; (d) Value of good 
feeding troughs; (el Import­
ance of feeding floors.
Visit hbg farms and draw plan of it. Draw 
plan of a well laid out hog farm according 
to pupil's idea. Build hog house, make 
concrete and wooden hog trough, build 
self-feeder.
YEARLY PLAN OP WORK FOR 1922-23 SUBMITTED BY J. J. BROWN, TEACHER OFVOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN THE BUDA AND GOFORTH SCHOOLS— Cent.
Hate Seasonal Sequence Outline
Practical Work 
(Lab.. Field Trips, Farm Shop)
•I Periods Care and management of hogs: 
(a) Breeding stock: (b) F a t­
tening bogs; (c) Pigs; .(d) 
Stomach worms; (e) Lire: 
(f) Cholera; (g) Use of dis- 
cnfectants.
Treat any hogs tha t have worms, cholera, 
or lice.
Spray and disenfect local hog farm. Cas­
trate any pigs available.
2 Periods Relative importance of dairying 
in U. S,— In locality.
Sludv of milk: (a) For children; 
(h) For pias: (c) For chickens.
Study surveys and compare dairy industry 
with other industries. Show pictures of 
cream arriving a t large creameries. Make 
charts showing comparison of dairy pro­
ducts and poultry products in the State 
and county.
2 Periods Studv of breeds of dairy cattle: 
(a) Briefly all classes.
(h) Best class of locality.
(c) Study of Jersev and Hol­
stein with special reference 
to community.
Study pictures th a t show types of each 
class. Study pictures with special refer­
ence to udder and conformation.
(5 Periods Study of dairy cow: (a) Type; 
(b) Temperament; (c) Reference 
to milk production; (d) Special 
importance to mammery gland, 
milk wells and udders.
References:
Wing—Milk and its products;
F. B.-743, 803, 206. 602.
Judge six classes or dairy cattle. Have class 
score Jersev bull, (a) Special reference 




Problem of feed for dairy cows:
(a) Value of pastures.
(b) Value of succulent feeds; 
silage.
(c) Value of c. s. m.
Calculate rations, visit local dairy, draw 
plans. Visit silo, figure amount of feed 
to  fill, cement necessary to build, calculate 
number of dairy cows silo will feed for 
three months.
2 Periods Diseases of Dairy Cattle:
(a) Abortion; (b) Bloat; tc) 
Forage poisoning; (d) Milk 
fever.
Study of milk'fever instrument. Have class 
inflate udder of cow; remove Bir by milk­
ing.
2 Periods Problem: Care of milk on the 
farm:
(a) Cleanliness; (b) Use of 
coolers; (c) Use of aeristbrs.
Visit local dairv a t milking time if possible; 
(a) Observe cleanliness; (b) Observe 
care of milk. Make home-made milk 
cooler.
2 Periods Use of separators on the farm 
with reference to cost and num­
ber of cows necessary to make 
its use profitable.
Study separator: (a) Its care, (b) Have 
class separate some milk.
Project study:
fa) Cost; (b) Problems: (c) 
Mistakes; (d) Record hooks.
Visit projects with class.
Five days for Christmas.
References :\Ving—Milk and its 
products. F. B. 602. Produc­
tion of Clean Milk. F. B. 743, 
Feeding Dairy Cows: F. B. 206, 




Importance of growing beef an- 
imlas on the farm:
(a) Studv of best beef breed 
with emphasis on the best for 
the community.
Study pictures and charts of each breed. 
Emphasis on the type.
2 Periods Studv of score cards for beef 
animals.
Score several individuals using score card.
4 Periods Study of best methods of judging 
and giving reasons.
Judging of classes of beef animals available
2 Periods Discuss carcass of beef animals:
(a) Wholesale cuts.
(b) Retail cuts.
Study carcass charts of Armours. Visit 
local butcher shops.
YEARLY PLAN OF WORK FOR 1822-23 SUBMITTED BY J. J. BROWN, TEACHER OFVOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN THE BUDA AND GOFORTH SCHOOLS— Cont.
Date Seasonal Sequence Outline
Practical Work 
(Lab., Field Trips, Farm Shop)
3 Periods Problem of equipment;
(a) Pens; (b) Troughs; (c) Hay 
racks; (d) Hope halters.
Build feed trough, hay rack, make rope 
halters.
3 Periods Problem of feeding:
(a) From a commercial stand­
point; (b) With feeds avail­
able in locality.
Calculate rations* (a) With rations you 
can buy; (b) With feeds available.
3 Periods Diseases of cattle:
(a) Blackleg: (b) Anthrax; (c) 
Tick eradication
Vaccinate against blackleg. Visit local 
dipping vats. Calculate cement necessary 
to build vat. Calculate amount of dip 
solution and water necessary.
1 Period Problem of marketing:
(a) Locally; (b) Snipping co­
operatively.
Plot curve showing best time of year to sell.
References: Henry—Feeds and 
Feeding; Plumbs—Types and 
Breeds of Farm Animals; F. B. 
612, Breeds of Beef Cattle; 
F. 6.1068, Judging Beef Cattle.
February 
2 Periods
Importance of sheep on the farm: 
(a) Small initial cost; (b) Sheep 
as weed eaters, small patches, 
waste land, fence corners.
Figure possible profits from ten head of 
sheep for two years of time.
(a) Increase in flock.
(b) Amount of wool.
(c) Amount of knowledge gained from 
experience.
2 Periods Study breeds, especially Merino 
and RambouiHetts.
Sheep habits.
Problems in sheep raising:
(a) Lack of Knowledge; (b) 
Dogs; (c) Proper fencing; (d) 
Adaptability to climate and 
soils.
Study pictures and charts, emphasis on 
Merino and Rambouillett type. Have 
class draw plan of father’s farm and show 
whether or not sheep should be run with­
out much additional cost or trouble.
1 Period 
t) Periods
Study score card. Judge several individuals using score card 
method.
How to judge sheep:
(a) Method of holding: (b) 
Method of handling fleece in 
judging: (c) How to tell the 
age of sheep.
Judge six classes of available sheep. Spec ial 
emphasis with class on methods of holding 
and handling individuals.
3 Periods Care and management of ewes at 
lambing time.
(a) Value of separating ewes 
from muttons at breeding and 
lambing time: (b) Precautions 
necessary at lambing time; (c) 
Study diseases of lambs, special 
emphasis on stomach worms.
Docking and castration of lambs. If not 
possible, visit local sheep farms at this 
period, noting methods used in docking 
and castration. Pick out lambs infected 
with stomach worms, pointing out the 
chief characteristics of a wormy Iamb. If 
possible secure dead lamb, and hold post­
mortem examination for stomach worms.
4 Periods Equipment:
(a) Height of pens; (b) Kind of 
pasture fences necessary; (c) 
Value of shelter, espeneUy 
from wool standpoint; (d) Feed 
troughs, emphasis on height 
and portability; kind of trough 
necessary to prevent jumping 
over or into.
Build sheep troughs, hay racks, and portable 
panels.
2 Periods Problem of feeding:
(a) Value of pasture; (b) Flush­
ing: (c) Rations for mutton 
production.
Calculate amount of pasture necessary for 
1000 head, 100 head, 10 head. Calculate 




(a) Natural; (b) Artificial; (c) 
Testing eggs, 1. Fertility, 2. 
Abnormality; (d) Care of Incu- 
bator.
Have class clean lamp for incubator, put in 
water; study principles of the incubator. 
Light and run for two days under super- 
fision of class. Have class test three 
dozen eggs by candle method.
YEARLY PLAN OF WORK FOR 1923-23 SUBMITTED BY 1. J. BROWN, TEACHER OFVOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN THE BUDA AND GOFORTH SCHOOLS— Cont.
Date Seasonal Sequence Outline
Practical Work 
(Lab., Field Trips, Farm Shop)
'i Periods Management of sow and pigs at 
farrowing time:
A. Feed. (Before farrowing: 
(b) After farrowing. B. Housing 
for sow. C. Factors that cause 
dead pigs. D. Removal of needle 
teeth. E. Plan of marketing 
pigs* ears. F. Use of guard rails. 
G. Precaution against scours in 
pigs. H. Method of receiving 
pigs from sow.
Take class to farms wher sows are to farrow. 
With farmer?* permission build and fix 
farrowing pens; place bedding, make 
guard rails; have class when sow farrows. 
If necessary have pupil assist sow. If 
sow farrows at night have as many present 
as possible.
Will give this week to problems 
as they come up in community of 
sows farrowing; if sows farrow 
before this time, will place above 
plan one weak earlier. Plan 
depends on local conditions and 
time of farrowing.
•1 Periods Problem of lambing:
(a) Separation of ewes; (b) Feed 
for the ewes; (c) Proper time of 
weening, docking, castration.
Visit local sheep farms. Weigh four average 
lambs, with idea of weighing in 30-80 
etc. days to note growth and weight gain. 
Have class study in local flocks the breed­
ing characteristics of the good mother, 
and poor mother. Have class to castrate 
and dock Iambs. Plot curves showing 
best time to sell lambs.
1 Periods Care of baby chicks:
(a) First 48 hours; (b) Second 
48 hours; (c) First week; fd) 
Feeds; (e) Water; (f) Intestinal 
disorders.
Visit farm and observe baby chicks hatching. 
Visit farms and note per cent hatched. 
Follow up hatch to see growth and devel­
opment of baby chicks for the first week.
Periods Project problem study;
(a) Labor expended; (b) Coat; 
(c) Mistakes; (d) Problems.
Visit projects with class. Visit projects of 
boys in neighboring schools. Have as 
many prominent local men as possible 
to accompany the class on these trips.
References: Bulletin238, Artificial 
Brooding of Baby Chicks: Bui. 
137, Care of Growing Chicks; 
Bui. 153, Rations for Chick 
Feeding; Smith-Pork—Produc­
tion, Ch. 5. Pages 98-116. Bui. 
218—-Care of Ewes at Lambing 




Spring culling. Cull early; sell or 
kill boarders. Feeding of baby 
chicks with broiler market in 
view. Value of milk for grow­
ing chicks. Diseases—tire, 
rodents. •
Cull several flocks of birds. Examine for 
parasites. Make up insect powder and 
show method of applying. Spray houses, 
nests, pens with crude oil, kerosene or 
creosote.
•I Periods Feeding:
Feed balanced ration for egg 
production.
Best feed for growing chicks. 
Study egg production require­
ments: (a) composition of 
egg. (b) composition of feeds.
Build self-feeder for young chickens. Make 
outline tables for Keeping record of feed 
consumed, receipts, expenses.
2 Periods Other Classes of Poultry. Geese 
turkeys, ducks, pigeons. Study 
adaptability to locality, care, 
management and peculiarities 
of each class.
Visit any farms raising this class of poultry; 
observing methods used in hatching the 
young, feeding, diseases, etc.
•i Periods Bees:
Make study of local flora to de-t 
termine whether bees can get 
enough food for production of 
honey. Equipment of apiary 
supers, extractors, etc.
Visit local apiary, study methods used in 
management of bees and handling of 
honey. Build super.
YEARLY PLAN OF WORK FOR 1922-23 SUBMITTED BY J. I. BROWN. TEACHER OFVOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN THE BUDA AND GOFORTH SCHOOLS— Cont.
Date Seasonal Sequence Outline
Practical Work 
(Lab., Field Trips, Farm Shop)
4} Periods Horses and Mules:
Study leading breeds of horses* 
pie lures and records of our best 
individuals. Determine., from 
survey which is in majority in 
community horses or mules. 
Why? Work out problems of 
horse power versus _ tractors. 
Study method of telling age of 
horse by teeth.
Score best stallion, jack and mule colts 
in community. If possible show slide 
pictures of noted animals. Determine 
age of six horses.
•1 Periods Diseases of horses and mules. 
Lameness, spavin, ringbone, 
sore shoulders, fiistula, colic, 
tctcnus and itch. Study care 
of feet, and treatm ent for 
worms.
Examine horses for indications of disease. 
Have class to  shoe two horses at black­
smith shop under the direction of black­
smith. Drench horse as you would in 
colic. Mix up blisters, linaments and 
healing powders.
References: Gay, “Productive 
Itorsc Husbandry,” U. S. A. 
Year Book. Craig: “ Common 
Diseases of. Farm Animals.”
May
Periods
Feeding of horses and mules. 
Feed for growing colt, mules, 
mnres in foal and work horses. 
Balanced rations with feeds 
th a t arc available, pastures and 
best feeds for producing bone.
Work ou t rations for. classes mentioned. 
Build feed boxes, nose bags, and nose 
twisters.
■1 Periods Breeding:
Time to breed, length of gesta­
tion pcrind, use of breeding pits 
and guards, artificial breeding, 
capsule method, care of mare 
during pregnacy. Age to breed 
young slallions and number of 
marcs.
If possible show instrum ents and their 
use in artificial breeding. Judge class of 
mares, judge class of mules, emphasis on 
gait and size.
3 Periods P u t on spring school fair and ex­
hibition. showing work done by 
all grades, especially work of 
vocational pupils. Have track 
school exhibit and school carn­
ival all same time.
Prepare exhibit of all work shop material, 
educational charts, etc.
i'iPcriods Equipment of farm and its care. 
Proper harness oil to use and 
how to use it. Use of paint on 
the farm, gates, double-trees, 
buggy and wagon wheels. Rope 
work-knots and splicing. Tools, 
instruments, medicines, records 
that are useful on the farm.
Make rope knots and show how to splice. 
Make table of useful medicines that are 
available to have on hand. Show how 
to use account book and the value of 
same.
5 Periods Review work. Completing and 
summarizing of project work. 
Final examinations.
Entire week to be used in rounding out the 
year’s work. Reviews, reports and exam­
inations.
References: Henry and Morrisons 
‘“Feeds and. Feeding,’* F. B. 
1097, F. B. 619, F. B. 952. 
Horses U. S. D. A.
June Carry on extensive and intensive work in canning. Give public demonstrations 
in canning and assist as many homes as possible in the canning of fruits and 
vegetables.
Show farmers best methods of caring for and marketing eggs during hot summer 
months: (a) Getting rid of roosters; (b) Use of water.glass; (c) Clean nests 
and proper handling; (d) Benefit of egg circle.
Demonstrations in spraying and pruning. , „
Two weeks conference at Agricultural and Mechanical College for conference.
July Two weeks at Agricultural and Mechanical College for Conference. * 
Help farmers in control of <««*«■*« of animals ana plants, doctoring sick animals 
and spraying and pruiniag. Help farmers in the building of vats, silos, con­
crete work and in installation of electricity.
August Spend about two weeks in making inventory and getting acquainted with leading 
farmers who are interested in building up their community so that they can 
help me in interesting others. Help In  organixatation of creameries ana egg 
circles. Explain and get project work started for the new year. Help control 
boll worm and boll weevil by use of calcium arsenate and machines.
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problems selected and the method of approach used by Mr. Brown sug­
gested that the problems were related to the needs of the students and 
the communities.
The first State Plan for Vocational Education In Texas had 
required that students receive a minimum of 600 minutes of Instruction 
In vocational agriculture each week. The five year state plan for 1922- 
1927 modified the required time of instruction students of vocational 
agriculture were to receive. Each class was required to meet for
A Qninety minutes five days each week or a weekly total of 450 minutes.
The basic principles and procedures for building a long-time 
program and annual teaching plan, which are in use today, were brought 
to Texas in 1925 by Dr. D. C. McIntosh from the state of Indiana. The 
method of forming a course of study in vocational agriculture was de­
veloped by Dr. McIntosh in a doctoral dissertation he did at Indiana 
49University. Dr. McIntosh joined the teacher-training staff of the
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas In the summer of 1925,
and taught a class of teachers of vocational agriculture his methods
50of developing a local program of work. The plan developed by Dr. 
McIntosh contained the following features: farm surveys were made to
480utllne of Plans for Vocational EducatIon In Texas under the 
Smith-Hughes. Act. 1922-1927 (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational
Educational Education, Bui. 155, March, 1923), p. 8.
49Daniel Cobb McIntosh, Method of Forming a. Course In Voca­
tional Agriculture for Secondary Schools (College Station, Texas: 
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, 1927), pp. 1-116.
^^Letter on file from Dr. D. C. McIntosh, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
November 1, 1956.
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determine the major, minor, and contributory enterprises of the com­
munity; the information collected in the surveys was analyzed to dis­
cover the major farm problems in the community; the farm problems were 
grouped according to their similarity and difficulty; the groups of 
farm problems were arranged into courses of study for each year of 
agriculture; criteria were set up for deciding how much time to give 
each enterprise; a system was provided for analyzing each enterprise 
into jobs or problems, and for arranging the jobs or problems into 
teaching units; a tlme-budget sheet to assist in arranging problems 
in their seasonal sequence; and daily lesson plans with references to 
be used.5-*-
The Twenty-fifth Biennial Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction contains the following report from the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College about their assistance in developing long-time 
programs:
D. Full-time service of one member of the staff [McIntosh] 
was given to itinerant teacher-training during the first 
semester. The teachers' long-time programs and annual 
teaching Plans were handled by our teacher-training staff 
this year.
Another section of the State Superintendent's report contained 
the following Information relative to the work that had been done with 
the teachers of vocational agriculture In preparing long-time programs 
and annual teaching plans.
51McIntosh, 0£. cit., pp. 67-94.
5sTwenty-flfth Biennial Report. State Department of Education, 
1926-1928. Austin, Texas, 1929, p. 73.
7 2
Instruction for Making Long-Time Program and Annual 
Teaching Plan.--A very complete outline was put Into the 
tends of the teachers. The study of this outline enabled 
the teachers to get a clearer conception of the philosophy 
of program-making. More than a hundred teachers devoted a 
large part of their time during summer school to prepara­
tion of their teaching plans. Many of the teachers have 
expressed to teaeher-trainers and supervisors their appre­
ciation of the assistance received in preparation of their 
teaching plans; many have stated that for the first time 
they have grasped the underlying principles of course- 
making. We have received many expressions of appreciations 
of the value of such a plan.
We feel that our teachers are now really grasping the 
principles underlying the making of the long-time program 
and teaching plan and making it their own.
Each teacher of vocational agriculture was required to submit 
to the state office a long-time program and annual teaching plan not 
later than October 1, 1927. Each program was to consist of the 
following items:
a. Aim of the course In vocational agriculture.
b. Needs for vocational agriculture in the community.
c. The system of farming in the community as shown by 
community farm survey.
d. Farm survey summary.
e. A list of the enterprises by years included in the 
course of study over the period of the long time program.
f. Analysis of the enterprises into their teaching units and 
farm jobs.
g. Suggested projects for each year which should conform to 
the state of development of the long time program.
h. A complete record of all facts indicating the possible 
number of individuals by years over a period of four or 
five years which will be available for the four types of 
work contemplated by the state program— all-day classes, 
day-unlt classes, part-time classes, and evening classes.
5SIbld., p. 71.
54News Letter, Department of Agricultural Education, Austin, 
Texas, February, 1927, p. 6.
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The first Long-Time Program and Annual Teaching Plans were sent
in by W. M, Burkes, Paris, and the report in the monthly news letter
from the state department gave Mr. Burkes credit for having done an 
55excellent job.
The basic principles for preparing a long-time program and 
annual teaching plans which were introduced by Dr. McIntosh are still 
being used by the Texas teachers of vocational agriculture. There have 
been a few minor changes made in the guide for preparing the long-time 
program and annual teaching plan. The revised guide of 1939 made the 
following changes:
1. No standard farm survey form used.
2. Summary of farm surveys not to be submitted.
3. Annual teaching plans shortened by eliminating 
references, field trips, teaching outlines, and 
minor subdivisions of p r o b l e m s .
During the Interval from 1939 to 1954 the guide for building a 
long-time program was undergoing minor reorganizations, which in reality 
were nothing more than additions to the guide in use. The revisions 
included the following topics: (1) organizing the advisory council;
(2) plans for building the young farmer and adult farmer programs; 
and (3) addition to the list of main topics of farm leadership training, 
conserving wild life on the farm, and pasture improvement.5^
55Ibid.. September, 1927, p. 2.
56Gulde for Preparing the Long-Time Program and Annual Teaching 
Plans (College station, Texas: Department of Agricultural Education,
1939, Special Helps Bulletin No. 1), p. 2.
570ulde For Building A Program in Vocational Agriculture With 
Teaching Plans, For Teachers of Vocational Agr 1 culture,“"[no™date] , 
the guide was nine pages. (Mimeographed.)
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A state committee composed of teacher-trainers, area supervisors, 
and teachers of vocational agriculture revised the guide for building 
the long-time program and annual teaching plans in 1954. The revised 
guide contains the following features not found in the former guide:
(1) farm safety, health and sanitation was added to the list of major 
farm problems; (2) plans for carrying out a challenging program of work 
for a Future Farmer Chapter; (3) summer plans for a program of voca­
tional education in agriculture; (4) suggestions for planning young 
farmer and adult farmer education; and (5)model dally lesson plans for
C Q
all-day students.
The current guide for preparing the long-time program and 
annual teaching plans suggests that four of the major farm problems 
be taught in each of the four years; namely, Conserving Soil and Water, 
Farm Engineering, FFA Leadership, and Farm Safety, Health and Sanita­
tion. Other major farm problems taught during the four year course
are: first year, Improving Livestock and Poultry, Improving Plants,♦
and Producing a Living on the Farm; second year, Producing a Living on 
the Farm, Crowing and Harvesting Crops, Feeding Livestock and Poultry, 
Controlling Diseases and Insects of Plants, Developing Pastures, and 
Controlling Diseases and Pest of Livestock and Poultry; third year, 
Conserving Wildlife on the Farm, Marketing Farm Products, Managing the 
Farm Business, Caring for Farm Equipment, Producing Farm Timber, 
Beautifying Farm Homes, and Caring for Livestock and Pountry; fourth
^Suggested Culde With Annual Teaching Plans. Building a Local 
Program In Vocational Agriculture (Austin, Texas.: Texas Education
Agency, 1954), pp. 1-53.
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year, Developing Pastures, Controlling Diseases and Pest of Livestock
and Poultry, Conserving Wildlife on the Farm, Managing the Farm Busl-
59ness, and Caring for Livestock and Poultry.
VII. SOME FACTORS WHICH HAVE DIRECTLY INFLUENCED THE ALL-DAY 
PROGRAM OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN TEXAS
Every policy, regulation, practice, or activity which has 
changed or modified any phase of vocational agriculture in Texas, has 
Influenced the all-day program, either directly or indirectly. However, 
there has been several factors which have had a major role In shaping 
the nature of classroom instruction or the growth of the program. No 
single decade has experienced a preponderance of changes, but the 
factors have appeared, rather uniformly since 1917. The following 
factors have had a direct influence on the nature and development of 
the all-day program of vocational agriculture in Texas.
Teacher Circuits
The early leaders of vocational agriculture in Texas were con­
fronted with the problem of establishing the program in schools which 
needed it most. In most cases the farm boys were attending the small 
rural high schools of the state, and such schools usually could not 
afford their part of the teacher1̂  salary. The needs of such schools 
were provided for in the following manner:
59Ibid., p. 10.
Figure 6
Vocational Agriculture Class, Smetana (Bryan Circuit), 
E# R, Alexander, teacher of vocational agriculture, 
1921-22.
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Many country schools have been unable to take advantage 
of the vocational courses beeause of a lack of funds for 
teacher's salary and equipment. To meet this condition 
circuits consisting of three schools have been formed.
The chief requirements for the formation of a circuit 
are that the schools be located on a road that is good 
all the year and that a room for teaching vocational ag­
riculture, and a limited amount of equipment, be provided.
This room may be a small room on the school grounds.
Our experience Indicates that the most satisfactory 
plan is for the teacher of vocational agriculture to spend 
one-half of each day at one school and visit the other two 
on alternate afternoons.
Under certain conditions the State Board has followed 
the plan of reimbursing these small sehools "to the extent 
of three fourths of the salary of the teacher.®
The first circuit of three schools was established in 1920-21.
The three schools forming the circuit were, Augusta, Liberty Hill, and 
filWaneta. The number of schools served by teacher circuits has varied 
from year to year, but the formation of teacher circuits has become a 
well established practice for providing Instruction in vocational agri­
culture in small rural high schools which needed the program but could 
not afford a full teacher unit. However, the present-day teacher cir­
cuits are composed of only two neighboring schools, and the teachers 
spend one half of each day in the two school districts. There were 
eleven co-op (circuits) in Texas at the beginning of the school year, 
1957-58.62
60Bulletln of general Information Concerning Vocational Agricul­
ture in Texas (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational Education),
Bulletin 154, January, 1923, p. 14.
61Board for Vocational Education, State of Texas (Austin, Texas: 
State Board for Vocational Education), No. 217, January, 1927, p. 10.
62Plrectory of Vocational Agriculture Teachers (White), 1957-58 
(Austin, Texas: Texas Education Agency, Division of Vocational Educa­
tion, Agricultural Education, November, 1957), p. 26.
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Day-Unlt Program In Texas
Very little information was found in the records about the Day- 
unlt program in Texas. The program hardly deserves to be mentioned if 
the records are any Indication of the total effort which has been made 
in this phase of vocational agriculture.
Two Day-unlt courses, with a total enrollment of thirty-seven 
students, were reported in l925'-26. The following year there were 172 
students reported in an unspecified number of classes. No other Day- 
unit classes were reported in the annual descriptive reports until 1937- 
38, when 680 students were reported as being enrolled. During the next 
three years the following numbers of students were reported:' 1938-39, 
419; 1940-41, 102; and. 1941-42, nine classes with a total enrollment
of 167 students. The available records do not reveal that any Day- 
unit classes were taught after 1941-42.
Advent of Farm Shop Work in the Curriculum of Vocational Agriculture
Apparently the farm shop work did not become a part of the 
curriculum of vocational agriculture before 1920. The first reference 
to this phase of Instruction appeared in a general information bulletin 
published in January, 1923. A portion of the reference to farm shop 
work follows: v
. . . .  Some farm shop work should bp given each year 
throughout the three or four-year course and should be 
correlated to the Instruction that is being given that
33Annual Descriptive Reports. State Department of Agricultural 
Education, Texas Education Agency, Austin, Texas, 1923 to 1951.
Figure 7
State Rafter Cutting Contest In Progress
Reproduced from The Judging Contest, Bulletin No. 236 (Austin, Texas: 
State Board for Vocational Education,. August, 1928), p. 6.
Figure 8
"As a means of encouraging the development of farm shop work as a part of the course 
in Vocational Agriculture In Texas, the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas has 
organized a farm shop contest of four parts: Rafter cutting, soldering, concrete work,
and Ford work. The accon^anylng picture will convey some idea as to the nature of the 
work done the first time this contest was held, April 20, 1925." Reproduced from Voca­
tional Agriculture, general Information. Vol. II, No. 3 (Austin, Texas: State Board
for Vocational Education, March, 1926), p. 14.
Figure 9
’’Vile, the agriculture class and myself, built this shop during Oct: r and November.
We worked during class and on Saturdays. Cost of material $375.00, size SO'xSO1.” M. H, 
Thurmond, teacher of vocational agriculture, Quanah. Reproduced from Vocational Agricul­
ture. General Informtlon. Vol. II, No. 3 (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational
Education, March, 1926), p. 18.
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year. For example, If animal husbandry is being taught, 
the farm shop work might consist of planning and constructing 
or repairing hog and poultry houses, feeding floors, appli­
ances for poultry, swine, dairy, bee and other stock, etc.
If plant production is being taught the farm shop might 
consist of planning and constructing or repairing seed bins, 
wagon bodies, and field, garden and orchard appliances, etc.
Other exercises that may be Included in the farm shop are 
sharpening, care and use of tools, repairing farm machinery 
and engines, painting, concrete work, mending harness, rope 
work, soldering and tlnnlngs, forage work, etc.
The State Department of Agricultural Education recommended the
following list of equipment for eight to ten pupils:
1 26-Inch crosscut saw.
1 26-inch rip saw.
1 saw set.
1 10-inch flat bastard mill file.
1 6-lnch slim tapering triangular file.




By 1926 the State Department of Agricultural Education recom­
mended that Instruction be given In elementary wood work, harness work, 
soldering, painting, concrete, farm machinery, and auto mechanics. The
recommended list of hand tools for a class of fifteen boys was adequate,
fifiand their cost was estimated at $268.00.
^Bulletin of General Information Concerning Vocational Agricul­
ture in Texas (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational Education),
Bulletin 154, January, 1923, p. 21.
65Ibld., p. 22.
ddyocatlonal Agriculture (Austin, Texas: State Board for
Vocational Education), Vol. II, No. 3, Mareh, 1926, pp.. 29 and 31.
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The information about shop work which was published in the 
bulletins by the state department Indicated that students of vocational 
agriculture were given practical training in construction of school 
shops, farm buildings, and concrete. Apparently auto mechanics was 
very popular with the teachers and students of that period.
Increased emphasis was placed on farm shop instruction during 
World War II, and the trend toward farm mechanization since the war has 
furthered the need for instruction in all phases of agricultural en­
gineering. Since 1954 the State Department of Agricultural Education 
has been encouraging departments of vocational agriculture to supple­
ment farm shop facilities and increase the number of periods devoted 
to that phase of instruction.
Teachers of vocational agriculture are requested each year to 
designate their preferences for in-service training short courses, and 
the greatest demands have been in the various phases of agricultural 
engineering.
State Judging Contests
The earliest state-wide activities arranged exclusively for 
the students of vocational agriculture were the State Judging Contests 
which have been held annually at the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College. The event was commonly referred to as "Smith-Hughes Day at 
A. and M. College" during the decade, 1920 to 1930.
The contests began in 1919-20 with only one event, which was 
livestock judging. Dairy cattle judging was added as a second event 
in 1923-24, and the following year contests In poultry Judging and
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farm shop were added as the third and fourth events. A contest in 
entomology was added In 1925-26, and the list of events was completed 
In 1930-31 with a contest In soil conservation. The contests were 
usually held during April or May of each year, and teams from all parts 
of the state participated. The teams arrived at College Station on 
Sunday and Sunday night to register for the contests which were held the 
following Monday. The contestants, who waited for the results of the 
contests, assembled about 7:00 p.m. Monday evening to receive the prizes 
and awards.
The teams who represented Texas in the National Meat Identifica­
tion and Milk Judging Contests from 1934 to 1941 were selected by means 
of a contest held at Fort Worth during the Southwestern Exposition and 
Fat Stock Show. These two contests, like all others, were discontinued 
during the war period, and since 1948 they have been Included as events 
in the State Judging Contests.
The State Judging Contests were discontinued after 1941 because 
of tire rationing during World War II, and were not resumed until 1948. 
The judging contests, like so many other events associated with the 
state's program of vocational agriculture, were revised during the 
period of dormancy. Since 1948 the state judging contests have in­
cluded the following events: dairy cattle, dairy products, poultry and 
eggs, livestock, and meat identification. The events are Identical 
with those sponsored on a national level for Future Farmers of America.
The first place winners In the State Judging Contests, the Meat 




McLean Team and Coach, Winners of the Farm Shop Contest 
Left to right; A. A. Tampke, coach; Ben Howard, Orville Cunningham, 
Noah Cunningham.
Reproduced from The Judging Contest, Bulletin No. 236 (Austin, 
Texas; State Board for Vocational Education, August, 1928), p. 21.
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Figure 11. Santa Rosa Team, Winner of Entomology Contest 
Left to right; R. G. Burwell, Coach; Basal Davis, Carman Heald, 
Charles Cox.
Cisco Team, Winner of the Plant Production Contest.
Left to right; E. H. Varnell, coach; Glenn Rinard, Floyd. Thurman, 
Orlin Bint.
Reproduced from The Judging Contest. Bulletin No. 236 (Austin, 
Texas: State Board for Vocational Education, August, 1928), p. 22.
87
Figure 12
Dublin Livestock Judging Team
Left to right; R, B. Cleveland, coach; E. J. Hughes, J. T. 
Fulford, Troy Tatum.
Reproduced from The Judging Contest. Bulletin No. 236 (Austin, 
TexasJ State Board for Vocational Education, August, 1928), p. 11.
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TABLE VII
WINNERS OF STATE JUDGING CONTESTS67
1919-20 to 1940-41
Dairy












1924-25 Taylor Lubbock Stephen-
vllle
Katy
1925-26 Dublin Dublin Stephen-
vllle
Sllverton Huckabay
1926-27 Hillsboro Hillsboro McAllen Hillsboro Just In
1927-28 Dublin Dublin J.T.A.C. Santa Rosa McLean
1928-29 Sudan Dublin Runge Edinburg Comyn
1929-30 Ralls Sterling
City
1930-31 Mart Dublin Abilene Stephen- 
ville
Abllene Sanger






67Proceedings of the Thirteenth Annual State Convention of the Texas 
Association of FFA. Marshall, Texas, July 16-19, 1941, p. 71.
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TABLE VII (Continued)
Dairy Livestock Poultry Entomology Soil Con- Farm 
Cattle servatlon Shop
1932-33 Tyler Eden
1933-34 Academy Sylvester Melvin
Haskell Stephen- 
ville
1934-35 Sylvester Richland Naples 
























1937-38 Trenton Del Rio Cameron Emhouse Fayette­
ville
Graham
1938-39 Miles Mart McGregor Mount
Pleasant
1939-40 Lubbock Hamlin Alpine Graham











state winners of meat identification and milk judging contests68
Meat Identification Milk Judging
Placed in Placed In
State Winner Nat ional State Winner National
1934 Breckenridge First
1935 Harrold no data
1936 Breckenridge Second Bonham Thirteenth
1937 Breckenridge First Kerens no data
1938 Orange no data Bonham First
1939 Denison Third Clarendon Second
1940 Denison no data Clarendon no data
1941 Richland
Springs
Fourth Clarendon no data
68The Lone Star Farmer. 1934 to 1941.
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TABLE IX
WINNERS IN STATE JUDGING CONTESTS69 
1948 to 1957
Dairy Cattle Dairy Products Poultry Livestock Meats
1948 Abilene Hedley no data no data Hutto




1950 Austin Knox City Richland
Springs
Llano Abilene
1951 Burleson Gainsville Cooper Goldwaite Odessa












1955 no data no data no data no data no data
1956 Wilson Kaufman Buckholts Sweetwater Monterey
(Lubbock)
1957 Hallettsvllle Hempstead Tolar Frede­
ricksburg
Wyl le
egu The Future Farmer magazine, 1948 to 1957, and Proceedings of 
Annual State Conventions of Texas Association of the Future Farmers of 
Amerlea, 1948 to 1957.
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State Teachers* Conferences
The teachers* conference has been one of the principle methods 
used by the state administrators to provide In-service training for 
the teachers of vocational agriculture In Texas. The first state-wide 
teachers’ conference was held just six weeks after the first depart­
ments of vocational agriculture were established.
The first conferences of vocational agriculture workers 
for the state of Texas was held in Austin, Texas, January 
18 and 19, 1918. The problems for discussion on the first 
day of the conference consisted largely of those concerned 
with the administration of the Smlth-Hughes fund. The 
meeting was called to order at 9 a.m. January 18, 1918, by 
State Director J. D. Blackwell. Those present were C. H.
Lane, Federal agent for agricultural education for the 
Southern States; Professors M. L. Hayes, W. A. Broyles and 
N. E. FitgGerald [sic] of the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College; Professor W. S. Taylor of the University of Texas, 
and J. D. Blackwell, N. S. Hunsdon, Miss Nina B. Crigler 
and R. G. Bressler, of the Division of Vocational Educa­
tion In Texas.
The following program was carried out:
1. Requirements of Teacher-Training Departments and their 
Relation to the State Board for Vocational Education,
C. H. Lane.
2. A proposed Course for a Department of Agricultural Edu­
cation, M. L. Hayes.
3. A proposed Course of Study for Departments of Vocational 
Agriculture In Secondary schools— the place of:
Agronomy, W. S. Taylor.
Animal Husbandry, R. G. Bressler.
Horticulture, N. E. FitzGerald.
Farm Management, W. A. Broyles.
4. Home Projects and Their Supervision, J. D. Blackwell.
Those present on January 19 were: C. H. Lane, W. F.
Doughty, J. D. Blackwell, M. L. Hayes, W. A. Broyles,
N. E. FitzGerald, w. S. Taylor, N. S. Hunsdon, Miss 
Nina B. Crigler, R. G. Bressler, J. A. Barton, E. B. 
Cartwright, Fred B. Davis, A. C. Ferguson, L. V. Ellis,
E. A. Funkhouser, W.B. Hargis, J. N. Johnston, J. B.
Lane, W. B. Melton, N, A. Mayo, J. B. Ollphant, S. V. 
Perrlttee, J, C. Shoultz, and M. L. Spinks.
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The following committees were appointed;
1. Annual Conferences and Programs, W. S. Taylor, Chairman.
2. Home Projects, W. A. Broyles, Chairman.
3. Exhibits and Contests, E. G, Bressler, chairman.
4. Courses of Study in Vocational Agriculture for Secondary 
Schools, N, E. FitzGerald, chairman.
5. Relation of Vocational Agricultural Teacher and County 
Agent, M. L. Hayes, chairman.
The following program was then rendered;
1. What Federal Aid for Vocational Education Will Mean to 
Texas, Superintendent W. P. Doughty, Secretary State 
Board for Vocational Education.
2. Essentials for Success In Agricultural Education,
C. H. Lane, Federal Agent for Agricultural Education.
3. Vocational Agricultural Education in Texas and the 
Content of the Course in Plant Production, J. D. 
Blackwell, State Director.
4. The Content of the Course in Animal Production,
R. G. Bressler, Assistant Director of Vocational 
Agriculture.
5. The Content of the Course in Horticulture, N. E. 
FitzGerald, Associate Professor of Agricultural Educa­
tion, Agricultural and Mechanical College.
6. The Content of the Course in Farm Management, W. A. 
Broyles, Associate Professor of Vocational Agricultural 
Education, Agricultural and Mechanical College.
7. The Content of the Course in Farm Mechanics, E. A, 
Funkhouser, Instructor in Vocational Agriculture,
Rock Island, Texas.
8. Reports from teachers of Vocational Agriculture in 
secondary schools receiving Federal aid.
9. Visual Instruction in Vocational Agriculture, J. W. 
Shepherd, Head of Visual Instruction, Unlverity of 
Texas.
10. Teacher-Training at Agricultural and Mechanical 
College, M. L. Hayes, Professor of Vocational Agri­
cultural Education.
11. Teacher-Training at University of Texas., w. S. Taylor 
Associate Professor of Agricultural Education.70
7QFlrst Annual Report of the State Board for Vocational Edu­
cation. 1917-1918 (Austin, Texas: The State Department of Education,
Bulletin 95, July, 1918), pp. 10-12.
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The second state-vride conference for the vocational agricul­
tural teachers of Texas was held June 24 and 25, 1918, at the Agricul­
tural and Mechanical College.
After the reading of the minutes of the previous con­
ference and the appointment of committees, the following
program was rendered:
1. A System of Agricultural Schools and Departments Ade­
quate to Meet the Need of Texas, Dr. W. B. Bizzell,
President of the Agricultural and Mechanical College.
2. Relation of Departments of Agricultural Education to 
Teachers of Vocational Agriculture, M. L. Hayes,
College Station, Texas.
3. Course of Study Suitable for Departments of Vocational 
Agriculture, R, G. Bressler, Austin, Texas.
4. The Necessary Laboratory Equipment for Departments of 
Vocational Agriculture, R. S. Covey, Penelope, Texas.
5. The Necessary Library for Departments of Vocational 
Agriculture, 0. J. Rushing, Jasper, Texas.
6. Requirements for Project Work, J. D. Blackwell, Austin,
Texas.
7. Typical Crop Production Projects, A. 0. Calhoun,
Jacksboro, Texas.
8. Typical Vegetable Projects, M. L. Caldwell, Marlin,
Texas.
9. Typical Garden Projects, W. N. Elam, Jr., Austin,
Texas.
10. Typical Animal Husbandry Projects, T. E. Forest, DeLeon, 
Texas.
11. Typical Dairy Projects, N. A. Cleveland, Falfurrias,
Texas, and J. R. Spivey, Bellvllle, Texas.
12. The School Farm, W. C. Homeyer, Marshall, Texas, and 
G. M. Jones, Charco, Texas.
13. Poultry Projects, A. A. Skinner, Kenedy, Texas.
14. Fruit Production Projects, C. T. Sims, Cleveland, Texas, 
and H. C. Darden, Call, Texas.
15. Farm Management Projects, J. C. Shoultz, Woden, Texas.
16. Typical Seml-arld Region Projects, W. B. Melton, Yancy, 
Texas.
17. Typical Farm Mechanics and Building Projects, A. E. 
Funkhouser, Rock Island, Texas.
18. The School Fair In Its Relation to Vocational Agri­




The nature of the topics discussed at the first two teachers1
conferences indicates that all the teachers were in need of a vast
amount of detailed information concerning every phase of the program.
The next earliest annual descriptive report of the State Department of
Agricultural Education on file is for 1923. The report states that a
six day conference for teachers of vocational agriculture was held at
the Agricultural and Mechanical College, June 18-23, inclusive. A
second conference was held at Sam Houston State Teachers College, June
7?28-30, inclusive. The annual report further indicates the State 
Director, C. L. Davis, realized the in^ortanee of keeping teachers 
abreast of the changes which were taking place in agricultural educa­
tion.
Our present need is for more teachers having up-to- 
date technical and professional training. Our teacher- 
training institutions are now turning out an adequate 
supply of men possessing those qualities necessary to 
the success of a vocational teacher, and these men will 
gradually replace older men who have failed to keep step 
in the vocational procession.73
The Annual Descriptive Reports for 1923-24 and 1924-25 are not 
on file. The 1925-26 report reveals that the state conference was held 
in Austin on August 17-22, 1925. During the conference the teachers 
were divided into groups of twenty to twenty-five, and section leaders 
discussed problems with each group. The section leaders for the COn­
7 0* ̂ Annual De script lve Report of the State Board for Vocational 
Education to the Federal Board for Vocational Education. Austin, Texas, 
June 30, 1923, p. 2.
75Xbld.. p. 1.
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ference were R. D. Matlby, J. G. Gee, E. R. Alexander, J. B. Rutland,
74J, J. Brown and C. L. Davis.
District teachers’ conferences were held for the first time in
the summer of 1930. There were eleven conferences of two days each
for the white teachers of the state, and they proved so helpful that
75it was decided to hold them again in 1931. The practice of holding 
district and/or area teachers conferences was continued through 1936. 
However, in 1936 areas III, VII, VIII, and IX held joint conferences,
7 fias did areas I and II.
State conferences for teachers of vocational agriculture were
held from 1937 to 1941, Inclusive, at the Agricultural and Mechanical
77College during, the month of August.
The outbreak of World War II and the restrictions on travel made 
it necessary to discontinue the state-wide conferences during the war 
years, but the areas did hold annual summer conferences of two or three 
days.7 8
Since the close of the war there has not been a standard prac­
tice set for annual conferences. State-wide conferences were held for 
four summers Immediately following the war. Beginning in 1951 the 
practice of holding bl-area and tri-area conferences was followed 
through 1954, and annual state teachers' conferences have been held
74Ibld., 1925-26, pp. 3-4






The annual conferences of teachers of vocational agriculture, 
whether held on an area or state-wide basis, have been one of the 
most effective methods of providing in-service training. The programs 
of the conferences have been planned in such a way the teachers were 
briefed on the latest developments In technical agriculture and teach­
ing methods. The most common practice has been to bring before the 
teachers some outstanding leaders in the various fields of agriculture 
and education who could give the teachers the specific type of Informa­
tion which could be most effectively used by the teachers. The con­
ferences also provided the teachers an opportunity to discuss their 
problems with other teachers and obtain ideas for solving those prob­
lems. During the periods when scheduled events were not taking place 
the teachers would gather in snail groups and exchange ideas about how 
certain phases of the program might be Improved. The annual conferences 
have provided the new and less experienced teachers an excellent op­
portunity to meet leading teachers of vocational agriculture and obtain 
their council in the business of teaching or in countless other prob­
lems encountered. The annual conferences have made It possible for the 
state administrative department to explain in person any changes which 
might have been made in state policies or procedures. Misunderstandings 
have been cleared up in advance, thereby Insuring a better coordinated 
state-wide program from the beginning, bast but not least, the annual 
conferences have made it possible to Inform individuals and groups of 
laymen about the alms and purposes of vocational agriculture.
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State Staff Conferences
Mr. Robert A. Manlre, State Director of Vocational Agriculture, 
organized and began the practice of holding Staff Conferences in 1940- 
41. The following statement was taken from the Annual Descriptive 
Report for the same year.
Our State V.A. Policies Committee is composed of leading 
representatives from each of the ten areas of Texas.
This group holds an annual three or four day meeting to 
work out suggestions for Improvement of our program.79
In the beginning the committee was known as a policies committee,
but since 1945 this group has been known as the State Staff. The annual
report for 1945-46 was the first to indicate the composition of the
State Staff group.
One regular staff conference consisting of all super­
visors, teacher trainers, and one teacher and superin­
tendent from each area was held in Abilene in July.
This conference was for four days duration. Other 
meetings of the staff were held at intervals during 
the year.80
The annual descriptive reports from 1947-48 through 1950-51 did 
not Indicate that a superintendent from each area had attended the state 
staff conferences. The reports also indicate that from one to four 
meetings of this committee had been held annually since 1940-41.
The State Staff Conferences have made outstanding contributions 
. to the state program of vocational agriculture by formulating the
79' 1940-41, Annual Descriptive Report, Agricultural Education 
(Austin, Texass State Department of Agricultural Education), p. 4.
8QIbld.. 1945-46, p. 3.
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policies which would direct the program for the coming year or for 
several years. The policies were not formulated hastily, but they 
took shape after much discussion and deliberation. The vocational 
agricultural teachers have been encouraged to make known to their 
teacher representatives on the State Staff any of their problems or 
suggestions for improving the various parts of the state's program.
This representative body has been responsible for many of the modifi­
cations- In the state program since 1940.
Many of the ideas which originated within the State Staff have 
been taken directly to the teachers of each area by the teacher repre­
sentatives for discussion. After a proposed policy has been thoroughly 
discussed and the expressed desires of the local teachers made known, 
the State Staff has taken action in keeping with the teachers' wishes. 
Such a democratic approach to the many problems of agricultural educa­
tion has been favorably received by the teachers of the state. The 
procedure provides each teacher in the state an opportunity to share 
in the development of the state's program of vocational agriculture.
Many other groups and committees, on the state level, are con­
cerned directly with the problems at hand, but the State Staff has been 
primarily concerned with the problems and policies of the future.
Policies on Allocation and Re-allocatlon of Vocational Teacher Units
The Texas State Board for Vocational Education has established 
many policies and regulations governing the many phases of vocational 
agriculture, but it was not until 1954 that the board published defl-
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nlte regulations on the number of students necessary to establish and 
maintain a department of vocational agriculture. The various state 
plans have neglected to make a definite statement as to the number of 
students necessary to establish and maintain a teacher unit In voca­
tional agriculture. The State Plan, as late as 1947-1952, went no
Q “1
further than to statei "No minimum number of students specified."
Two general information bulletins published by the State Board contained 
identical statements concerning the number of students necessary to 
establish and maintain a unit in vocational agriculture. One bulletin 
was published in 1923, and the second in 1925.
Number of Courses.— New schools will need but one class 
until 25 or more pupils enroll for the work. After the 
first year a teacher must have at least 10 in each class 
in case he desires to teach two courses. If he teaehes 
only one course, a minimum of 8 pupils must be in the class 
throughout the year and 8 project reports must be sent to 
the state supervisor's office. The teacher should not, 
however, be satisfied with such a small class.®2
Definite policies were established in 1954 concerning the matter
of allocation and re-allocation of vocational teacher units. Policies
adopted on allocation of vocational agriculture units were:
To be eligible for consideration, a high school applying 
for a unit in vocational agriculture must have a minimum 
of two vocational agriculture classes with at least thirty 
eligible boys enrolled in the program. To be considered 
for a second unit, a high school must have an established 
average dally attendance of 200 to 500 with a minimum of 
two vocational agriculture classes for each unit, and at
®^Texas State Plan For Vocational Education. 1947-1952 (Austin, 
Texas: State Board for Vocational Education), Bulletin 491, January 31,
1949, p .  47.
82Bulletin of general Information Concerning Vocational Agricul­
ture in Texas (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational Education),
Bulletin 154, January, 1923, p. 14.
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least seventy-six eligible boys enrolled in the program.
• « * • • * • • • •
For a high school unable to qualify for a fdll unit de­
siring to receive consideration for three-fourths unit, 
a minimum membership of twenty-two eligible boys is re­
quired. Fifteen or more eligible boys are necessary for 
a one-half unit. A fractional unit should operate on the 
same basis as a full unit, with the school agreeing to 
pay the portion of salary not allowed for from the Minimum 
Foundation Program Fund. 3
The following policy was adopted for the reallocation of single
84units in a vocational program:
. . .  a minimum average membership of eligible students 
enrolled in a vocational program during the first six 
months of a current school year shall be required for 
re-allocation of a unit, for the following year.
Full u n i t .....................24
Three-fourths u n i t ............. 18
One-half unit  ............ 12
The following policy was adopted as minimum requirements for
multiple units in vocational agriculture:83
. . .  a minimum average membership of eligible boys en­
rolled in vocational agriculture during the first six 
months of a current school year shall be required for re­
allocation of more than one unit for the following year.
One and one-half u n i t s ......... 57
One and three-fourths units . . .  67
Two units....................... 76
Two and one-half u n i t s ........ 112
Two and three-fourths units . . .124
Three units.................... 135
07^"Policies on Allocation and Re-allocation of Vocational 
Teacher Units, Regulations on Reimbursable Vocational Teacher Travel," 
Excerpts from Handbook for Local School Officials (Austin, Texas: Texas 




Regulations on Reimbursable Travel Incurred by Teachers of Vocational 
Agriculture In Carrying Out Local Programs of Work
The policies of the State Board for Vocational Education on 
reimbursing teachers of vocational agriculture for travel expenses In­
curred In performing their duties have varied from time to time since 
1919. The first State Plan for Vocational Agriculture contained a 
definite regulation concerning travel.
. . . .  All local boards shall, prior to the approval of 
the application, furnish evidence that such conveyance as 
may be necessary to the personal supervision of all project 
work, will be provided the teacher of vocational agricul­
ture.80
An Identical regulation was contained in the State Plan for 
871921-22. However, the State Plans for Vocational Education from
1922 to 1937 did not refer to the reimbursement' of travel expenses
8 8Incurred by teachers of vocational agriculture. The following state­
ment was published in a general Information bulletin by the State 
Board in 1923;
Teachers are required to own some type of conveyance, 
usually a Ford, for project visitation. A very consider­
able per cent of his salary must go for car upkeep.
86Twenty-flrst Biennial Report, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, State of Texas. 1916 to 1918 (Austin, Texas; State Board 
of Education), p. 219.
^Outline of Plans for Vocational Education In Texas, 1920-21 
(Austin, Texas: State Department of Education), Bulletin No. 125, 
November, 1920, p. 14.
88Ibld.. 1922 to 1927, 1927-1932, and 1932 to 1937.
89General Information Concerning Vocational Agriculture In Texas 
(Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational Education), Bulletin No. 154, 
January, 1923, p. 15.
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Reeords indicate that, as early as 1925, a policy was adopted 
to provide for travel e^enses, incurred by teachers of vocational ag­
riculture, by adding it to their monthly salaries.
The teacher of vocational agriculture must have a car 
for project supervision and community work. The only 
way that we can reimburse the board for a part of this 
necessary expense is to include it in the salary.
A minimum of $25 per month should be allowed for car 
expenses. If a teacher is not using a car to this 
extent he is not doing his duty.
Apparently the teachers of vocational agriculture received 
twenty-five dollars additional salary each month as reimbursement for 
expenses incurred in carrying out local programs from 1925 to 1936. 
Since 1936 the following policies have been in effect:
Prior to 1947-48 reimbursement from state and Federal 
funds was based on teacher's salary only. Prior to 
1943-48 vocational teacher’s salary was approximately 
$600 above classroom teacher’s salary. It was generally 
understood that the increase.was to care for travel ex­
pense incurred by vocational agriculture teacher in per­
forming his duties.
Beginning in 1947-48 fiscal school year specific alloca­
tions have been made to schools for vocational agriculture 
travel based upon itemised statements of miles traveled 
and other expenses incurred by the teacher. The amount 
has ranged from $700 to $850 per 100 per cent departments 
annually if needed.91
Regulations on reimbursable vocational travel were set up in 
1954, and the specific regulations applying to vocational agriculture
bulletin of General Informat ion Concerning Vocational Agri­
culture (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational Education), Bulletin 
No. 181, January, 1925, p. 5.
91Letter on file from George Hurt, State Director of Agricul­
tural Education, Austin, Texas, January 31, 1958.
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are the following:
The superintendent of schools shall be responsible for 
the supervision of travel of vocational teachers employed 
in his school district. This responsibility Includes ap­
proval of travel within the school district, and prior 
written approval to vocational teachers of travel he can 
conveniently authorize them to make outside the school 
district for performance of necessary duties directly re­
lated to the vocational education program of the school.
• • • * • ♦ •  • • •
It shall be the responsibility of the superintendent of 
sehools to verify and approve or disapprove each item of 
expense submitted monthly by vocational teachers, and to 
maintain accurate records of travel expenses paid voca­
tional teachers. These records shall Include:
1. Monthly travel reports of each vocational teacher.
2. Receipts for cost of each teacher’s hotel or room 
rent when Incurred on trips outside the local school 
district authorized and approved by the superin­
tendent of schools.
3. Receipts for railroad, bus or airplane travel, tax 
exempt, on trips outside the school district authorized 
and approved by the superintendent of schools when 
public transportation facilities are used in lieu of a 
teacher’s personally owned car, or school-owned or 
school-loaned vehicle.
4. Written authorization to vocational teachers for 
each trip approved outside the school district.
5. Record of bus fares for performance of official 
duties within the school district when the voca­
tional teacher does not own a personal automobile 
or prefers to use city buses to perform duties 
directly connected with the vocational program the 
teacher is employed to conduct.
Maximum reimbursable amounts for a unit. Within funds 
available, reimbursable travel expenses of vocational 
teachers requested by superintendents of schools shall be 
reimbursed at a 100 per cent rate not to exceed the maxi­




Full unit— $700 for 12 months
Three-fourths unit— $525 for 12 months
One-half unit— $350 for 12 months.92
The maximum amount of relmburable travel allowable for each 
vocational teacher unit, and the rate per mile traveled In a personal 
ear has varied from blenniel to blennlel* Bach teacher of vocational 
agriculture was allowed a maximum of $850.00 reimbursable travel ex­
pense for 1956-57. The regulations on reimbursable travel incurred by 
teachers of vocational agriculture has produced a marked change In 
their attitude, and also In the attitudes of other teachers in the 
local system. Under the former plan, teachers of vocational agricul­
ture were Inclined to take the view that travel expenses were paid for 
out of their monthly salaries, and other teachers in the system were 
inclined to think the teacher of vocational agriculture was receiving 
a much greater salary for comparable training and experience. The 
situation was more or less universal prior to 1954.
Activities In Local Departments of Vocational Agriculture
One of the most disappointing aspects of the records and other 
printed material concerning the program of vocational agriculture in 
Texas is the lack of Information dealing specifically with local pro­
grams and teachers of vocational agriculture. The records reveal very
t
92,,Policies on Allocation and Re-allocation of Vocational 
Teacher Units, Regulations on Reimbursable Vocational Teacher Travel,” 
op. clt., pp. 62 and 63.
Figure 13. "Every year we hold a community fair. At this time the home projects of 
the_vocational agriculture class are shown. In this picture baby beef projects are seen." 
A. V. McSlothing, teacher of vocational agriculture, Waelder. Reproduced from Vocational 
Agriculture, general Information. Vol. II, No. 3 (Austin, Texas: state Board for Voca­
tional Education, March, 1926), p. 36.
1 4tlr4l
Mr. Moore, teacher of agriculture at Nixon, 50 miles from San Antonio, conceived the idea of increasing interest and morale 
of his agriculture class by taking them for a two day trip to San Antonio. The agriculture teachers at Waehler, Smiley. Gillette. 
Stockdale, Sayers, joined him. The Mistletoe Creamery Company of San Antonio furnished trucks for transportation and all the 
ice cream— and this was considerable— to the boys.
Figure 14
Reproduced from Vocational Agriculture. General Information. Vol. II, No. 3 





Teacher of Vocational Agriculture at McAllen, 
while on a visit to the project of Charles 
Peterson, a member of his class.
Reproduced from Vocational Education With Special Reference 
to Vocational Education In Agriculture. Vol. V, No. 3 (Austin, 
Texas: State Board for Vocational Education, April, 1929), p. 17.
Figure 16. Monthly radio programs have been broadcasted through the courtesy of Mr. 
Victor H. Schoffelmayer, Agricultural Editor, Dallas News and Semi-Weekly Farm News. The 
above picture shows the participants in the hog calling contest, a part of our program of 
February 7th. (From left to right) Joe Lee Harelson, Hubbard; Boyd Payne, Hillsboro 
(winner of contest); Tlncy Puckett, Itasca;.Ray Brunson, Mt. Calm. Reproduced from Voca­
tional Agriculture, General Information, Vol. II, No. 3 (Austin, Texas: State Board for
Vocational Education, March, 1926), p. 32.
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little of the personalities and activities of vocational agriculture.
The State Department of Agricultural Education started the practice of
publishing a monthly news letter about 1925, and some Issues contained
copies of letters which had been received from teachers of vocational
agriculture. Following are some random samples of those letters and
some announcements by the state director and state supervisor:
Project Record Books for 1925-26 are due now. Send all 
project record books by first class mall to the High 
School Division. Capitol Station, Austin, Texas.
A ldtter from A. A. Tampke at Huckabay, Texas.
. . . .  I have done considerable terracing lately and 
have culled 500 hens with my class this past week. . . .
I have also induced the farmers to order 15,000 onion 
and cabbage plants.
A letter from A. V. MeGlothing at Waelder, Texas.
. . .  My evening school classes are getting larger and 
I am delighted with the contact I am having with the 
farmers.
Tenaha— J. C. Shoultz— The Tenaha Purebred Poultry 
Growers' Association Is functioning. Many mongrel 
flocks are being eliminated.96
Poteet— S. V. Burks— January has been a busy month for 
my Senior Vocational Class. We have started the con­
struction of one poultry house for demonstration purposes.
We have given two pruning demonstrations each week and 
have pruned six orchards completely. We have given one 
terracing demonstration and have terraced one field 
completely. We have gotten out one community hatch of chicks 
and have culled four flocks of laying hens. We have set two 
orchards and sprayed two.
9^News Letter (Austin, Texas: Vocational Agriculture Department),
Vol. II, No. 16, January, 1927, p. 1.




I have calls now for more than we can possibly do during 
February.97
Hillsboro— C. B. Spencer— Held father and son banquet. 
Seventy-four were present.98
Bnnls— M. D. Lewis— Made plans and organized a day-unlt 
class at Garrett, a nearby town. Meet this class twice a 
week. Poultry is the major subject matter we are studying.99
Builard— J. B. Roark— We are doing terracing work and 
having more calls than we can fill.100
Pleasanton— J. M. Addison— Had a very successful meeting 
with melon growers on first Tuesday evening In January. We 
have the marketing situation of this product thrashed out 
better than ever before.101
Hubbard— J. A. Hendricks— The Agricultural Demonstration 
Train was in Hubbard all day. Not only both of my classes, 
but all of the high school pupils as well as the grammar 
school pupils were taken through the train by classes with 
a teacher In charge.102
Sanger--L. I. Samuel— We had our Father and Son Banquet, 
and It went off In fine shape. . . .
Just after feeding them well on chicken and all the 
accessories to match, I talked to them "loud and long" 
about these projects, and they promised to continue their 









Goforth— J. W. Edwards— On July 1st I plan to give the boy 
In each class showing the best set of records, notebook and 
all around improvement In his project, four fine white leghorn 
pullets and a cockrel.
Denison— A. C. Casey— The evening class on poultry closed on 
the 25th. Purina Mills Educational Department cooperated in 
giving a play, The Lay of a Hen, on the closing night. . . . 
There were in attendance about 500 people, 10°
Itasca— J. M. Reynolds— Cotton farmers transporatlon prob­
lems solved. The?once upon a time cotton farmers of Itasca 
have solved their transportation problems via the Duroc 
Brood Sow route, . . .
Marlin— J. M. Wilson— Friday evening, April 29, the classes 
had a Father and Son banquet. We had as our special guest,
Mr. E. R. Alexander of A.& M. College, . . .  He also'brought 
with him five of his seniors who seemed to enjoy the occasion 
very much.107
Yoakum— I. F. Gassert— Have written articles pertaining to 
current farm problems for the Yoakum Dally Herald, . . . .
I have culled at least 2,000 hens for various small 
farmers of this section. . . .
I have run terrace lines for two farmers. . . .
Four speeches, or rather talks in reference to insect 
control and Insecticides were made. . . .
Four teams are being trained to represent Yoakum at the 
annual contest at A.AM, College.
Have made some pictures recently of our various activities 
for state papers . . ,
Have planted six acres of pure bred cotton seed and highly 
fertilized it in an effort to get farmers to take Interest in 
better cotton seed and to demonstrate the use of fertilizer.
Made a talk before Shiner Chamber of Commerce and a group 
of farmers . . .
Had all of my boys to write on the subject of Safe Farming 
and selected two of the best compositions. . . .
Have turned in eighteen applications for the C.M.T.C. to 
be held at Fort Sam Houston.





Have coached the high school baseball team— In spare 
time— they have won seven and lost two.
Other work consists of the usual amount of advice and 
assistance to farmers. Too much space would be required 
to give a detailed account of Individual service. 08
Academy Consolidated School, Heldenhelmer— l i V .  E. Leverkuhn 
The evening school In dairying has been coming along 
nicely with 24 enrolled and an average attendance of 20.
The class meets twice each week on Monday and Thursday 
nights.10
Reports to be Filled out by Teachers of Vocational Agriculture
1. Monthly Report— 210, on or before the 5th of each month.
2. Teacher*s Weekly Schedule— 135, due as soon as class Is 
organized.
3. Scope of projects--136, due November 1.
4. Financial Report on Projects— 141, due December 1_ (Note 
change in this date) and preliminary report June 1.
5. Evening school reports:
221 due before class starts.
136 due when classroom instruction closes.
220 due at close of supervised practice. ,
6. Long-time program and annual teaching plan, due October 1.
Beginning with the year 1926-27 Texas has selected a 
master teacher to compete with other states In the Southern 
Region Master Teacher Contest, The following men have repre­
sented Texas:
C. D. Parker, Dllley —  1926-27
A. C. Casey, Denison —  1928-29
W. N. Elam, Taylor - - 1927-28 and 1929-30
E. H. Varnell, Cisco —  1930-31
This contest is open to all white teachers of vocational 
agriculture in the southern region, and is quite an honor 
to be ranked the most outstanding teacher in the state of 
Texas and in the Southern Region. Every teacher of voca­
tional agriculture should make a special effort to be a 
master in his line of work.
108Ibld., pp. 6 and 7.
109l bl d .. p .  4 .
■L10Ibld., Vol. Ill, No. 1, September, 1927, p. 3. 
ln Ibld., Vol. VI, No. 8, March, 1932, p. 3.
114
- 0 -
Our official family lost a valuable member when W. H.
Avery, vocational agriculture teacher at Lullng, was killed 
on the Austin-Houston Highway as he and four of his students 
were returning from the Judging Contests. Mr. Avery, who 
held a B.S. degree from Alabama Polytechnic, had been teaching 
vocational agriculture in Texas since 1928 when he went to 
Kyle. From Kyle he moved to Luling in 1930. 12
By the close of the school year 1931-32, the monthly news letter 
published by the State Department of Agricultural Education was devoting 
a major portion of its space to the Texas Association of the Future 
Farmers of America and the routine matters concerning vocational agri­
culture. Since that time, very little has been published which would 
reveal the attitudes of teachers of vocational agriculture towards 
their profession.
The following tribute was paid teachers of vocational agriculture 
In 1954:
Here's to the unsung heroes.^ of agriculture . . . the
F. F. A. advisors.
Men whose tasks never seem to be quite done. Men 
who are working in the back of the stall when the grand 
champion is being photographed, or perhaps are bringing 
up other animals to. be judged.
Men who are tireless in their efforts to teach, explain, 
and demonstrate the latest developments in a changing agri­
culture.
Men who have guided many boys into successful careers 
in farming.
Let's doff our hats to these hard-working fellows . . . 
the vocational agriculture teachers of Texas.113
ll2Ibld., p. 3.
113The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, December, 1954, p. 3.
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From 1932 until the present time, teachers of vocational agri­
culture have rarely revealed themselves or their contributions, ex­
cept through the records of their handiwork.
The Influence of the Future Farmer Movement on Texas1 Program 
of Vocational Agriculture
The literature and reports which were published about the 
state's program during the first decade clearly revealed the basis 
upon which the leaders justified the training in vocational agricul­
ture. A common practice In the early years was to give a comparison 
between the net profits earned by the students of vocational agricul­
ture for one year and the salary paid the local teacher of vocational 
agriculture. The cases cited were excellent proof of the program's 
value to a community. All of the early teaching aids, In the final 
analysis, centered on the problems of teaching technical agriculture. 
The primary aim of the program was to Improve the standard of living 
with Increased earning power of farm people through new and Improved 
practices of farming and ranching. Another strong argument, used in 
support of the program, was the fact that farm boys and adult farmers 
were receiving a useful type of training In which they were deeply 
Interested. During the first decade the program enjoyed a steady 
rate of growth in departments of vocational agriculture from twenty- 
eight In 1917-18 to 158 in 1926-27, and for the same period the en­
rollment Increased from 408 to 3,510 students, as shown by the data in 
Table X. In reality, the greatest need of the state program of voca-
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TABLE X
GROWTH OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN TEXAS113
White White and Colored White and Colored
All-Day Evening Part-time






1922-23 100 1,746 23 317
1923-24 124 2,152 30 348
1924-25 143 2,714 16 399
1925-26 158 2,332 22 544
1926-27 158 3,510 25 250
1927-28 164 3,945 95 1,833 12 147
1928-29 202 4,521 170 3,847 6 91
1929-30 225 5,650 273 3,054 3 60
1930-31 229 5,024 408 7,587
1931-32 239 6,427 412 8,445
1932-33 243 8,036 360 7,633 67 1,063
1933-34 279 8,995 532 13,173 56 818
1934-35 332 11,954 587 14,459 81 1,168
1935-36 384 14,831 583 12,784 87 1,280
1936-37 449 17,730 655 20,477 114 2,120
19 37-38 524 19,944 769 17,719 268 3,555
1938-39 553 22,716 756 18,009 197 2,654
1939-40 618 26,379 740 25,411 519 6,976
1940-41 642 27,372 909 21,595 547 8,809
1941-42 688 28,084 981 28,253 673 11,380
1942-43 651 23,856 1,026 24,351 218 3,463
1943-44 559 21,327 873 24,385 149 2,910
1944-45 494 18,571 720 19,828 123 1,873
1945-46 480 19,245 651 17,650 143 2,130
1946-47 500 20,239 640 18,300 174 2,819
1947-48 554 21,989 593 20,763 154 2,349
1948-49 593 21,641 566 17,267 182 2,553 -
1949-50 741 26,169 744 58,552 231 4,080
195.0-51 847 31,015 834 56,214 223 4,567
1951-52 902 33,452 701 26,713 237 4,164
1952-53 849 35,978 759 28,265 254 7,713
1953-54 867 36,822 564 14,488 279 3,304
1954-55 879 37,352 513 14,081 257 3,072
1955-56 904 36,238 485 14,348 227 2,847
1956-57 907 34,739 645 17,605 293 3,456
113,,Growth of Vocational Agriculture in Texas" (Austin, Texas; 
Texas Education Agency, Department of Agricultural Education, [no date]), 
p. 2. (Mimeographed.)
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tlonal agriculture was some means of glamorizing the activities for 
promotional purposes. The meanB of publicizing the activities of 
vocational agriculture in Texas were provided in 1928 by the forma­
tion of a state organization of the Future Farmers, which later 
became the Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America.
The Future Farmer organization provided the spark or stimula­
tion so desperately needed in the state’s program of vocational ag­
riculture. Besides meeting the fraternal needs of farm youth, the 
Future Farmer organization provided appropriate immediate and inter­
mediate goals which greatly assisted a boy in reaching the ultimate 
goals in vocational agriculture. A casual examination of all the 
records and other printed materials published by the State Department 
of Agricultural Education would lead the average layman to believe 
that the major emphasis in Texas after 1928 has been on the Future 
Farmer movement. In one respect, such a deduction is correct, 
because teachers of vocational agriculture have freely used the 
stimulating power of leadership training and degree advancement, in 
the Future Farmer organization, to entice their students to achieve 
respectable goals in technical agriculture. On the other hand, 
individuals familiar with the program of vocational agriculture do 
not look upon FFA Degrees and awards merely as symbols, but as indica­
tions of definite achievements in leadership training and Improved 
farming operations.
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The all-day program and the Future Farmer activities in Texas 
have been so closely Interwoven since 1935 that it would be almost 
impossible to define a line of demarkation; furthermore, no useful 
purpose would be served by separately tracing the developments of 
each. Therefore, the writer has chosen to present the greater part 
of the all-day program, from 1935 to the present, in the chapter 
devoted to the development of°the Future Farmer movement in Texas.
CHAPTER IV
DEVELOPMENT OP THE FUTURE FARMER MOVEMENT IN TEXAS
The growth of vocational agriculture during the first ten 
years, 1917-18 to 1926-27, was neither more nor less than would have 
been expected of any new educational program. The departments of 
vocational agriculture had Increased from twenty-eight to 158, and the 
enrollment had Increased from 408 students in 1917-18 to 3,510 white 
students in 1926-27, as shown by the data in Table X. The state ad­
ministrators and supervisors had devoted their efforts to in-service 
training of teachers on the job, and promoting the program in high 
schools that needed, but had not yet established, departments of voca­
tional agriculture. The teachers of vocational agriculture had devoted 
their energy to doing the best job possible in teaching technical agri­
culture. From 1917 to 1927 the instructional program of the local 
teachers of agriculture had been confined to the all-day students and 
adult farmers, as indicated in Table X. Nothing unusual or outstanding 
took place in the first decade of vocational agriculture in Texas, 
except the fact that it was establishing Itself as a permanent part of 
the State’s public school program. The early leaders and teachers 




I. FUTURE FARMERS OF TEXAS
The Future Farmers of Texas organization was an outgrowth of a 
movement among the farm boys of Texas who were enrolled In classes of 
vocational agriculture in 1927-28. Many of the teachers of vocational 
agriculture realized the need for such an organization, and they gave 
active support to the formation of a state-wide association of local 
chapters that were already in operation.
The Future Farmers of Texas movement was started at 
the State Conference of Teachers of Vocational Agricul­
ture held in College Station, July 16-20, 1928. During 
the year 1928-29 one hundred and twelve local chapters 
affiliated with the State organization and the individual 
membership was slightly over 2600. A state charter was 
granted on February 28, 1929. A monthly magazine called 
the ’’Future Farmer News” was sent each member from the 
State Adviser’s office at College Station.
The first Annual State Meeting was held at College 
Station, with 93 chapters sending delegates, April 22,
1929. At this meeting a State Program was adopted and 
State Officers were elected. Arthur Ellis of New Waverly 
was elected the first President of the Future Farmers of 
Texas; other officers elected were E. J. Hughes, of Dublin, 
Vice-President; Herbert Davis of Silverton, Secretary;
Louis Sorenson, of Taylor, Treasurer; and C. C. Robinson 
of Crystal City, Reporter. Mr. E. R. Alexander was elected 
State Adviser.*
The charter referred to above was granted by the Texas Secre­
tary of State to the Future Farmers of Texas. The following informa­
tion concerning the charter was obtained from the Office of Secretary
2of .State:
Ê. R. Alexander, J. C. Dykes, and W. R. Sherrill, Future Farmer 
Handbook for Local Advisers (College Station, Texas: Future Farmers of
Texas, [no date])",' p. 5.




Reproduced by the Courtesy of Department of 
Agricultural Education, Texas A.&M. College.
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Re! Future Farmers of Texas
Chartered: 2-27-29
Place of Business: College Station
Incorporators: C. L. Davis, State Supervisor of Vocational
Agriculture
E. R. Alexander, Teacher Trainer of Agricultural 
' and Mechanical College of Texas, 
of Brazos County, Texas 
C, H. Winkler, Dean of the School of Vocational 
Teaching, of Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of Texas 
Incorporated under Paragraph 2, of Article 1302, of the 1925 
Revised Civil Statutes of Texas.
Trustees elected for the first year:
S. M. N. Marrs, Austin, Texas 
C. L. Davis, Austin, Texas 
J. B. Rutland, Austin, Texas 
J. J. Brown, Austin, Texas 
S. C. Wilson, Huntsville, Texas 
E. R. Alexander, College Station, Texas 
C. H. Winkler, College Station, Texas 
Capital Stock— none 
Purpose: Educational
Existence: for the term of Fifty Years
Amendments: none
No record of this corporation ever changing Its name.
The first Future Farmer Chapter in Texas was organized at 
Winters, Texas, on September 7, 1928, under the direction of R. E. 
Homman.
A statement found in the "Constitution and By-Laws of the Texas 
Association of Future Farmers of America, 1936-37" conflicts with a 
statement found in the "Future Farmer Handbook for Local Advisers" as 
to who was the first state president of the organization. The con­
flicting paragraph is given in full for comparison:
The first Annual Meeting was held at College station, 
on April 22, 1929. Ninety-three chapters sent delegates.
At this meeting a State Program was adopted and State
^The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, July, 1950, p. 4.
Figure 18 
HOWARD STROTHER
Reproduced by Courtesy of Department of Agri­
cultural Education, Texas A. & M. College.
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Officers were elected. Howard Strother of Mt. Pleasant 
was elected the first president of the organization; 
other officers elected were E» J. Hughes of Dublin, Vice- 
President; Herbert Davis of Silverton, Secretary; Louis 
Sorenson of Taylor, Treasurer; and C. C. Robinson of 
Crystal City, Reporter. Mr. E. R. Alexander was elected 
Adviser
The November, 1929, issue of the Future Farmer News contains 
two statements that support the data found in the "Future Farmer Hand­
book for Local Advisers." In the lead article, "Four Boys Awarded Lone 
Star Farmer Degree," the following sentence is found; "The Future 
Farmers of Texas held their first called State Convention at Dallas on 
October 26." The second statement is found in an article, "Our State 
Meeting," which reads: "Howard Strother, Mt. Pleasant, was elected
President, to succeed Arthur Ellis resigned."® The following explana­
tion of the conflicting statements is justified by the available data: 
Arthur Ellis of New Sfaverly was elected the first president of the 
Future Farmers of Texas April 22, 1929, at College Station, Texas.
Arthur Ellis resigned before the organization held its second convention 
in Dallas on October 26, 1929, and Howard Strother, Mt. Pleasant, was 
elected to the office of President of the Future Farmers of Texas. The 
author was an official delegate at the convention held in Dallas,
October 26, 1929, and recalls voting for Howard Strother for President.
^Constitution and By-Laws of the Texas Association. Future 
Farmers of America. 1936-37, Austin, Texas, p. 17.




Seven days after Howard Strother was elected President of the Future 
Farmers of Texas, the National Association of the Future Farmers of 
America Issued the state charter to the Texas Association. In reality, 
Howard Strother was the first President of the Texas Association of the 
Future Farmers of America, but the second president of the Future 
Farmers of Texas.
The Future Farmers of Texas, chartered under the State Laws of 
Texas, was In existence only eight months. Those eight months were 
months of outstanding accomplishments; the organization held two state­
wide meetings, state officers were elected and a program of work was 
set up, and the organization began to publish a monthly magazine for 
the members.
Shortly after the state convention, which was held in Dallas 
October 26, 1929, Mr. E, R, Alexander, State Adviser, Mr. J. C. Dykes, 
and Mr. W. R. Sherrill published a ’'handbook for advisers.11 The hand­
book must have been of great assistance to local chapters and advisers 
in carrying out the local programs. The handbook covered in detail 
such topics as: responsibilities of local advisers, purpose of the
organization, methods of organizing a local chapter, suggested subjects 
for each monthly meeting, a list of activities for which certificates 
of merit might be granted, Creed of a Future Farmer, summer activities, 
methods of reporting activities, suggested procedure for regular 
meetings, sample minutes, parliamentary procedures, suggested ceremony 
for raising Green Hands to Texas Farmers, suggestions for holding a 
father and son banquet, and the Constitution and By-Laws for Future 
Farmers of Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America. The
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"Future Farmers Handbook for Local Advisers" Is another example of
the many fine teaching aids that have been developed for the many new
7phases of the state’s program In Agricultural Education.
The state’s program of vocational agriculture had undergone 
certain modifications during the first decade, but the Future Farmers 
of Texas was a new Idea, an addition to the former program. It would 
be almost Impossible to determine accurately the value of the Future 
Farmer movement to Texas’ program of vocatloral agriculture, but the 
leaders and teachers of that period believe it has been the greatest 
promotional medium ever utilized by vocational agriculture. The pro­
grams and ceremonies of the organization provided the means for moti- 
varing the imagination and interest of farm boys toward greater and 
more useful self realization. Vocational agriculture, combined with 
the Future Farmer organization, has provided farm boys with the educa­
tional, the fraternal, and the social opportunities for development 
which they so urgently needed and desired. The advent of the Future 
Farmers of Texas marked the beginning of a complete secondary educa­
tional program for the farm boys of Texas.
II. THE TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF THB FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA
The National Association of the Future Farmers of America Issued 
a charter to the Texas Association of Future Farmers on November 2, 
1929, and Texas was the thirty-fourth state to receive a charter from
7E. R. Alexander, J. G. Dykes, and W. R. Sherrill, Future Farmer 
Handbook for Local Advisers (College Station, Texas: Future Farmers of
America, [no date]). The Handbook has thirty-one pages.
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8the National FFA Association.
The data in Table XI reveal that Texas had 2,600 active members 
at the time its state Charter was granted. These data also reveal that 
the number of local FFA Chapters and active members Increased steadily 
until 1941-42. The rapid increase of local FFA Chapters and active 
members, and the vast area of the state made It necessary for the Texas 
Association of FFA to adopt certain administrative techniques to carry 
out the State FFA Program. The various techniques have expanded and 
Increased from year to year in order to keep pace with the growth of 
the state organization. Today, 1957, Texas Is divided Into ten FFA 
Areas, and each area is divided into several FFA Districts. The dis­
trict organizations hold elimination contests to determine the teams 
that will enter the area contests, check applications for advanced FFA 
Degrees, and perform other functions pertaining to the districts. The 
Area FFA Chapters hold contests to determine the teams who will enter 
various state contests, check applications for the American and Lone 
Star Farmer Degrees., select the Area Star Lone Star Farmer, select the 
state officer nominee, and award Honorary Lone Star Farmer Degrees 
within the area. Some areas hold conventions, awards banquets, and 
sponsor other functions peculiar to the area. However, the administra­
tive functions of the Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America 
are carried out by the actions, of the following groups: (1) Annual
State FFA Conventions presided over by student officers, (2) State FFA 
Committees, and (3) a State Board of Directors.
8State Charter, Texas Association of the Future Farmers of 
America, State Department of Agricultural Education, Austin, Texas.
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TABLE XI











1934- 35 332 8,868
1935-36 385 12,032
1936-37 449 16,824




















9Texas FFA Association magazines, 1929-67; Proceedings 
of State F. F. A- Conventions and Committee Meetings held in 
lieu of Conventions, 1937-56; Program. Twenty-eighth Annual 
Texas FFA Convention. July 25-27, 1956, pp. 9, 21; and Program. 
Twenty-ninth Annual Texas FFA Convention. July 17-19, 1957, 
p. 9.
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Annual Stats FFA Conventions
The annual Future Farmer Conventions in Texas have always been 
very interesting and inspiring occasions. The programs have been 
planned in advance, and the state officers have carried them out in a 
business like manner. Each officer appeared to have the utmost con­
fidence in his ability to perform the tasks assigned him, and if the 
occasion arose he did not hesitate to demonstrate his superior training 
In parliamentary procedure. Green Hands and Chapter Farmers from local 
chapters who have attended the conventions have been inspired by the 
performances they witnessed, and many resolved to work toward one of 
the high offices in the organizations.
The first five State FFA Conventions were held in Dallas during 
the time of the State Fair. The conventions of 1930 and 1932 were two 
days in length, and the other three were one day meetings. The one and 
two day meetings, during the first years of the organization, provided 
ample time for the meager business on the state level. One of the 
greatest problems in those days was getting delegates to the conven­
tions, because train schedules were not the best, and the conditions 
of roads depended on the weather. Reagan Foilis, Reporter from Grove- 
ton, had this to say about his experiences at the first convention in 
1929:
On account of the illness of the Advisor, C. T. Sims, 
it was impossible for him to go, therefore, Mr. Ace Meadows 
of Carmona was delegated to take his place.
The only two cars that went were: Mr. Ace Meadows and
Reagan Foil is. It was agreed by all that both cars would 
leave for Dallas right after the Llvlngston-Groveton foot­
ball game and would come back Sunday, Oct. 27th.
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The ears arrived In Dallas at 2:30 a.m. Saturday morning.
Both groups registered at the Jefferson Hotel. They left 
the hotel about 9:00 o'clock for the fairgrounds where they 
were admitted free by virtue of being the Future Farmers of 
Texas, Saturday being the F. F. T. and Vocational Agricul­
ture Boys day. All kinds of amusements, shows and exhibi­
tions were seen. All exhibitions were extra good. The 
delegates, Reagan Follis and Baylous Rasbeary, met with 
other chapters of the State at 1:00 p.m. Saturday in the 
dining hall of the encampment building. Committees were 
selected to run candidates for president and other officers.
A committee was also selected to determine whether or not 
the same meeting of F, F. T.'s would be in Dallas next year 
and whether it would be In the same building. Another 
meeting was ealled at 7:00 p.m., Saturday evening. The 
purpose of this meeting was to answer questions and solve 
the problems of different chapters. Amendments were also 
made to the Constitution of the F. F. T.'s.
The cars left Sunday morning for Groveton. The roads 
were very rough and muddy due to the rains that had fallen, 
arid continued to fall all along the way home. It took about 
twelve hours to return where it only took about 8 1/2 hours 
to go to Dallas. They arrived In Groveton Sunday night about 
10:30 and each boy declared that he had enjoyed the trip and 
stated that they were going to the State Fair next year.
There will be other trips for the F. F. T.'s and Voca­
tional Agriculture Boys this year, but the trip to the 
State Fair will probably be the largest trip of the year.
The most recent FFA Convention to be held In Dallas was in 1956, 
Chances are the Groveton delegation left home about 7:00 a.m. on the 
opening day of the convention, and drove the 171 miles to Dallas in 
time to participate In the opening ceremonies at 10:30 a.m.
Some of the highlights of the twenty-eighth FFA Convention are 
presented here to illustrate the growth and development of the Texas 
Association of Future Farmers since the first convention at Dallas in 
1929.
future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, November, 1929,p. 3.
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Convention Headquarters: Statler Hilton Hotel, Dallas
Date: July 25, 26, 27, 1956
Guest introduced at the opening session:
State FFA Convention Committee 
C. T. Johnson, Chairman 
R. Beal Punophrey, San Antonio 
Others:
Murray Cox, WBAP Radio Farm Editor
Tom Milligan, Farm and Ranch, Dallas
C. G. Scruggs, Progressive Farmer, Dallas
Fred Pass, Farm Editor, Dallas Morning News, Dallas
Ray Wilson, State Fair, Dallas
Bob Wilson, John Deere Plow Co., Dallas
Don Clark, State Fair, Dallas
J„ L. McNabb, The Stewart Co., Dallas
Bill Shomette, KENS, San Antonio
Charlie Slate, East Texas Network, Center
Dewey Compton, KTRH, Houston
Charlie Rankin, KRGV, Weslaco
Dick Wilson, Star Telegram, Fort Worth
[Mr. E. R. Alexander, State FFT Advisor, recalls that 
the editor of Farm and Ranch was the only visitor at­
tending the convention in 1929.]
Welcome Address: Honorable R. L. Thornton, Mayor of Dallas
Greetings from Great Britain: Bob Flemming, Student Exchange
Greetings from Tennessee: Charles Wilson, State F.F.A. president
Keynote Address: Joe Moore, Granville, Tennessee, 1955 Star
American Farmer of the United States
Wednesday Afternoon, July 25
Preliminaries in State FFA Talent Contest
Tractor Operatdrs1 Contest: Won by Tommy Galloway, Wharton;
Prize, a Ford Tractor 
"Building of the Emblem"— Hamilton Chapter 
Drawing for door prizes-~Two checks for §50.00 each and one
8 mm movie camera .
Area elimination in Public Speaking Conest
Wednesday Night
Fun Night, Ballroom, Statler Hilton Hotel
Thursday, July 26
Presentation of plaques and certificates to winners of 
State and National Chapter Contests
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Greetings from Future Homemakers: Miss Patricia Koepp, president
of State Association 
Presentation of awards and scholarships:
Anderson-Clayton: Five scholarships for $200.00 each
Texas Farm Bureau: One scholarship for $250.00 
Herman F. Heap: One scholarship for $400.00 
Santa Fe: One scholarship for $250.00
Fifteen educational awards totaling $2,375.00 
Fort Worth Farm and Ranch Club: One scholarship [amount
not given]
Texas Electric Utility Companies: One award [amount not
given]
The election of the national delegate 
Presentation of National F. F. A. Foundation Awards 
Star Dairy Farmer— $100.00 
Farm Safety Award— $100.00 
Soil and Water Management— $393.14 
Farm Mechanics Award--$100.00 
Farm Electrification— $100.00
Presentation of the State Judging Contest winners
Business session of the Texas Association of F. F. A.
Lone Star Farmer Banquet— 6:30 p.m.
Thirty-seven applications for American Farmer Degrees accepted
Star American Farmer plaque presented
Star Lone Star Farmer plaque presented
717 Future Farmers received the Lone Star Farmer Degree
State officers presented their fathers and mothers with
Honorary Lone Star Farmer Degrees
Friday, July 27
Election of the State F. F. A. President by the delegates
Finals in the State Public Speaking Contest
Torchlight Ceremony performed by the student officers
Finals in the State P. F» A. Talent Contest
Presentation of the winner of the State F. F. A. Sweetheart 
Contest
Student Vice-president of the Year presented with a blanket 
Drawing of door prizes: Argus C-3 camera and one $60.00 check
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Closing Ceremony11
The twenty-eighth annual State FFA convention received a great
deal more attention from the press than did the first convention in
1929. The 1956 convention closed Just one day prior to one of the
most heated Democratic Primaries in Texas. However, The Dallas Morning
News gave the Future Farmer Convention ample coverage. Beginning on
Monday, July 23, through Saturday, July 28, The Dallas Morning News
published eight articles, four pictures, and two editorials about the
12Future Farmers and their convention.
The Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America had made 
great strides in those twenty-seven years; from benches in an encamp­
ment building to plush carpets in the finest hotel Dallas could offer, 
from a one day, two session meeting, to a three day convention, from 
four Lone Star Farmer Degrees in 1929 to 717 degrees in 1956, from 
awards limited to state officershlp to many valuable awards and scholar­
ships, from one visitor to countless friends of the press, radio, tele­
vision, and business firms, and from hamburgers in 1929 to an elaborate 
Lone Star Farmer Banquet in 1956. The growth of the Texas Association 
of the Future Farmers of America has surpassed even the fondest hopes 
of its early leaders. The growth, however, cannot be attributed only 
to a phenomenon connected with the passing of time, but largely to a
■^Proceedings, Twenty-eighth Annual State Convention. Texas 
Assoclatlon. Future Farmers of America. Dallas, July 25-27, 1957, 
pp. 7-12. The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, September, 1956, pp. 9- 
14; January, 1956, p. 15.
12News item in The Dallas Morning News. July 23-28, 1956.
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plan designed by Individuals who were dedicated to the Future Farmer 
movement in Texas.
One important fact should be stressed in comparing the FFA 
Convention in 1929 with the convention in 1956. The planners of the 
State FFA Convention of 1956 had the experiences of twenty-seven other 
conventions to draw from, but those who planned the State Future 
Farmers of Texas Convention in 1929 had none. The courage of the 
members and leaders which led them to hold a state convention in 1929, 
under the circumstances, would compare favorably with the quality and 
grandeur of the most recent FFA conventions.
The Texas FFA conventions were held in Dallas, during the time 
of the State Fair, through 1933. In 1934 the convention was held in 
Huntsville. The following interesting item about the convention site 
was published in The Lone Star Farmer.
STATE F. F. A. CONVENTION 
HUNTSVILLE, JULY 23-24, 1934
For the first time since the organization of the Texas 
Association of Future Farmers of America we will be able 
to give ample time for Executive Committee and State of­
ficers meetings and will have adequate facilities for holding 
a State convention. 3
In breaking away from the Dallas convention site, the Future 
Farmers appeared to have had intentions of touring the state, because 
the cities they selected during the following eight years were located 
in all parts of the state except South Texas. The data in Table XII 
provides information on the date, location, and approximately the
13The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, May-June, 1934, p. 1.
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TABLE XII
DATES AND LOCATIONS OF TEXAS FUTURE FARMERS 
OF AMERICA CONVENTIONS14
Date Location Number In Attendance
April 22, 1929 College Station Delegates from 93 Chapters
Oct. 26, 1929 Dallas no data available
Oct. 24, 25. 1930 Dallas no data available
Oct. 24, 1931 Dallas 1,500
Oct. 22-24, 1932 Dallas 2,204
Oct. 21, 1933 Dallas no data available
July 23-24, 1934 Huntsville no data available
July 24-26, 1935 Lubbock 700-750
July 23-25, 1936 Stephenvllle 500
July 22-24, 1937 Arlington 756
July 21-23, 1938 El Paso 1,049
July 20-23, 1939 Temple 2,000
July 11-13, 1940 Houston 2,500
July 16-19, 1941 Marshall 1,720
June 18-20, 1942 New Braunfels State Committee Meeting
June 7-8 , 1943 San Angelo State Committee Meeting
June 6-8 , 1944 San Angelo State Committee Meeting
May 31-June 2, 1945 Kerrville State Committee Meeting
June 4-7 , 1946 Sweetwater no data available
June 4—6 , 1947 Sweetwater no data available
June 15-18, 1948 Houston no data available
July 20-24, 1949 Dallas 350
July 19-22, 1950 San Antonio 1,000
July 11-13, 1951 Houston 3,000
July 16-18, 1952 Dallas 3,605
July 22-24, 1953 Ft. Worth 3,500
July 21-22, 1954 San Antonio 3,000
July 20-22, 1955 Houston no data available
July 25-27, 1956 Dallas 2,600
July 17-19, 1957 Fort Worth 3,600
14Magazine, Texas Association of Future Farmers of America, 1929-56; 
Proceedings of Texas F. F. A. State Convention and Committee meetings held 
in lieu of conventions, 1937-1957.
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number in attendance at some of the State PFA Conventions.
The State FFA Conventions were discontinued for the duration 
of World War II, because of the restrictions on travel. During the 
war years of 1942, 1943, 1944, and 1945 committee meetings were held 
in lieu of state conventions.
By 1948 the numbers attending State FFA Conventions had grown 
to such an extent only the larger cities of Texas were able to provide 
ample accommodations. Since 1948 the conventions have been held In 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, and san Antonio.
In 1951 the Texas FFA Association began the practice of 
selecting a state convention committee composed of businessmen who 
assisted the state officers in planning the convention. The first 
convention committee members were: Ralph Johnson, President, Houston
Farm and Ranch Club; General R. C. Kuldell, Houston Chamber of Commerce;
Glenn McCarthy, owner of McCarthy Enterprises, Inc., Houston; and W.
15Albert Lee, President, Houston Fat Stock Show. In addition to the 
planning committee, there are many other working committees set up in 
the convention city to assist in carrying out the various phases of the 
convention program. In 1955 the five member State Convention Committee 
was composed of at least one representative from Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Houston, and San A n t o n i o . T h e  FFA State Convention Committees have 
contributed Invaluable services toward making the conventions a success.
15The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, April, 1951, pp. 10-11.
^The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, May-June, pp. 12-13.
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State FFA Commlttee
The Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America has 
always made extensive use of committees to study problems, recommend 
action to be taken by the state organization, or to take final action 
on many items of business. Several committees were used to dispose of 
the business to come before the first state convention In 1929.17 
Those committees, however, were temporary and served in a specific 
capacity for the duration of the convention.
It was not until February, 1934, that permanent state com­
mittees were appointed to work on state problems.
Carrying out the principles of Future Farmers of 
America organization through Intelligent division of 
labor, developing co-operative ability by working in 
groups for a common cause, providing participation In 
the development of Initiative and leadership, I, R. J. 
Stutevllle, President of the State Association E. F. A., 
have appointed the following committees to help In 
developing and promoting three of the State Association's 
objectives for 1933-34.
Each committee was composed of a chairman and two representa­
tives from each of the ten districts In the state. The three com­
mittees and chairmen were: (1) Conduct a local Star Farmer Contest
to promote interest in securing Lone Star and American Farmer Degrees, 
A. J. Sangler, Stephenvllle, Chairman; (2) Enter Texas Terracing 
Contest, E. H. Varnell, Arlington, Chairman; and (3) Publish Two News
17Future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, November, 1929,
p. 1.
18The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, February, 1934, p. 1.
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19Articles Regularly Each Month, J. C. Dykes, College Station, Chairman.
State FFA working committees were appointed as the need arose,
and it was their duty to perform the task assigned them by the state
organization. In 1939, when the State FFA Convention was held at
Temple, there were twenty-one working committees performing certain
duties for the state organization. Each committee was composed of a
chairman, an adviser, a co-adviser, and one vocational agricultural
teacher from each of the ten areas in the state. Each teacher assigned
to a committee appointed one of his chapter members to serve with him
on the committee.20 In more recent years the State FFA Association has
consolidated and streamlined the State FFA Committees; for example,
21there were only eight state committees in 1956.
The various State FFA Committees, regardless of the number used, 
have been composed of equal representation from all areas of the state. 
The committees have been the strongest single group in determining the 
final action taken on the various phases of the State FFA Program of 
Work.
One of the largest and most responsible State FFA Committees 
since 1950 has been the Advanced Degrees and Awards Committee. The 
committee checks and approves or disapproves all the applications for 
Lone Star and American Farmer Degrees, and it determines the winners
19Ibid., pp. 1-7.
2QIbld.. May-June, 1939, pp. 1-9.
^Proceedings. Twenty-eighth Annual State Convention. Future 
Farmers of America. Dallas, Texas, July 25-27, 1956, pp. 13-49.
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of the many annual awards which are available to Texas FFA members.
The number of individuals on the committee varies from year to year,
but in 1956 the committee was composed of the following: the Board
of Directors, the Board of Student Officers, state officer nominees
P 2for 1956-57, and the Area Star Farmers.
A discussion of the State FFA Committees would be incomplete 
without giving special recognition to three individuals who have given 
freely of their time and talents to committee work; namely, A. J. 
Spangler, Stephenville; C. D. Parker, Kingsville; and W. E. Williams, 
Cotulla and Alpine. First, those men were among the first to accept 
the responsibility of guiding the committees in their particular work; 
second, they accepted the assignments year after year; third, each man 
was sincerely dedicated to the FFA organization and its improvement; 
and fourth, their honesty and integrity were unquestionable. FFA mem­
bers and chapter advisers respected and appreciated the contributions 
those men made from year to year. A. J. Spangler, for many years, was 
a member of the committee which examined and approved Lone Star Farmer 
applications. C. D. Parker, Supervisor of Area x, was a tireless 
worker on the committee which rated the local chapters entered in the 
State and National Chapter Contests. W. E. Williams, agricultural 
teacher at Cotulla and Supervisor of Area II, was for many years the 
guiding spirit on the committee which examined and approved the 
American Farmer degree applications.
s2The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, July, 1956, p. 5.
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State FFA Advisory Coupe 11 and Board of Directors
The Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America has 
always made use of the best adult leadership connected with the Future 
Farmer movement. The state association has found excellent leaders 
among local chapter advisers, area supervisors, and staff members of 
the State Department of Agricultural Education.
The available records do not specify how or when the first State
FFA Advisory Council was set up. However, the names of the members of
an FFA Advisory Committee appear In the "Proceedings of the Committee 
Meetings Held In Lieu of the Sixteenth Annual State Convention, 1944." 
The members of the committee were: W. E. Williams, Chairman, Super­
visor of Area II; B. C. Davis, Supervisor of Area VIII; J. B. Payne, 
Supervisor of Area IV; T. L. Leach, Itinerant Teacher Trainer, Lubbock;
R. A. Shaw, Supervisor of Area VII; and J. B. Rutland, State Adviser.23 
The committee filed a report in the "Proceedings of the Committee
Meetings Held in Lieu of the Seventeenth Annual State Convention,
1945." The name of the committee had been changed to State FFA 
Advisory Council, and the report Indicated the committee had taken up 
such topics as the Public Speaking Contest, 1945-46 Training school,
FFA Pictorial Publications, Calf Feeding, and Budget.2^
23Proeeedlngs of the Committee Meetlngs Held in Lieu of the 
Sixteenth Annual State Convention of the Texas Association of F.. F . A., 
San Angelo, Texas, June 6-8, 1944, p. 1.
p A^Proceedings of the Committee Meetings Held In Lieu of the 
Seventeenth Annual State Convention of the Texas Assoclatlon of F . F . A ., 
Kerrvllle, Texas, May 31-June 2, 1945, p. 40.
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Very little Information was given about the actions of the 
Advisory Council from 1945 until April, 1947, when it met with the 
State FFA Executive Committee. In June of that year the State FFA 
Executive Committee and State Advisory Council made the following 
recommendations to the Nineteenth State convention:
Section A. There Bhall be a State Advisory Council of 
the Texas Association of F. F. A. composed of the 
following, whose terms of office shall begin lnanedlately 
after the State Convention:
President of the V. A. Teachers* Association.
The State Adviser.
Two teacher trainers. To begin with, one of these 
shall be from Texas Tech to serve a one year term, 
and one from A.4 I. to serve a two year term. All 
other terms thereafter shall be for two years and 
shall be for two years and shall rotate as follows:
A. A M,— Begin during leap year.
S.H.S.T.C.— Begin the year after leap year.
Texas Tech— Begin the second year after leap year.
A.A I.— Begin the third year after leap year.
Four Area Supervisors. To begin with, these shall be 
from Areas 1, 8, 3, 4 4, and shall rotate numerically.
For example:
Years Supervisors from areas
1947-1948 1, 2, 3, 4
1948-1949 3, 4, 5, 6
1949-1950 5, 6, 7, 8
1950-1951 7, 8, 9,10
1951-1952 9,10, 1, 2
(All terms shall be for two years except for Areas 1 
and 2 whose first terms will be for one year only.)25
The recommendations were accepted by the delegates to the con- 
26vention June 4, 1947. The names of the members of the Advisory 
Council were printed in The Future Farmer for the first time in November,
25The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, April, 1947, p. 4.
26Ibid., July, 1947, p. 4.
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271949, and the practice has been followed since then.
The composition of the new Advisory Council, as fixed by the 
amendment to the state FFA constitution in 1947, excluded teachers of 
vocational agriculture. The Vocational Agriculture Teachers Associa­
tion of Texas through its Executive Secretary, Lewis B. Taylor, pro­
posed to the Advisory Council, in 1950, that one teacher from each 
area be placed on the council. The Advisory Council recommended to 
the FFA Convention in 1950 that the Advisory Council consist of three 
teachers, three area supervisors, two teacher trainers, and the presi­
dent of the Vocational Agriculture Teachers Association.28 The dele­
gates to the State FFA Convention adopted the recommended amendment to
the constitution and by-laws, and worked out the rotation of members
29for a number of years.
The Advisory Council for 1951-52, as published in the October,
1951, issue of The Future Farmer. was composed of the following: the
State FFA Adviser, four area supervisors, three teachers of vocational
agriculture, and the president of the Vocational Agriculture Teachers 
30Association. The list did not Include two teacher trainers as pro­
vided by the amendment to the constitution and by-laws of 1950. The 
minutes of the State FFA Executive Committee meetings from July, 1950,
g7Ibld.. November, 1949, p. 2.
pQIbid., Austin, Texas, July, 1950, p. 2.
29‘Proceedings of the Twenty-second Annual State Convention of 
Future Farmers of America. San Antonio, Texas, July 19-22, 1950, p. 10.
50The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1951, p. 3.
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through July, 1951, made no mention of any proposals to change the 
membership of the Advisory Committee, and the proceedings of the State 
Convention in 1951 do not reveal that the constitution and by-laws 
were amended so to change the Advisory Couneil. During the FFA Execu­
tive Committee Meeting on July 15, 1952, an announcement was made of 
the composition of the Advisory Council for 1952-53. The adviser to
•2Tthe State FFA president was added to the membership. From 1954 to 
1956, the Advisory Couneil was composed of the following: State FFA.
Adviser, State FFA Executive Secretary, President of Vocational Agri­
culture Teachers Association, four area supervisors, and three voca­
tional agriculture teachers (one of the teachers being the adviser of 
the State FFA President). The name of the advisory group was changed 
in 1955-56 to the Board of Directors.
The revised constitution of the Texas Association of Future 
Farmers of America, which was adopted in 1956, contains the following 
provisions for the State Board of Directors.
Section A. Membership. The State Board of Directors 
of the organization shall be composed of: (a) The Director
of Agricultural Education, who shall act as chairman;
(b) Four staff supervisors and (c) Four teachers of voca­
tional agriculture.
1. The staff supervisors:shall be selected on a rotating 
basis to serve a term of two years.
2. The vocational agriculture teachers shall serve a 
term of one year. They shall be selected as follows:
(1) The current president of the Texas Vocational Agri-
^Proceedlngs. Twenty-fourth Annual State Convention. Texas 
Association. Future Farmers of America. Dallas, July 16-18, 1952, p. 8.
32̂Proceedings, Twenty-eighth, Annual State Convention, Texas 
Association. Future Farmers of America, Dallas, July 25-27, 1956, p. 2.
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culture Teachers Association, (2) The advisor of the current 
Student State President, (3) Two teacher representatives se­
lected by the areas on a rotating basis.
3. The Executive Secretary of the State Association shall 
serve as an ex-offielo member of the Board, shall be a mem­
ber of all State FFA committees, and shall perform such 
duties as prescribed by the State Board of Directors In 
serving the best Interest of the State Association and the 
Texas Education agency.3'5
Article VIII of the revised constitution (1956) designates the
Director of Agricultural Education as the State Advisor of the State
34Association of Future Farmers of America.
Select Ion of State FFA Officers
The Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America has 
followed the practice of electing a slate of state officers at the 
state conventions. The method of selecting state officer nominees 
has changed from time to time as the need arose to better serve the 
organization. The first four groups of state officers, 1929 through 
1933, were nominated by a state committee and presented to the state 
delegates for election or rejection.
The Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America, In 
their 1932 Convention at Dallas, authorized local FFA chapters to 
organize FFA District Associations.33 There were ten districts
33Texas Future Farmers of America Assoelation Constitution. 
Texas Education Agency, Austin, Texas, January, 1956, pp. 10-11.
54Ibld.. p. 9.
35The Lone Star Farmer* Austin, Texas, February, 1934, p. 2.
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organized In the state, and many of the district boundaries corre- 
sponded very closely to the boundaries of the ten areas which were 
set up in 1935,36 A schedule of selecting state officers from the
ten state districts was prepared and published in the February, 1934,
37issue of The Lone Star Farmer. The purpose of the schedule was to 
distribute more evenly the State FFA Officers among the chapters of 
the state. The various state officers were rotated among the dis­
tricts in such a manner that a district would provide all the^ state 
officers, in a period of years, before repeating a particular state 
officer. This plan of state officer distribution was continued through
1946-47. The ten state officer nominees were selected in their respec­
tive districts or areas, and the delegates to the state conventions 
have accepted the recommendations of each district or area. Only the 
FFA members who have attained the Lone Star Farmer Degree have been 
eligible to hold a state office since 1930-31.39
The delegates to the Nineteenth State Convention, June 3-5,
1947, adopted several amendments to the State FFA Constitution and By- 








Section A. A state officer shall be selected and 
nominated annually by each of the administrative areas, 
subject to the approval of the delegates present at the 
State convention. All of these officers shall have an 
opportunity to preside before the convention body; after 
which a President shall be selected from the State officers 
by a majority vote of the delegates present at the State 
convention. The remaining officers shall be called Vice- 
Presidents. [This Is due to the fact that some officers 
are frequently considered less important although their 
duties are the same as the other State officers.]40
The State FFA Constitution and By-Laws were further amended in 
1955, and a slight change was made in the procedure for electing the 
State President- Instead of each state officer nominee presiding before 
the convention body, the following wording is used; ”Bach of these 
officers shall have an opportunity to appear before the State Conven­
tion body."41
A list of all State FFA Officers has been provided in Appendix
II.
State FFA Officers* Training Schools
Apparently the first State Officers Training School was held
A Oat Kerrville on August 21-23, 1944. The purpose of the school was
i
to instruct the newly elected state officers in their duties. Those 
attending the school were the state officers and their local advisers,
4QThe Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, April, 1947, p. 4; July, 
1947, p. 7.
41Texas Future Farmer of America Association ConBtltution, 
Texas Education Agency, Austin, Texas, January, 1956, p. 9.
4gThe Lone Star Farmer, Austin, Texas, October, 1944, p. 12.
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the State Advisory Committee, and the State Adviser.43 State Officer 
Training Schools were held in 1945, 1946, 1947, 1948, and 1949. Very 
little information was published about the schools except the one 
noted below.
In 1945 the training school was held on August 9 at Inks Dam 
near Burnet.44 The 1946 training school was held during July at Waco.45 
Dan Tate, a State Vice-President, provided some information about activ­
ities at the school held in Kerrville, July 24-25, 1947.
The newly elected State Officers, their local Advisers, 
the State Adviser, The Executive Director of Vocational 
Education In Texas, the Area Supervisors, and three 
Teacher Trainers met at the Blue Bonnet Hotel in Kerr­
ville, July 24-25, for the annual training school for 
the new officers of the Texas Association of FFA.
After ail introductions in.the first session, Mr.
Bill Williams, Supervisor of Area II, gave the group 
a test on parliamentary procedure and FFA history. This 
test aroused interest and inspiration which prevailed 
throughout the meeting.
Next, Mr. Barron took measurement for officers rings 
and jackets and gave the new officers their stationery 
and other necessary supplies.
Then came the real work. First the officers set up 
a time budget of how many days each month each officer 
could spare to work in the interest of FFA. Then the 
officers and teachers had a rather lengthy discussion 
of what each officer planned to do in those days. We 
also reviewed the subjects for talks each month that
43Loc. clt.
44The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, September, 1945, p. 10,
and Proceedings of the Committee Meetings Held In Lieu of Seventeenth 
Annual State Convention of the Texas Association of FFA. Kerrville, 
Texas, May 31-June 2, 1945, p. 40.
45The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, September, 1946, p. 2.
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would help educate the public on the purposes of the FFA 
and what the Future Farmers are doing In Texas, and what 
the officers are doing to furnish leadership for more than 
22,000 Future Farmers in Texas.
Clols Dean Wiseman, our State President, was elected to 
be one of the two voting delegates representing the Texas 
Association at the National Convention.
However, all the time was not devoted to work alone, 
the citizens of Kerrville saw to that. We attended two 
barbecues, one of which was at the Circle D Dude Ranch 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, the other was 
through the courtesy of the Humble Oil and Refining Co.
At each barbecue the food was surpassed only by the 
courteous hospitality of the people of the Hill Country.
All this made our time spent in Kerrville very pleasant 
indeed.
At the elose of the meeting every one felt that we had 
received a lot of information and inspiration, and that 
we were better fitted to go bgdk and do a more efficient 
job in our respective areas.
Since there were two and one-half teachers provided for each 
boy at the training school, it was not remarkable that Vice-President 
Dan Tate felt the state officers received considerable information 
and inspiration. It was unusual, however, for men in top administra­
tive positions in the State Department of Agricultural Education to 
provide such a high teacher-student ratio, because, at the local level, 
it was their responsibility to keep the ratio above the minimum of one 
teacher for each twenty-four FFA members. It should be pointed out 
that the Texas FFA Association paid the expenses of the officers1 
training schools.
46Dan Tate, ’’State Officers Training School,” The Future
Farmer, August, 1947, p. 5.
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The officers' training school for 1948 was held in August, but
47the location was not announced in The Future Farmer. An officers'
training school was announced for November 7-8, 1949.4  ̂ The records
indicate, however, that the occasion was devoted to business of the
4-9Executive Committee. There is no record of officers' training 
schools being conducted during the period 1950 through 1955.
The amounts expended by the Texas FFA Association on State 







E. C. (Dick) Weekley, State FFA Executive Secretary, conducted
a revised version of the State Officers' Training School in 1956.
. . . .  Last month brought school to the new state 
officers, too, but theirs was a different type of school. 
Instead of studying United States history, they studied 
the history of the FFA. Their speech classes helped 
teach them how to make better speeches in their appear­
ances as representatives of the Texas Association. They 
learned important facts and figures about the state and 
national associations of FFA.
The officers training school at the LCRA Building of 
Buchanan Dam near Burnet, held September 3, 4, and 5, 
was a highly specialized course, designed to give the 
new officers a better understanding of their organiza­
tion and to help them perform their duties more effectively.
47The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1948, p. 5.
48Ibid., November, 1949, p. 2.
49Ibld.. December. 1949, pp. 3, 5, and 6.
5QState F. F.. A. Treasurers' Reports. 1945-1949.
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It was lots of work, of course, but there were a few 
opportunities for recreatlon-'-such as swimming— at the 
end of the work day.^l
The pictures accompanying the story suggest that the officers 
took various tests, prepared and delivered speeches, and did all of 
the housekeeping chores. The story Implies that Mr. Weekley was the 
only adult in attendance at the training school and did all the 
teaching.
III. TEXAS FPA ASSOCIATION MAGAZINE
Future Farmer News
One of the primary factors in the success of the Future Farmer 
movement in Texas was the establishment and continuation of an organi­
zational H&gazine. The organization's first monthly magazine was 
known as the Future Farmer News. Mr. E. R. Alexander, state Adviser 
and editor, deserves the credit for originating and editing the maga­
zine. The earliest issue on file in the State Department of Agricul­
tural Education Is number six of Volume one, February, 1929. The 
editor made the following statement relative to the February, 1929, 
issue:
With this issue we begin the publication of a larger, 
and we hope, a better Future Farmer News. Our only pur­
pose is to make this little paper worthwhile for the 
Future Farmers of Texas. We believe that we are greatly 
Increasing Its usefulness by printing 2500 copies which 
makes It possible to send a copy to each member of F. F. T. 
whose chapter has paid its State dues and has made proper
5*The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1956, p. 8.
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application for a charter. The number of copies will be 
Increased to meet the growing demand for them.52
The larger publication was a total of four pages devoted to 
news items sent In by local chapter reporters and news articles con­
cerning the state organization. There were no pictures In the early 
issues; however, sketches were used to a limited extent. The first 
picture to appear in the Future Farmer News was in the November, 19S0, 
issue, and the picture was that of Miller Rhoades, 1930-31 state 
President, from Taylor. The number and quality of pictures used In 
the magazine have increased steadily until the present time the publi­
cation could be called a picture magazine. The magazine remained a 
four page publication until the September, 1931, issue, which was 
eight pages.
Mr. E. R. Alexander, editor of the Future Farmer News, must
have been a firm believer in the power of the press. Each issue of
the magazine was a written challenge to every Future Farmer member.
Mr. Alexander presented the outstanding activities of a chapter in
such a way as to stimulate all other chapters to try for greaterr goals.
He encouraged chapter members to see to it that local advisers carried
out their responsibilities. The folllowing selection from one of his
articles, relative to the State Convention, held in Dallas, October
26, 1929, is a good illustration:
. . . .  One of the most interesting features of this 
meeting was the conferring of the third, or "Lone Star
52Future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, February, 1929,
p. 1.
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Parmer" degree on four members of the organization.
The.State Advisor feels that there were several other 
Future Farmers who might have received this degree had 
the local advisors sent in the information. The members 
might as well begin to dog the trail of the local adviser 
to see that he looks after all of his responsibilities.
Next year there should be no less than fifty candidates 
for this degree.^3
The straightforward reminders, like the one above, could be 
used to an advantage by local advisors to goad chapter members into 
doing a better job in working toward higher degrees.
One of the greatest services rendered by the Future Farmer News 
was provided by reporting Future Farmer activities from all parts of 
the state. Such information was very necessary during the beginning 
years of the organization. Local advisors and chapter members often 
felt a need for ideas for activities to include in a program of work.
The Future Farmer News provided each chapter with a list of activities 
it could adopt or modify to fit the local situation. The widespread 
use of new activities served two purposes: (1) the adaptability and.
value of an activity could be tested quickly, and (2) if desirable, an 
activity could be readily standardized for state-wide use in all chapter 
programs.
The September, 1931, issue of the Future Farmer News carried 
the following announcement:
SUPERVISOR. ANNOUNCES NEW F. F. A. OFFICIALS
C. L. Davis, Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture in 
Texas, has announced a change in the State Adviser and in 
Editor of the Future Farmer News. J. B. Rutland, Assistant
53Ibid., November, 1929, p. 1.
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Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture in the State Depart­
ment of Education, is the new adviser, succeeding 1. R. 
Alexander, teacher trainer of agricultural education at 
A. and M. College. Miss Gladys Whitley has been appointed 
as Editor of the official publication of the F. F. A.’s in 
Texas.
Mr. Rutland has announced that there will be no changes 
in the administrative policies of Future Farmers. Any 
proposed changes may be submitted at the State meeting in 
Dallas in October. Neither will there be changes in the 
editorial policies of the paper and its subscription price 
will continue to be the same.^4
The ehanges in the Future Farmer Organization, mentioned above, 
were made in order to facilitate the services of the rapidly expanding 
organization. Mr. C. L. Davis, through the medium of the Future 
Farmer News, praised the contributions that Mr. E. R. Alexander had 
made to the Future Farmers of Texas:
TRIBUTE TO ALEXANDER
When Mr. Alexander in 1929 became the state adviser to 
the F. F. A. of Texas, he undertook a man’s sized Job.
There was little Interest, no funds, and no program.
June 30, 1931, seventy-four per cent of the departments 
of vocational agriculture of the state had active chapters—  
a striking tribute to Alexander's enthusiasm and real love 
for the work.
We are counting on his continued active support in order 
that the organization may continue to serve vocational agri­
culture as one of its most vital assets.— C. L. Davis, State 
Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture.^
One characteristic pattern of the Future Farmer Movement in 
Texas has been that of change. Change in the practice or technique; 
change in the time or place of events; and even change in the name, 
provided the change serves the best interest of the majority. Texas




Future Farmers have never shown symptoms of toeing bound toy tradition;
therefore, the members have had no qualms about changing any part of
their program in order- to achieve a goal. It was not unusual for the
Future Farmer News to experience the FFA members’ desire for a change.
The last issue of the Future Farmer Hews, as such, was published in
October, 1932. The official delegates to the state convention, held
in Dallas, October 22-23, 1932, took the following action:
. . . .  At the morning meeting, too, the group agreed 
to change the name of the Future Farmer News to the 
Lone Star Farmer. This change will be made with the 
December Issue.
Such was the manner in which Texas’ first Future Farmer maga­
zine, in name only, came to an end. The editor disregarded the date 
on which the action was to become effective, because the November,
1932, issue of the magazine was published under the new title of The 
Lone Star Farmer.
The Lone Star Farmer and The Future Farmer
The official magazine of the Texas Association of the Future 
Farmers of America has been published under three different titles; 
namely, Future Farmer News. The Lone Star Farmer, and The Future 
Farmer. The most persistent title, during the twenty-nine year span, 
was The Lone Star Farmer. The magazine, regardless of the title, has 
undergone many changes, and each .change has been an improvement in most 
Instances. It appears that the major objective of the magazine through-
56The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, November, 1932, p. 6.
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out Its history has been to keep the state membership and the friends 
of Texas Future Farmers Informed of the various activities carried on 
in all parts of the state. The magazine has told the story of the 
Future Farmers through the printed page and pictures. The printed 
page has given way to pictures, and black and white has given way to 
color. The magazine has not given the whole story about the Future 
Farmers in Texas, but it has given a cross-section of what was taking 
place in the most active chapters of the state. The magazine has pro­
vided the means of announcing the coming events, and reported to the 
members the results or outcome of those events. The publication has 
served to inspire members in all parts of the state to try for the 
many awards and rewards that waited for those who wished to prove 
themselves worthy.
The Future Farmer magazine has kept pace with the organization 
it was created to serve. The Lone Star Farmer departed from the eight 
page standard in the summer of 1937, and since that time the size of 
the magazine has varied to meet the needs of each issue. The magazine 
began as a monthly publication, but In May, 1934, it was changed to a 
bi-monthly.57 The bi-monthly magazine was continued for a period of 
ten years, except during World War II, when only five issues were pub­
lished annually because of the paper shortage. The magazine was pub­
lished monthly from July, 1944, until the summer of 1949, and since 
that date until the present time, ten Issues have been published an­
nually. One issue Is published each school month, and In addition,
57Ibld.. May-June, 1934, p. 1.
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there Is one summer Issue.
The value of the magazine as a propagator of ideas on a state­
wide basis can be illustrated with the custom of selecting chapter 
sweethearts. The first picture of a chapter sweetheart to appear in 
the Future Farmer magazine was that of Ann Butler, Queen of Beevllle 
FFA Chapter. Her picture was published in the November-Deeember, 
1934, issue of The Lone Star Farmer. The chapter sweetheart idea 
gradually caught on with the local chapters. Many chapters used the 
idea to raise funds to help finance the local programs of work. Within 
a few short years the position of chapter sweetheart was considered a 
part of the slate of officers for a local chapter. A casual examina­
tion of the magazine from 1944 to the present time will reveal the 
fact that the chapter sweethearts have been given a fair share of the 
magazine's space to display their beautiful pictures. The chapter 
sweetheart idea has been parlayed into a statewide contest to select 
a State Future Farmer Sweetheart, which is an outstanding event on the 
program of each state convention. The history of the Future Farmers 
of Texas is replete with Incidents where the members have seized the 
nucleus of an idea and created a major production. Such has been the 
rule, rather than the exception.
One other example will illustrate the important role the state 
FFA magazine has played in the dissemination of ideas among the Future 
Farmers of Texas. The magazine fired a shot in September, 1948, that
SBIbid.. November-December, 1934, p. 3.
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must have been heard in the main office of the General Motors Corpora­
tion. The shot was a half page picture of one Chevrolet pick-up truck, 
and the following caption In very small type:
Slnton FFA Chapter recently received this new truck 
from F. B. Curlee, public-spirited Chevrolet dealer 
of Slnton. Mr. Curlee also gave Taft FFA a truck, 
and will replace the two trucks each year with new 
models. . . .59
Two years later the magazine was devoting as much space to 
pictures of pick-up truck presentations as it was to pictures of chap­
ter sweethearts, if not more.
The Future Farmer magazine has rendered an invaluable service 
In inspiring and encouraging Future Farmer members to Improve the 
quantity and quality of their supervised farming programs. The maga­
zine accomplished this in the following manner: (1) printing stories
of noteworthy farming programs carried on by outstanding members, (2) 
publizing the programs of Star Lone Star Farmers and American Farmers, 
and (3) printing pictures and stories of the members who had shown 
prize winning enterprises at the major livestock shows and fairs 
throughout the state. Probably the stories and pictures of the members 
that have been given the spotlight, after winning top honors in a major
livestock show, have had greater influence on students who were just
\beginning vocational agriculture than any other publicity program. The 
glamour and prize money of the big shows have been attractive enough to 
inspire cany Texas Future Farmers to try for the grand championships 
and the rewards attached to them. There is evidence that the big shows
59The Future Farmer. September, 1948, p. 8.
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were not always open to the Future Farmers of Texas.
For the first time in the history of the South­
western Exposition and Fat Stock Show at Fort Worth, 
the officials of the show have opened the classes in 
Baby Beeves, Dairy Calves, Lambs, and Pigs to students 
of vocational agriculture on the same basis with the 
4-H Club boys. . .
It took a few years for the Future Farmers of Texas to learn 
the techniques of producing and showing grand champions in the major 
shows. The first FFA champion of the livestock shows to be featured 
in photograph by The Lone Star Farmer was a fat lamb that won reserve 
champion at the Houston Fat Stock Show in 1935. The lamb was fed out 
by Carl Kapus of Fredericksburg, and was purchased by the A-B-C stores 
of Houston for $1.10 per pound. Harper Rawlings, teacher of voca­
tional agriculture at Fredericksburg, was the breeder of the lamb. As 
a publicity stunt, the lamb was sent to Mr. W. A. Ross, National Execu­
tive Secretary of the FFA, Washington, D. C., who presented it to John
Nance Garner, Vice-President of the United States. In 1936 The Lone 
<
Star Farmer featured a picture of a prize winning lamb from Beevllle
that had won prizes in shows at Beevllle, San Antonio, and Houston.
The lamb was presented to Dr. L. A. Woods, Superintendent of Public
62Instruction, Austin, Texas. The name of the FFA member who fed out 
the lamb was not revealed in the story. By 1937 The Lone Star Farmer 
was publishing more enterprise pictures than any other kind, and many 
of them were pictures of the various types of livestock that won top
6QFuture Farmer News. January, 1930, p. 3.
C * J
The Lone Star Farmer. March-April, 1935, pp. 1-3.
62Ibid., May-June, 1936, p. 5.
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honors at local fairs and shows. The March-Apr11, 1938, Issue of 
The Lone Star Farmer featured a picture of Glynn Duncan, of Whitney, 
and his fat steer, "Jack Benny," which was Reserve Grand Champion at 
the 1938 Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show. The steer weighed 
920 pounds, and was purchased by the St. Anthony Hotel in San Antonio 
for thirty-five cents per pound. Almost Immediately, as If a magic 
wand had waved, an increasing number of beef cattle pictures began to 
appear in the succeeding issues of The Lone Star Farmer. One year 
previous to the picture of Duncan and his steer there were only nine 
pictures of beef cattle printed In The Lone Star Farmer; however, the 
following year a total of forty-five pictures of beef cattle were pub­
lished. Similar circumstances were experienced by the dairy, swine, 
and poultry enterprises, and especially, the capon division of poultry. 
A careful examination of the Future Farmer magazine, from the begin­
ning to the present, will reveal that it has played a vital role in 
inspiring the students of vocational agriculture to improve the 
quality and scope of their supervised farming programs. Since the 
student’s supervised farming program has bean the heart of the all­
day program, the magazine deserves a special citation for promoting 
that phase of vocational agriculture.
In 1945 the livestock shows in the state had become so numerous, 
and the winnings of the Future Farmers of Texas so great, that The Lone 
Star Farmer found it difficult to print all the pictures of winning 
entries. An article by Lano Barron, State FFA Adviser, provides some
63Ibid., March-Aprll, 1938, p. 1.
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data to Indicate the volume of participation by Future Farmers in 
major livestock shows.
Year after year the Future Farmers have played an 
ever increasing role in these stock show parades, and 
it is gratifying to know that in most cases when a boy 
begins as a calf feeder he eventually becomes a cattle 
breeder.
Participation this year reached an all time high at 
the Houston Show when approximately 600 calf entries 
were made, more than half of which were Future Farmers.
There, Harold Norvell, State Officer of Burnett, 
showed the champion scramble calf of all entries while 
Stuart Henderson, Future Farmer of Merkel met "all 
comers" in winning the grand champion calf award of 
the show. The §7,200 selling price of the grand champion 
there is scheduled to go a long way toward putting 
Stuart into the cattle business. Norvell did not do 
so well on the sale of his calf at Houston, but proved 
that he was a winner by holding back one of his Houston 
entries and fitting and showing him to the grand champion 
of the junior division of the recent Fort Worth Show.
At Fort Worth his 910 pound winner sold for §2.50 a pound.
This same calf was declared reserve champion of the entire 
show. . . .
The hog show at Fort Worth was again dominated by 
entries of Future Farmers. The Future Farmers of Clarendon 
took more than their share of the honors as usual by winning 
the grand chan?)ion of the junior show and the reserve champion 
of the entire show, along with other such awards as reserve 
champion club barrow, champion Hampshire, champion Duroc, 
first place light weight Hampshire, first place middle weight 
Hampshire, first place heavy weight Berkshire, first place 
light Chesterwhite, first place medium weight Chesterwhite, 
and the grand champion pen of three.
In the sheep division the Future Farmers took more 
championships than colleges, breeders, and others combined.
• • * 6 4
Many new Ideas have been incorporated in the Future Farmer 
magazine during the past fifteen years that have increased its effec­
tiveness among the members, and in most instances have improved the
64Lano Barron, "The Stock Shows Have Changed the Round-up Time 
in Texas," The Lone Star Farmer. April, 1945.
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quality of the publication. The Guest Editor idea was introduced in 
1943 and continued until 1949. Guest editors were selected from the 
state administration and supervisory staff, teacher-tralners, state 
officers, teachers of Vocational Agriculture and friends of the Future 
Farmer organization. The editorials were Inspirational and informa­
tive productions directed to the members or their problems. In 1942 
the magazine was given a face lifting. This was acc0115311 shed by 
printing an interesting picture on approximately three-fourths of the 
front page. The idea* however, was only a preview of things to come, 
because the front page was completely covered with a picture beginning 
in September, 1944. In 1946, beginning with the July issue, the cover 
page was in color, and the September issue of the same year was in 
color throughout. The color feature has remained in varying degrees 
throughout the magazine. The last issue of The Lone Star Farmer, as 
such, was published in July, 1946. Beginning in September, 1946, the 
magazine was published under a new title— The Future Farmer.
We want to take this opportunity of calling to the 
attention of every Future Farmer in Texas the fact that 
the name of the Future Farmer magazine has been changed 
from "The Lone Star Farmer" to The Future Farmer. This 
change of name was requested by the State Executive Com­
mittee (State Officers) and the State Advisory Council, 
and was approved by the Teachers of Vocational Agricul­
ture of Texas. The new name will more nearly identify 
the publication with the entire membership rather than 
with only one degree in the organization.65
The Sweetheart of the month idea began in February, 1945, and 
was continued until February, 1950. The magazine did not have the
65The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, September, 1946, p. 2.
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space to print all the sweetheart pictures that were sent in, and the 
Sweetheart of the Month idea was the solution to the problem. The 
members of the State Office Staff selected one picture from the group 
of chapter sweetheart pictures which had been sent in and published 
one such picture each month. The idea was discontinued in the follow­
ing manner:
The Executive Committee recently voted to discontinue 
the Sweetheart of the Month Contest and to have Area Sweet­
hearts’ pictures in THE FUTURE FARMER instead. Each Area 
is urged to have two Area Sweethearts attend the State 
F. F. A. Meeting as their finalist in the State Sweetheart 
Contest.®6
During 1946, 1947, and 1948 the magazine featured the pictures 
of outstanding local chapter members on the cover page of most Issues, 
and in 1951 the practice of featuring current topics or problems of 
interest was begun. The following topics were featured in 1951: 
September, Soil Conservation; October, Forestry; and November, Wild­
life. During 1952 the magazine featured the following topics:
January, Managers of Major Livestock Shows and the Agricultural Depart­
ment of Sam Houston State Teachers College; February, Banker Friends 
of the Future Farmers and Poultry; April, Farm Machinery; May-June, 
Dairying; September, Bees and the Agricultural Department at Stephen 
F. Austin State College; October, Future Farming in Hawaii; and Decem­
ber, sheep. In February of 1955 The Future Farmer began a series of 
articles by the Honorable John C. White, Texas Commissioner of Agricul­
ture, entitled, "Texas . . . Agriculturally Speaking." The articles
6^Ibld.. February, 1950, p. 16.
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were published In each issue through April, 1954. Other topics that 
were featured In 1953 included: February, Twenty-fifth Anniversary of
the Future Farmers of America, and Broiler Production; April, Irrigation; 
September, the FFA in Television; and Plans for the Organization of 
Young Farmers of Texas. In 1955 the magazine featured the following 
topics: February, Lubbock's FFA Farm; March, Future Farmers on the Air;
and April, Battle Against Bugs. In 1952, Lewis B. Taylor, Executive 
Secretary of the Vocational Agriculture Teachers’ Association, wrote a 
series of articles spotlighting the work of men who had made outstanding 
contributions to the Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America. 
Those groups of men Included: managers of the state’s major livestock
shows, banker friends of the FFA, farm radio and T.V. men, railroad 
company agricultural agents, and teachers of vocational agriculture 
who bad taught for thirty and twenty-five years.
During the past five years the contents of the magazine have 
been fairly uniform, because the FFA activities have been such. The 
routine information found in the magazine follows this general pattern; 
January and/or February Issues feature the winners of the State FFA 
Leadership Contests; March and/or April, the winnings of Future Farmers 
in the major livestock shows of the state; May, plans for the State 
Future Farmer Convention, and In some cases the winning teams of the 
State Judging Contests at the Agricultural and Mechanical College;
July and September, highlights of the state convention; October, the 
state fair; November, the National Convention of the Future Farmers of 
America, and winning entries in local and regional fairs and shows; 
and December, the activities of Texas Future Farmers at the national
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convention. Throughout the years the magazine has printed other 
routine data such as State and National FFA officers, news briefs of 
local chapter activities, a calendar of coming events, and the results 
of various state-wide contests.
The magazine has always been a credit to the Texas Association 
of the Future Farmers of America, and it boasts the fact of being es­
tablished before the National Association of the Future Farmers of 
America.
IV. STATE PROGRAMS SPONSORED BY THE TEXAS FFA ASSOCIATION TO 
PROMOTE LEADERSHIP TRAINING AND PROFICIENCY IN FARMING
Actlve and Honorary Membership Degrees Administered by the 
Texas FFA Association
The National Association of the Future Farmers of America and 
the various state associations have promoted leadership training and 
growth in the farming enterprises among its members through a system 
of degree advancements based upon achievement. There are four degrees 
of active membership; namely, the Green Hand Degree, the Chapter 
Farmer Degree, the State Farmer Degree (Lone Star Farmer degree in 
Texas), and the American Farmer Degree. The Green Hand and Chapter 
Farmer degrees are awarded by the local chapters, the State Farmer 
Degree is awarded by the State Association of Future Farmers, and the 
American Farmer degree Is awarded by the National Association of the 
Future Farmers of America. The requirements for each degree have been 
set by the national organization, and the standards have been raised
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for the advanced degrees as the number of applicants has increased.
The Lone Star Farmer Degree. The state organization of the 
Future Farmers of Texas awarded the first four Lone Star Farmer de­
grees on December 26, 1929, seven days prior to the issuance of the
Texas charter by the National Association of the Future Farmers of 
67America. The following information concerning the first four 
Future Farmers to receive the Lone Star Farmer degree is presented
fi Qbecause of Its historical value.
Lone Star Farmers
Lacy Baker, Dilley Chapter
1. Supervised Practice Program:
First year: 5 baby beeves and 5 hogs
Second year: 90 hogs





Treasurer of Chapter, member of Livestock judging 
teams at County fair in 1928 and 1929.
H. R. Wright, Dilley Chapter
1. Supervised Practice Program:
First Year: 2 baby beeves, 7 hogs, 2 acres of water­
melons.
Second Year: 19 hogs, 2 1/2 acres of cotton, 3 acres
of watermelons.








Treasurer of Chapter, member of three judging teams, 
chairman of executive committee of the Dilley chapter, 
Delegate to the State meeting, Captain of Basket Ball 
team, Treasurer of 10th grade.
Robert Gardner, F. B. Hughes Chapter, Denison
1. Supervised Practice Program:
First year: 1700 chicks
Second year: 780 pullets
2. Investment and Cash:




President of chapter, member of judging teams, school 
declalmer.
Leon King, F. B. Hughes Chapter, Denison
1. Supervised Practice Program:
First year: f acre of tomatoes, 1-3 acre of truck crop. 
Second year: 1-3 acre of tomatoes, 1/2 acre of truck, 
175 chicks.






Treasurer of chapter, member of judging team, member 
of program committee, talks before Rotary and Lions 
Clubs.
For some unknown reason or reasons only a small number of 
Future Farmer members received the Lone Star Farmer degree during the 
first years of the organization. The state advldor, Mr. E. R. Alex­





Information on qualified members.69 There Is a disagreement In the
data about the number of members who were raised to the Lone Star
Farmer degree in 1930. The Future Farmer News. January, 1931, llBted
the names of members who had been awarded the degree for 1928-29 and
1929-30, and Indicated that the following members had received the
State Farmer Degree in 1929-30: E. J. Hughes, Dublin; Albert Smith,
Farwell; Howard Strother, Mt. Pleasant; Miller Rhoades, Taylor; and
70J. R. Bertrand, White Deer, The Constitution and By-Laws of the
Texas Association of FFA, 1936-1937 lists the following additional
names of members who received the degree in 1929-30: Arthur Courtade,
Riesel; John Harkrlder, Mt. Pleasant; Sam Hopkins, Abilene; and Rhamey
71Morrison, Denison. The listing in the constitution and by-laws of 
1936-1937 does not include Albert Smith and Howard Strother.
The number of members to receive the Lone Star Farmer degree 
in any one year did not exceed fifty until 1936, when sixty-one boys 
received the coveted award. The increased number of Lone Star Farmers 
in 1936 may be attributed in part to the fact the state had been divided 
into areas to facilitate supervision of the entire program of voca­
tional agriculture. On July 1, 1935, area supervisors were appointed 
to devote full time to the task of coordinating all phases of the 
program of vocational agriculture with the State Department of Agrlcul-
69Ibld.. November, 1929, p. 1.
7QIbid.. January, 1931, p. 1.
71 ■Ĉonstitution and By-Laws of the Texas Association of Future 
Farmers of America. 1936-1937. Austin, Texas, pp. 50, 51, 52, 53, and 
54.
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cultural Education.^2 The area supervisors worked directly with the 
local departments of agriculture and Future Farmer Chapters. The new 
program of supervision had been In operation for twelve months when the 
state Future Farmer convention was held In 1936, and It is reasonable 
to assume that the area supervisors had played an Important role In 
encouraging members and advisers of local chapters to submit applica­
tions for the Lone Star Farmer degrees. This fact is further sub­
stantiated by the increasing numbers of Lone Star Farmer degrees which 
were awarded each year after 1936. The first ten years of area super­
vision witnessed a substantial Increase in the number of degrees awarded 
from thirty-three in 1935 to 229 in 1945, as indicated in Table XIII.
The State Board for Vocational Education increased the number
73of areas from ten to twelve on September 19, 1949. The twelve-area 
arrangement was In operation until September 1, 1951, and at that time 
the number of areas was reduced to ten.^4 The new arrangement of areas, 
however, did not conform to the same boundaries as the ten areas of 
1935 to 1949. One of the greatest changes was In the numbers assigned 
to the new areas; i.e., Area VII, which had been located In extreme 
Central East Texas, prior to 1949, was located in South Central Texas 
after 1951 as a result of the new numbering system. The increasing 
and decreasing of the numbers of areas in the state, and the shift of
^gThe Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, September-0ctober, 1935,
p. 1.
75The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1949, p. 3.
74Ibld.t October, 1951, p. 4.
TABLE XIII
DISTRIBUTION OP LONE STAR FARMER DEGREES BY AREAS75
1928-1957
Area 1928-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 1936-37 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45
I 3 2 5 14 21 20 36 39 52 62 48 35
II 1 3 5 6 10 11 10 9 21 23 28 35
III 2 1 1 10 5 14 13 9 22 10 . 9 9
IV 15 8 12 21 31 21 28 19 21 15 15 19 13
V 14 4 6 9 10 9 19 20 20 18 22 19 36
VI 5 1 1 1 9 3 11 6 7 10 1 13 15
VII 6 15 7 12 6 5 10 1 15 13
VIII 7 1 1 11 12 27 42 30 15 16 34
IX 2 1 4 3 4 11 8 7 5 8 11 5 12
X 13 3 4 9 12 19 16 22 26 17 17 26 27
Total 61 18 33 61 112 117 151 166 183 203 177 198 229
^^The Lone Star Parmer, Aust In, Texas, July, 1946, p. 25.
/
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TABLE XIII (Continued)76’ 77 > 78
Area 1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 1956-57 Total
I 66 56 71 61 79 71 91 72 75 108 109 118 1,192
II 33 32 36 16 30 39 63 64 33 56 61 54 734
III 24 25 48 44 53 55 56 72 55 59 94 95 804
IV 27 58 57 44 48 47 55 61 50 56 77 63 820
Y 50 80 77 54 72 50 76 75 72 99 79 64 1,050
VI 23 17 50 53 61 50 62 54 35 33 61 64 615
VII 14 15 18 23 53 55 57 72 34 49 42 56 767
VIII 43 47 50 39 47 30 51 59 50 84 76 55 758
IX 28 44 32 27 74 41 25 50 35 41 44 70 662
X 16 27 41 50 31 50 43 73 49 75 73 82 772
Total 324 401 480 411 548 488 579 652 488 660 716 721 8,177
76The Future Parmer. Austin, Texas, Summer, 1949, p. 30 (1945-46 to 1948-49).
77Ibld., July, 1952, p. 16 (1949-50 to 1950-51).
^Program, Twenty-ninth Annual Texas FFA Convention, Port Worth, July 17-19, 1957, p. 9 (1952-53 to 
1956-57).
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area numbers has had a profound, effect on the data in Table XIII, The 
distribution of members receiving Lone Star Farmer degrees from 1928 
to 1949, as given In Table XIII, Is for the area arrangement of the same 
period. The remainder of the data, 1940 to 1957, is for the ten area 
arrangements as they exist today. The total number of members receiving 
the Lone Star Farmer degrees in each area has been computed for each 
area according to its present day boundaries, and is not a total for
the old and new areas by numbers.
The Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America has 
awarded a total of 8,177 Lone Star Farmer degrees during the period,
1928-57, as shown by the data in Table XIII. The greatest number of
degrees awarded in any one year was 721 in 1957. For the first time 
in the history of the state association, the quota, two per cent of 
the active state membership, was awarded the State Farmer Degree.
Since the degree is awarded to the members who have reached certain 
standards in leadership training and supervised farming programs, the 
number of degrees awarded each year Is Indicative of the continuous 
improvement made In those two phases of the program throughout the 
state.
Many of the local Future Farmer Chapters in Texas have the 
distinction of developing large numbers of Lone Star Farmers. A total 
of sixteen local chapters in Texas have developed fifty or more Lone 
Star Farmers from the time their charters were issued through the • 
school year 1956-57. The chapters are: Brownfield, 82; Beevllle, 76;
Whitney, 66; Sulphur Springs, 66; Rockdale, 63; Granger, 58, Fredericks-
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burg, 57; Colorado City, 56; Katy, 56; Bellville, 5 4 ; Jasper, 54;
79Nacogdoches, 52; Livingston, 51; Cross Plains, 50; and Ropes, 50.
There has not been any research work In Texas to determine the correla­
tion between the size of chapters, age of chapters,' geographic location, 
types and sizes of farms in a locality, tenure of teachers, and the 
number of Lone Star Farmers developed In a local chapter. The total 
number of Lone Star Farmer degrees for each area listed In Table XIII 
indicates there might be a correlation between the geographic location 
of a chapter and the number of Lone Star Farmer degrees awarded.
The Star Lone Star Farmer. The practice of selecting annually 
the most outstanding Lone Star Farmer in Texas probably was an out­
growth of the Master Vocational Agriculture Pupil Contest. The records 
now on file do not present a clear picture of the Master Vocational 
Agriculture Pupil Contest or the winners. A statement by C. L. Davis, 
State Director of Vocational Agriculture, in the Future Farmer News 
reveals something of the contest:
In these days of many contests we should remind our 
readers that this is the second year of the Master Pupil 
Contest, a statewide contest for pupils of vocational 
agriculture, sponsored by The Progressive Farmer Company 
in cooperation with the State Board for Vocational Educa­
tion.
To the winner in each of the five regions into which 
the state is divided, a cash prize of §50.00 is awarded, 
and to the high man an additional prize of §50.00.
•Proceedings. Twenty-Ninth Annual State Convention. Texas 
Association Future Farmers of America. Fort Worth, Texas, July 17-19, 
1 9 5 7 ,  p .  5 5 .
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Rules governing the contest are based on the super­
vised. practice program, Investment In Farming, earnings 
and scholarship.8®
No record was found of who won the distinction of being the
Master Pupil in 1929. Miller Rhoades of Taylor was designated the
Master Pupil of the State in 1930. Miller was president of the Texas
81FFA Association at that time. J. R. Bertrand of White Deer was se­
lected as the Master Pupil for 1931. Bertrand was state vice-president
82at the time the award was made. The Future Farmer News published a
list of the district winners for 1931-32, but failed to publish the
83state winner of the group. The Master Vocational Agriculture Pupil 
Contest was not mentioned in the Future Farmer News after the April 
issue of 1934.84
The idea of selecting a Star Lone Star Farmer in the state 
came about in the following manner:
A Lone Star Farmer key will be presented to the boy 
who makes the best showing among the candidates for the 
Lone Star Farmer degree this year. J. B. Llpplncott, 
publishers, through Mr. Walter C. Johnson, are making 
this award.
The account of the award presentation in the Future Farmer. News
8^Future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, April, 1931, p. 2.
81Loe. clt.
82‘Future Farmer News. Austin, Texas, May, 1932, p. 6.
83Ibid., May, 1933, p. 4.
84Ibld.. April, 1934, p. 4.
85Ibid., September, 1932, pp. 1, 7.
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was as follows:
Mr. W. C. Johnson, Lipplncott Book Publishers, Dallas, 
presented a Lone Star Parmer key to the Star Lone Star 
Farmer; that Is, the boy who ranked highest among the 
twelve Lone Star Farmers. The boy who won this honor was
Daniel Russ of Mt. Pleasant.®®
The Star Lone Star Farmer was selected from the entire list of 
applicants for the State Farmer degree from 1932 through 1938. How­
ever, in 1939 the practice of selecting the Star Area Farmers was 
Initiated, and the Star Lone Star Farmer was selected from a group of
ten or twelve candidates, depending upon the number of areas in ex­
istence at the time. No Information was found which would indicate how 
the Star Area Farmer idea originated or who put it Into practice. It 
Is reasonable to assume that the practice was begun to reduce the work 
of the State Committee on Lone Star Farmer degrees, because in 1939
87the committee approved 145 applications for the State Farmer degree.
The first group of Star Area Farmers (1939) included the 
following members:
Area I Henry Stance Lorenzo
II Joe Rawlings Bronte
III Roy Herrmann Caldwell
IV H. W, Norris Santa Anna
V Oliver Daniel Story Kaufman
VI Exel Reynolds Eustace
VII Otto J. Brittain Lufkin
VIII Harlan Boswell Whitney
IX Henry Bland, Jr. Orangefield
X Edwin Yanta Runge
86Ibld.. November, 1932, p. 6.
87Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual State Convention of the 
Texas Association of F. F. A., Temple, Texas, July 20-22, p. 23.
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Henry Stance, Lorenzo, was selected as the Star Lone Star
88Farmer of Texas from this group. The Star Area Farmer is selected 
by a committee in each area, and State Lone Star Farmer Committee 
selects the Star Lone Star Farmer from the Area Star Farmers. The 
procedure for selecting the Star Lone Star Farmer of Texas, which was 
first used in 1939, is still being followed at the present time.
A complete list of the Star Lone Star Farmers will be found in 
Appendix III.
Honorary Lone Star Farmer. The Texas Association of Future 
Farmers has awarded many Honorary Lone Star Farmer degrees to teachers 
of vocational agriculture and other Individuals throughout the state 
who have made valuable contributions to the state organization, as 
shown by the data in Table XIV. The first reference to the honorary 
degree was found in the minutes of the executive committee, which met 
in Fort Worth, March 9, 1934. The following portion of the minutes, 
printed in The Lone Star Farmer, is given as follows:
At the close of this discussion, a.motion was made
and approved that Mr. E. H. Alexander of College Station 
; and Mr. J. B. Rutland of Austin be elected to the degree
of Lone Star Farmer.®9
The Constitution and By-Laws of the Texas Association of Future 
Farmers of America. 1936-37 list four individuals who received the 
honorary degree for the year 1932-33. They are: Tom Blanton, Gustine;
88Ibid., p. 24.
89The Lone Star Farmer, Austin, Texas, March, 1934, p. 2.
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TABLE XIV
90MEMBERSHIP DEGREES AWARDED BY TEXAS FFA
Lone Star American ________ Honorary Lone Star Farmers






1933-34 18 2 19
1934-35 33 g 13
1935-36 61 5 33
1936-37 112 6 38
1937-38 117 12 5 3 8
1938-39 151 19 4 6 10
1939-40 166 27 7 4 11
1940-41 183 24 5 6 11
1941-42 203 23 27 14 41
1942-43 177 21 19 11 30
1943-44 198 19 19 16 5 40
1944-45 229 20 19 12 3 34
1945-46 324 19 20 19 5 44
1946-47 401 19 31 30 12 73
1947-48 480 25 39 36 10 85
1948-49 411 24 45 44 5 94
1949-50 548 27 41 42 8 91
1950-51 488 33 43 53 6 102
1951-52 579 35 41 46 11 98
1952-53 652 36 52 56 11 119
1953-54 488 38 57 64 13 134
1954-55 660 38 47 63 17 127
1955-56 716 37 50 62 17 129
1956-57 721 34 49 64 13 126
90Texas FFA Association magazines, 1929-1957; Proceedings of State
F.F.A. Conventions and State Committee Meetings held in lieu of Conven­
tions, 1937-1957; Program. Twenty-eighth Annual Texas FFA Convention. 
Dallas, July 25-27, 1956, pp. 9, 21; and Program. Twenty-ninth Annual 
Texas FFA Convention. Fort Worth, July 17-19, 1957, 9; Proceedings. 
Twenty-ninth State Convention. Texas Association Future Farmers of 
America. Fort Worth, Texas, July 17-19, 1957, pp. 40, 41, 42, 43, 53, 
and 55.
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Luther Johnson, Kerens; J. B. Rutland, Austin; and Morgan Sanders, 
Athens.91 In 1934 a total of eighteen members received the Lone Star 
Farmer degree, and seventeen honorary State Farmer degrees were 
awarded.92 It appears that the awarding of the honorary State Farmer 
degrees must have gotten out of hand, because In 1937 the State Lone 
Star Farmer Committee addressed four of Its six recommendations to the 
future practice of awarding the honorary degrees. The recommendations 
were:
3. That, until such a time as suitable standard can be 
set up for the awarding of Honorary Lone Star Farmer 
degrees, we proceed with caution In making such awards.
4. That applications for Honorary degrees to be conferred 
at the State F. F. A. Convention be In the hands of the 
State Adviser on or before the date of the State Leader­
ship Contests, In order that the applications may be 
examined and passed on so that successful candidates 
may be notified In time for them to be present at the 
State Convention to receive the award.
5. That all Honorary Lone Star Farmer awards be presented 
at a public banquet or meeting of State Association 
officials or of Gold Key Members, and that if any one 
misses a meeting where such an award Is to be made, 
that his award be presented at the next regular meeting 
of such groups.
6. That no Honorary degrees be conferred by the Texas 
Association of F. F. A. unless the application made for 
the person or persons be first considered and passed on 
by a regular committee appointed by the State F. F. A. 
Adviser.93
Q1•̂Constitution and By-Laws of the Texas Association of Future 
Farmers of America. 1936-1937. Austin, Texas, pp. 54-55.
9sThe Lone Star Farmer. Austin. Texas. July-August, 1934, p. 4.
Q'Z •State Convention of Future Farmers of America. Arlington,
Texas, July 22-24, 1937, pp. 6-7.
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The .Stater- Committee on Lone Star Farmer degrees in 1939 ex­
pressed a desire to further restrict the number of honorary degrees 
awarded. The committee made the following recommendation:
3. That the State Director of Vocational Agriculture,
the State Adviser of the Texas Association of F. F. A., 
and the State Executive Committee have the authority 
to nominate not more than five Honorary Lone Star 
Farmers at large--other than V. A. teachers. 4
It is entirely possible that the state association awarded 
many honorary degrees, during the first decade, which were not deserved. 
It must be remembered, however, that the new organization needed to 
cultivate the good will of business and industrial leaders. The prac­
tice of awarding the honorary degree to key Individuals was one method 
used to familiarize them with the training program of the Future 
Farmers.
In 1943 each area was allotted a quota of teachers and non-
teachers which may be nominated for the honorary degree.9^ The
following year, 1944, the state association adopted the practice of
selecting a limited number of individuals from the state-at-large for
the Honorary Lone Star Farmer degree, in addition to the non-teacher
96quota allotted to each area. Individuals elected to the honorary
94Proceedlngs of the Eleventh Annual State Convention of the
Texas Association of F.F.A., Temple, Texas, July 20-22, p. 26.
95Proceedlngs of the Committee Meetings Held in Lieu of Fifteenth
Annual State Convention of the Texas Association of F.F.A., San Angelo,
Texas, June 7-8, 1943, p. 41.
9Proceedings of the Committee Meetings Held in Lieu of Six­
teenth Annual State Convention of the Texas Association of FFA, San 
Angelo, Texas, June 6-8, 1944, p. 24.
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degree from the state-at-large, beginning in 1946, have received a
citation listing the contributions each has made to the State FFA 
9 7Association*
The teacher and non-teacher honorary degree, as awarded under 
present day standards, is one an individual will cherish, because it 
represents a worthwhile and lasting contribution to the Texas Associa­
tion of the Future Farmers of America.
The American Farmer Degree. The Texas Association of the 
Future Farmers of America may recommend annually one eadldate to re­
ceive the American Farmer degree for each 1,000 active members in the 
state association. The degrees are awarded at the organization's 
national convention.
The first two Future Farmers from Texas to receive the American
Farmer degree were Lacey Baker and H. R. Wright of the Dilley Chapter.
98The degrees were awarded during the National FFA Convention in 1930. 
Texas did not achieve its quota of American Farmer degrees until 1945 
as shown by the data in Tables XI and XIV. The Texas quota was met In 
1948 and 1949, and it has been filled consistently since 1950. The 
plausible eiqjlanatlon why Texas did not receive its annual quota of 
American Farmer degrees lies in the fact that a state association was 
permitted to submit only one application for each 1,000 active members. 
Standards for the American farmer degree have been so rigid that an
97Tha Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, July, 1946, p. 11.
"Future Farmer News, College Station, Texas, January, 1931,
p. 1.
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application was rejected if it contained a minimum of one error. For 
most of the years, after 1940, Texas was submitting its quota of appli­
cations, but one or more were being rejected each year by the national 
association.
Texas FFA members who are elected to the American Farmer degree
must have demonstrated outstanding abilities in leadership and farming
efficiency. Alton D. Ice, in his occupational study of American
Farmers of Texas, 1930-48, found that a large percentage of the 201
recipients of the degree were making a valuable use of the leadership
training they had received as members of the Future Farmer Association.
Most of the Individuals surveyed in the study considered leadership
99training the most valuable part of their educational experiences.
Gold Key Farmer Activities
There have been several attempts in Texas to organize the 
Lone Star and American Farmer degree holders on a state basis. The 
first Gold Key Club to be organized in the state was on a local chapter 
level. Beeville, with B. C. Davis as Adviser, organized a Gold Key 
Club in 1936.100 The members were holders of the Lone Star or American 
Farmer degrees, and the organization held an annual banquet during the 
Christmas holidays in order that most of the members may attend.
The activities of the Beeville organization had a great influence on
"Alton D. Ice, "Occupational Study of American Farmers in Texas, 
1930-1948" (unpublished Master’s thesis, Texas Technological College, 
Lubbock, 1949).
100The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, March-April, 1936, p. 5.
101 Ibid., Nov ember-Dec ember, 1936, p. 3.
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the efforts of the state organization's subsequent attempts to organize
holders of the Gold Keys.
The Texas Association of Future Farmers planned and held their
first Gold Key Banquet during the Southwest Exposition and Fat Stock
TOPShow, March 12, 1937. The Texas Association of Gold Key Farmers 
was formed during the Gold Key Banquet. The following officers were 
elected; William Gude, President, Beeville; J. R. Bertrand, Vice-
President and Reporter, White Deer; and Wilbur Daniel, Secretary-
1 0 3Treasurer, Gustlne. The following year on March 11, 1938, the
second Gold Key Banquet was held In Fort Worth, and the Gold Key
Farmers elected the following officers for a two year term: J. R.
Bertrand, President, White Deer; A. L. Stewart, Vice-President, Ysleta;
104and Pat Stout, Secretary-Treasurer, San Antonio. The Texas Associ­
ation of Gold Key Farmers apparently never did have another meeting 
after the second one In 1938.
Texas Future Farmers of America Alumni Association
The alumni association hardly deserves to be mentioned, because
it was In existence for such a short time.
. . .  It was in the summer of 1950 that a group of young 
farmers met during the State F. F. A. Convention and adopted 
a constitution and by-laws and elected a slate of officers.
102Ibld.. March-April, 1937, p. 8.
103Ibid., p. 2.
104Ibld.. March-Apr11, 1938, p. 1.
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The name selected was Texas Future Farmer of America 
Alumni Association and Wilbur Dunk of Junction was 
elected president. The other officers elected were 
Preston Sights, Uvalde, Vice-President; Nolan Alders,
Nacogdoches, Secretary; Leroy Thornburg, White Deer,
Treasurer; and Jimmy Darling, Abilene, Reporter.
This attempt at organizing was short lived. It 
was at this time that the new draft law was passed 
and nearly all of these officers were called Into the 
armed Forces.
It was the members of the defunct alumni organization, together 
with others, that led the movement to establish the Young Farmers of 
Texas In 1953.106
The Future Farmer carried two stories of local alumni associa­
tions being formed. The La Grange Association, under the leadership 
of J. R. Jackson, claims to have been the first chapter in Texas to 
apply for a charter from the Texas Alumni FFA Association. The asso-
107elation had twenty-seven members, and Blmo Mlnzenmeyer was president.
The Lubbock Association was formed in September, 1949. Alton Brazell, 
a past State FFA president, was president of the eighteen member asso­
ciation.108
Certificates of Merit
Mr. E. R. Alexander, first State Advisor of the Texas Associa­
tion of the Future Farmers of America, originated the Certificate of
lOSnRistory and Plans for the Young Farmers of Texas1' (College 
Station, Texas: Department of Agricultural Education, Summer, 1954), 
p. 1. (Mimeographed.)
IQQl o c. clt.
107The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1950, pp. 16-17.
1Q8lbld.. March, 1950, p. 14.
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109Merit. The records on file do not reveal the exact time the Certi­
ficate of Merit was first printed or presented to FFA members. The 
Future Farmer Handbook for Local Advisers contained the following 
information on Certificates of Merit:
We believe that Future Farmers will appreciate an 
opportunity to secure Certificates of Merit as evidence 
of their skill in carrying on certain farm operations. 
Accordingly, we have set up tentative standards for 
certain agricultural skills. We ejspect to set up 
standards for other skills as the need for these 
standards arise. Therefore, it is proposed to award 
certificates of merit for the following skills:
1. Terracing
2. Judging Livestock
3. Judging Eggs and Poultry
4. Judging Dairy Cattle
5. Classing and Stapling Cotton
6. Parliamentary Procedure 1
A Future Farmer earned a Certificate of Merit for Judging live­
stock, eggs and poultry, and dairy cattle if he placed in the high ten 
of either contest at the State Judging Contest. Certificates were 
earned in the three other skills by complying with the standards under 
the supervision of the vocational agricultural teacher. Each certifi­
cate was signed by the agricultural teacher, the superintendent of 
schools, one member of the advisory board, and the State Adviser of 
the FFA.1^  Each local chapter adviser was supplied with applications
lQ9The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, September, 1944, p. 5.
110E. R. Alexander, J. C. Dykes, and W. R. Sherrill, Future
Farmer Handbook for Local Advisers (College Station, Texas: Future
Farmers of Texas, [no date]), p. 10.
n i Ibld.. p. 10.
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for* Certificates of Merit, which he filled out and mailed to the 
State FFA Adviser.112 The State FFA Adviser awarded 195 Certificates 
in 1928-29,.and by April, 1930, he had issued 341 additional certifi­
cates. In 1930 an FFA member needed three Certificates of Merit before
1 1 3he could be nominated for a state office.
The Certificate of Merit served as tangible evidence that a cer­
tain skill had been performed in keeping with predetermined standards. 
Many FFA members were motivated to perform a skill In order to possess 
the certificate, and in such cases it served as an immediate goal.
Other Future Farmers worked for the certificates in order to achieve 
intermediate goals which they valued more highly. Probably there were 
more Certificates of Merit awarded in the latter part of the 1930's 
than at any other time, because they were used more as prerequisites 
to other goals sought by Future Farmers. In 1936-37, Certificates of * 
Merit were required for Texas FFA members to advance from one degree 
to the next; applicants for the Future Parmer degree must have one 
certificate, for the Lone Star Farmer degree candidates must have three 
certificates, and candidates for the American Farmer degree must have 
earned five certificates.114
The Certificates of Merit were issued by the Area Supervisor 
after 1935. Each area set up a committee to determine the various
tip̂Future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, June, 1930, 
pp. 2-3; April, 1931, p. 2.
11^Loc. cit.
114Constitution and. By-Laws of the Texas Assoclation of the 
Future Farmers of America. 1936-1937. Austin, Texas, pp. 33-34.
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skills that FFA members may perform and apply for certificates. The 
area committee also set the standards for each skill. The area certi­
ficate committee was under constant pressure from local chapters to 
set standards In skills they were particularly Interested in. In time, 
the FFA members were able to secure a certificate for most any activity 
connected with the Future Farmer programs or vocational agriculture. 
Probably the diminishing popularity of the Certificate of Merit was 
due to the ease with which the FFA members could secure them.
Father and Son Banquets
Perhaps the only official action the Texas Association of the 
Future Farmers of America has taken toward annual Father and Son Ban­
quets was to encourage local FFA Chapters to hold them. The student- 
parent banquet is one of the oldest and most widely used leadership 
training devices to be found in the history of the Future Farmer move­
ment in Texas, and for that reason, a discussion of It has been In­
cluded at this point.
S. V. (Billy) Burks and his vocational agriculture classes at 
Poteet originated the traditional Father and Son Banquet. The first
banquet was held February 82, 1928, and there were sixty-four boys and
115their fathers present for the occasion. The earliest eopy of the 
Future Farmer News on file, February, 1929, reported four Father and 
Son Banquets which had been recently held by local chapters. Through
115Letter on file from S. V, Burks, Kingsville, Texas, July 9,
1957.
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May, 1932, the reports on Father and Son Banquets occupied more space 
in the Future Farmer News than all other news Items combined. The 
student-parent banquet was the major leadership training activity 
available to the local chapters before the advent of various leader­
ship contests.
The first Father, Mother and Son Banquet to be reported In the
Future Farmer News on file was held at Tulla High School where R. W.
n  6Carlton was teaching vocational agriculture. The date of the ban­
quet was not given, but It was reported In January, 1930.
Many FFA advisers think the student-parent banquet provides 
greater leadership training when it Is planned and carried out by the 
local FFA members under the guidance of the local chapter adviser.
Bach chapter member has duties to perform, and the responsibilities 
are as equally divided as possible. The methods used by different 
chapters to plan and stage a banquet vary widely, but the major purpose 
is to provide the maximum leadership training for all members. The 
banquets have also been used to focus the attention of parents, school 
officials, businessmen, and the community in general on the program 
and activities of the local FFA Chapter.
Many chapters have preferred to hold barbecues occasionally 
or exclusively Instead of the more formal banquet.
Regardless of the contests or leadership training devices the 
State FFA Association has sponsored, the local student-parent get-
11'̂ Future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, January, 1930,
p. 1.
187
together continues to be the most popular annual event among the FFA 
Chapters of the state.
State FFA Leadership Contests
Many of the Future Farmer activities In Texas have been suc­
cessfully promoted through the medium of contests. In fact, this has 
been the method most frequently used to get state-wide participation 
in many events. The standard procedure has been to select an activity, 
set up the rules, name the place and date of the event, provide some 
publicity, and offer attractive prizes to the winners. Such a formula 
has been very successful in Texas.
The State Future Farmer Leadership Contests were the outgrowth 
of an Invitational meet sponsored by the Vocational Agricultural Club
of the Sam Houston State Teachers College in 1931.
The public speaking and debating contests for V.A. boys 
of Texas will be held here on Friday night and Saturday
of this week. The winners will be awarded a silver loving
cup and will be guests of the V.A. club at the annual ban­
quet and graduation to be held Saturday night at the college 
cafeteria. . . . H 7
The results of the contests were reported In the following
manner:
Approximately three hundred high school boys In V.A. 
from twenty-five Bast Texas schools entered the debating, 
public speaking and judging contest Saturday, which were 
sponsored by their teachers and the division of Teacher 
Training In V.A. of Sam Houston State Teachers College.
l^News item In the Houstonian, April 1, 1931.
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C. T. Heath from Henderson, whose V. A. teacher Is 
L. L. Hale, won the public speaking contest. J. M.
Addison's Willis debating team composed of Stealey Hazel 
and Henry Redman, was successful In this event and was 
awarded a loving cup at the V. A. banquet on Saturday 
evening.118
The public speaking division of the contests at Huntsville was 
held to determine the district winner who would enter the State Public 
Speaking Contest at the Agricultural and Mechanical College, April 20, 
1931.119
The following year the State Future Farmer Leadership Contests 
were held in Huntsville, August 2 and 3, 1932. The contests were 
sponsored by the Department of Agricultural Education at Sam Houston 
State Teachers College in cooperation with the State Department of 
Agricultural Education.120 The events included the following: Public
Speaking, Debating, Chapter Opening and Closing, and a Band Contest.
The news stories printed In the Future Farmer News, prior to the con­
tests, referred to the Huntsville meet as the State Public Speaking 
Contest. The April, 1932, Issue of the Future Farmer News contained 
an article, entitled, "Districts Choose Public Speaking Contestants." 
The article stated that some districts had selected representatives In 
debate, chapter opening and closing, and band. The same issue of the 
News printed a statement of Mr. S. C. Wilson, Director of Teacher 
Training In Vocational Agriculture at Sam Houston State Teachers
118News item in the Houtonlan. April 8, 1931.
119Future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, April, 1931, p. 1.
l2°Ibid.. July, 1932, p. 1.
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College, concerning the contests:
The winning team In the debating contest wll-1 be 
awarded a trophy by the Vocational Agriculture Club of 
Sam Houston State Teachers College. Arrangements for 
other contests including opening and closing F. F» A.
Chapters and F. F. A. Bands have been completed.
This statement by Mr. Wilson indicates that band and chapter 
opening and closing events had been included to provide an opportunity 
for more FFA members to participate in a contest. The contestants must 
have liked the idea, because they voted to have the contest in Hunts­
ville the following year.121
The State FFA Leadership Contests have Included, at one time or 
another, a wide variety of events, such as: public speaking, band,
debate, chapter conducting, stunts, one-act plays, extemporaneous 
speaking, news writing, farm skills, FFA quiz, and farm radio broad­
cast. Chapter conducting is the only event which has been Included in 
the state contest throughout the years. The State Public Speaking 
Contest is no longer a part of the contest conducted at Sam Houston 
State Teachers College. The leadership contests were discontinued 
after 1941, because of restricted travel during World War II, and was 
not revived until 1948. Otherwise the annual contest, with one ex­
ception, has been held at Huntsville. In 1941 it was conducted in 
conjunction with the State Future Farmer Convention which was held in 
Marshall, Texas, July 16-19, 1941.l2^
121Ibld.. August, 1932, p. 7.
1 P PProceedings of the Thirteenth Annual state Convention of the 
Texas Association of F. F. A., Marshall, Texas, July 16-19, 1941, p. 54.
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Before World War II the leadership contests, with the exception 
of the first one, had been held in the summer months of June, July, and 
August. Since the contest came after the close of each school year; 
many local chapter members and advisers looked upon it as a measuring 
device used to determine the quality of training that had been given 
during the school year. The desire to win became the major objective 
of many members and advisers, and to do this the most capable and ex­
perienced members were used on the teams. In most cases the con­
testants were high school seniors who would be leaving the chapter, and 
the benefits of their superior training would never be utilized in 
carrying out local chapter programs of work. Many local advisers 
throughout the state considered the state leadership contest a means 
of providing needed leadership training for the local chapter members, 
and they began an active movement to hold the state contests during 
the first term of the school year. The State Leadership Contests were 
resumed In 1948, and from that date until the spring of 1952 the event 
was conducted in March, April or May. The spring date was not very 
popular with the chapters that were taking an active part In the live­
stock shows that were being held in the early part of each year. The 
following announcement in the September, 1953, issue of The Future 
Farmer bears out the fact.
(Editor's Note: The annual State FFA Leadership
contests have been changed from the traditional date 
in March to December for the convenience and good of 
FFA members who find it necessary to be away from 
school so much in the spring in order to attend
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\  "I O f tlivestock shows, area and district meetings, etc,)i'iU
Beginning in December, 1952, the contests have been held either 
the first or second Saturday in December. Only the first place winners 
in each of the ten areas are eligible to compete in the State Leader­
ship Contests. Within each area sub-district and district contests 
determine the teams that will enter the area contests. Through such a 
system of elimination the local chapters are compelled to provide local 
leadership training in the early part of the fall term.
One other important change has been made in the State Leadership
Contests. In 1948, when the contests were revived, two divisions of 
the events were created, the Chapter Farmer division for the older and 
more experienced members, and the Green Hand division for the first 
year members of the chapters. This arrangement insures, to some degree, 
that boys of comparable experience and training will be competing 
against each other. The Chapter Farmer Division of the contests in­
cludes the following events: chapter conducting, farm skill demonstra­
tions and farm radio. The Green Hand Division includes events in chap­
ter conducting, farm skill demonstrations and FFA quiz.
It would be impossible to evaluate accurately the Future Farmer 
leadership training program in Texas from 1928 to 1957. Leadership, 
like all other abstract characteristics, is difficult to measure ob­
jectively. Almost any agricultural teacher who has taught for ten 
years can enumerate many of his former students who are occupying
12^The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, September, 1952, p. 15.
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responsible positions because of their leadership abilities. . Although 
a study has not been made to determine the number or occupations of all 
former FFA members, it is common knowledge that many of them have 
served in the State Legislature, have been elected to county and dis­
trict offices, and have provided leadership in service organizations 
in the communities where they reside.
The State Leadership Contests are devices to encourage local 
chapters to provide needed leadership training to all members. The 
type and quality of training varies from chapter to chapter, but some 
phase of the training program can be found in a great majority of the 
chapters of the state.
A complete list of first place winners in the State FFA Leader­
ship Contests will be found in Appendix IV.
The State FFA Public Speaking Contest
The state public speaking contest for members of the Texas 
Association of the Future Farmers of America has always been an 
elimination contest to determine who would represent the state in the 
regional or trl-state contest. When the national contest was announced 
in 1930 the members were asked to decide in the following manner about 
the need for a State contest.
Should Texas have a state contest? The State Adviser 
would like to have the Texas Future Farmers say what their 
wishes are in this matter. Let each chapter instruct its 
adviser to vote on this matter at the time of our State 
Judging Contest on April l.124
1 P4-c Future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, March, 1930, p. 4.
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The available records do not given an account of the action 
taken by the advisers at the State Judging Contest on April 1, 1930; 
however, the vote must have been unfavorable as no contest was held 
that year. The January, 1931, Issue of the Future Farmer News con­
tained the following announcement:
The Texas Association of F. F. A. will hold a public 
Speaking Contest about April 21 to select a Future Farmer 
to represent Texas in the Southern Regional F. F. A.
Speaking Contest. The winner of the Texas contest will 
receive one hundred dollars in cash. The winner of the 
Southern Regional Contest will have a chance at Kansas 
City to compete for the Capper prizes of §100, §200,
§300, and §500. . . .l25
There is no record of how this decision was reached. The state 
program of work, which was set up the previous October, does not in-
*1 p f ielude the provisions for a contest in public speaking. The State
Executive Committee met at Taylor, December 6, 1930, and the contest
127was not mentioned in its recommedations. Nevertheless, the first
State Public Speaking Contest was held on Monday evening, April 20,
1931, in the Assembly Hall on the campus of the Agricultural and
128Mechanical College of Texas. The speakers were: Hubert Isbell,
Munday; Ray Wilson Mayberry, Gilmer; C. T. Heath, Henderson; C. C. 
Robinson, Crystal City; Smith Reed, Holland; Alex Ferguson, Sherman; 
Arch Spruill, Cisco; J. R. Bertrand, White Deer; Wayne Whittenberg,
125Ibld., January, 1931, p. 4.
l26Ibid., November, 1930, p. 1.
127Ibld., January, 1931, pp. 1-3.
128Ibld., April, 1931, p. 1.
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Decatur; Clarence Krumnow, Marlin; Claude Mercer, Gustine; and Hugh
Graham, Thorndale. Smith Read won the contest and the right to
represent Texas In the Southern Regional Public Speaking Contest at
129Hot Springs, Arkansas.
The title of Reed's speech was "Farm Machinery and the Agrlcul-
130tural Revolution.11 Reed won third place In the Southern Regional
131contest, which included nine boys from as many states.
The state FFA Public Speaking Contest became one of the regular 
events In the State Leadership Contests in 1932, and It continued as 
such until 1941. All contests on the area and state level were dis­
continued in 1942, because the Nation was at war.
STATE AND AREA CONTEST CANCELED: In a meeting of the
State V. A.. Staff on January 9, it was recommended that all 
area and state Future Farmer Leadership and Judging Contest 
be eliminated for 1942. This action was taken because of 
shortage of tires and defense responsibilities.
Public speaking was the first event of the former State Leader­
ship Contests to be revived. Bradford Bullard.of Shamrock was the 
first state winner after World War II. The contesT*was conducted at
.129Ibld.. May, 1931, p. 2.
130Loc. clt.
13^Ibld., October, 1931, p. 6.
1 3 2Robert A. Manire, J. B. Rutland, and R, Lano Barron, "Voca­
tional Agricultural Education News Letter" (Austin, Texas: Division
of Vocational Agriculture, State Department of Education, January- 
February, 1942), p. 2. (Mimeographed.)
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Austin, Texas, June 6, 1945.133 Beginning in 1946 the State's FFA 
Public Speaking Contest has been held in conjunction with the annual 
State Future Farmer Convention.
From 1931 through 1935 the state winner of the Public Speaking 
Contest went directly to the Southern Regional Contest. Since 1935 
the state winners from Texas have participated in a tri-state contest, 
which Includes Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas. The speakers from Texas 
have done well in these contest. In the period from 1931 to 1935 the 
Texas speakers won one fourth place, two third places, one second place, 
and one first place.
Five of the speakers representing Texas have won first place 
at the Tri-State contests during the period from 1936 to 1957. The 
winners were: John Lee Shofner, Nacogdoches, 1940;^34 Woody Jackson,
1 7 C  n
Lubbock, 1947; Herman Brewer, Jr., Eden, 1950; Jack Earl Harrison, 
Huntington, 1952;137 and Jerry Brock, Centerville (Groveton), 1953.138
John Lee Shofner won second place in the Southern Regional Con­
test in 1940, and Herman Brewer won first place in 1950.
133proceedlngs of the Committee Meetings Held in Lieu of 
Seventeenth Annual State Convention of the Texas Association of F.F.A., 
Kerrville, Texas, May 31-June 2, 1945, p. 41.
•*-34The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, May-June, 1940, p. 7.
135The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, July, 1947, p. 26.
133Ibld., October, 1950, p. 2.
•̂ I b l d .. September, 1952, p. 7.
138Ibld., September, 1953, p. 10.
139The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, July-October, 1940, p. 1.
^4<-frhe Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1950, p. 2.
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Texas has had only two Future Farmers to participate in the
National Public Speaking Contests from 1931 to 1957. Paul Deats of
141Graham won second place in 1935, and Herman Brewer, Jr., Eden,
142also won second place in 1950.
A complete list of state winners in the Future Farmer Public 
Speaking Contests have been included in Appendix V.
State Best Chapter Contest
The state’s Best Chapter Contest has always had two major pur­
poses: namely, (1) to encourage local chapters to set up and carry
out the best possible leadership training program for its members, and 
(2) to select a chapter to represent the state in the National Chapter 
Contest. The first National Chapter Contest was not sponsored by the 
National Future Farmer Association. The following news items appeared 
in the March, 1930, issue of the Future Farmer News:
Last year a local chapter of Future Farmers in Virginia 
won the first prize of $500.00 offered by the Farm Journal 
of Philadelphia. A similar prize, with a second of $300.00 
and a third prize of $200.00, is being offered on this year’s 
work. If Texas chapters wish to compete they must submit 
their applications not later than April 1, 1930. The con­
test closes at midnight, Wednesday, October 1, 1930.143
Apparently any local chapter could BUbmit an application to
enter this contest. The news item failed to state whether or not
■ ^ Tha Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, November-December,
1935, p. 1.
14&phe Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, November, 1950, p. 14.
143Future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, March, 1930,
p. 1.
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there would be an elimination contest within each state. There is no 
record of a single local chapter in Texas entering the contest.
In 1931 a state Best Chapter Contest was set up in the following
manner:
The J. B. Lippineott Co. has agreed to award a ten 
volume encyclopedia to the local chapter in Texas that 
makes the best showing during 1930-31. The rules that 
apply to the Farm Journal Best Chapter contest will be 
used In this contest.
The Texas Association will award an F.F.A. Plaque to 
the winner of the Lippineott prize.144
No information was found In the copies of the Future Farmer News 
on file which would indicate that the Lippineott Best Chapter Prize was 
ever awarded to any local chapter in 1931. The following excerpts from 
the January, 1932, issue of the Future Farmer News reveals that two 
Texas Future Farmer Chapters did take part in the National Chapter Con­
test of 1931.
Mount Pleasant Chapter of F.F.A. was the first chapter 
listed in the Southern Region for honorable mention in the 
national chapter contest conducted among Future Farmer of 
America chapters by AMERICAN FARMING.
. . . One hundred and seventy-one chapters officially 
entered the contest, compared with 41 last year, and of the 
171 entries, 52 chapters made final reports. Thirty-three 
states had chapters entered in the contest and representa­
tives from 27 states stuck with the contest to the end.
• • • • • •  • • • •
Mount Pleasant and Chillicothe chapters were the two 
Texas groups represented in this national contest.145
Apparently the National Association of the Future Farmers of
America took over the national chapter contest In 1932. The March,
144Ibid.. February, 1931, p. 3.
145Ibld.. January, 1932, p. 7.
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1932, issue of the regulations are given below:
One thousand dollars in cash prizes will be awarded to 
the outstanding local chapters of the Future Farmers of 
America which have completed at least one year's work by 
Saturday, October 1, 1932. The winners are to be selected 
on the basis of the program of work submitted and on the 
achievement as revealed in a report of accomplishments ap­
proved by the State Supervisor of Agricultural Education. 
* • • • • • • • *  +
The contest closes at midnight, Saturday, October 1,
1932. All final reports on accomplishments must be in the 
mail before that hour.
Each chapter must prepare its own report. This report 
must be approved by the teacher of vocational agriculture 
and sent to the district advisor who, with a committee will 
select the best three in his district, and send them to 
the State Supervisor of Agricultural Education, who in turn 
will provide for* the selection of the best three chapters 
in the State for consideration by the national committee 
in the final contest. The report of the chapter activities 
may be typewritten, if desired.I4®
The State Future Farmer Convention of 1932 was held in Dallas 
during the State Fair, and the state awards were made during the con­
vention. The following information was found relative to the state 
chapter contest:
. . . .  Mr. J. F. Holt, representative of the L. C.
Smith and Corona Typewriter Co., Dallas, presented two 
portables to the two best chapters in the state. Sherman 
won first place and Mt. Pleasant, second, in the chapter 
contest.14'
No data were found to Indicate that either of the state's winning 
chapters had entered the National Chapter Contest.
In 1933 the best chapter award went to Breckenridge, and Cotulla
l4®Ibld., Austin, Texas, March, 1932, p. 1.
147The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, November, 1932, p. 6.
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won second place.148 No data were found which would Indicate that 
either chapter had entered the National Chapter Contest. If there was 
a winner of the state Best Chapter Contest in 1934; the winner was not 
printed in the copies of The Lone Star Farmer on file.
No data were found to Indicate how the best chapters in Texas 
placed in the National Contest in 1935, 1936, 1937, and 1938. However, 
Abilene received Honorable Mention in the National Chapter Contest of
1939.149 Clarendon was one of four chapters in the nation to receive
1 SOthe Gold Emblem rating in 1940. The following year, 1941, Cotulla
was one of five chapters in the nation to receive the Silver Emblem 
1 SIrating. Since 1941, the chapters which represented Texas in the 
National Chapter Contests have received the Gold Emblem rating.
The State Best Chapter Contest, as such, was discontinued after 
1954. There is a state committee, however, which evaluates the 
material of those chapters entered in the national contest, and sub­
mits the material of a limited number of local chapter programs for 
national rating. Texas may send the materials of two chapters for the 
first 5,000 members and one for each 1,000 members thereafter to the 
National Association to be rated.
A list of the winners in the State’s Best Chapter Contest has 
been provided in Appendix VI.
148ibid., October, 1933, p. 2.
I49Ibld.. July-October, 1939, p. 12.
150Ibid., November-December, 1941, p. 1,
151Ibid., July-October, 1941, p. 2.
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The Future Farmers of America Foundation Awards
The Lone star Farmer of March, 1946, carried the following 
announcement:
There will be both state and national public speaking 
contests, as well as competition to determine the winners 
of awards presented by the National Future Farmer Founda­
tion. These awards inelude $25 for each successful 
American Farmer Candidate, and $100 for each of the 
following: State Winner in Public Speaking; Star Lone
Star Farmer; Farm Mechanics Award Winner; and Farm and 
Home Electrification Award Winner.̂-52
In order to provide a thumb-nail sketch of the functions and 
purposes of the Future Farmers of America Foundation, the following 
selection is quoted from the foundation's handbook.
The Future Farmers of America Foundation was in­
corporated under the laws of the District of Columbia 
on March 29, 1944. The By-Laws were adopted by the 
Board of Trustees at a special meeting in Kansas City,
Mo., October 7, 1944.
The Foundation was established to provide business, 
industrial, civic, farm and service organizations and 
individuals with an opportunity to cooperate in furthering 
the programs of. the Future Farmers of America and the 
New Farmers of America.
The Foundation annually provides on a nationwide basis 
prizes and financial awards to deserving members of the 
FFA and NFA who have achieved distinction in their super­
vised farming programs, scholarship, citizenship, and rural 
leadership.1°3
In 1946, the first year that Texas participated In the founda­
tion's program, winners were selected in Farm and Home Electrification
-̂52Ibld.. March, 1946, p. 4.
*S3The Future Earmers of America Foundation. Incorporated. 
Bulletin No. 2, Revised 1957, Washington, D. C., p. 2.
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and Farm Mechanics in addition to Public Speaking; Star Lone Star
Farmer, and the successful American Farmer candidates. Eugene Jekel,
Cameron, was the state winner of the Farm and Home Electrification
award, and Bert Gibbs, Justin, was the state winner of the Farm
Mechanics award.
Texas ad d ed  the Star Dairy Farmer Contest in 1948, and Thomas
155Herring, Jr., Ralls, was selected for the award. In 1949, the Soil
and Water Management contest was added, and Martin L. Miller, Era, won 
156the award. The Farm Safety contest was added in 1950, and the Rusk
157FFA Chapter was the first state winner.
Texas, with the greatest number of dues-paying Future Farmer 
members, has received more of the Future Farmers of America Founda­
tion’s annual allotments than any other state. In 1956, the last year 
for which the allotments were given, Texas received $9,283.48. The 
total allotment was awarded in the following manner: Dairy Farming
Award, $100.00; Farm Electrification Award, $100.00; Farm Mechanics 
Award, $100.00; Farm Safety Award, $100.00; Public Speaking Award, 
$100.00; Soil and Water Management Award, $393.14; Star Farmer Award, 
$100.00; American Farmer Award, $3,700.00 or $100.00 for each candi­
date; Judging Awards, $257.31; and State Awards for Improving Agri­
culture and Leadership, $4,333.03.*58
154The Lone Star Farmer, Austin, Texas, July, 1946, p. 12. 
i55jhe Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, Summer, 1948, p. 14. 
15®Ibid., Summer, 1949, p. 14.
157Ibid., September, 1950, p. 19.
158^he Future Farmers of America Foundation. Incorporated. 
Twelfth Annual Report, Washington, D. C., p. 11.
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A list of the state Future Farmers of America Foundation 
winners will be found in Appendix VII.
Special Awards Administered by the Texas FFA Assoclation
The allied agricultural corporations and industrial establish­
ments of Texas have been generous in assisting the Texas Association 
of Future Farmers by making available many valuable scholarships and 
awards.
Texas Terracer Contest. The contest was sponsored by the Brown 
Tool Company, Breckenrldge, and it was first set up for the school year
I CQ1930-31 on a district basis. The prize was a "Texas Terracer," and 
was awarded to the local chapter which had accomplished most in ter­
racing the farm land of its community. At one time there were seven 
districts in the state competing for as many terracers. The contest 
was held for eleven years, and the FFA magazine was more than generous 
in providing space for stories about the contest and the Brown Tool 
Company.
Railroad Company Awards. The Santa Fe, Kansas City Southern, 
Missourl-Kansas and Texas, and Rock Island Railways have made it pos­
sible for many deserving Texas FFA members to attend the National FFA 
Conventions and national Judging contests with educational awards.
The four railroads began their awards program in 1932 with expense
15future Farmer News. College Station, Texas, September,
1930, p. l.
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paid trips to the National FFA Convention for a large delegation of 
Texans.*60
The awards, given for exceptional achievement, are sufficient 
to cover all expenses of the winners to and from the national events. 
Since World War II the Santa Fe and the Kansas City Southern Railways 
have provided annually approximately fifteen educational awards each, 
and the Rock Island Railway has provided five such awards. The Santa 
Fe and Kansas City Southern Railways have given Texas FFA members 
special rates to the National FFA Convention, and have provided special 
coaches for the delegations. The Santa Fe Railway has made available 
a $250.00 scholarship for a Texas FFA member for 1955, 1956, and 1957.*6*
Heep Scholarship Award. The Keep Scholarship Award was one of 
the first such awards set up In Texas for FFA members. The first award 
was made March 26, 1933. The Heep Jersey Farm, Buda, Texas, staged a 
Junior Dairyman Day, and held a dairy cattle Judging contest for FFA 
teams. The winning team received a loving cup, and the high point 
individual received a $350.00 scholarship to be used at Texas Agricul-
162tural and Mechanical College for the freshman year in Dairy Husbandry. 
Apparently the same plan was used to determine the winner of the annual 
scholarship through 1941.
l®°Texas FFA magazines, 1932-57.
161Ibid.. 1932-57.
162The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, January-February, 1938,
p. 9.
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No data were found, which would Indicate that the scholarship 
plan was in effect during the war years, 1942 to 1945, inclusive. The 
scholarship was reactivated in 1946 under the control of a state FFA 
Committee. The winner was chosen from the hone Star Farmer applicants 
who carried dairying as an enterprise, and the FFA member selected 
competed with the winning farm boy, who was not a Future Farmer, for
i a *2the $200.00 scholarship. The basic plan of the scholarship has 
been changed very little from the beginning. In 1956 the applicant 
had to be a high school senior who had completed two years in dairy 
projects, and he had to own two or more purebred and registered animals 
that had completed lactation periods. The winner received a scholar­
ship worth $400.00.164 The value of the award has not followed any 
consistent pattern.
Anderson-Clayton Scholarship Awards. The awards were first 
provided by the Anderson-Clayton and Company, Houston, Texas, in 1940. 
Texas was divided into five districts, composed of two FFA Areas each, 
and the boy who had the most outstanding cotton project in each district 
received $100.00 to be used in defraying expenses for enrolling in an 
agricultural curriculum in an agricultural institution of higher 
learning. Five state winners were selected annually in 1940, 1941,
i63The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, July, 1946, p. 1.
164The Future Farmer. Austin. Texas, January, 1956, p. 15.
16^The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, January-February, 1940,
p. 1.
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and 1942, No data were found to Indicate the scholarships were 
awarded In 1943, 1944, and 1945. Twelve scholarships were made avail­
able In 1946. Candidates for the awards must be successful applicants 
for the Lone Star Farmer degree who had produced cotton enterprises. 
Only seven of the $100.00 scholarships were awarded in 1946, even 
though a total of twelve had been set up.167 In 1947 a stipulation 
was added to the effect that the winners must study agricultural educa­
tion in one of the following Texas colleges: Texas Agricultural and
Mechanical College, Texas Technological College, John Tarleton Agricul­
tural College, North Texas Agricultural College, Texas College of Arts
168and Industries, and Sam Houston State Teachers College. The State
FFA Executive Committee and the Advisory Council removed the Lone Star
Farmer degree requirement, In 1948, at the suggestion of Anderson-
Clayton and Company."^69
Ten scholarships were awarded In 1947, and since that time
there have been five scholarships annually, except in 1952, only two
170scholarships were awarded. The scholarships were $200.00 each In 
1956.171
166Ibid., April, 1946, p. 8.
167Ibld., July, 1946, p. 13.
168The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, March, 1947, p. 7.
169Ibld., April, 1948, p. 4.
170Proceedlngs of Annual State F. F. A. Convention, 1947-1956.
171The Future Farmer. January, 1956, p. 15.
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Texas FFA Tractor Operators* Contest. This contest was First 
held in 1953, and it is sponsored annually by The Stewart Company and 
the Ford tractor dealers in Texas. Local FFA chapter members enter a 
county contest, the county winners participate in one of the ten state 
district contests, and the ten district winners enter the state contest 
which is held during the week of the State FFA Convention. First prize
172in the contest is a new Ford tractor.
Electric Utility Companies* Award Program. The Texas Electric 
Service Company sponsored a contest between FFA chapters of the state 
in 1953 to Inform vocational agriculture students and their families 
on sound principles of electrical usage. Winners were selected on the 
basis of exhibits prepared and shown, team demonstrations, number of 
electrical projects constructed, number of home wiring jobs done, and 
the amount of Instruction provided by the department. The awards were 
two all-expense paid trips to the National Future Farmer Convention in 
1953.173
In 1954 the Texas electric utility companies sponsored a state­
wide contest and made available $1,600.00 to be divided into ten area . 
awards of $150.00 each, and one state award of $100.00. The state 
winner was to be selected from the ten area winners. Five winners were 
named in each area, and the cash prizes were: $50.00, $40.00, $30.00, 
$20.00, and $10.00.174
*72lbld., September, 1953, p. 9.
I75lbld.. March, 1953, p. 17.
•̂74Ibld.. November, 1954, p. 17.
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In 1956 the following electric utility companies were partici­
pating in the program: Central Power and Light, Community Public
Service, Dallas Power and Light, El Paso Electric, Gulf States Utili­
ties, Southwestern Electric Service, Southwestern Gas and Electric,
Southwestern Public Service, Texas Electric Service, Texas Power and
175Light, and West Texas Utilities.
Texas Farm Bureau Scholarship Award. The award was set up in
1950, and the first scholarship was available in the fall of 1951. At
first the scholarship was open to State FFA Officers for outstanding
leadership, service, and contribution to the Texas FFA Association
while a State Officer. The applicant must have definite plans for
entering college and studying agriculture.
In 1956 the scholarship winner may choose any college (junior
colleges included), and pursue any course of study. Any high school
senior who was an FFA member was eligible to apply, provided he planned
to enter college the following fall. The winner was selected from area
177winners by the State Awards Committee, and received $250.00.
Frank M. Wood Wildlife Conservation Awards. The award was an­
nounced for 1955, and it was provided to stimulate interest in wildlife
^ ^ Awards and Scholarships for Texas Future Farmers of America, 
Texas Education Agency, Austin, Texas, February, 1956, p. xiv.
176Proceedlngs of the Twenty-second State Convention of Texas 
Association of Future Farmers of America, San Antonio, Texas, July 19- 
22, 1950, p . 4.
177Awards and Scholarships for Texas Future Farmers of America, 
Texas Education Agency, Austin, Texas, February, 1956, p. vlii-1.
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v*-
conservation and development.'*'78 Contestants are judged on the basis 
of the contribution they have made to the conservation of wildlife on 
their home farms and ranches, and the work they have done to get others 
to contribute to wildlife conservation. The state winner is selected 
from ten area winners who receive $50,00 cash prizes. The state winner 
receives $1,200.00 scholarship to any Texas university or eollege.179
Sears-Roebuck Foundation Program. The Sears, Roebuck Foundation 
began its livestock Improvement Program with the Texas Association of 
the Future Farmers of America during the school year 1941-42. The 
Sears-Roebuck Foundation made available annually a sum of $8,000.00 
to be allotted to each area in proportion to its number of vocational 
agricultural departments. The plans for and the distribution of the 
funds among Its districts and local chapters was left up to each area. 
The basic Idea of the plan was to provide funds for local FFA members 
to use In the improvement of livestock.-*-80 Members used the funds to 
purchase high quality animals, and agreed to care properly for the 
animal, make periodic progress reports to the foundation, show the 
animal if practicable as a Sears-Roebuck Foundation project, and 
return to his local chapter from the Increase of his project an animal 
equal to the one he received. In 1956 the Sears-Roebuck Foundation
178The Future Farmer, Austin, Texas, February, 1955, pp. 10-11.
•*-79Awards and Seholarships for Texas Future Farmers of America, 
Texas Education Agency, February, 1956, p. lx-1.
18QThe Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, January, 1947, p. 7.
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was making available annually a sum of $10,000.00 for the FFA Live-
181stock Improvement Program in Texas.
In 1951 the Sears-Roebuck Foundation made available an addi­
tional $5,000.00 to Texas Future Farmers to assist in demonstrations 
to improve Texas pastures and grasses. The funds were to be divided 
among the areas in the same manner as those for the improvement of 
livestock, and It was the responsibility of each area to devise a
1 ftPplan which would best serve Its needs.
The Sears-Roebuck Foundation presented twenty-one purebred 
Hereford bulls to the Future Farmers in Areas VI and IX in 1952, and 
again in 1953 thirty bulls were presented to as many boys in the same 
areas. At the end of two years the boys were permitted to purchase 
the bulls or return them to the program to be redistributed.*8*̂
The Sears-Roebuck Foundation also sponsors an annual dis­
trict show in Dallas for FFA members. The first show was held in 
April, 1944, and at the close of the 1955 show the following record 
had been compiled: 2,062 boys had exhibited 2,766 entries, total pre­
miums paid were $8,055.50, and the total cost of all shows was $18,496.26, 
average yearly cost of $1,541.35, or $9.93 per boy.184 The foundation 
has sponsored many other worthwhile activities; such as, staging award
*8*Awards and Scholarships for Texas Future Farmers of America. 
Texas Education Agency, February, 1956, p. xi.
*82The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, April, 1951, p. 20.
18^Ibld.. November, 1953, pp. 6 and 7.
*84Ibld., May, 1955, pp. 10 and 11.
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banquets at major livestock shows, and honoring the Young Farmers of 
Texas with an annual banquet during their state conventions.-185
Mr. Cal T. Johnson, Dallas, has been In charge of administering 
the Sears-Roebuck Foundation program in Texas since its beginning in 
1941-42, and in those fifteen years Cal Johnson has become a legend 
with the Future Farmers of Texas. Mr. Johnson dearly loves his associa­
tion with the FFA members, and they in turn appreciate him as an indi­
vidual. Cal Johnson and Future Farmers are synonymous in Texas.
Agricultural and Mechanical College FFA Collegiate Chapter
Scholarship. The scholarship was established in 1947 to be awarded
for the first time in the summer of 1948. Each area was to select an
outstanding FFA member, and the Collegiate FFA Scholarship Committee
selected a winner from the area nominees. The winner received $125.00
and must major in agricultural education at the Agricultural and
Mechanical College of Texas.186 The available records do not reveal
the number of years the plan was in operation. The scholarship, how-
187ever, was not listed in the Awards and Scholarship Manual of 1956.
There are three other major scholarship awards available to the 
Future Farmers of Texas, but the state association has no part in award­
ing them.
185Xbld.. 1952-1957.
186Ibid.. November, 1948, p. 9.
187Awards and Scholarships for Texas Future Farmers. Texas 
Education Agency, February, 1956.
*
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The Beef Calf Scramble Scholarship. The scholarship was made 
available In 1947 for the youth that exhibited the prize winning 
scramble calf at the Houston Fat Stock Show In 1948. The four year 
scholarship is for §2,000.00, and the winner must attend Texas Agricul­
tural and Mechanical College. Funds for the annual scholarships are 
provided by various businessmen and industrial companies or corpora­
tions.188
The Dairy Calf Scramble Scholarship. A §2,500.00 four year 
scholarship to Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College was estab­
lished in 1949 by L. E. Cowling, President, Southern States Life 
Insurance Company of Houston. The first scholarship was awarded to
one of the top ten individuals among the dairy milking race exhibitors
1 flQat the 1950 Houston Fat Stock Show. In 1951 the scholarship was
awarded to a dairy scramble or Junior dairy judging contest winner of
1901949 or 1950 who exhibited at the 1951 show. The scholarship has 
been awarded annually by the Southern States Life Insurance Company.
Marshall Foundation Scholarship. The scholarship was apparently 
first awarded in 1952. Future Farmers and 4-H Club members who had at 
least one entry of beef cattle, dairy cattle or sheep in the Houston 
Fat Stock Show were eligible to apply. The winner received §5,000.00 
to attend the University of Houston. A committee selected ten of the
188The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, November, 1947, p. 9.
l^Ibld. t November, 1949, p. 3.
190Ibid., January, 1951, p. 11.
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best applications, and a second committee selected a winner after
191personally interviewing the applicants sometime during the show.
In 1956 the scholarship was for $6,000.00, and led to a master's degree 
192in agriculture.
V. TEXAS FFA BAND
There must have been a great deal of interest in band among the 
local Future Farmer chapter members in 1931, because an interested 
group of delegates attending the state convention that year decided to 
organize a State Future Farmer Band.
"Prospects are good for an excellent Future Farmer Band," 
said Mr. T, K. Morris of Itasca after a meeting of the boys 
who were Interested Saturday morning. As a result of the 
Dallas meeting the boys organized a band and elected the 
following officers: Charles Manly, Abilene, president;
Lewis Halsey, Rlesel, vice-president; Woodrow Meier, Mt. 
Pleasant, secretary-treasurer, and Glenn Wlnebrenner, Sherman, 
reporter.193
Arrangements were made in the early part of 1932 for the members 
to meet for a rehearsal and performance at Texas Agricultural and Me­
chanical College during the State Judging Contest, April 17 and 18, 
1932.
All band boys will meet at the Y.M.C.A. at A.&M. on 
Sunday afternoon, April 17, at 4 o'clock. The place of 
rehearsal will be announced at that time. . . . Another 
rehearsal will be held Sunday night and the band will
• ^ The Future Farmer, Austin, Texas, December, 1953, p. 13.
-*•9^Awards and Scholarships for Texas Future Farmers of America, 
Texas Education Agency, Austin, Texas, January, 1956, p. x-1.
l93Future Farmer News. Austin, Texas, November, 1931, p. 7.
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appear at the annual , when the competl-
tlon results are announced.
Slxty-flve members were on hand for the first performance of
1 Q Cthe band, which played during the Judging contests.
The second appearance of the State Future Farmer Band was at 
the state convention In Dallas, October 22 and 23, 1932. The per­
formance must have been outstanding, because of the following announce­
ment :
At the recent state meeting in Dallas the Texas 
Association of Future Farmers was accorded especial 
recognition because of its F. F. A. band. Mr. R. D.
Maltby, Federal Agent, brought the offer of four hundred 
dollars to pay part of the expenses of this band to the 
national meeting in Kansas City this month. Immediately 
our leaders set about arranging for an encampment for 
practice and obtaining transportation for a thirty-five 
or forty-piece band.-*-”®
Through the cooperation of the M. K. & T., the Texas 
Association was able to send the first national Future 
Farmer band to the convention.-*-97
The Texas Future Farmer band had the honor of being the first 
band to be designated as the official band for a National Future Farmer 
Convention. The forty-piece band was composed of boys from fifteen 
Texas towns. The band put on performances at the Baltimore Hotel, 
Ararat Shrine Temple, the opening of the Future Farmer convention, the 
N.B.C. Farm and Home Hour; it led the procession of twenty-two hundred
194Ibid., April, 1932, p. 1.
195Ibld., May, 1932, p. 6.
196rphe Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, November, 1932, p. 4. 
^97Ibid., December, 1932, p. 4.
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Future Farmers into the American Royal Arena to the tune of "The Byes 
of Texas"; and furnished a concert at the National Future Farmer Ban­
quet. Band director T. K. Morris was assisted by H. G. Rylander of
Carrizo Springs, G. L. Boykin of Clarenson, R. R. Petty of Bronte, and
198L. W. Wlmbish, superintendent of schools at Itasca.
Band director, T. K. Morris, left Itasca as teacher of vocational
agriculture at the end of June in 1934, and he was succeeded by H. G.
Rylander. Mr. Rylander was also elected to fill his position as State
1 99FFA Band Director. He published the objectives of the band for 
1934-35 in The Lone Star Farmer, and the list indicates the popularity 
of the band during that period.
1. Each chapter furnish one or more State P.F.A. Band 
members.
2. Each district organize an F.F.A. Band.
3. All Texas F.F.A. Band members to assemble at:
a. State F.F.A. Contest at A, & M. College.
b. State Fair of Texas.
c. State Convention at Lubbock.
d. Public speaking, debate, chapter conducting and 
band contests, Huntsville.
e. Other places designated by State Adviser.
4. Send Texas F.F.A. Band to National Convention.
a. Each chapter set aside 10 cents per member for 
State F.F.A. Band program.
5. Each chapter strive to keep older band members 
as active F.F.A. members.2°°
The State FFA Band enjoyed ten years of almost unhampered sup­
port from the state association. The band literally led the Texas
198Ibld.. pp. 1, 4.
199Ibld., July-August, 1934, p. 3.
g00The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, July-August, 1934, p. 3.
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Future Farmers across the state, and to six national conventions. In 
addition to the trip to Kansas City in 1932 the band attended the na­
tional conventions in 1935, 1937 (one of three official state bands for
201the convention), 1939, 1940, and 1941. The state band was in at-
202tendance at every State FFA Convention from 1932 through 1941. The 
band was on hand for Future Farmer Day at the Southwest Exposition and 
Fat Stock Show and the Houston Fat Stock Show, almost without exception, 
during the ten year period. The band was in attendance at several 
state Judging and Leadership Contests during the first half of the 
decade.203
The State FFA officers and leaders must have been convinced that
the band was a valuable asset to the organization. The available State
Treasurers' Reports for 1933-1942 reveal the following sums were spent












onpc Future Farmer Hews and The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, 
1932-1941, Inclusive.
g03Ibid.
20% h e  Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, 1933-1937, Inclusive, 
and Proceedings of the State Conventions of the Texas Association of 
FFA. 1938-1940, and Committee Meetings Held in Lieu of State Convention. 
1942.
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Tha band, dressed in blue FFA Jackets and white trousers, made a 
colorful picture. The band usually led a long column of FFA members 
in a parade on all occasions; such as, state conventions, major fat 
stock shows, and tha state fair. The host towns and cities knew the 
Future Farmers were visiting during the days of the State FFA band.
Any FFA member who could play and would furnish a band instru­
ment was eligible to become a member of the band. The local chapters 
usually provided their band members with the regulation uniforms. The 
membership of the band varied from meeting to meeting, with the majority 
of the members coming from the vicinity in which the band was perform­
ing.
The Texas FFA Band was a casualty of World War II. The avail­
able records do not reveal whether any official action was taken on
discontinuing the state band or not. The State FFA budget, 1942-43,
205however, did not include funds for the band. The Treasurer’s 
Annual Report for 1941-42 Included the disbursement of $1,480.00 for 
two Series F National Defense Bonds, and this action would suggest 
that the FFA officers and leaders were becoming more concerned with
O n ethe instruments of war than with the instruments of music.
The last official performance of the Texas FFA. Band was at the
207Fort Worth Fat Stock Show, March 13-14, 1942. It is entirely 
P 0 5 Proceedings of the Committee Meetings Held in Lieu of Four­
teenth Annual State Convention of the Texas Association of F.F»A.,
New Braunfels, Texas, June 18-20, 1942, p. 8.
206T. ,, _Ibid.. p. 7.
g°^The Lone Star Farmer, March-April, 1942, p. 12.
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possible that the band had fulfilled the mission for which it was or­
ganized: to familiarize the people of Texas with Future Farmers and
boost the morale of the members. To appreciate fully what the band 
did for the FFA members, one had to stand on the side lines and watch 
a Future Farmer parade led by the band. Hundreds of immature farm 
youths, many of them in a large city for the first time, proudly passed 
in review. Their well-worn blue jeans, bronzed faces, unruly hair, 
large and calloused hands, and their long and tireless strides un­
mistakably identified them as sons of the soil. Probably it was the 
first time they had experienced an inward feeling of Importance, and 
being a part of something wholesome. Most of all, they were proud—  
proud of themselves, proud of the Future Farmers, and wonderfully happy 
to be members of the organization. These young farm boys, in their 
estimation, were kings while the band played and the parade was In 
progress. Music, it has been said, has the power to lift the souls 
of men to a higher plane and nobler deeds, and the Texas FFA Band pro­
vided that music during the formative years when it was most needed.
It is not beyond the realm of reality for countless farm boys, as they 
marched in those parades with uplifted spirits, to have made lasting 
and noble resolutions which greatly Influenced their courses in later 
years. The material cost of the band has been recorded, but its in­
valuable services to the Texas Future Farmer Association are intangible 
and unknown.
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VI. STATE FFA SWEETHEART CONTEST
One of the most interesting items of business on the program at 
the Texas Future Farmer Convention, from the member’s point of view, 
is the election of the State FFA Sweetheart of the Year. The custom 
of selecting a State FFA Sweetheart was a direct outgrowth of a prac­
tice adopted by many local chapters that annually elected a Chapter 
Sweetheart. The Beevllle Chapter apparently deserves the credit for 
originating the local FFA Sweetheart idea. It is entirely possible 
that some other chapter had elected a chapter sweetheart before Bee­
vllle started the practice, but the Beeville Chapter was the first to 
send in a picture of a chapter sweetheart and get it published in The 
Lone Star Farmer. The young lady was Ann Butler, and she was given the 
title, "Queen of the Beeville FFA Chapter."208 Ann Butler's picture 
appeared In the November-December, 1934, issue of The Lone Star Farmer. 
and she was elected State FFA Sweetheart during the Houston Fat stock 
Show in March, 1935.
. . . .  Miss Ann Butler, "Sweetheart" of the Bee­
ville F, F, A., was named to a similar position
with the State organization.209
The other chapters in the state were slow in accepting the 
chapter- sweetheart Idea or they hesitated to send in their sweethearts’ 
pictures to the state magazine. However, after a period of ten years
208The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, November-December,
19 34 f p * 3 *
209Ibld.. March-Aprll, 1935, p. 2.
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the local chapters were flooding the magazine with pictures of chapter 
sweethearts.
By 1945 the staff of The Lone Star Farmer discovered that it
was almost Impossible to provide space for all the pictures of chapter
sweethearts that were sent In for publication. Circumstances forced
the magazine staff to take drastic action, and they came up with the
'’Sweetheart of the Month" Idea. The vocational agriculture state office
force selected the picture of one sweetheart from those that had been
sent In by local chapters, and it was published as the "Sweetheart of
the Month." The plan was put Into effect for February, 1945. The
first young lady to be selected by the staff was Miss Peggy Ritter of 
pinEl Paso High. The members must have opposed the plan, because for 
the next two years the following note was printed under the picture of
each Sweetheart of the Month.
Note.--So many Sweetheart pictures are received that 
this plan for selecting a "Sweetheart of the Month" will 
be used in the future to determine whose picture to be 
used in The Lone Star Farmer.211
The following comments found in the magazine are sufficient 
evidence that the staff did not object to chapter sweethearts as such, 
but they had a magazine to publish each month within limited space.
Since we printed Miss Wetzel’s picture in our January 
issue, we have received more than a little comment on her 
beauty and we thought some of the very favorable comments 
obviously arose from embryonic plans for visits to Klrby- 
ville.
21%bid., February, 1945, p. 6.
PI 1lb id., February, 1945 to December, 1946.
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We don't need to tell any of our readers, except pos­
sibly some elderly teachers or supervisors, that there Is 
something about a pretty girl that helps, period. That 
is, whatever the effort, whether it is a magazine such as 
this, or something less Important, a pretty girl doesn’t 
hurt any, does she? Even now after asking such a foolish 
question we can see 22,001 noggings of 22,000 Future 
Farmers nodding affirmatively. (Note: There’s a twin­
headed boy in Terrell.)
This magazine has something in this chapter sweetheart 
deal that no other Future Farmer publication in the South 
can match. None of these publications, besides having 
smaller circulations, run pictures of chapter sweethearts.
It might not be a bad idea since we have the Jump on 
all other Future Farmer magazines in this field, to put 
on a quiet state-wide contest, and run the pictures of 
the winners in some future issue., with the picture of the 
first place winner prominently displayed on the front page.
Who was that? Yelling won't help any. We were Just think­
ing about running those pictures. Now get back to your 
studies.2i2
Miss Peggy Ritter of B1 Paso was the first Texas FFA. "Sweet­
heart of the Year." She was selected as the cover girl for the 
September, 1945, Issue of The Lone Star Farmer by the vocational agri­
culture State office force.2^3 Miss Jolene Harris of Breckenridge was 
selected as Sweetheart of the Year in 1946, and she was the "Cover 
Girl" for the September issue of The Lone Star Farmer.214 Miss Harris 
had been selected as Sweetheart of the Month in April of 1946. The 
Sweetheart of the Year in 1947 was Miss Billie Jo Smith of Sweetwater, 
and she was in attendance at the state convention.2^5 To Miss Billie
sl2Ibld.. March, 1945, p. 4.
2l3Ibid., September, 1945, p. 1.
214|bid., September, 1946, p. 1.
215The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, July, 1947, p. 1.
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Jo Smith goes the honor of being the first State FFA Sweetheart to 
attend a Texas Future Farmer State Convention. The following para­
graph explains how she was elected.
A new feature was added at the convention this year 
with the selection of Miss Billie Jo Smith of Sweetwater 
as the Sweetheart of the Year. In the photo she is being 
presented a bouquet of yellow roses by Marlon Baumgardner 
at the convention. She was selected by William H. Morgan, 
National Vice-President, from all the photos of the Sweet­
heart of the Month contest.2!®
The Sweetheart of the Year in 1948 was presented to the members 
at the state convention in Houston, and the magazine had this to say 
about the young lady:
Our "Cover Girl" for 1948 is Miss Melba Roland,
Sweetheart of the Henrietta Future Farmers. Miss 
Roland was chosen "Sweetheart of the Month" in November,
1947, and her picture competed with others chosen for 
the Sweetheart of the Month throughout the past school 
year.
Miss Roland was present for the 1948 State FFA Meeting 
in Houston where she was Introduced to the Texas Future 
Farmers. Kort Meier, Jr., National FFA officer from Yuma, 
Arizona, presented a bouquet of American Beauty roses to 
Miss Roland on behalf of the Texas Association.2!^
Miss Roland was the last state FFA sweetheart to be selected 
exclusively by the Sweetheart of the Month procedure. The state 
executive committee took the following action at a meeting in Hunts­
ville, March 24-25, 1949.
2l6Ibld.. p. 19.
217Ibld., Summer, 1948, p. 3.
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3) The Sweetheart-of-the-Year is to.be selected by the 
delegates at the State FFA Meeting. All nine sweet­
heart s-of-the-month appearing in The Future Farmer 
are invited to participate along with one additional 
representative from each area if an area so chooses. 18
The account of the delegates, to the State Future Farmer Con­
vention, selecting a sweetheart for the first time is interesting, 
and is presented as follows:
Highlight of the Awards Night Program was the election 
of the State FFA, Sweetheart. Area Sweethearts and Sweet­
hearts of the Month, whose pictures had appeared in "The 
Future Farmer" during the past school year, came in with 
parents and aunts and uncles, to vie for the title. . . .
Three impartial Judges, C. G. SCRUGGS, C. T. JOHNSON 
and FRANK JOHNSON, read the applause meters to place the 
winners. In the top five were Misses EDWARDS, CHRISTIAN 
and SELSER, who tied for third place. Miss.HILL won 
second place. Then Miss JOYCE SURRATT, the winner was 
escorted to the stage by BILLY CONNER, and received an 
arm bouquet of American Beauty roses, presented by ALTON 
BRAZELL> National FFA Vice-president, on behalf of the 
Texas Association.
Among the lovely prizes given Miss SURRATT were an 
eleetrlc sewing machine from Sears, Roebuck and Company 
and a complete wardrobe of hosiery from McGaugh Hosiery 
Mills. Each of the Sweetheart contestants was presented 
two pairs of hose.
On Friday morning the girls were taken on a tour of 
leading stores in Dallas. They visited the "Farm and 
Ranch" offices where they were given "broilerettes" and 
had pictures taken. Then they visited a retail store of 
Sears where they were given perfume charm bracelets, and 
Miss SURRATT was shown the sewing machine she had won.
Next they visited the McGaugh Hosiery Mills, to see how 
the hose they had received were manufactured. The last 
stop was at Neiman-Marcus, where Herbert Marcus himself 
showed them through the store.2-*-9
2l8Ibld., April, 1949, p. 4.
219Ibid., Summer, 1949, pp. 26-27.
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In 1950 and 1951 each area was permitted to enter two sweet­
heart candidates In the state contest. In 1952, however, each area 
was allowed to enter only one candidate, and this practice has been 
In effect since that time.820
In 1951 the question of married sweethearts entered In the 
state contest was brought up, and the executive committee passed the 
following rule:
Weldon brought up a discussion concerning a sweet­
heart applicant who had recently married. Burkard moved 
to disqualify her. Colburn seconded. Motion and seeond 
withdrawn after discussion. Colburn moved to adopt the 
policy that only single girls be qualified as applicants 
for State F.F.A. Sweetheart. Jefferson seconded. Motion 
carried.22
The State FFA Executive Committee, in 1952, passed a resolution 
to abolish the State Sweetheart Contest. The reasons given were;
1. Sweethearts were getting more publicity than 
deserving Future Farmers.
2. Sweethearts were getting more prizes and recognition.
3. Passage of the above motion would not prevent areas 
or chapters from bringing their sweethearts to the 
convention, but no state sweetheart would be selected 
from among them.
4. Sweetheart contest of previous year was too noisy and 
disgraceful to the Association and embarrassing to the 
girls.222
220IbId. , July, 1952, p. 12.
221 Proceedings, Twenty-third Annual State Convention, Texas 
AssoelatIon, Future Farmers of Amorlea, Houston, Texas, July 11-13, 
1951, P • 3.
222Proceedings. Twenty-fourth Annual state Convention. Texas 
Association. Future Farmers of America. Dallas, July 16-18, 1952,
p. 8.
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The resolution of the Bxecutlve Committee was presented to the
223delegates and they voted It down.
A complete list of the winners of the State Future Farmer Sweet­
heart Contest Is given In Appendix VIII.
VII. TEXAS FUTURE FARMERS AND THE WAR EFFORT
The contributions of the Texas Association of the Future Farmers 
of America in winning World War II were confined largely to the work 
done by all the local chapters in the state. The annual reports of the 
State Secretary of the FFA provides an Idea of what was done in the 
local FFA chapters of the state. The secretary's report for 1941-42. 
list the following accomplishments:
In an all-out effort to help win the war, on April 1, 
which Is the last date reported, 16,833 boys had purchased 
$152,861.43 in war bonds and stamps; 5,506 boys had collected 
12,905 tons of scrap iron; and 4,480 boys had collected 353 
tons of scrap paper.224
The Treasurer's report for the same period Included the digs., 
bursement of $1,480.00 by the State Association for two $1,000.00 
Series F National Defense Bonds.225
The secretary's report for 1942-43 contained the following:
In an all-out effort to help win the war on the home 
front, to date there have been 5,813 F.F.A. members
225Ibld., p. 6.
224Proceedings of the Committee Meetings Held In Lieu of Four­
teenth Annual State Convention of the Texas Association of F_. F . A .,
New Braunfels, June 18-20, 1942, p. 3.
825Ibid., p. 7.
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carrying victory gardens as vocational agriculture pro­
jects with a total acreage of 3,490. 7,910 F.F.A. mem­
bers have home gardens, other than those used for projects, 
which amounted to 5,259 acres. 173 chapters have sponsored 
177 gardens which have been used for production and demon­
stration purposes with an acreage of 457, and 4875 F.F.A. 
members have helped individuals other than their own family 
with 4313 victory gardens that Included 2253 acres. This 
makes a total of 18,213 Victory Gardens which F.F.A. members 
have assisted with.22®
The State Treasurer’s report for 1942-43 included the disburse- 
ment of §2,960.00 for four $1,000.00 Series F Defense Bonds.227
The State FFA Secretary's report for 1943-44 listed the follow­
ing accomplishments by local chapters during the preceedlng year.
. . . .  to date 12,015 members have sponsored or cooperated 
in salvaging needed war materials. 1,163 members have as­
sisted in the repair of farm machinery and equipment in the 
community, and. 60,705 pieces of farm machinery and equipment 
have been repaired or constructed. 14,496 members have 
bought bonds and stamps amounting to $493,899,40.222
The State FFA Association purchased four $1,000.00 Series F 
Defense Bonds during 1943-44 at a total cost of $2,960.00.229
The State FFA Secretary’s report nor the State Treasurer’s 
report for 1944-45 provided data on what the local chapters;had-done 
in the war effort for the past year.
226Proceedlngs of the Committee Meetings Held in Lieu of 
Fifteenth Annual State Convention of the Texas Association of F.F.A., 
San Angelo, June 7-8, 1943, p. 4.
227Ibld.. p. 8.
228proeeedings of the Committee Meeting Held in Lieu of Six­
teenth Annual State Convention of the Texas Association of F.F.A.,
San Angelo, June 6-8, 1944, p. 3.
229Ibld., p. 6.
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The data In the state reports were a summary of the Information 
sent in to the State Department of Agricultural Education, and should 
not be considered as the total effort of all the local chapters in 
Texas. Many local chapters assisted with bond sales and educational 
programs which assisted in helping win the war.
It would be impossible to determine the number of Texas FFA 
members who joined the Armed Forces immediately after graduating from 
high school. Many former FFA members made the supreme sacrifice in 
the line of duty for their country, and the total contribution of Texas 
FFA members to winning World War II cannot be calculated in terms of 
quantitative measures.
VIII. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
The Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America has con­
tributed in many ways to the National Organization of Future Farmers. 
Almost from the beginning, Texas has led all other states in paid mem­
berships, and. on many occasions the Lone Star State has had the largest 
delegation in attendance at the National FFA Conventions.
Five outstanding FFA members from Texas have been elected as 
National Vice-presidents. They were: Roy Martin, Cotulla, Fourth
Vice-president, 1936-37; James Gunter, Jr., Conway, Fourth Vice-presi­
dent, 1940-41; Marlon Baumgardener, Wellington, Third Vice-president, 
1945-46; Wilbur Dunk, Junction, First Vice-president, 1947-48; and' 
Alton Brazell, Lubbock, Fourth Vice-president, 1948-49.
230John Farrar, FFA at 25 (Minneapolis, Minn.: General Mills,
1956), pp.- 58-60.
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The Texas FFA Association achieved a special distinction at the 
National Convention in 1939, as follows:
. . . .  When it came time to select the 1939 Star
Farmers, Judges were confronted with identical twins
whose records were almost alike. Both were ahead of 
other candidates in their southern region. So, Albert 
and. Arthur Lacy of Hondo, Texas, became the only boys 
ever to share a Star Farmer award.23 *
Brody Lee Koon, Sulphur Springs, was designated as Star Farmer 
P32of the South in 1946. The National FFA Association awards only one
honor which surpasses the achievements of the Lacy twins and Brody Lee
Koon, and that is the Star American Farmer.
Elton Ellison of the Cooper FFA Chapter had been in the armed 
forces only a short time when he was selected as the Star Farmer of 
America in 1944. Since Ellison was unable to attend the National FFA. 
Convention his attractive eighteen year old. wife of four months made 
the trip to Kansas City and received the award for him. The report 
states that Mrs. Ellison received a standing applause from the conven- 
tion with her acceptance speech.
Several Texas FFA members have done well in the National FFA 
Foundation Awards contests. In 1944, the first year of the founda-
234tion program, Roy Henke, Kerrvllle, won the National Mechanics Award.
231Ibid.. p. 38.
P32 ■The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1946, pp. 8-9.




Two years later, 1946, Bert Gibbs of Justin won third place in the 
National Farm Mechanics Contest.^ In 1955 Ronnie Perysen of 
Pleasanton won first place in the same contest in the Southern
p*2 £Region. Terry Johnson of Mabank won the National FFA Foundation 
Award for Soil and Water Management in 1956.237
The Clifton FFA Chapter under the guidance of J. E. Lockhart, 
local adviser, has been outstanding in the National Chapter Contest.
In 1954 the Clifton Chapter won the distinction of being the only 
chapter in the Future Farmers of America organization to receive six 
consecutive Gold Emblem Awards.^3®
The National FFA Association began the practice of ranking the 
state association in the mid-thirties. The Texas FFA. Association was. 
ranked second In 1937 and 1938, One of the primary reasons for 
Texas not placing first in those years was the fact that a few depart­
ments of vocational agriculture In the state failed to establish FFA 
Chapters during each year.240 In 1939, however, the Texas State FFA 
Association was ranked first among all state, territorial, and Insular 
organizations of Future Farmers.24* The Texas FFA Association received
235The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, November, 1946, p. 3.
236Ibld.. December, 1955, p. 12.
237Ibld,, December, 1956, p. 8.
P 3 8 Ibid.., November, 1954, p. 10.
239The Lone Star Farmer. Austin, Texas, July-October, 1938, p. 1.
24^Ibld., July-October, 1937, p. 2.
241Ibld.. July-October. 1939, p. 1.
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the Gold Emblem rating in 1940 and 1941.242 Apparently the State As­
sociation Contest was discontinued after 1941, because no further 
reference to it was found In The Lone Star Farmer or The Future Farmer 
after that date.
Many FFA leaders in Texas have received the Honorary American 
Farmer degree. In 1940 the National FFA Association began the practice 
of awarding the Honorary American Farmer degree to the advisers of 
local chapters receiving the Gold Emblem Award in the National Chapter 
Contest. Texans who have been awarded the Honorary American Farmer 
degree are as follows:
1939 J. B. Rutland, State FFA Advisor, Austin
1940 J. R. Gillham, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Clarendon
1944 Edwin F. Flato, President, Corpus Chrlstl Hardware 
Company, Corpus Christ 1
R. C. Mitchell, Teaeher of Vocational Agriculture,
Alpine
1946 K. D. Chandler, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Jasper
1947 James A. Huggins, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture, 
Victoria
1948 Robert A. Manire, State Director of Agricultural 
Education, Austin
William H. Dunk, Father of National Officer, Segovia 
Jack Edwards, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Harlingen
1949 ,W. M. Brazell, Father of National Officer, Lubbock 
J. E. Lockhart, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Clifton
E. L. Tiner, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture, Alpine
1951 Elwood V* Weiser, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Jasper
1952 E. R. Alexander, Teacher-Trainer, College Station 
Cal T. Johnson, Sear, Roebuck Foundation, Dallas 
N. K. Quarles, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture, 
Nacogdoches.
242Ibid., July-October, 1941, p. 2.
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1953 Richard B. Dennis, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Nacogdoches
Travis B. Reese, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture, 
Rosenburg
   .. 1954 George H. Hurt, Acting Director, Agricultural Education,
Austin
J. F. Browh, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture, Whitney 
M. R. Henslee, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Lullng
J. R. Jackson, Department of Agricultural Education, 
Agricultural and. Mechanical College of Texas 
L, E. Stone, Teacher of Vocational Education, Mt. 
Pleasant
1S55 A. B. Childers, Supervisor, Area VIII, Waco
W. A. Ruhmann, Farm Editor, WBAP Radio, Fort Worth 
1956 George Roesner, Farm Editor, KPRC Radio-TV, Houston 
R. H. Davis, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Amarillo
F. A. Lloyd, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture,
Mesquite
J. L. Tatum, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture, 
Fredericksburg
Robert A. Manlre, State Director of Agricultural Education,
was a member of the National Advisory Council of the FFA from July 1,
P441942, until June 30, 1945. George H, Hurt, Chief Consultant of 
Agricultural Education, was appointed to serve a two year term as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the National FFA Association in 
1952.245 Lano Barron, State FFA Adviser in Texas from 1945 to 1949, 
was employed in 1952 by the Future Farmers of America to edit and 
manage the organization’s magazine, The National Future Farmer.246
245Proceedlngs of the Natlonal Conventions. Future Farmers of 
America. 1939-1956.
244Proceedings of the Fifteenth Natlonal Convention. Future 
Farmers of America, Kansas City, Missouri, October 24-31, 1942.
245The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, July, 1952, p.. 18.
246Ibld., July, 1952, p. 18.
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Four Periods In the Development of the Future Farmer Movement 
In Texas
k  fairly complete record of the development of the Future 
Farmer movement In Texas has been recorded In the organization’s maga­
zine and proceedings of annual state conventions. One is aware of 
changes as the pages of those records are examined and analyzed. Some 
of the changes came about very slowly while others have been made so 
quickly an individual, unfamiliar with Texas Future Farmer activities, 
would not understand the changes in the chain of events. There are, 
however, periods, several years in length, when a distinct type of 
development was taking place which set one period slightly or completely 
apart from all others.
The first period was five years in length, 1929 to 1934, and 
it was a period of beginning— beginning an organization, a state 
magazine, a way of doing things, a state band, setting up contests, 
and familiarizing the state with the purposes and objectives of Future 
Farmers. Fortunately, the leaders did a remarkable job in the period 
of beginning and laid a solid foundation for the second period.
The second period might well be termed the "Golden Era11 which 
terminated in 1941. The period could be so designated, because the 
organization accepted almost every new idea with open arms, and the 
"Idealist" bad a "field-day." The period, opened with the organiza­
tion’s decision to seek a place outside of Dallas to hold its annual 
conventions, and as a result the conventions were earried to the
S3 8
remote corners of the state. It was in this period of rapid expansion 
that 100 per cent of the vocational agricultural departments in the 
state organized FFA chapters, and Texas was designated the best State 
FFA. Association in the Nation. The period witnessed the division of 
the state into ten well organized and competitive area FFA organizations 
guided by area supervisors. This was the period when every phase of 
the state program was promoted through the medium of a contest. Fairs 
and contests were so numerous that many agricultural teachers in the 
state used the following expression to describe their annual programs 
of work: "We fair all the fall, and. contest all the spring." The major
fairs and livestock shows arranged for FFA Days with long parades led 
by the State FFA Band. Many local chapters made extended trips to such 
places as the World's Fair in Chicago, Washington, D.C., Grand Canyon, 
and Mexico City. It was during this period that exceptionally large 
delegations from Texas, led by their band, stormed the National FFA 
Conventions. Texas Future Farmers were truly on the march; occasion­
ally a Future Farmer won top notch honors with an entry in one of the 
major livestock shows. The Gold Key members were organized, Area Star 
Farmers were selected, and Texas FFA members were Introduced to the 
idea of chapter sweethearts. The rambunctious activities of this 
vitality packed organization captured the Imagination of the state's 
business and industrial leaders, and they provided substance for award 
and scholarship ideas. In many respects the period was the most im­
portant and fruitful phase in the development of the Texas Future 
Farmer movement because so many Ideas and activities of the present 
day program were spawned or practiced during it. Regardless of the
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period’s misgivings, the Texas Association of the Future Farmers of 
America was established from 1934 to 1941. This necessary and vigorous 
period ended quickly with the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.
The third, or World War II, period lasted for the duration of
hostilities. One of the twelve purposes of FFA Is, ”To develop charac-
2 47ter, train for useful citizenship, and foster patriotism.” It was 
not unusual to find that the Texas Future Farmers adopted a state pro­
gram designed to provide the greatest assistance in winning the war. 
Local chapters made the greatest contributions through food production, 
salvaging and repairing farm machinery, scrap metal and scrap paper 
collection drives, purchasing saving stamps and war bonds, and volun­
teering for the armed services upon graduation from high school.
State FFA conventions, contests, and all unessential activities were 
discontinued for the duration of the war, and the combined energies 
of the Future Farmers were directed into projects to bring peace to 
the world. The Future Farmers of Texas may well be proud of their 
record of accomplishments toward winning the war and restoring peace.
The post-war period has been one of modifications or one of 
favorable position. Before the war the organization sought friends 
among the business leaders of the state, but now these men desire to 
be identified with the Texas FFA Association. Their offers of as­
sistance have been so numerous that it has been necessary for the
24^0fflclal Manual. Future Farmers of America (Baltimore, 
Maryland: French-Bray Co., 1956), p. 10.
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association to organize the efforts of those public spirited Individ­
uals and corporations. A friendly spirit of rivalry has developed 
between the major cities of the state to out-do one another in staging 
State FFA Conventions. There is a quality present in the post war 
Future Farmer which did not exist in any of the previous periods. The 
quality might best be described as "refined enthusiasm," because 
"maturity" cannot be associated with an organization composed entirely 
of youths. There are several factors which may account for the changes 
among post war Future Farmers. First, World War II lasted long enough 
to prevent any carry-over from the pre-war period. Second, the war 
period provided time for the state leaders to reshape the goals and 
aims of the State FFA. Association. Third, the period opened with some 
second generation leaders in responsible positions; leaders who had 
worked their way up through the association. Urbanization and almost 
complete farm mechanization are two factors which may have contributed 
to the changes in the nature of post-war Future Farmers. There are 
other characteristics of the period which set it apart from the others, 
and they are: elaborate State FFA Conventions, area conventions and
awards banquets, almost complete domination of the junior division of 
major livestock shows, many awards and scholarships for achievement, 
pick-up trucks for local chapters* use, and a State FFA Sweetheart 
contest.
State FFA Advisors
The advisors of the Texas FEA have always had the major responsi­
bility of shaping the course to be followed by the association. Texas
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has been very fortunate in having the services of outstanding leaders 
to serve in that capacity.
E. R. Alexander was the first State FFA Advisor, 1929-31. Mr. 
Alexander served in a very crucial period, but he was able to organize 
a state association of Future Farmers, launch a state publication, ini­
tiate the Certificate of Merit, and add the office of Parliamentarian.
C. L. Davis, State Director of Agricultural Education, decided 
to move the headquarters of the Future Farmer Association to Austin in 
1931, and he called on his assistant, J. B. Rutland, to take over as 
Advisor. Mr. Rutland, a mild mannered, soft spoken, Alabamian, served 
in the capacity of Advisor longer than any other man— 1931 to 1946.
Mr. Rutland had the responsibility of guiding the State FFA Associa­
tion through the latter part of the infancy period into two of its 
most important and colorful periods of development. He had the pleasure 
of leading the Texas FFA Association to the pinnacle of success In 1939, 
and during his tenure a Texas Future Farmer, and the only one, was 
chosen as Star American Farmer. Many phases of the present day program 
had their beginning during the time Mr. Rutland served as Advisor.
R. Lano Barron, who had been in charge of publishing The Lone 
Star Farmer since 1941, was appointed as State FFA. Advisor in 1946.
Mr. Barron was a native of Arkansas who had attended Oklahoma Agricul­
tural and Mechanical College and. taught vocational agriculture in Texas 
ten years before taking a position with the Texas Department of Agri-
0 4 0cultural Education. It became Mr. Barron's duty to convert the
24&phe Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, July, 1952, p. 18.
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State FFA program from one of war-time activities to one commensurate 
with the original ideals and purposes for which It was organized. Mr. 
Barron Initiated the National Future Farmers of America Foundation Pro­
gram in Texas, and he was instrumental in making various changes in the 
State FFA magazine. Mr. Barron resigned from the position on August 1, 
1949, to re-enter the field of teaching vocational agriculture.
Vannoy Stewart, State FFA Advisor from September 19, 1949, to 
August 31, 1955, was the first Texan to advance through the ranks from 
membership in a local FFA Chapter to the position of State FFA Advisor. 
Mr. Stewart, a member of the Mount Pleasant FFA Chapter, was elected to 
the State FFA Executive Committee for 1931-32. After graduating from 
college, he taught vocational agriculture, and served for two years as 
supervisor of Area VI before his appointment as State FFA Advisor. Mr, 
Stewart's contributions included the reorganization of the State FFA. 
Committees. One of the most important committees which he organized 
was the committee on Advanced Degrees and Awards. He also streamlined 
the State Sweetheart Contest, and initiated the practice of securing 
the Sulphur Springs High School Band to provide music for State FFA 
Conventions. He increased attendance at State Conventions by having 
more FFA members participate, introduced the talent contest, and. ini­
tiated the idea of holding FFA conventions on an area basis. Mr. Stewart 
made may other valuable contributions to the organization before joining 
the teacher-training staff for Agricultural Education at Sam Houston 
State Teachers College in 1955.
E. C. Weekley was appointed Executive Secretary of the Texas 
Association of the Future Farmers of America on November 1, 1955. Mr.
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Weekley taught vocational agriculture at Lytle for seven years, and 
was the supervisor of Area X two years before Joining the State De­
partment of Agricultural Education. Besides getting oriented to his 
new responsibilities, Mr. Weekley has revived and reorganized the 
State FFA Officers' Training School.
Local FFA Chapters and the Texas FFA Association
In the process of tracing the development of the Future Farmer 
movement in Texas It has been necessary to confine the treatise to the 
programs and events which were activated or sponsored by the State or­
ganization of Future Farmers. Such limitations have, by necessity, 
excluded a discussion of the vital and important Future Farmer activi­
ties carried on annually by many of the better local chapters. The 
situation.Is most unfortunate, because the real strength and quality 
of the Texas FFA Association lies in the collective achievements of 
Its local chapters. The state organization Is nothing more than a re­
flector of all the local chapters, and In such a role, the reflected 
Image is an unknown degree of mediocrity. The nature of the study pre­
cludes a discussion of the methods used by a limited number of the best 
local advisors to inspire timid farm youths to achieve the rich goals 
to be found in the Future Farmers of America.
In order that the values of the training in the local 1FA chap­
ters is not completely overlooked, the following selections are pre­
sented as examples of Its importance.
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Houston Chronicle Editorial
The work of the Future Farmers of America illus­
trates well how to bring out the finest in our young­
sters and guide them away from the tenptatlons which 
lead to delinquency . . .
. . . The Future Farmers of America organization 
has a complete mode of living to offer youngsters, 
which is constructive and satisfying. . . .
Through the guidance of their elders, the young 
Future Farmers know what they want in life. They are 
being taught, too, the responsibilities of citizenship.
They are setting an example of how American youth 
can be reared to become American citizens in the best 
tradition of our country.24®
Joe Moore of Tennessee was designated as the Star American 
Farmer in 1955, and Time Magazine had this to say about the Impact
of the Future Farmer organization upon his life.
"Through Its teachings, its competitions and its 
organizational order of ascendancy," TIME says, "the 
FFA gave Joe Moore— as it has thousands of other farm 
youths--a feeling of worthwhileness and prestige in his 
school, his community, and even in such cities as Nash­
ville, Knoxville, Kansas City and Chicago. To impart 
this sense of high standing, thereby breaking down the. 
classic inferiority complex of the farmer in the city- 
dominated culture, is a key mission such organizations 
as the Future Farmers. Under this influence, Joe Moore 
(who once had ambitions to be a professional pop singer)
took the big step that was to commit him finally to
farming.250
The advisors of local FFA Chapters probably have a keener under­
standing of their role in the lives of their students than they will 
admit, and it is a rare Instance for an advisor to reveal his thoughts
OAQ I.. Summers, Editorial in The Houston Chronicle, as ap­
peared in The Future Farmer. November,. 1955, p. 14.
250Cover article in Time Magazine, as reproduced in The Future
Farmer. December, 1955, p. 7.
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on the subject. However, Roy Hensley, an agriculture teacher of many 
years In Texas, took the time to summarize his experiences while 
working with Future Farmers and the narrative is presented as a typi­
cal attitude of many local FFA chapter advisers.
I Don't Have A Dime
For many years my life at school, at home and in my 
community has been centered on teaching Vocational Agri­
culture. I’ve lived it, taught it, talked it and boosted 
it from July to June year after year. I’ve given my all 
to my boys, men, cows, crops and soil. And now that the 
weight of many miles and hundreds of meetings bend my 
aging shoulders, and the frost has left Riley's pumpkin 
and settled on my top, I find I don't have a dime.
There’s that old hill over yonder; green It Is and 
covered with contoured bands of beautiful crops. Many 
days and many years we worked to save water and soil on 
that hill but now it's done and Jim Brown, its owner, a 
friend who sometimes as a student gave me a ring of country 
sausage, Is prospering, but me, I don't have a dime.
Now as I instruct a fuzzy-chinned freshman class in 
some of the mysteries of plant growth, my glance takes me 
through the window to a green hillside with opulent cattle 
on its every acre and I think of little moronic Joe Benton 
in that class of other year, and what a good cowman, father 
and citizen he is today. Prosperous he Is; I don't have a 
dime.
He never seems to tire of shopwork, this stuttering, 
over-aged boy who loved to play hookey from school and 
roar by a school building in a hot rod with a pair of ex­
hausts that rattled the window panes and every teacher's 
nerves. Many times my muscles and spirits longed for rest 
but we delved, this boy and I, Into the mysteries of elec­
trodes, amperes, heat conduction, running beads on many 
angles and kinds of metal.
Where is my stuttering stooge?
A father, a citizen and an expert welder for a gigantic 
organization.
Where am I? Still working without a dime I
I listened with a sense of pride to a Senator arguing 
his point on the floor of the House as I recognized the 
President of my chapter conducting team of 1936. He was 
proud, sure of himself and versed and practiced in self- 
expression. My thoughts carried me back to his high
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school days and my little part in training this country 
boy who rode a sixteen-year-old nag eight miles to school 
every day.
Is he a credit to his community?
I am chasing an elusive dime.
This history of successful individuals could stretch 
on and on into the very heart of numerous vocations and 
industries from one border to the other of our country.
I am proud! Proud to have lifted here, pushed a little 
there, always played perfectly square. The good will and 
friendship along with many honors have been bestowed upon 
me by my fellow teachers.
What do I have for my reward?
Friends! Successful students!
And I don't need a dime.251
There are many local FFA advisors In Texas who could relate 
countless personal experiences which would reveal the economic and 
sociological changes that have taken place in the lives of their 
students, past and present. Such changes permeate the families of 
Future Farmer members, the community and the state, and everyone is 
benefited in some measure. It would be idle speculation for one to 
attempt to estimate the Impact which the Texas Association of the 
Future Farmers of America has had upon the state, but the total would 
be impressive if the accomplishments of all the "Roy Hensleys” were 
known.
The Texas FFA Association is dominated by a desire for 
stupendous action, which is mute evidence that it has captured and 
reflects the flamboyant spirit of Texans. Reflects the Spirit of 
Texans? Perhaps, this dynamic organization of robust farm boys is 
"The Fountalnhead." Well, perhaps?
257Roy Hensley, "X Don’t Have a Dime,” The Future Farmer.
April, 1957, p. 6.
CHAPTER V
ADULT AND YOUNG FARMER EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS IN TEXAS
In 1917-18, when vocational agriculture was first introduced, 
the local teachers of vocational agriculture were responsible for 
providing systematic agricultural instruction to three distinct groups 
of Individuals; namely, all-day boys, adult farmers, and young farmers 
(formally known as part-time boys). The available records reveal that 
the all-day program developed much quicker, In the early years, than
the adult and young farmer programs. Probably the major reason for
the condition was a result of more emphasis being placed on the all­
day program. The adult and young farmer groups were very briefly 
referred to in the first state plan for vocational agriculture.^ The 
number and enrollment of white and colored adult and young farmer 
schools, by years, have been combined as the data were compiled by the 
State Department of Agricultural Education. The data, which does not 
correspond to the limitations of this study, provided the only informa­
tion obtainable about the number of schools and enrollment for both 
programs. The data as presented In Table X, page 116, represent: the 
progress, or lack of it, which has been achieved with the two groups 
(white and colored).
Twenty-flrst Biennial Report, State Superintendent of Publlc 
Instruction. State of Texas, 1916 to 1918 (Austin, Texas: State Board
of Education), pp. 221 and. 282.
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I. THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR ADULT FARMERS
The first annual report of the State Board for Vocational 
Education contained the following statement: ". . . . But one school,
Tuleta, organized and carried on successfully the evening classes.”2
3J. L. Watson was the teacher of vocational agriculture.
The State Plan for Vocational Education, 1920-21, required 
that an evening class should meet at least two hours each week for a 
period of three months, and should be organized to provide specific 
information needed in the community.4 The state plan for 1922-27, 
under the heading of evening schools made the following notation:
"No work to be done under this head."®1 However, the descriptive
report for 1923 contained the following statement about evening
schools:
The most important developments of the year have been
the large increase in number of evening schools, . . .
A teacher who devotes all his time to evening school 
work among the dairymen of the Boerne district has 
been added to the force.
2The First Annual Report of the State Board for Vocational 
Education, 1917-18 (Austin, Texas: State Department of Education),
Bulletin No. 95, July 1, 1918, p. 9.
5Index File of Teachers of Vocational Agriculture, State 
Department of Agricultural Education, Austin, Texas.
40utllne of Plans for Vocational Education in Texas. 1920-21 
(Austin, Texas: State Department of Education), Bulletin No. 125,
Nov., 1920, p. 15.
5Ibid.. 1922-1927, p. 9.
^Annual Descriptive Report of the State Board for Vocational 
Education to the Federal Board for Vocational Education, Year ending 
June 30. 1923 (Austin, Texas: State Department of Agricultural Edu­
cation), p. 1.
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The descriptive report for 1925-26 noted that Mr. C. Luker,
an Itinerant teacher trainer had. been placed In charge of twenty-one
schools in the San Antonio territory to strengthen the evening school
program. The plan was reported to be successful, because each of the
7teachers conducted an evening school class.
Mr. Luker prepared a bulletin about agricultural evening 
schools in dairying, and it was published by the State Board for Voca­
tional Education in 1926. C. L. Davis, State Director of Agricultural 
Education, provides some Interesting information in the Introduction.
. . . .  For two and one half years Mr. Luker taught 
evening school courses dealing with various phases of 
the dairy Industry. He taught no all-day classes.
He reaehed approximately 300 individuals whose major 
farm enterprise consists of milk production. . . .
Since Mr. Luker is a pioneer in this particular 
field, the methods of attacking the problems that con­
fronted him may be suggestive to others who are inter­
ested in evening school work. His conclusions and 
recommendations are original.8
The bulletin, thirty pages in length, was one of the most 
comprehensive teaching aids ever developed in Texas on the methods of 
conducting evening school classes. The methods outlined in the bulle­
tin, with few exceptions, would be applicable and workable for teaching 
adult classes of the present time.
A casual examination of the materials prepared by the State 
Department of Agricultural Education during the decade, 1925-1935.
7Ibid., 1925-26, p. 1.
8 'Agricultural Evening School Classes in Dairying (Austin, Texas; 
State Board for Vocational Education), Bulletin No. 199, Feb., 1926, 
p. 5.
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provides sufficient evidence that the adult education program received 
adequate promotion from the State Department and State Board. Care­
fully prepared plans for conducting evening school problems were dis­
tributed to the local teachers, and in 1928-29 Mr, R. W. Foard, Colo­
rado Agricultural College, was secured to teach a one week course on
gthe technique and methods of conducting evening school classes.
The following changes, in the nature of evening school problems 
were noted in 1930-31.
The evening school instruction in 1930-31 has more 
nearly solved the actual problems of the farmers than 
it has in the past. In other years Instruction was 
on an enterprise basis in most cases. This meant that 
the problems of production were given the most considera­
tion. The Instruction In 1930-31 has involved such ques­
tions as Living at Home, Restoring and Maintaining Soil 
Fertility, Managing the Farm Business, Marketing, Keeping 
Farm Records, and Determining the Outlook for Various 
Enterprises. These economic problems have at least become 
important in the eyes of the farmers and the vocational 
teachers have, through a greater use of the conference 
procedure, been of material help to the farmers In their 
committees in solving them and in weathering the present 
depression.10
The following description illustrates the type of evening 
school program conducted in one community:
Pawnee is a fine farming community eighteen miles 
from Kenedy. Practically all of the farmers own and 
live on their land. A Men*s Community Club was organ­
ized to put over some common problems. The community 
is fortunate in having a nice community house for their 
meetings. On the night of my visit there were 48 farmers 
present. The subject for discussion was standardizing 
cotton. More than an hour was spent in a lively dls-
9Annual Descriptive Report, o£. clt.. 1928-29, p. 2.
10Ibid., 1930-31, p. 3.
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cussion concerning the merits of the varieties that are 
popular In the community. The choice was narrowed down 
to two and a committee was appointed to work with the 
teacher of agriculture as to means of securing one of 
these varieties.
Problems ahead include securing a regular supply of 
good seed, cooperative marketing, maintaining soil fer­
tility.
These courses are directed by the teacher of voca­
tional agriculture as part of his regular agriculture 
program,
The State Plans for Vocational Agriculture for 1927-1932 and 
1932-1937 contained annual plans of evening school programs which had 
been carried out by two or more teachers of vocational agriculture.12
The regulation requiring that evening school groups meet for a minimum
13of twelve times was first included in the state plans for 1932-1937.
The current teachers1 guide for building a local program in vocational 
agriculture recommends that teachers prepare an adult program for three 
years in advance, and the problems be grouped into periods of three 
months each.14
The ability to organize and conduct successful evening classes 
varies from teacher to teacher, because teachers vary in their desires 
to work with different age groups. Some younger teachers have assumed
^ Vocational Agriculture (Austin, Texas: State Board for
Vocational Education), Vol. II, No. 3, March, 1926, pp. 11 and 13.
Instate Plans, 0£. cit., 1927-1932, pp. 11-18; 1932-1937, 
pp. 13-16.
13Ibid., 1932-1937, p. 12.
14Bullding A Local Program In Vocational Agriculture (Austin, 
Texas: Texas Education Agency), 1954, pp. 47-48.
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an attitude that mature farmers hesitated to accept them as instructors, 
and those teachers have given more time to developing the all-day and 
Future Farmer programs. Many teachers, however, enjoy the adult pro­
gram, because farmers are in a position to initiate new practices much 
quicker than younger groups. Perhaps every teacher of vocational agri­
culture, who has conducted an adult farmer program, has experienced 
one common difficulty: namely, establishing the proper balance between
the time spent instructing and the time spent in providing personal 
services to farmer members of the class. Teachers of vocational agri­
culture, who have been most successful with adult educational programs, 
consider their greatest responsibility to be in the role of an in­
structor.
II. THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR YOUNG FARMERS
The part-time or young farmer program was not organized in 
Texas during the first decade, 1917-1927. Apparently the delay was 
due, in part, to a general misconception of the program. There are a 
few isolated facts contained in the records, which would indicate that 
part-time classes were thought to be such because the class met part- 
time, and the term was not used to designate the kind of students en­
rolled. Evidently the adult and young farmers were combines in one 
group and designated as a part-time class. The State Plans for 1922- 
1927 contains the following designation:
2. Evening Schools.
No work to be done under this head.
P a r t -T im e  ( 'Inms in B eekeep ing— G ra n g e r .  W . N. E la m ,  Teaeiier.
M r .  C. F .  E v an s ,  w ho to o k  t h i s  course ,  s a y s :
" N o w  fo r  a  few re s u l t s  o f  m y  p a r t - t im e  c o u r se :  I  h ave  w o rk e d  w i th  bees
for a  n u m b e r  of y e a r s  in  a  ‘h i t -o r -m is s ’ w ay  a n d  each  y e a r  lind som e honey  to 
se l l ;  a l th o u g h  th i s  y e a r  is co ns idered  t h e  h a r d e s t  on  bees we h av e  h a d  in  several  
y ea rs ,  m y  honey y ie ld  w as  m o re  th a n  doub le  l a s t  y e a r ’s, a n d  f ro m  th e  sam e
n u m b e r  of colonies. M y  bees a r e  in m uch  b e t t e r  sh a p e  th a n  th e y  w ore a t  th is
t im e  la s t  y e a r ,  w i th  p ro sp ec ts  of m a k in g  m a n y  m o re  d iv is io n s  n e x t  s p r in g  for 
in c re a se ;  a n d  1 am  in a b o u t  100 per  cen t  b e t t e r  sh a p e  to  ca re  for  th e m  p ro p e r ly ."
P re v o e n t io n a l  S tu d e n t — M adisonv il lo .  R . A. R ix ,  T eache r .
“ As th e  tw ig  is b en t  so th e  t r e e  inc linc th .*’
Figure 19. Reproduced from Bulletin of General Infor nation 
Concerning Vocational Agriculture, Bulletin No. 181 (Austin, 




a. Plant and equipment.
The part-time work will be given in locations 
most convenient to the farmers who enroll for 
the work. A rural school building is usually 
available. . . .
b. Minimum for maintenance.
A minimum of $100 per course shall be paid for 
each course successfully completed. . . .
c. Courses of study.
Part-time and evening classes shall meet at 
least two hours each week for a period of four 
weeks. . . . 1 5
A diligent search through the publications by the State Board 
for Vocational Education revealed that a new concept of the part-time 
class or the young farmer groups was formulated about 1925 or 1926.
Part-time courses are planned for the boy of high 
school age who from choice or necessity has dropped out 
of school. A large per cent of these are, or soon will 
be, on the farm.
• • • » • * • •
These courses are conducted by the teacher of voca­
tional agriculture as a part of his regular, agriculture 
program and may Include business English, civics, arithme­
tic and agriculture. Meetings will be arranged to suit 
the boys.I®
In 1929 the part-time group was further defined as those six-
17teen to twenty-one years of age and out of school.
i50utline of Plans for Vocational Education in Texas. 1922-1927 
(Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational Education), Bulletin 155,
March, 1923, pp. 9-1Q.
•̂̂ Voeat lonal Agriculture (Austin. Texas: State Board for Voca­
tional Education), Vol. II, No. 3, March, 1926, p. 13.
^7Vocatlonal Education. With Special Reference to Vocational 
Education in Agriculture (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational 
Education), Vol. V, No. 3, April, 1929, p. 12.
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Data in Table X : reveal; that the first part-time classes were 
conducted in Texas in 1927-28 with an enrollment of 147 individuals.
No part-time classes were reported in 1930-31 and 1931-32. Since 1932, 
part-time classes have been reported each year, but the annual total, 
white and colored part-time students, have been approximately only ten 
per cent of the total enrollment in the white and colored all-day pro­
grams. The low percentage of enrollment of eligible young farmers 
would indicate that teachers of vocational agriculture have not been 
adequately reaching this group with organized instruction. During the 
period from 1935 to the present there have been several forces actively 
competing for the young men in the part-time group; namely, the Civil­
ian Conservation Corps, the National Youth Administration, the Out-of- 
School Youth Administration, the National Selective Service, Veterans 
In-service Training Program, an expanded labor market stimulated by 
Industrial expansion, and last but not least an increasing per cent of 
young men have been enrolling in colleges and universities. The pro­
grams listed above have been in a position to enlist a large per cent 
of the most capable and talented young men who would have made ideal 
young farmer students if they had remained on the farm.
Many Texas teachers of vocational agriculture, under the 
direction and guidance of personnel in the State Department of Agri­
cultural Education, have made several diligent efforts to intlate a 
dynamic program for the young farmers of the state. The Gold Key and 
Texas Future Farmer of America Alumni Associations have been amply 
discussed in Chapter IV. Probably the greatest contribution i£ade»,by
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those two defunct organizations was to serve as forerunners of the 
present day association of young farmers.
The State Association of Young Farmers of Texas
This organization, although young in years, provides a ray of 
hope that Texas has at last found a medium through which an effective 
program in young farmer education may be developed on a state-wide 
basis. Following is a historical Bketch of the organization:
The Texas Young Farmers as an organization on a state 
basis dates back to 1950. Credit cannot be given to any 
Individual for instigating the organization because there • 
were so many different people involved. It was in Hunts­
ville in the Spring of 1950, that many of these individ­
uals met for the purpose of planning a meeting to organize 
on a state level. Plans were made and accepted to have 
the organizational meeting in San Antonio during the State
F.F.A. Convention that summer.
It was in the summer of 1950, therefore, that a group 
of young farmers met during the State F.F.A. Convention 
and adopted a constitution and by-laws and elected a 
slate of officers. The organization took the name of 
Texas Future Farmers of America Alumni Association. . . .
This attempt at organizing was short lived. . . .
The organization became dormant until the summer of 
1953, when a group interested in reorganizing met during 
the State F.F.A. Convention in Fort Worth and voted to 
reorganize and elect officers. Elected were: Alton
Brazell, Lubbock, President; Franklin Brandt, La Grange,
Vice President; Dwain Smith, Hale Center, Secretary;
Jerry Johnson, Nacogdoches, Treasurer; Jackie Schwartz, 
Mercedes, Reporter; and J. R. Jackson, Ag. Ed. Dept, of 
A&M College, Advisor.
This set of officers has met regularly during the 
year and has formulated plans for what should be a suc­
cessful organization of young farmers. They are pro­
posing a new constitution this year, which will designate 
the organization as the State Association of Young Farmers 
of Texas.
The first chapter has been written. It covered a 
period of uncertainty and hurdled many obstacles. The
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second chapter begins with this convention. It too will 
have many obstacles, but with the continued efforts of all 
towards a better Young Farmers organization, it will be 
successful
The first state convention of the young farmer association was 
held In San Antonio, July 21 and 22, 1954, and at that time a consti­
tution and by-laws were adopted. Following are a few sections of the 
constitution which reveal the most important features of the organiza­
tion:
Section B: The purposes for which this association is
formed are to:
1. Keep Informed on measures affecting the welfare of 
farmers on local, state, national, and international 
levels.
2. Promote, plan and improve farm family living.
3. Cooperate with Texas Future Farmers in furnishing 
vocational agriculture in our state.
4. Provide wholesome social and recreational activities.
Article II— Organization
Section A: The State Association of Young Farmers of Texas
is an organization of men. who are interested in farming.
It shall consist of local or district organizations 
chartered by the State Association and membership at 
large in the State Association.
Section B: A local organization shall be composed of
members from one school district or the area served 
by that school district.
Section £: District organizations shall be composed of
members from two or more adjoining school districts.
They shall work under the same regulations as a local 
organization.
T QProgram. First State Convention of the State Association of 
Young Farmers of Texas. San Antonio, Texas, July 21 and 22, 1954, 
p • 5 •
Section D: Membership at large shall be restricted to
individuals who live in school districts where no 
local or district organizations exist.
Members at large shall have all the rights and prlvi 
leges of members of local or district organizations.
Section E: The local, district,. and state association
has the option of electing an adviser.
The State Adviser shall be a members of the State 
Staff of vocational education in agriculture and a 
non-voting member of the organization.
Article III— Membership





Section B: Active membership—
Any person not enrolled in high school and not over 
35 years old is eligible to become an active member 
of the local or district organization, or a member 
at large of the State Association.
Sect ion C: Honorary membership—
Individuals who have made an outstanding contribution 
to the Young Farmers of Texas and to the general im­
provement of agricultural conditions may be elected to 
honorary membership by majority vote of the delegates 
present at any local, district, or state convention.
Section D: Associate membership—
An active member upon reaching the age of 36 years 
may become an associate member upon payment of dues. 
The dues are the same as active membership dues. As­
sociate members have all the rights and privileges of 
an active member except that he may not vote or hold 
any office except that of adviser.I9
•*9Constitution and By-Laws. The State Association of Young 
Farmers of Texas. July 21, 1954, pp. 1, 2.
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The organization’s annual program of work has Included such 
Items as: sponsor an annual state convention, conduct state contests
to select the outstanding young farmer of each area, and present a 
plaque to the outstanding local chapter in the state, publish a state 
publication regularly, present plaques to state newspapers that pro­
mote young farmer organizations, organize new local chapters, cooperate 
with the Texas Future Farmers, and send information to local chapters 
of young farmers. Each year, since 1954, the Sears Roebuck Foundation 
has honored the delegates to the state convention with a banquet which 
included the applicants for the American Farmer degree as guests of the
pnYoung Farmers.
The State Association of Young Farmers of Texas began pub­
lishing a quarterly magazine in the spring of 1955. The very attrac­
tive publication bears the title The Texas Young Farmer, and has been 
devoted to activities and achievements of the association and members
Piof local chapters of the state. With the exception of the first 
issue the magazine has been published as a courtesy of the National 
Farm Life Insurance Company, Fort Worth.22
The Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America has 
been devoting one page of each issue of The Future Farmer to news 
about The State Association of Young Farmers of Texas. The space in 
the FFA magazine has afforded the young farmers an opportunity to
2^Program. op. elt.. July 21 and 22, 1954, p. 3.
2ljoe Dan Boyd, The Texas Young Farmer. Vol. 1, No. 1, 1955, 1.
g2Ibld.. Vol. 1, No. 2, 1.
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orient the Texas FFA members with an organization they would be 
eligible to Join after completing active membership in the Future 
Farmers of America, Such a medium should be Invaluable for recruiting 
members for the young farmer association.23
Every organization, which grows and develops with any degree 
of success, has one or more individuals within its ranks to provide 
the necessary drive and leadership so vitally necessary. If one indi­
vidual had to be selected for the most outstanding contributions to 
The State Association of Young Farmers of Texas, then the honor would 
go without challenge to its State Advisor, J. R. Jackson. Even as a 
teacher of vocational agriculture at La Grange, J. R. Jackson demon­
strated a determined interest in a state-wide organization for the 
young farmers. Jackson joined the teacher training staff of the Agri­
cultural and Mechanical College in 1952, and since then he has been 
In a more favorable position to assist the state organization. No 
other person in the state has glven_so freely of his time and means 
to the young farmer movements as J. R. Jackson. The programs and 
activities of the organization have been so carefully designed that 
it could become the ways and means for promoting a dynamic program in 
young farmer education, and If successful, a major share of the credit 
should go to the untiring efforts of J. R. Jackson.
A list of the local chapters of young farmers who have received 
charters from the state association follows:
25The Future Farmer, Austin, Texas, March, 1956, p. 5.
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CHARTERS ISSUED BY THE STATE ASSOCIATION 
OF YOUNO FARMERS OF TEXAS24
Charter Area Issued to: DateNumber
1 III Young Farmers of La Grange 7-21-54
2 VI . Sulphur Springs Young Farmers 7-21-54
4 X Victoria Young Farmers 7-21-54
5 VII Fredericksburg Young Farmers 7-21-54
7 I Lubbock County Young Farmers 7-21-54
8 I Hale Center Young Farmers 7-21-54
13 III Caldwell Young Farmers 10-18-54
14 V Mabank Young Farmers 10-25-54
15 III A & M Collegiate Young Farmers 5-24-55
16 VII Highland Stoekmen of Burnet County9-22-55
17 III Angleton Young Farmers 12-11-55
18 VII Gonzales Young Farmers 4-13-56
19 I Quail Young Farmers 4-13-56
20 V Commerce Young Farmers 4-25-56
21 VII Manor Young Farmers 5-17-56
22 IV Baylor County Young Farmers 8- 9-56
23 X Calhoun County Young Farmers 8-19-56
24 IV Baird Young Farmers 10- 9-56
25 III Brenham Young Farmers 10-10-56
26 IX Kennard Young Farmers 12- 4-56
27 X Donna Young Farmers 3- 7-57
28 I Spade Young Farmers 5-29-57
Following are names and. addresses of the officers who have 


























































A. G. Lochte, Jr. 
Johnny Stefka 





















TEXAS’ PROGRAM OF TRAINING TBACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
One of the most unique features of the entire program of voca­
tional agriculture In Texas has been Its procedure of training teachers 
of vocational agriculture. In most of the states only one institution 
of higher learning, usually the land-grant college, has been approved 
to train the teachers of vocational agriculture. In Texas, however, 
the State Board for Vocational Education has found it expedient to ap­
prove more than one institution for teacher-training. At the present 
there are seven institutions actively engaged in the state's program 
of training white teachers of vocational agriculture. The perennial 
question of who shall train the teachers of vocational agriculture in 
Texas has probably been the basis for some of the most bitter debates 
ever provoked in the entire Texas program of vocational agricultural 
education since its beginning in 1S17. The records revealed that the 
debates were so intense that those in opposite camps employed almost 
every conceivable plan to out-maneuver the opposition. Paradoxically, 
the opponents in each debate have ardently claimed to be working for 
the best interest of everyone concerned; nevertheless, the records 
show that the State Board for Vocational Education has usually voted 
to expand the teacher-training program In vocational agriculture.
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I. TEACHER TRAINING INSTITUTIONS APPROVED BY THE 
STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
It must be remembered that the State Legislature passed a law 
in 1909 making It mandatory for teacher training to be provided in 
elementary agriculture at six Texas Institutions of higher learning.
Bach Institution set up the teacher training program, and the graduates 
of those institutions were teaching elementary agriculture when Texas 
accepted the provisions of the Smlth-Hughes Act in 1917. Those teachers 
of elementary agriculture were the only teachers in Texas who had been 
trained In agriculture. When Mr. Blackwell, State Director, considered 
a department for approval, the agricultural teacher on the job was one 
of the factors taken into consideration. However, the majority of the 
first teachers of vocational agriculture had attended the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College or Sam Houston State Normal. The following 
stipulation on the qualifications of teachers of vocational agriculture 
was included in the first state plan:
After July 1, 1921, all eligibles for positions as 
teachers of vocational agriculture shall have com­
pleted the four years* course in vocational education, 
as prescribed by the State Board of Vocational Educa­
tion, or the equivalent.
Such a regulation gave the approved teacher-training institu­
tions the necessary period of four years to train bona fide teachers 
of vocational agriculture. Bona fide teachers of vocational agricul-
*1̂Twenty-first Biennial Report, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruct ion, State of Texas, Sept. 1., 1916, to Aug. 31. 1918, Austin, 
Texas, State Board of Education, p. 221.
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ture were trained only by an Institution approved by the State Board 
for Vocational Education and the names of such designated Institutions 
appeared In the State Plan for Vocational Education. The first State 
Plan designated only the Agricultural and Mechanical College to train 
white teachers of vocational agriculture.2 The State Board for Voca­
tional Education approved the plans of the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College for training teachers of vocational agriculture at Its meeting 
of December 10, 1917.®
Almost two years later the State Board for Vocational Education 
approved the second institution for the purpose of training white 
teachers of vocational agriculture.
Upon motion by Mr. Howard and seconded by Mr. Tittle 
the Board approved the plans for teacher-training in vo­
cational agriculture for $1,500.00 In the West Texas 
State Normal College, Canyon City, Texas, under the pro­
visions of the Smlth-Hughes Law for Vocational Education.4
West Texas State Normal's plans for training teachers of voca­
tional agriculture were never activated, because of difficulties In 
equipping laboratories and securing a teaching staff.5
Two months after the State Board approved the State Normal 
School at Canyon, it approved a third teacher-training institution 
for training white teachers of vocational agriculture.
2Ibid., p. 218.
^Minutes. State Board for Vocational Education. Texas Education 
Agency, Austin, Texas, Dec. 10, 1917.
4Ibid.. Oct. 14, 1919.
5Letter on file from Dr* J. A. Hill, President Emeritus, West 
Texas State College, Canyon, Texas, March 24, 1957.
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Upon motion made by Mr. Mims and seconded by Mr. Tittle 
the plans of the Sam Houston Normal for teacher-training 
In agriculture were approved as submitted by the Secretary.
Apparently Sam Houston State Normal did not begin its teacher-
training program until 1920-21, because that was the first year the
7institution received funds for such a program.
The State Board for Vocational Education received the fourth 
application from an institution to train teachers of vocational agri­
culture on June 14, 1923.
The Secretary presented an application from the North 
Texas Teachers' College wherein they requested the Board 
to recognize that institution as a Smith-Hughes teacher- 
training institution. The matter was postponed for 
future consideration.®
The minutes of the State Board do not reveal that the applica­
tion of the North Texas State Teachers College was ever taken up for 
further consideration.
The application of Texas Technological College was first pre­
sented to the State Board on April 10, 1929. The matter came before 
the State Board, in one form or another, at a majority of its meetings 
from that date until September, 1933. No other Institution's applica­
tion to train teachers of vocational agriculture was pending continu­
ously before the State Board for a longer period of time than that of 
the Texas Technological College. While the application was before the
^Minutes, op. clt.. Dec. 10, 1919.
7Board for Vocational Education. State of Texas, Bulletin No.
217, Jan., 1927, Austin, Texas, p. 8.
®Mlnutes. op. clt.. April 10, 1929.
261 .
State Board, the teaeher-tralnlng program underwent a thorough study 
by a committee of board members. The State Board’s problem was further 
complicated by an application from Sul Ross State Teachers College to 
be considered In the apportionment of funds for teacher-training on 
July 16, 1930.9
Finally, on September 6, 1933, just after the Board had approved 
teaeher-tralnlng funds for the Agricultural and Mechanical College, Sam 
Houston State Teachers College and Prairie View State Normal, the Sec­
retary read a request from the Texas Technological College and the 
College of Arts and Industries for $2,000.00 each for teaeher-tralnlng 
purposes.^-0 After a lengthy discussion by the board members the follow­
ing action was taken:
Mr. Bowers moved that Texas Technological College and 
the College of Arts and Industries be approved as teacher 
training institutions for teachers of vocational agricul­
ture. Mr. Sanderford seconded the motion. Mrs. Smith and 
Mr. Henderson voted ’’no". Mr. Garrard, Mr. Sanderford,
Mr. Bowers voted "aye". Mrs. 7/atklns did not vote. After 
some further discussion however, Mr. Henderson asked per­
mission to change his vote from "no" to "aye". Then, by 
unanimous vote the request was approved by the board.11
One of the unusual things about the minutes of the State Board 
for Vocational Education, Is the fact that at no time prior to September 
6, 1933, was any reference made to the College of Arts and Industries. 
The minutes of the board do not give any indication that this Institu­
tion ever made application to train teachers of vocational agriculture,
9Ibld., July 16, 1930.
10Ibld.. September 6, 1933.
n Ibid.
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whereas the application of Texas Technological College was discussed 
at many meetings previous to its approval. The board's lengthy con­
sideration of the application of Texas Technological College would 
Indicate that a failure to mention the College of Arts and Industries 
was an oversight on the part of the board's recording secretary.
The State Board for Vocational Education did not receive an 
application from an institution to train teachers of vocational agri­
culture during a four year period, 1933 to 1937. On September 9, 1937, 
the State Board received the following application:
The Secretary presented a request from Dr. A. VII.
Birdwell, President of the Stephen F. Austin State 
Teachers College, to be recognized as an institution 
to train vocational agriculture teachers and for the 
privilege of Issuing certificates that carry with them 
the authority to teach agriculture in the Smith-Hughes 
schools.^2
The State Board took up the application of Stephen F. Austin
State Teachers College at its meeting on November 1, 1937. When the
matter was called to a vote, there were, three votes for approval and
three votes against approval, with two members not voting. The matter
was discussed further and the two abstaining members requested to have
their votes recorded. One voted for the motion and one voted against
it. The chairman declared the motion lost and the request of Stephen
13F, Austin State Teachers College rejected.
Dr. A. W. Birdwell resubmitted the application of Stephen F. 
Austin State Teachers College on March 7, 1938, and after a short
•12Ibld., September 9, 1937.
13Ibid., November 1, 1937.
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discussion the members of the board agreed to call In representatives 
from all state institutions of higher learning for a general hearing 
at its meeting in April.14 The April meeting of the board was attended 
by representatives of the approved teacher-training institutions and 
several of the state teachers colleges. At the conclusion of the 
hearing a roll-call vote was taken, and Stephen F. Austin State Teachers
• j CCollege was approved by a vote of six to three.
The state Board for Vocational Education reconvened the follow­
ing day, April 5, 1938, and Dr. S. H. Whitley, President of East Texas 
State Teachers College, appeared before the board with an application 
for his Institution to be approved for teacher-training in vocational 
agriculture. The chairman of the board advised Dr. Whitley that the 
board would not recognize his request until the application was formally 
submitted.16
When the State Board met the following month, May 3, 1938,- one 
item of business was a letter from Mr. Robert A, Manlre, State Director 
of Agricultural Education, in which he informed the board it would be 
necessary for it to amend the State Plan for Vocational Education, by 
including the name of Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College as a 
teaeher-tralnlng institution in order for their action of the previous 
month to become effective.
l4lbid., March 7, 1938.
15Ibld.. April 4, 1938.
16Ibld.. April 4, 1938.
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"Mr.. Sanderford made the motion that the Texas State 
Plan be amended as follows: The original plans to Include
Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College, Nacogdoches,
Texas, as a teacher training institution for vocational 
agriculture if they meet the standards that will enable 
them to do the type of ^ork necessary for this training.
Mr. Laird seconded the motion which prevailed.
Following this action by the board, Dr. S. H. Whitley, President
of East Texas state Teachers College, appeared before the board in the
Interest of his formal application for approval as a teacher-training
institution for vocational agriculture. The board set a hearing for
18Dr. Whitley at its next monthly meeting, June, 1938. During the 
hearing before the board, Dr. Whitley presented Senators Claude M. 
Isbell and A. M. Aiken who spoke in behalf of East Texas State Teachers 
College, and informed the board they would be satisfied with approval 
without receiving any teaeher-tralnlng funds from the board. After the 
hearing the board took a roll-call vote, which resulted in three mem­
bers voting for approval and four against approval.19
The minutes of the State Board for Vocational Education do not 
provide any information why Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College 
was not permitted to train teachers of vocational agriculture after 
the board's approval on April 4, 1938. Mr. Sanderford*s motion to 
amend the State Plan, which was passed by the board on May 3, 1948, 
contained the provision, "if they meet the standards that will enable
17Ibld.. May 3, 1938.
18Ibld.. May 3, 1938.
19Ibld.. June 6, 1938.
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them to do the type of work necessary for this training." Probably 
the facilities of the college did not meet the necessary standards, 
but the writer was unable to determine what action was taken to counter­
act the approval by the State Board.
Three of the State's Teachers Colleges, early In 1949, applied 
to the State Board for Vocational Education to be approved to train 
teachers of vocational agriculture. The application of East Texas 
State Teachers College was presented at the board's meeting In April.20
Southwest Texas State Teachers College presented its application to
21the board In May, and Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College pre­
sented a formal application to the board at its regular monthly meeting 
in June, 1949.22 While the application of Stephen F. Austin State 
Teachers College was being discussed the following action was taken by 
the Board.
. . .  It was moved by Mr. Denman, and seconded by Mr.
Temple, and carried that the application of Stephen F.
Austin State Teachers College for the approval as a 
teaeher-tralnlng institution in agriculture be granted, 
subject to the recommendations of a committee composed 
of Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Manire, and Mr. Hurt. . . .
It was moved by Mr. Denman, seconded by Mr. Binion, 
and carried that the applications of East Texas State 
Teachers College, Southwest Texas State Teachers 
College, and Stephen F. Austin be approved, subject to 
reports of a committee composed of Mr. Lowrey, Mr. Manire, 
and Mr. Hurt.23
20Ibld., April 11, 1949.
21 Ibid., May 7, 1949.
22Ibid., June 6, 1949.
23Ibld., June 6, 1949.
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The committee filed a report with the State Board at its 
October meeting in Mineral Wells, but no official action was taken 
at that time. However, a delegation representing the three applying 
institutions were present when the board met on November 15, 1949. 
Present also at the board meeting were Dean Stangel of Texas Techno­
logical College and Dean Shephardson of Texas Agricultural and Mechani­
cal College, who spoke briefly in support of the Survey Report of the 
committee. Mr. Lowry, Executive Director of the State Board, emphasizes 
three points contained in the committee report; namely, the state was 
training approximately fifty per cent more teachers of vocational agri­
culture than were needed, that the Bachelor of Science Degrees in Agri­
culture as then being awarded by the applying colleges were not up to 
standard, and it would take a considerable sum of money to finance the
OAprograms of the three applying institutions. Mr. Denman, a member
of the board., made the following remarks:
I appreciate Mr. Lowry's position in the matter, and I 
think he and his committee have done a fine job in making 
this investigation, and it is with tremendous reluctance 
with which I make this motion. I think this is the first 
time I have ever disagreed with him on anything. Where I 
disagree with him is not on facts, but on the right of three 
colleges that have been established as long as these colleges 
and with the background and territory they have, as to whether 
or not they have the right to take on the teaching of agricul­
ture teachers, and I think even assuming that the things the 
report shows to be true, they should be able to meet the 
standards within a short time, and I see no reason why we 
should not let them try to do it. Assuming that we have 
enough teachers, I don't think that we ought to grant 
monopolies to any colleges. People in those territories 
believe in them, and I see no reason why they could not 
t each it.
24Ibld., November 15, 1949.
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For that reason, I move that the Board approve the appli­
cations of East Texas State Teachers College, Stephen F. 
Austin State Teachers College, and Southwest Texas State 
Teachers for permission to establish teaeher-tralnlng de­
partments In vocational agriculture In their respective 
colleges.
O KMrs. Perkins seconded the motion.
The chairman called for the question, and the following vote 
was recorded on Mr, Denman’s motion. Five members voted In favor of 
approving the colleges, and three members voted not to approve.
Mr. Hughston then asked that the colleges be voted upon 
separately, whereupon it was moved by Mr. Hughston, 
seconded by Mr. Singleton, that the Board approve the 
application of East Texas State Teachers College as a 
teacher-training institution In vocational agriculture.









Mr. Singleton moved that Stephen F. Austin State Teachers 
College be designated as a teaeher-tralnlng institution In 
vocational agriculture. Mrs. Perkins seconded this motion, 
which carried with Mr. Hughston voting "No.”
Mr. Denman moved that Southwest Texas State Teachers College 
be approved as a teacher-training institution in vocational 
agriculture. Dr. Long seconded this motion, which carried 
with Mr. Hughston voting "No.”
The following day, November 16, 1949, Mr. Lowry wrote a letter 
to R. W. Gregory, Assistant Commissioner for Vocational education,
2^Ibld.. November 15, 1949.
26Ibid., November 15, 1949.
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Washington, D . G., explaining the action the State Board had taken on 
the previous day. Mr. Lowry also included a copy of the minutes of 
the State Board.27 The last two paragraphs of Mr. Gregory’s reply 
are as follows:
"The minutes of the Texas State Board for Vocational Educa­
tion reveal that no exception was taken to its committee's 
report of facts and findings. The minutes also show that 
the proposed amendment was adopted by the State Board with­
out regard to the facts and findings of the Board’s com­
mittee but on the basis of certain reported assumptions not 
pertinent to the Federal Acts and policies.
"Inasmuch as the Texas State Board for Vocational Education 
did not present evidence reconciling the action it took on 
November 14 with the above-quoted Federal policies and the 
report of its survey committee, we suggest that the Board 
reconsider the whole matter and provide this Office with 
additional relevant Information justifying the action of 
November 14, or take appropriate action in accordance with 
the report of the survey committee and the Federal Acts 
and policies.”28
Mr. Gregory sent copies of his letter to Senator Johnson, and 
Congressman Sam Rayburn, Speaker, J. M. Combs, A. Thomas., Lindley 
Beckworth, Tom Pickett, and Homer Thornberry.
By the time Mr. Gregory’s letter reached Texas, the new twenty- 
one member State Board for Vocational Education, had replaced the 
former nine member board which approved the three state teachers 
colleges for teacher-training in vocational agriculture. The whole 
matter of teacher-training in vocational agriculture was new to each
0 7£ Copy of the Letter from R. W. Gregory, Washington, D. C., to 
Mr. W. E. Lowry, Austin, Texas, dated: January 19, 1950, filed in the 
Minutes of the State Board for Vocational Education, March 6, 1950.
28Loc. cit.
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of the twenty-one members of the board, because they had recently
taken the oath of office. The board president appointed a committee
of members to study the situation pertaining to the three state
teachers colleges. Mr. Jack Binion, chairman of the committee, pre-
29sented the report March 6, 1950. Mr. Binion gave the board members 
a historical background of the teaeher-tralnlng program In Texas, and 
a detailed account of events leading up to the board's problem con­
cerning the three teachers colleges. Mr. Binion closed his report 
with the following remarks:
"Frankly, I don't think any of us are worried about facili­
ties. The whole thing as I see it is a question and a very 
simple question, and that is do they need more agriculture 
teachers under the Smith-Hughes Act In Texas. If they do,
I think we ought to recommend It. I have talked to these 
presidents. They seem to believe and feel that they do need 
more. I understand that you have a letter from Mr. Sturgeon 
and other facts which substantiate that statement. Frankly,
I think this Is a serious thing. There must be at least 50 
or 55 students today who went there in good faith and thought 
they would get their degree under the Smith-Hughes Act, and 
unless we approve It or recommend it or the State Board of 
Education approves It, those boys have, In substance, lost 
a year of college. East Texas State Teachers College at 
Commerce has actually spent quite an amount of money. I 
don't think there is any doubt that they did that in good 
faith. I don't believe the other two colleges have spent 
so much money getting ready for it,
"The Office of Education in Washington has been contacted. 
Frankly, they have been requested to withdraw that letter.
They have absolutely refused to withdraw the letter. They 
have said, 'No, sir. Your board must find that they need 
more teachers. Unless they find that, we will not grant it.1 
My sympathies are with the schools. I don't know whether 
we need them or not. It is my understanding that the various 
colleges wanted it to be brought up at this time. Our com­
mittee has held no more meetings. I think this is of such
S9Mlnutes, State Board for Vocational Education. Texas Educa­
tion Agency, Austin, Texas, March 6, 1950.
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concern that It should not be decided by a committee.
We would reaffirm the act of the former board. I know 
the three colleges acted In good faith.1,30
After Mr. Binion completed his report, members of the board and 
other Individuals in attendance, engaged in a lengthy discussion of 
the problems of training teachers of vocational agriculture in Texas. 
Many of the points brought out by the new board members were just a 
restatement of many things brought out in former debates. However, 
there was one new idea Injected in the argument by several of the indi­
viduals who expressed themselves at the meeting. Several Individuals 
took the point of view that the Federal Government was attempting to 
dictate the policies to be carried out in Texas, as it concerned the 
training of teachers of vocational agriculture, and they bitterly re­
sented such an attitude attributed to Mr. Gregory and others. The mem­
bers of the board passed a motion instructing the chairman to appoint 
a committee to make a thorough Investigation and report to the board 
in April, and It was agreed that the applying colleges would have ample 
opportunity to present such facts on that subject as necessary. The 
committee was not ready to report at the board's meeting In April,
1950, and the matter was deferred to the next meeting.32 During the 
board's meeting In May, 1950, the chairman revealed he had appointed 
an advisory committee following the board's last meeting In April.
30Ibld.. March 6, 1950.
31 Ibid., March 6, 1950.
32Ibid., April 14, 1950.
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The committee was composed of the following high school superintendents:
Nat Williams, Abilene; J. F. Parnell, Jasper; D. U. Buckner, Pharr;
J. L. Buskley, Lockhart; and J. A. Anderson, Greenville. The following
members of the board were also appointed to the committee: W. W. Jack-
33son, George Morgan, and A. D. Moore.
The advisory committee met continuously for five days prior to 
the board's meeting in May. The committee interviewed representatives 
from the applying colleges, members of the State Staff in the Depart­
ment of Agricultural Education, and called Mr. Gregory in Washington. 
Following is a summary of the Advisory Committee's report to the State 
Board.
1. Some of the institutions in the state were established 
by the State Legislature for the purpose of training 
teachers, and have been required by that body to teach 
agriculture.
2. It is a responsibility of the State Board, so long as 
the Legislature imposes the requirement, to let them 
train teachers which would qualify to teach in Federally 
reimbursed high schools so long as the caliber of training 
enables them to do a creditable job.
3. In order for school officials to have a necessary number 
of well qualified applicants to select from there is need 
for additional teachers trained in the field of vocational 
agriculture.
4. Work offered in the applying institutions was on the 
average equal to work offered by some institutions now 
granting Smith-Hughes certificates.
5. The Advisory Committee recommended to the State Board 
that the three applying institutions be approved to 
issue Smith-Hughes certificates, subject to the following 
conditions.
33Ibld., May 8, 1950.
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a. The Advisory Committee makes no recommendations 
as to the colleges receiving reimbursements of 
Federal funds.
b. Minimum standards should be established for teacher- 
training, and applicable to schools offering this 
work. Schools unable to meet the standards should 
be dropped.
c. Board of Regents of teachers colleges be advised 
standards are being established, and the institu­
tions must meet these standards by 1951-52 or ap­
proval will be discontinued.
Mr. Hawkins moved the recommendations of the committee be 
adopted, that these applications be carried through, and that 
no further applications be considered until such time as these 
standards are established and approved by the Board. Mrs. 
Wessendorff seconded this motion, which carried. Mr. Morgan 
voted no . . .  ,36
Mr. Lowry expressed the belief, from first hand observations, 
that the three schools were by no means equipped to give degrees in 
agriculture upon which may be superimposed the requirements for a 
Smith-Hughes certificate. Mr. Lowry, then asked the board if it wanted 
to consider the application of Sul Ross State Teachers College for ap­
proval as a teacher-training institution in vocational agriculture.
It was the opinion of the board that the motion previously passed with 
reference to postponing action on future applications would apply to 
Sul Ross.36
The State Board for Vocational Education met on September 4, 
1950, and chairman R. B. Anderson made the following statement to the 
board:
34Ibld., May 8, 1950.
35Ibld.. May 8, 1950.
36Xbld.. May 8, 1950.
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All of you are familiar with action taken by this Board 
on the matter of the three colleges requesting permission 
to confer Smith-Hughes certificates and that they were ap­
proved subject to their meeting accreditation standards 
which will be set up by September 1, 1951.
Subsequent to that time I was in Washington on a differ­
ent matter, and during the time I was there a letter was 
addressed to Mr. Lowry by Dr. McGrath, stating that while 
he had received a letter informing him of the action of this 
Board in recognizing the certification of those three teachers 
colleges, because he felt we had not made a sufficient finding 
of fact to offset the adverse finding of fact made by Mr. 
Lowry, that the committee of men we appointed met for an in­
sufficient length of time,.and while they approved the setting 
up of an accreditation committee, they felt we should not ap­
prove the applying Institutions. Then ended the letter by 
saying they, therefore, would withhold reimbursement to any 
high school that employed graduates of these three colleges. 
You can well imagine the applying institutions and those 
interested became very much alarmed and asked if I would not 
meet with Mr. McGrath and explain to him in more detail the 
action which this Board had taken.
I did meet with five or six members of his staff and 
explained to them the whole procedure through which this 
board had gone, and that we made it very clear that all of 
the institutions, not only the three applying but those now 
certified to grant Smith-Hughes certificates, would be re­
quired to meet the certification standards established by 
September, 1951.
I stated to them with reference to the finding of fact 
that it was our judgement if you offset the findings by 
Mr. Lowry and his group and the findings of the other group, 
there was simply no reconciliation, that I personally was 
not in the position of challenging the Integrity of those 
people, and that when the committee we appointed met they 
were faced with the same difficulty of not being able to 
reconcile the findings of Mr. Lowry and his group and the 
findings of the presidents of these three colleges; and the 
committee had suggested that those applying were as capable 
as some now issuing Smith-Hughes Certificates; and that the 
applying institutions had felt they had received adequate 
approval before beginning of the school terms in which they 
invited students to their institutions with the understanding 
that they would be eligible.
At the conclusion of the conference, Dr. McGrath said 
he had a much better understanding, that he was perfectly
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willing to go along with the position taken by the Board, 
and did, subsequently, on the following day, stating that 
upon the basis of our conversation in Washington, the three 
applying institutions were being approved.
During the course of our conversation, Dr. McGrath made 
the statement that there had been a policy in the office of 
Education, following the hope that all of the institutions 
qualified for Smith-Hughes teachers would be able to main­
tain a standard comparable to land grant colleges. I did 
state to Mr. McGrath if that policy were rigidly pursued in 
Texas, there would not be more than one or possibly two 
schools that could ever comply because I did not believe 
the State Legislature would ever be agreeable to providing 
agriculture facilities equal to A.4 M. in the various 
teachers colleges, and possibly not even at Texas Techno­
logical College. Dr. McGrath stated that he was finding 
similar difficulties all over the nation and that probably 
it was not wise to urge Smith-Hughes to land grant colleges 
and particularly in Texas. He asked if he might say in his 
letter to you that this State Board for Vocational Education 
would agree to participate and be helpful in determining the 
standards of accreditation that should exist at a national 
level. I suggested to him that it would not be proper for 
me to commit this Board to any such course of conduct, al­
though I did feel that the Board would be willing, through 
its staff, to aid in the establishment of such standards on 
a national level. I think that study will be undertaken 
between now and September, 1951, during the same period of 
time our group on accreditation will be working, and I would 
recommend we work with them because we are going to have voca­
tional education, and I think it would be well to have a 
voice in it.3?
Dr. J« M. Edgar, State Commissioner of Education, at a meeting 
of the State Board for Vocational Education on May 4, 1953, explained 
to the board that a study had been made of the minimum accreditation 
standards for institutions training teachers of vocational agriculture, 
and the report was available for the board's consideration. Dr. Edgar 
explained that the presidents of the seven institutions training
*̂ Ibld., September 4, 1950.
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teachers of vocational agriculture had been invited to aid in the 
formulation of the standards. The Initial meeting was held in July, 
1952. Mr. M. A. Browning had compiled the suggestions of the presi­
dents, and a second meeting was held to discuss their differences and 
formulate the minimum standards.
It was moved by Mr. Boulter, and seconded by Mr.
Greenwood that the proposed minimum standards for 
accrediting teacher-education programs in vocational 
agriculture be approved. Motion carried.38
The minimum standards for accrediting teacher education pro­




The degree for vocational agriculture teachers shall 
be equivalent to other standard degrees granted by 
the institution, and the general education require­
ments shall be determined by the institution.
Natural Sciences
A minimum of 24 semester credit hours Including 







A minimum of 54 semester credit hours including:
1. A maximum of 24 semester hours of introductory 








2. A minimum of 30 semester credit hours consisting 
of the following:
a. Nine semester hours in agricultural economics 




b. Nine semester hours in Agricultural Engineering, 
Including at least one course each in:
(1) Farm Shop and Buildings
(2) Farm Power and Machinery
(3) Land Engineering
c. Three semester hours in Animal Nutrition
d. A minimum of nine semester hours in advanced 






A minimum of 12 semester credit hours, including 
six semester hours in special methods and practice 




1. Number— six staff members in technical agriculture 
should be the minimum number, except when an insti­
tution is preparing a small number of students as 
teachers in vocational agriculture. When less than 
six instructors are employed to teach technical
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agriculture subjects, the number shall as a staff 
possess the qualifications specified below to teach 
the required curriculum of 54 semester credit hours 
in technical agriculture.
2. Qualifications— Master’s degree with a major or 
minor in Phe subject fields taught and qualified 
by training and experience, or a Bachelor’s degree 
with a major in subjects taught and five years of 




1. Number— One faculty member as an absolute minimum.
2. Qualifications— Master's degree with a major or 




A farm owned and operated by the institution with 
sufficient acreage for production of major crops 
common to the area on a scale large enough to permit 
demonstration of approved farm practices, Including 
use of major farm equipment, in order that competencies 
may be developed in the abilities needed by teachers of 
vocational agriculture. In addition, colleges should 
use privately owned farm resources of the area as needed.
Livestock and Poultry
Whenever Instruction is offered relating to any of the 
following classes of livestock or poultry, the following 
shall be owned and managed by the colleges for the use 
In demonstration and teaching purposes:
1. Dairy— 1 practical breeding unit of from 10 to 20
milking cows.
2. Beef — 1 practical breeding unit of from 10 to 20
cows and one bull and adequate number of 
feeder and stocker cattle.
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3. Sheep—  1 or 2 practical breeding units, repre­
senting mutton and wool breeds.
4. Swine—  1 breeding unit of from three to ten
sows.
5. Poultry— Sufficient number of poultry, including
layers, broilers, and turkeys to serve 
as practical demonstration and teaching 
units.
Classroom and Laboratories
The institution shall provide classroom and adequate 
laboratory facilities of recognized college standard 
for all areas of instruction and demonstration re­
quired in the preparation of vocational agriculture 
teachers.
Library
A general library of recognized college standard in­
cluding materials in the field of agriculture. The 
number of books should conform to standards of the 
American Library Association. The agricultural 
library should include materials relating to all types 
of farming in the State, including a comprehensive list 
of reference books and materials in the various agricul­
tural fields, USDA bulletins, Experiment Station and 
Agricultural Extension Service publications, farm maga­
zines, scientific and technical journals, agricultural 
. yearbooks and statistical publications and other 
materials needed in the preparation of vocational agri­
culture teachers.
An annual minimum allocation meeting standards of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools shall be provided for 
acquisition of new books and scientific Journals in 
the field of agriculture.
Audlo-Visual Aids
The institution shall provide modern teaching materials 
and audio-visual aids and students in agricultural educa­
tion shall be given specific instruction in the use of 
these materials and aids.
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II. TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMS AT THE VARIOUS TEXAS INSTITUTIONS 
APPROVED BY THE STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
TO TRAIN TEACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
The purpose of the following section Is to present a thumb-nail 
sketch of the teacher-training programs, which have been conducted at 
the several institutions of higher learning In Texas, where teachers 
of vocational agriculture have been trained In cooperation with the 
State Board for Vocational Education. Particular consideration will 
be given to the tenure of personnel In the various Departments of Agri­
cultural Education, the numbers of men trained by each department, and 
whenever available, the names of the first individuals to complete the 
training in each department.
Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College
A Department of Agricultural Education was established at the
Agricultural and Mechanical College for the session of 1913-14. Seven
courses were offered by the department; namely, Educational Psychology,
Vocational Education, school Administration, Methods of Teaching, High
School Problems, High School Agriculture, and Practice Teaching.^9
M. L. Hayea Joined the faculty of the Agricultural and Mechanical
College in 1913 as professor of agricultural education and head of the
40department, a position he held until 1922.
s9AgrIcultural and Mechanical College, Thirty-eighth Annual 
Catalogue, N. S. Vol. 1, No. 4, April 1914, p. 46.
40Loc. clt.
280
J. D. Blackwell joined. Mr, Hayes1 staff In 1914, and resigned 
In August, 1917, to assume the duties of State Director of Vocational 
Agricultural Education.41
A OA Mr. Rubinow was on Mr. Hayes1 staff for one year, 1915-16.
W. A. Broyles, 1916-1920.43 
N. E. Fitzgerald, 1917-1918.44 
J. Horace Kraft, 1918-1925.46 
George A. Long, 1920-1921.
G. L. Dickey, 1921-1924.47 
J. H. Brown, 1921-1922.48
Dr. C. H. Winkler, Dean of the School of Vocational Education,
AQ1923 to 1935.
E. C. Nash, 1924-1925.50
Dr. D. C. McIntosh, 1925-1928.51
41Ibld.. Third Series, Vol. 1, No. 6, June 15, 1915.
42Ibld.. Third Series, Vol. 2, No. 6, June, 1916.
45Xbld.. Third Series, Vol. 3, No. 11, June 1, 1917.
44Ibid., Third Series, Vol. 4, No. 11, June 1, 1918.
45Ibld., Third Series, Vol. 5, No. 11, June 1, 1915.
46Ibld., Third Series, Vol. 7, No. 7, June 1, 1921.
47Ibld.. Third Series, Vol. 8, No. 6, June 1, 1922.
48Loc. clt.
49Ibld.. Vol. 10, No. 4, April, 1924.
50Ibld., Vol. 11, No. 4, April 1, 1925.
51Ibid.. Vol. 12, No. 4, April 1, 1926.
281
J. P. Buck, 1925-1927.52
E. R. Alexander, 1925-1935; Head of Department, 1935-March 31,
1953.53
Mr. W. R. Sherrill, 1928-1949.54 
J. C. Dykes, 1929-June 4, 1935.55 
Henry Ross, 1935 to present.56 
John Malcolm Orchard, 1938-1944.57 
Lloid Henderson, 1938-39.58 
Lawson Sowell, 1941-1943.59 
L. V. Halbrooks, 1946-1948.60
E. V. Walton, 1946-March 31, 1953; Professor and Head of 
Department, April 1, 1953 to present.
W. W. Mellroy, 1947-1956.62
52Loc. clt.
53Loc. clt.
54Ibld., Vol. 15, No. 4, April 1, 1929.
55Ibld.. Vol. 1, No. 4, April 1, 1930.
56Ibld., Vol. 7, No. 4, April 1, 1936.
57Ibld., Vol. 8, No. 4, April 1, 1937.
58Ibid., Vol. 10, No. 6, June 1, 1939.
59Ibid.. Vol. 13, No. 4, April 1, 1942.
60Ibid.. Vol. 3, No. 9, September 1, 1947.
61Loc. clt.,
62Ibld.. Vol. 4, No. 6, June 1, 1948.
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B. D. Cook, 1950-1956.63
64Dr. M. N. Abrams, 1950-1956.
66R. L. Barron, 1951-52.
.J. R, Jackson, 1952 to present.®®
Dr. J. D. Gray, 1955 to present.67
Dr. Earl Knebel, 1955 to present.68
0. M. Holt, 1955 to present.®9
Three individuals, E. R. Alexander, W. R. Sherrill, and Henry 
Ross, have compiled tenure records of more than twenty years each.
E. R. Alexander served in the department almost twenty-eight years,
eighteen.years as head of the department. Several men, for example,
J. D. Blackwell, Dr. D. C. McIntosh, V/. R. Sherrill, J. C. Dykes,
Malcolm Orchard, Dr. M. N. Abrams, and R, L. Barron, resigned to accept 
positions in the fields of education or business.
The curriculum set up by the Agricultural and Mechanical College 
for training teachers of vocational agriculture, and published in the 
first state plan to vocational agricultural education, required students
63Ibid., Vol. 7, No. 3, March 1, 1951.
®4Loc. clt.
65Xbld.. Vol. 8, No. 3, March 1, 1952.
®6Ibld.. Vol. 9, No. 5, March 1, 1953.




to complete the following: technical agriculture, forty-three semester
hours; electives, thirty-six semester hours; biology, fourteen semester
hours; chemistry, twenty-two semester hours; English, sixteen semester
hours; economics, six semester hours; military science, eight semester
70hours; and agricultural education, twelve semester hours.
The four year curriculum In Agricultural Education at the Agri­
cultural and Mechanical College was first completed by a group of five 
men in 1918-19. They were: Raymond George Bressler, College Station;
M. L. Caldwell, College Station; Charles Edwin Friley, College Station;
71N. Gearreald, no address; and John Preston Buck, Austin.
The Master’s degree was conferred on four men in Agricultural 
Education at the Agricultural and Mechanical College in 1922. They 
were: Thomas A. Fritts, John A. Hendricks, Leander Howell, and William
L. Hughes.^2
A list of Bachelor and Master degrees awarded, by years, in 
Agricultural Education at the Agricultural and Mechanical College is 
provided in Table XVI.
70Twenty-first Biennial Report. State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, State of Texas, Sept. 1_, 1916 to Aug. 31, 1918, Austin, 
Texas, State Board of Education, pp. 247-8.
71Agricultural and Mechanical College, Forty-third Annual Cata­
logue. Third Series, Vol. 5, No. 11, June 1, 1915.
^2Ibld., Third Series, Vol. 8, No. 6, June 1, 1922.
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TABLE XV
TEACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TRAINED AT THE 
AGRICULTURA.L AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE OF TEXAS 
1919-1957




1922 10 41923 13 1
1924 •7i 219 25 6 0
1926 6 4-x
1927 9 3





1934 13 11935 20 4
1936 35 21937 53 0
1938 72 31939 65 121940 65 5
1941 67 111942 53. 14
1943 47 5
1944 3 111945 3 13
1946 32 161947 57 201948 106 20
1949 124 151950 124 241951 77 261952 69 341953 67 23
1954 67 181955 55 171956 40 121957 60 9
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Sam Houston Normal Institute and Sam Houston State Teachers College
A Department of Agriculture was established at Sam Houston 
State Normal to fulfill a mandate of an Act passed by the State Legis­
lature in 1909.74 The following courses In agriculture were offered 
during the session 1912-13: Elementary Agriculture, Soils, Crop Hus­
bandry (two courses), Elementary Entomology and Bacteriology, School 
Gardening and Nature Study, Animal and Dairy Husbandry, and Agricultural
Technology and Principles of Rural Economics. Mr. S. C. Wilson taught 
75all the courses.
S. C. Wilson organized the Department of Agriculture at Sam
Houston State Normal In'lGpg, and he was the only member of the depart-
76raent until the summer session of 1921. After the State Board for
Vocational Education approved the department for training teachers of
77vocational agriculture, December 10, 1919, Mr. Wilson served as Head 
Teacher Trainer until his death, October 21, 1939..
J. L. Moses, October 1, 1933, succeeded Mr. Wilson as Head
*7QTeacher Trainer, a position he holds at the present time.
W. E. Drlskill, December 1, 1939, to June 1, 1942.
74GeneraI Laws of Texas, H. B. No. 270, Chapter 113, Thirty- 
first Legislature, 1909, pp. 221 and 223.
75Thirty-fourth Annual Catalogue. Sam Houston Normal Instltute. 
School Year 1912-13, Huntsville, Texas, pp. 23-4.
7^Ibld.. School Year 1908-09, p. 23.
77Mlnutes, State Board for Vocational Education. December 10,1919.
7%ames and tenure of Staff Members in the Department of Agricul­
tural Education, Sam Houston State Teachers College, were provided by 
J. L. Moses. Letter on file dated March 18, 1957, Huntsville, Texas.
S. C. WILSON
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G. H. Morrison, September 1, 1942, to present.
Ferol Robinson, September 1, 1946, to September 1, 1953.
Ray Epps, January 1, 1947, to present.
Dr. Kenneth Russell, June 1, 1950, to September 1, 1954.
Vannoy Stewart, September 1, 1955, to present.
The State Board for Vocational Education approved a four year 
curriculum for training teachers of vocational agriculture at Sam 
Houston Normal Institute, and the total term hours have been grouped 
into the following classifications: technical agriculture, sixty-nine
term hours; English, eighteen term hours; chemistry, eighteen term 
hours; agricultural education, eighteen term hours; history, nine term 
hours; botany, six term hours; genetics, six term hours; rural sociol­
ogy, six hours; geography, six term hours; psychology and education,
six term hours; rural organization, three term hours; journalism, three
term hours; bacteriology, three term hours; and veternary science,
79three term hours.
Two men were in the first group to complete the four year 
curriculum at Sam Houston Normal Institute In 1920-21. They were
. QQJohn L. Lester and J. B. Oliphint.
The first Master’s degree in Agricultural Education to be 
earned at Sam Houston State Teachers College was awarded to Benjamin
790utllne of Plans for Vocat^onal Education in Texas. 1922-1927. 
State Board for Vocational Education, 'Austin, Texas, Bulletin 155, 
March, 1923, p. 13.
80Files, Department of Agricultural Education, Sam Houston
State Teachers College, Huntsville, Texas.
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Cook In 1942.81
A list of the Bachelor and Master degrees awarded in Agricul­
tural Education at Sam Houston Normal Institute and Sam Houston State 
Teachers College is provided In Table XVII.
Texas Technological College
Texas Technological College was one of the first institutions 
in Texas to be approved to train teachers of vocational agriculture, 
which was not required to train teachers of elementary agriculture under 
the Act passed by the State Legislature in 1909. The Department of Ag­
ricultural Education was approved by the State Board for Vocational
gp
Education on September 6, 1933.
Cyril Luker, who had taught vocational agriculture for many
years, was selected as Head Teacher Trainer of the department. Mr.
Luker was the only teacher of agricultural education courses during his
tenure at Texas Technological College, September, 1933, to February,
831936.
Ray L. Chappelle replaced Mr. Luker as head of the department 
in February, 1936, and he has continued to hold the position until the 
present time.
T. L. Leach, September, 1937, to present.
L. Moses, 0£. clt., March 18, 1957.
^Minutes, State Board for Vocational Education. September 6,
1933.
83Names and tenure of Staff Members in the Department of Agri­
cultural Education, Texas Technological College, were provided by L. M. 
Hargrave. Letter on file dated March 12, 1957.
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TABLE XVI
TEACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TRAINED AT 
SAM HOUSTON STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 
1921-1957































1949 198 541950 141 5 82
1951 69 10 34
1952 44 9 19
1953 35 6 12
1954 27 16 4
1955 51 11 14
1956 47 18 0
1957 45 35 0
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L. M. Hargrave, August, 1946, to present.
The four year curriculum set up at Texas Technological College
for training teachers of vocational agriculture has been grouped Into
the following classifications: technical agriculture, fifty-nine
semester hours; agricultural economics, thirteen semester hours;
biology, thirteen semester hours; chemistry, twelve semester hours;
English and speech, twelve semester hours; agricultural education,
eight semester hours; mathematics, six semester hours; education and
psychology, six semester hours; veterinary science, three semester
hours; government, two semester hours; physical education or military
science, four semester hours; orientation, one semester hours; and
84electives, seven semester hours.
There were eleven men in the first group to qualify for teaching 
vocational agriculture at Texas Technological College in 1934. They 
were G. S. Dowell, Jack Downs, J. T. Gee, William W. Gregory, Odis 
Holly, Harlan Howell, T. L. Leach, J. D. Strickland, Iran L. Sturdivant,
QCJessie Young, and Maurice Vannoy.
The first Master's degree in Agricultural Education, to be earned 
at Texas Technological College, was awarded to Cleveland LIttlepage in 
1938.86
A list of the Bachelor and Master degrees In Agricultural Educa­
tion awarded, by years, at Texas Technological College is provided in
^Bulletin of the Texas Technological College. Lubbock, Texas, 
Vol. XII, No. 5, May, 1936, p. 62.
QCL. M. Hargrave, 0£. clt.. January 15, 1957.




TEACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TRAINED AT
TEXAS TECHNOLOGICAL COLLEGE, 1934-1957
Bachelor of Science





1938 27 11939 19 21940 24 01941 27 31942 22 21943 16 01944 4 01945 1 21946 10 01947 40 21948 28 11949 42 71950 63 131951 48 141952 53 121953 51 151954 44. 141955 51 131956 49 141957 57 8
Texas College of Arts and Industries
Texas College of Arts and Industries was approved to train 
teachers of vocational education by the State Board for Vocational
QAEducation on September 6, 1933. The minutes of the state board do
84Minutes. State Board .for Vocational Education. Texas Education 
Agency, Austin, Texas, September 6, 1933.
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not contain any evidence that the institution had made a formal appli- . 
cation to train teachers of vocational agriculture. In fact, the Texas 
College of Arts and Industries was not referred to in the minutes of 
the state board prior to the meeting of September 6, 1933.
The following men have served on the teacher training staff in 
the Department of Agricultural Education at Texas College of Arts and 
Industries:
R. J. Cook, Head Teacher Trainer, 1933-1935.85
Dr. T. A. White, Head Teacher Trainer, 1935-1937.
S. V. Burks, Head Teacher Trainer, 1937 to the present.
F. D. Shackleford, Itinerant Teacher Trainer, 1938-1941.
F. B. Wines, Assistant Teacher Trainer, 1946 to the present.
The four year curriculum set up at Texas College of Arts and 
Industries for training teachers of vocational agriculture has been 
grouped into the following classifications: technical agriculture,
forty-two semester hours; biology, twelve semester hours; chemistry, 
twelve semester hours; English, twelve semester hours; agricultural 
education, nine semester hours; economics, six semester hours; physical
education, four semester hours; and electives, twenty-three semester
. 86 hours.
There were five men in the first group to qualify for teaching 
vocational agriculture at the Texas College of Arts and Industries in
8%ames and tenure of Staff Members In the Department of Agri­
cultural Education, Texas College of Arts and Industries, were pro­
vided by S. V. Burks. Letter on file dated October 8, 1957.
86Bulletln of The Texas College of Arts and Industries. Vol.
5, No. 2, May, 1934, p. 43.
29 3
1933. They were: T. L- Arthur, Robert McBride, Hllmer Garner, Paul
87Reed, and William Morris.
The first Master’s degrees in Agricultural Education, to be 
awarded at Texas College of Arts and Industries, were earned by the 
following individuals: Adon Duncan, C. D. Snyder, and F. C. Wines in
1945.88
A list of the Bachelor and Master degrees awarded, by years, in 
Agricultural Education at Texas College of Arts and Industries is pro­
vided In Table XVIII.
East Texas State Teachers College
The Bast Texas State Teachers College was one of the three
state teachers colleges approved by the State Board for Vocational
89Education on May 8, 1950. Even though the college was not specif­
ically named in Legislative Act of 1909, technical courses in agricul­
ture were being offered to students prior to the time the first appli-
90cation was made to train teachers of vocational agriculture in 1938.
C. B. Barclay, who had served as Area Supervisor of Area VI 
from 1935 to 1947, was secured as head teacher trainer. Mr. Barclay
®^S. V. Burks, op. clt., January 24, 1957.
88S. V. Burks, 02.. clt.. January 31, 1958 and February 6, 1958.
^Minutes. State Board for Vocational Education. Texas Educa­
tion Agency, Austin, Texas, May 8, 1950.
90Ibld., April 5, 1938.
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TABLE XVIII
TEACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TRAINED AT
TEXAS COLLEGE OF ARTS AND INDUSTRIES
1933-1934




























91held the position until retiring after the fall semester of 1952.
Other members who have served, and are now teaching, In the 
Department of Agricultural Education are:
Kyle Leftwich, spring of 1950 to 1953.
M. S. Rogers, spring of 1950 to 1956.
Dr. Webb Jones, head of the department, spring 1953 to 1956.
Dr. J. R. Hamilton, head of the department, 1956 to present.
Dr. Zeno Bailey, 1956 to present.
The four year curriculum set up at East Texas State Teachers
College in 1950 for training teachers of vocational agriculture have 
been grouped into the following classifications: technical agriculture,
sixty-six semester hours; biology, bacteriology, and genetics, sixteen 
semester hours; English, speech, and Journalism, twelve semester hours; 
agricultural education, twelve semester hours; history and government, 
nine semester hours; chemistry, eight semester hours; education and 
psychology, six semester hours; and physical activities, four semester 
hours.92
There were seventeen men in the first group to qualify as 
teachers of vocational agriculture at East Texas State Teachers 
College in 1950. They were: Alden L. Armstrong, P. s. Boles, Gayle
L. Clemons, Garland R. Essary, James Wylie Fowler, Welborn K. Gooch,
91Names and tenure of Staff Members in the Department of Agri­
cultural Education, East Texas State Teachers College, were provided 
by Dr. J. R. Hamilton. Letter on file dated March 12, 1957.
9gCatalog of the East Texas State Teachers College. Vol. XXXIV, 
No. 1, April, 1951, p. 52.
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Verner W. Gortney, J. R. Gunn, Jimmie C. Hartt, Henry L. Hensley, 
William M. Johnston, Ray A. Kennemer, Weldon L. Liles, Billy G. Lyons, 
James L. Mattingly, Albert Joe Todd, and Leto Villarreal.
The first Master’s degrees in Agricultural Education, to be 
earned at East Texas State Teachers College, were awarded to the 
following men: Gayle Loui Clemons, Jimmy Cannon Hartt, and Ray A.
Kennemer.94
A list of the Bachelor and Master degrees awarded in Agricul­
tural Education at East Texas State College, by years, is provided in 
Table XIX.
TABLE XIX
TEACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TRAINED AT 
EAST TEXAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE
1950-1957









93j. R. Hamilton, op. clt.. January 24, 1957.
94J. R. Hamilton, loc. clt., March 12, 1957.
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Southwest Texas State Teachers College
Southwest Texas State Teachers College was also one of the
three State Teachers College approved by the State Board for Vocational
95Education on May 8, 1950. A Department of Agriculture was established
at Southwest Texas State Normal College In the fall of 1909 to fulfill
95a mandate of an Act passed by the State Legislature in 1909. The de­
partment has been In continuous operation until the present date.
Dr. T. R. Buie was selected head of the department In 1946, and 
when the department was approved to train teachers of vocational agri­
culture, he assumed the duties as Head Teacher Trainer. Dr. Buie Is
still serving in the dual capacity as Head of the Department of Agri-
97culture and Head Teacher Trainer.
Other members who have served, and are now teaching, in the 
Department of Agricultural Education are:
R. Lano Barron, February 1, 1952, to February 1, 1953.
Dr. T. M. Moore, half-time agricultural education, 1951-52, 
during the time Dr. Buie was on leave-of-absenee.
Dr. Cecil M. Gregg, acting head teacher trainer, 1951-52, during 
the time Dr. Buie was on leave-of-absence.
^ Minutes, State Board for Vocational Education. Texas Educa­
tion Agency, Austin, Texas, May 8, 1950.
96General Laws of Texas. H. B. No. 270, Chapter 113, Thirty- 
first Legislature, 1909, pp. 221 and 223.
97Names and tenure of Staff Members in the Department of Agri­
cultural Education, Southwest Texas State Teaehers College, were pro­
vided by Dr. T. R. Buie. Letter on file dated March 12, 1957.
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Dr. Leroy J. Young, forty per cent of time to teacher training, 
September, 1953, to present.
The four year curriculum set up at Southwest Texas State 
Teachers College, in 1950, for training teachers of vocational agri­
culture have been grouped into the following classifications: tech­
nical agriculture, fifty-four semester hours; agricultural education, 
fifteen semester hours; Biology, twelve semester hours; English, nine 
semester hours; chemistry, eight semester hours; history, six semester 
hours; government, three semester hours; speech, three semester hours; 
journalism, three semester hours; mathematics, three semester hours;
education, three semester hours; physical education, four semester
9fthours; orientation, one semester hour. .
There were eighteen men in the first group to qualify as 
teachers of vocational agriculture at Southwest Texas State Teachers 
College in 1950. They were: Franklin Bless, Frank Brauner, Roy L.
Buffington, Ray Clark, Gene Garrett, Henry Hooper, Henry Kyle, Gregg 
Lewis, Johnnie Lloyd, H. E. McDaniel, Claude Monk, Earl Smith, Jr.,
99George Taska, Noah Thompson, Doyle Tuma, Joe Turner, and David Whites.
The first Master's Degrees in Agricultural Education, to be 
earned at Southwest Texas State Teachers College, were awarded to the 
following men in 1954: John W. Arnn, Joseph Neal Pratt, and David R.
9 ̂ orty-eighth Annual Catalogue. Southwest Texas State Teachers 
College. Vol. XVI, No. 3, May, 1950, San Marcos, Texas, p. 64.
99T. R. Buie, o£. clt.. January 21, 1957.
1°0T. R. Buie, loc. clt., March 12, 1957.
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A list of the Bachelor and Master’s degrees awarded, by years, 
In Agricultural Education at Southwest Texas State Teachers College is 
provided in Table XX.
TABLE XX
TEACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TRAINED AT 
SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGES 
1950-1957









Stephen F . Austin State College
Stephen F. Austin State College was one of the three state 
colleges approved to train teachers of vocational agriculture on May 
8, 1 9 5 0 . The Department of Agriculture was organized in 1923 as 
one of the college’s original departments. Mr. James H. Hinds re­
signed as Assistant State Supervisor of Agricultural Education in 1923 
to become head of the department, and remained in the position until 
September, 1943.
■ ^ Minutes, State Board for Vocational Education. Texas Educa­
tion Agency, Austin, Texas, May 8, 1950.
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J. C. Green, who had been teaching In the department since
January, 1947, was placed In charge of teacher training duties after
the department was approved In 1950. J. C. Green has taught all the
agricultural education courses offered by the department, except for
102the spring semester, 1957, when he was on leave-of-absence.
Cecil Jones, spring semester, 1957, one course in agricultural 
education.103
Oran Standley, spring semester, 1957, in charge of student
104teachers In agricultural education.
The four year curriculum set up at Stephen P. Austin State
College, in 1950, for training teachers of vocational agriculture has
been grouped into the following classifications: technical agriculture,
fifty-eight semester hours; biology, twelve semester hours; agricultural
education, twelve semester hours; chemistry, eleven semester hours;
English, speech, and journalism, twelve semester hours; history and
government, nine semester hours; economics, six semester hours;
forestry, three semester hours; physical activities, four semester
105hours; and electives, six semester hours.
IPSfiuIletlns of the Stephen F, Austin State College, Nacogdoches, 
Texas, 1948-1957.
1Q3Semester Grade Sheets, Agriculture 361, Office of the Regis­
trar, Stephen F, Austin State College, Nacogdoches, Texas, Spring 
Semester, 1957.
1Q4Semester Grade Sheets, Agriculture 491, Ibid., Spring 
Semester, 1957.
105Bulletin of the Stephen F. Austin State College, No. Ill, 
April, 1951, p. 55.
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There were eight men In the first group to qualify as teachers
of vocational agriculture at Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College
in 1950. They were: Granvel Battle, John M, Boozer, Chester R.
Burkhalter, Richard B. Dennis, James M. McGraw, Joe B. Strong, J. C,
106Weaver, and Lowell Westmoreland.
A Master's Degree program in Agricultural Education has not been 
offered at Stephen F. Austin State College. Teachers of vocational ag­
riculture who have been awarded the Master's degree have taken a major 
in technical agriculture.
A list of the Bachelor degrees awarded, by years, in Agricul­
tural Education at Stephen F. Austin State College is provided in 
Table XXI.
TABLE XXI
TEACHERS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TRAINED AT 
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE COLLEGE 
1950-1957









106Federal Report Forms (Form 15.0-764, revised), Washington,
D. C.: Security Agency and Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare, 1950.
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III. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMS
The two most recent major changes In the Texas program of 
teacher training were brought about by an appropriation bill of the 
Fifty-second Texas Legislature, 1951, establishing certain require­
ments for the State Board for Vocational Education to initiate with
107the institutions engaged in vocational teacher education. Dr.
J. W. Edgar, Commissioner of Education and Executive Officer of the
State Board for Vocational Education, made the following proposal in
a letter to the State Board for Vocational Education on July 28, 1951:
Recent action by the 52nd Legislature, revised some of 
Its policies on vocational teacher education, makes it 
mandatory that the State Board for Vocational Education 
revise part of the current plan effective September 1,
1951. In accordance with this action of the 52nd Legis­
lature, we are offereing to the Board a recommended re­
vision of the part of the teacher-education plan which 
defines the relationships between the Texas Education 
Agency and the vocational teacher-education Institutions.
The plan here offered does not cover the area of qualita­
tive standards for vocational teacher education.
« • i • • i ♦' *  * ■
Accordingly, we are submitting for your consideration and 
approval a proposed plan based on our interpretation of 
the Intent of the Legislature:
a. That the Agency outline a more specific plan 
for vocational teacher education.
b. That the plan provide for full supervision of 
the program by the Agency.
c. That the plan eliminate any duplication of effort 
between field staffs of the Agency and field staffs 
of the teacher-educat ion institutions.
107General Laws of Texas. H. B. No. 426, Section 48, June 28,
1951.
^ 8J. W. Edgar, Letter addressed to the State Board for Voca­
tional Education, Austin, Texas, July 28, 1951. (Mimeographed.)
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The State Board for Vocational Education adopted the regula­
tions recommended by Dr. Edgar for contracting with colleges and uni­
versities for vocational teacher education programs. The regulation 
required each contracting Institution engaged in vocational teacher 
education to prepare and submit plans for its training program. The 
plan was made up of the following divisions: proposed curriculum for
training teachers, an estimate of the number of undergraduate students 
to be given practice teaching during the school year, names of schools 
proposed to be utilized as practice teaching centers, the number of 
college undergraduate vocational students proposed to be given prac­
tice teaching in each school during the year, the proposed length of 
the practice teaching period for each college undergraduate vocational 
student, the program of practice teaching for college undergraduate 
vocational students in public schools utilized for the program, the 
frequency and supervisory visits to each school by teacher trainers 
for the purpose of supervising college undergraduate vocational stu­
dents receiving practice teaching. The plan also Included the program 
for in-service education of teachers of vocational agriculture on and 
off the campus, plans for making research studies and developing in­
structional material and teaching aids for distribution to teachers of 
vocational agriculture, plans for participating in joint conferences 
of Agency Vocational Staff, teachers of vocational agriculture, and 
teacher trainers. If the institution desired to use the facilities 
of public schools for observation purposes, the names of the schools 
were to be Included in the plan. In addition, a budget for each voca­
tional teacher-education program for which an institution was approved
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was required as a part of the plan.
The plan of an Institutions program for teacher education, 
when submitted and approved by the Vocational Division of the Texas 
Education Agency, became a contract between the State Board for Voca­
tional Education and the Institution. The institutions have been 
allowed to amend their current plans of teacher education by obtaining 
permission to do so in a request directly to the Chief of the Voca­
tional Division of the Texas Education Agency. Justifiable amendments 
are frequently granted without question.
Itinerant Teacher Training
The itinerant teacher training program was conducted by each 
institution approved to train teachers of vocational agriculture 
during the period it was permlssable for institutions to participate 
in such programs. The records do not reveal when this type of teacher 
training began In Texas, but provisions for It were first included In 
the State Plans for 1922-1927. The provisions are as follows:
a. The itinerant teacher-training will be conducted from 
the teacher-training Institution, under the supervision 
of the supervisor. The state supervisor will plan with 
the teacher-trainer the schools that the teacher-tralner 
is to visit and the teacher-trainer will visit these 
schools and no others.
The alms of a program for itinerant teacher-training 
as stated on pages 33, 34, Misc. 419, Vocational Education 
in Agriculture, issued by the federal Board, are accepted—
"The aims of the program for itinerant teacher-training 
may be summarized as follows:
^09Plan for Vocational Teacher Education and Regulations for 
Contracting with Colleges and Universities for Vocational Teacher 
Education Programs (Austin, Texas; State Board for Vocational Educa­
tion, 1951-52), six pages. (Mimeographed.)
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(a) To remedy the prevailing weakness of teacher.
(b) Giving the teacher helpful hints and current 
suggestions with respect to the teaching pro­
gram in his school.
(c) Giving special helps to individual teachers.
(d) Outlining with the teacher an assignment for 
systematic study and reporting on some definite 
problem or problems that will serve as a pro­
fessional improvement activity for the teacher.
(e) The itinerant teacher-trainer should judge the 
work of the teacher of agriculture on the basis 
of the following aspects of his works:
(1) Physical condition of the school plant—  
Grounds.
Appearance of classroom, laboratory, and shop. 
■Arrangement and condition of classroom and 
laboratory equipment.




Annual plan of work.
Daily lesson plan.
Records.
(3) Methods of instruction—










(6) Attitude of community—
Superintendent and teaching staff.
Members of local board.
Each teacher-training institution usually assigned the major 
portion of the itinerant teacher training responsibilities to one staff 
member for a semester or an entire school year. A common practice
^Outline of Plans for Vocational Edueation in Texas. 1922-1927 
Austin, Texas: State Board, for Vocational Education), Bulletin No. 155,
March, 1923, pp. 11, 12.
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followed In Texas was to assign those responsibilities to the staff 
member with least tenure in the department. Suoh a practice, however, 
was not followed by all teacher training institutions, and the avail­
able records do not reveal exactly which staff members were in charge 
of itinerant teacher training. Primarily, the program was used to 
assist the first year teachers of vocational agriculture with the prob­
lems which they had encountered, and the itinerant teacher trainer 
usually worked with the teachers trained at his institution. Neverthe­
less, the services of the itinerant teacher trainer were available to 
all teachers of vocational agriculture regardless of where they were 
trained, or their years of experience.
The program of itinerant teacher training by staff members of 
teacher training departments in approved institutions was eliminated 
in 1951 when an Act of the Fifty-second Legislature made it mandatory 
for the State Board for Vocational Education to design new plans for 
contracting with colleges and universities for vocational teacher 
education programs. Section II of the plan adopted by the State Board 
allocates the responsibility for the training of vocational teachers. 
The responsibilities of colleges and universities are very clearly and 
definitely stated. The division pertaining to off-campus services 
which may be rendered by individuals of teacher training staffs follows:
Group conferences of vocational teachers, school officials, 
and groups of individuals related to and interested in vo­
cational education shall be called by the Division of Voca­
tional Instruction Services of the Texas Education Agency 
as needed, with the approval of the Commissioner of Educa­
tion. Vocational teacher trainers and other professional 
personnel employed by colleges and. universities may parti­
cipate in such group conferences as requested by the Com­
missioner of Education after their participation in such
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group conferences has been approved by the administrative 
heads of these institutions. Teacher trainers or other 
employees of institutions mentioned in Article V, H. B.
426, Acts, Texas Fifty-second Legislature, are prohibited 
from going into local school districts and giving any form 
of instruction or training individually ?P,any vocational 
teacher employed by local school boards.
Itinerant teacher training, as such, was designated as a re­
sponsibility of staff members of the Texas Education Agency, Division
112of Vocational Services.
Staffs and individual staff members in the various Departments 
of Agricultural Education have rendered valuable services to teachers 
of vocational agriculture, such as, assisting with the judging of 
fairs, shows, and contests, serving as consultants during teachers’ 
conferences, speaking at Father and Son banquets, and preparing 
teaching material for distribution to teachers. The Department of Agri­
cultural Education at the Agricultural and Mechanical College has pre­
pared, in cooperation with the State Board for Vocational Education, a 
large number of valuable teaching aids. The materials, usually in 
bulletin form, have been devoted to technical and professional phases 
of vocational agriculture. Such material has been made possible through 
a subject matter specialist who devoted full time to the work.
^^Plan for Vocational Teacher Education and Regulations for 
Contracting with Colleges and Universities for Vocational Teacher 
Education Programs (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational Educa­
tion, 1951-52), p. 46-h.
1^2Ibld., p. 46-e.
CHAPTER VII
ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
I. ADMINISTRATION OF THE TEXAS PROGRAM
The over-all administration of the Texas program of vocational 
education has always been a responsibility of the Texas State Board 
for Vocational Education. Such a board, was created to fulfill a re­
quirement of the basic National Vocational Act.
Sec. 5. That In order to secure the benefits of the 
appropriations provided for in sections two, three, and 
four of this Act, any State shall, through the legisla­
tive authority thereof, accept the provisions of this 
Act and designate or create a State board, consisting 
of not less than three members, and having all necessary 
power to cooperate, as herein provided, with the Federal 
Board of Vocational Education in the administration of 
the provisions of this Act. The State board of educa­
tion, or other board having charge of the administration 
of public education In the State, or any State board 
having charge of the administration of any kind of voca­
tional education in the State may, if the State so elects, 
be designated as the State board, for the purposes of this 
Act.1
The Thirty-fifth Legislature of Texas designated the State 
Board of Education as the authorized body to cooperate with the 
Federal Board for Vocational Education.2 When the Texas Acceptance 
Act was passed the State Board of Education was composed of the
1 Smith-Hughes Act, j5. 730. Public, No. 347, Sixty-fourth 
Congress, Feb. 23, 1917.
2General Laws of Texas, Thirty-fifth Legislature, First Called 
Session, 1917, Chapter 45, Sec. 209 (a).
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Governor of the State, the Secretary of State, the State Comptroller 
of Public Accounts, and the State Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion. 3
The composition of the Texas State Board of Education was 
changed by an Act of the Texas Legislature in 1929.
Article 2675b-l State Board of Education, Membership.--
There Is hereby created the State Board of Education, Said
Board shall consist of nine members to be appointed by the
Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate. Of
the first Board to be appointed the terms of three members
shall expire January 1, 1931; the term of the next three
members shall esq)Ire January 1, 1933; and, terms of the
remaining three members shall expire on January 1, 1935.
After the first Board, the term of each member shall be
for six years from the date of the respective appointments,A
• » 4 •
The nine member board appointed, by the governor, under the pro­
visions of the law enacted in 1929, was continued for the next twenty 
years, and in 1949 the composition of the State Board of Education was 
changed by an act of the legislature.
Article 2654-2. State Board of Education, Creation;
Composition Section 1. There is hereby created the State 
• Board of Education, to consist of twenty-one (21) members,
One (1) member of the State Board of Education shall be 
elected from each of the twenty-one (21) Congressional 
Districts of the State of Texas. . .
The Texas State Boards for Vocational Education, 1917 to 1957, 
have not only served as policy making boards, but they have taken
Twenty-first Biennial Report. State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. State of Texas. September 1, 1916, to August 31, 1918, 
p. vi.
4General Laws of Texas, Forty-first Legislature, Second Called 
Session, 1929, Chapter 10, p. 12.
^Ibld., Fifty-first Legislature, Regular and First Called 
Sessions, 1949.
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active parts In the direct administration of the stateTs program of 
vocational agricultural education. The first State Board for Voca­
tional Education gave ample notice that It Intended to have complete 
control of the state's program of vocational education. The first 
publication prepared by Mr. J. D. Blackwell for the state board made 
that point very clear, and the declaration Is presented as follows:
A. Supervision and control
1. All vocational agriculture, for which Federal 
aid is given, shall be under the direct super­
vision and control of the State Board for Voca­
tional Education.
Note.— No teacher, supervisor or director of 
vocational agriculture shall be employed or dis­
missed without the approval of the State Board 
for Vocational Education and the Board of Control.
The records and experiences of the past forty years clearly 
reveal that vocational agriculture has suffered because Mr. Blackwell 
and the State Board for Vocational Education considered it necessary 
to spell out their position so clearly. Nevertheless, they must have 
been of the opinion that absolute control was necessary to launch 
properly the new program, and they did not wish to take any chance of 
the program being misinterpreted by uninformed local administrators. 
Probably the greatest difficulties have arisen because the subsequent 
state boards and state directors of vocational agriculture hesitated 
to yield their control to state and local administrators as they became 
familiar with the administration of vocational agriculture.
^Federal Aid for Vocational Agriculture in Texas, under the 
Smlth-Hughes Law (Austin, Texas: State Board for Vocational Education),
Bulletin 68, August 1, 1917, p. 5.
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The data in the early records indicate that complete harmony 
existed between the State Boards, the State Department of Education, 
and the State Department of Agricultural Education during the first 
sixteen years on the matter of who was in control of vocational agri­
culture in Texas. The absolute control of the State Board over voca­
tional agriculture was first challenged in 1933 by Mr. L. A. Woods, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, when it became necessary 
to select a State Director of Vocational Agriculture to succeed Mr.
C. L. Davis. The minutes of the State Board for Vocational Education 
Indicate that a bitter disagreement developed between Mr. Woods and 
the State Board soon after he took office. It appeared that the events 
which led to the difficulties had their beginnings before and after Mr. 
Woods was elected in the summer of 1932. The minutes referred vaguely 
to some of the events, but other events were presented in such a manner 
it was clear what each party had in mind in the maneuvers to gain con­
trol of vocational education in Texas. It is evident that Mr. Davis 
had Incurred the disfavor of the State Board by permitting teachers of 
vocational agriculture to serve as secretaries of chambers of commerce. 
During the Board’s meeting of March 14, 1933, Mr. J. 0. Guleke, a mem­
ber of the board, made a statement which Indicated that Mr. C. L. Davis 
was discharged by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
. . .  If the Superintendent’s office saw fit to dispense 
with the services of Mr. Davis, in so far as I am con­
cerned, I want to commend him for that action. . . .
7Minutes, State Board of Vocational Education, Texas Education 
Agency, Austin, Texas, March 14, 1957,
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The minutes further Indicate that the State Eoard, between the 
time Mr. Woods was elected and taking the oath of office, had adopted 
a resolution stripping him of all powers as the executive officer of 
the State Board for Vocational Education. Mr. Guleke and other mem­
bers of the board attempted to convince Mr. Woods that the action of 
the board was taken to protect him. The members of the board took the 
position that the conditions which existed in vocational agriculture 
should not be associated with Mr. Woods in any way, and it was their 
desire to correct the situation before allowing Mr. Woods to assume the 
responsibility as executive officer of the board. Mr. Woods disagreed 
with the board and insisted that he should have the same status with 
the State Board for Vocational Education as all other State Superin­
tendents who were In office after the introduction of Vocational Educa­
tion in Texas. Mr. Woods stated his views on the differences between 
himself and the state board as follows:
I want to say to the Board that this is the crux of the 
whole matter. Who will be the administrative officer of 
the Board pertaining to Vocational Education? This de­
termines who would have the right to name the personnel 
of office. Certainly, subject to the approval of the 
Board. It is my firm belief that the Superintendent 
should have the right. He has had the right since Voca­
tional Education was instituted in 1917. . . . That is 
all that I am asking for.8
Apparently the showdown between Mr. Woods and the board had 
been brought about, in part, by Mr. Woods' desire to appoint Mr. Paul 
G. Haines as State Director of Vocational Agriculture. The minutes
8Ibid., March 14, 1933.
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do not reveal the attitude of the board members toward Mr. Haines as 
a prospective State Director of Vocational Agriculture. Apparently 
Mr. R, D. Maltby, Federal Agent for Vocational Agriculture, had raised 
some questions relative to Mr. Haines’ qualifications meeting the re­
quirements for director, as written in Texas State Plan for Vocational 
Agriculture. Mr. Haines was In the employ of Texas Extension Service, 
and Mr. Woods offered the following explanation for nominating Mr. 
Haines as director:
. . . .  In this state there has been considerable trouble 
between the extension forces and the vocational forces. I 
hope by this selection to eliminate this trouble. . . .  It 
happens that Mr. Maltby is a vocational man and Is preju­
diced against an extension man. . . .Mr. Maltby Is the 
man who gave me the Idea that Mr. Haines could be made the 
administrative officer until such time as Mr. Maltby could 
see whether or not Mr. Haines was vocationally minded.9
Another reason for the poor relations between the state board
and Mr. Woods was due to some bills which had been introduced in the
Legislature, and. certain board members accused Mr. Woods of sponsoring
the bills. Mr. Woods made the following explanation:
. . . .  I am responsible for two bills Introduced in 
the Legislature. One is the creation of a new Board 
for Vocational Education and the other fixed the duties 
and obligations of the State Superintendent as the Director 
of Vocational Education. I have urged the passage of the 
latter. It contained nothing more than the understanding 
that existed between the State Superintendent and the 
State Board of Vocational Education since the creation of 
said Board in 1917 until the present time.19
9Ibld.. March 14, 1933.
10Ibid., March 14, 1933.
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Before the State Board, for Vocational Education closed its 
meeting on March 14, 1933, It readopted a resolution which It first 
adopted on November 15, 1929. In brief the resolution designated 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction as the Executive 
Officer of the board, gave him the power to select the personnel to 
administer the state program of vocational agriculture subject to the 
approval of the board, and all employees were plaeed under the Immed­
iate direction and supervision of the State Superintendent.
The minutes of the State Board for Vocational Education do not 
Indicate the nature of the relationship of the board and Mr. Woods 
after they resolved their difficulties in 1933. However, the minutes 
of the board meeting for January 4, 1943, revealed that the relations 
between the board and Mr. Woods were beginning to deteriorate. The 
board members who expressed themselves complained of not being properly 
Informed about the state’s program of vocational education, and re­
quested that the directors of each program report directly to the 
board.̂ '*' Mr. Woods took issue with the board at its December 6, 1943, 
meeting because the State Plan for Food Production and War Training 
ignored him as the executive officer, and he refused to approve the 
plan for that reason. During the same board meeting a misunderstanding 
developed between Mr. Woods and the board president, Mr. Phillip M. 
Stevenson, about the approval of payrolls of the various divisions, and 
before the meeting closed a motion was passed requiring the directors 
of each division to bring their payrolls directly to the board for
-*- *• IbId .. January 4, 1943.
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approval,12 The minutes of the state board did not reveal the fact 
that Mr. Woods was relieved of the duties of executive officer, but on 
January 3, 1944, the board elected Mr. James R. D. Eddy, Director of 
Trade and Industrial Education, as Executive Officer of the State Board
13for Vocational Education.
The minutes of the state board for January 17, 1944, contained
a letter to Mr. Woods from the Attorney General in which he answered
several of Mr. Woods' questions about his problems with the state board.
The Attorney General's answers to two of the questions are as follows:
The Vocational Division is not a part of the State 
Department of Education. It is an entity of the 
State Department of Vocational Education.
The State Superintendent of Public Instruction is 
responsible for the administration of all divisions 
of the Office of State Superintendent, He Is not 
responsible for the administration of the vocational 
divisions, Sueh responsibility is vested in the 
State Board of Vocational Education.14
The Attorney General handed down the following ruling on 
February 17, 1944:
. . . the State Superintendent of Public Instruction is 
the ex officio Secretary of the State Board of Education 
in the discharge of any and all of its duties, regardless 
of whether it functions as a State Board of Education or 
as the State Board of Vocational Education. . . . The 
State Board of Education and the State Board for Voca­
tional Education are not two separate entities of govern­
ment. The State Board of Education has simply been em­
powered, by the legislature^ to discharge the added duties
I2jbid., December 6, 1943.
1̂ Ibld., January 3, 1944.
14Ibid., January 17, 1944.
316
Incident to the administration of State and Federal 
vocational funds.15
On March 6, 1944* the State Board for Vocational Education
took the necessary steps to make Dr. L. A. Woods, State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, its ex officio Secretary, and Mr. Eddy was to
16continue in the capacity of executive officer.
Mr. Eddy served as executive officer until November 6, 1944,
and at that time the board appointed Mr. Robert A. Manire, Director of
1 7Vocational Agriculture, to the position. Mr. Manire served in that
capacity until August 6, 1946, and at that time the board appointed
18Major W. E, Lowery as executive officer. On September 8, 1945, the 
State Board for Vocational Education amended the State Plan for Voca­
tional Education as follows:
1. State Director-Executive Officer
a. There shall be a State Director-Executive Officer 
for Vocational Education who shall be appointed 
and employed by the State Board of Vocational Educa­
tion. The salary and tenure of such position shall 
be fixed by.the State Board.
Mr. W. E. Lowery was the first individual to serve as executive
officer who had not formerly been associated with the State Department
of Education or one of the divisions of vocational education. On July
8, 1950, it was called to the board's attention that Senate Bill No.
15Ibld.. March 6, 1944.
16Ibid., March 6, 1946.
^ Ibld., November 6, 1944.
18Ibid., August 6, 1946.
19Ibld., September 8, 1945.
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115, Article 3, Section 2, provided that the State Commissioner of 
Education shall be the Executive Officer of the State Board for Voca­
tional Education. The members were further reminded that a letter had 
been received from R. W. Gregory, Assistant Commissioner for Vocational 
Education, Office of Education, Washington, D. C., asking that the 
situation be clarified. The board took immediate action to amend the 
Texas State Plan for Vocational Education In such a manner that Dr.
J. W. Edgar, Commissioner of Education, would be designated as the 
Executive Officer of the State Board for Vocational Education, and Mr. 
Gregory was notified of the board's action.20
Mr. Lowery resigned September 4, 1950, to accept a position as 
Dean of the School of Education at Sam Houston State Teachers College,
PiHuntsville. Upon the recommendation of Dr. Edgar, the board appointed 
Mr. M. A. Browning as Acting Assistant Commissioner for Vocational Edu­
cation.22 Mr. Browning had been serving as Director of Trade and In­
dustrial Education prior to the appointment. The board appointed Mr. 
Browning to the position of Assistant Commissioner of Vocational Ser­
vices on March 5, 1951.2^
The minutes of the State Board for Vocational Education revealed 
that the board has been not only a policy making group, but in the 
majority of cases the board has taken a very active part in the direct
20Ibld., July 8, 1950.
21Ibid.. September 4, 1950.
22Loc. clt.
25Ibld., March 5, 1951.
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administration of its policies. A complete list of the membership of 
the State Board for Vocational Education will be found in Appendix IX.
II. SUPERVISION OF THE TEXAS PROGRAM OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
The Texas program of vocational agriculture has always been 
supervised by the personnel in the Department of Agricultural Educa­
tion, which was usually a branch of the State Department of Education, 
or it has functioned directly under the State Board for Vocational 
Education. The terminology most commonly used in Texas to designate 
the members of the supervisory staff are as follows: department head,
State Director; first assistant, State Supervisor; and other assistants, 
Assistant State Supervisors. The members of the State Department of 
Agricultural Education, who were never more than three in number, had 
the responsibility of supervising the entire program from 1917 to 
1935.
Only five individuals have served in the capacity of State 
Director of Vocational Agriculture since 1917. Two men, Mr. C. L.
Davis and Mr. Robert Manire, served a total of twenty-nine years 
as directors of the program. Mr. J. D. Blackwell, first director, 
served almost three years--the shortest term any individual has held 
the directorship. Mr. Paul G. Haines was the only Individual to serve 
as director without previous experience In some phases of vocational 
agriculture. Mr. Robert A. Manire was the first director with exper­
ience as a teacher of vocational agriculture in Texas. All the men 
who have served as State Supervisors of Vocational Agriculture, except
DR.. J. D. BLACOELL
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Mr. R. G. Bressler and Mr. C. L. Davis, were former teachers of voca­
tional agriculture. Mr. J. B. Rutland served as State Supervisor for 
almost twenty-two years, and his tenure of twenty-five years in the 
State Department of Agricultural Education is a record for the person­
nel of that department.
A complete list of the personnel of the State Department of 
Agricultural Education, and the tenure of each individual, is provided 
in Table XXII.
The increasing number of departments of vocational agriculture 
from 1917-1918 to 1929-1930 made it necessary to modify the plan of 
supervision. Although the exact date was not determined, there were 
sufficient data to indicate that the state was divided into several 
organized teacher districts prior to 1930, with a lead teacher in charge 
of each. Mr, W. N. Elam and Mr. C. D. Parker began work as district 
supervisors in 1928, and from this beginning the plan of district super­
vision for the state was developed. Apparently the organization of 
teacher districts took place during the latter part of the nlnteen 
twenties, because district conferences for teachers of vocational agri- 
culture were held for the first time in the summer of 1930. ^ The 
departments of vocational agriculture Increased from 225 in 1929-30 
to 332 for the school year 1934-35, and probably it was this rapid 
rate of expansion which led the State Department of Agricultural Educa­
tion to organize ten areas in the state and place an area supervisor
g5AnnuaI Descriptive Report of the State Board for Vocational 




G. D. PARKER, Dllley
Who was chosen Master Teacher Cor last year. Mr.
Parker is standing before his famous orange tree.
Reproduced from Vocational Education With Special Reference 
to Vocational Education In Agriculture, Vol. V, No. 3 (Austin, 




PERSONNEL OF STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
1917-195726
State Director State Supervisor Assistant State Supervisor
J. D. Blackwell 
9-1-17 to 8-10-20
R. G. Bressler 
12-15-17 to 9-1-19
C. L. Davis 
1-1-19 to 9-1-19
C. L. Davis 
8-10-20 to 4-1-33
C. L, Davis 
9-1-19 to 8-10-20




J. H. Hinds 
8-12-20 to 9-1-23
J. B. Rutland 
9-15-20 to 9-1-23
Robert A. Manire 
5-1-37 to 11-30-52
J. B. Rutland 
9-1-23 to 8-6-45
J. J. Brown 
9-1-23 to 9-1-29
Robert A, Manire 
(On Leave) 
11-30-52 to 2-1-55
R. Lano Barron 
8-8-45 to 8-1-49
W- R. Sherrill 
1933 to 1938
George H. Hurt 
(Acting) 
11-30-52 to 2-1-55




Robert A. Manire 
2-1-55 to 10-1-55
George H. Hurt 
2-1-55 to 10-1-55
R. Lano Barron 
1-1-42 to 8-8-45
George H. Hurt 
10-1-55 to present






E, C. Weekley 
11-1-55 to present
26Mlnutes, State Board for Vocatlonal Education (Austin, Texas: 
Texas Education Agency), 1917 to 1957; Annual Descriptive Reports for 
Agricultural BdueatIon (Austin, Texas: Department of Agricultural Edu­
cation), 1923 to 1952; Texas Future Farmer magazines (Austin, Texas: 
Department of Agricultural Education), 1929 to 1957.
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in charge of each. Several of the newly organized areas contained the 
same counties as the former districts. The boundaries of the ten origi­
nal areas are shown in Figure 23. The first area supervisors of voca­
tional agriculture in Texas were the following: 0. T. Ryan, Area I;
A. J. Bierschwale, Area II; Henry Ross, Area III; Roy Mefferd, Area IV;
L. I. Samuel, Area V; Robert A. Manire, Area VI; R. A. Shaw, Area VII;
W. N. Elam, Area VIII; J. M. Fields, Area IX; and C. D. Parker, Area X. 
On September 19, 1949, the State Board for Vocational Education
approved an increase in the number of areas for vocational agriculture
27from ten to twelve. The new arrangement made it necessary to re­
locate area boundaries in order to include approximately the same num­
ber of departments of vocational agriculture in each. The boundaries 
of the twelve areas are shown in Figure 24.
On September 1, 1951, the second major change was made in the
number and location of supervisory areas for vocational agriculture.
The number of areas was reduced from twelve to ten; however, the area 
boundaries or numbers did not correspond very closely to the boundaries 
and numbers of the original ten areas. The locations of the ten new 
areas are shown in Figure 25.
It would be impossible to evaluate properly the effects of 
dividing Texas into areas for the purpose of better and more thorough 
supervision of its program of vocational agriculture; nevertheless, two 
significant facts eould be associated with the change in supervision.
g*̂The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1949, p. 3.
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Figure 23
Supervisory Areas for Vocational Agriculture, 1935-1949
Reproduced from The Lone Star Farmer, Austin, Texas,
September-October, 1935, p. 2..
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S u p e rv is o r s  a r e  a s  fo llo w s : A re a  I , 0 .  T . R y a n ; A re a  I I ,  E . L . T in e r ;  A r e a  I I I ,  
0 .  M . H o lt;  A re a  IV , J .  B . P a y n e ;  A re a  V , L . I. S a m u e l;  A re a  V I, R . B . T h o m a s , J r . ;  
A re a  V II ,  K . D . C h a n d le r ;  A re a  V I I I ,  A . B . C h ild e rs ;  A re a  IX , T . R . R h o d e s ; A re a  
X , C. D . P a r k e r ;  A re a  X I, W a l te r  L a b a y ;  A re a  X II ,  J .  A . M a rs h a ll .
FlgUTQ 24
Supervisory Areas for Vocational Agriculture,
October 1, 1949 to August 31, 1951
Reproduced from The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1949, p.
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Supervisory Areas for Vocational Agriculture, 1951-1957
Map supplied by Texas Education Agency, Division of Vocational 
Education, Agricultural Education, 1951..
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First, the number of departments of vocational agriculture almost 
tripled after 1935, as shown by the data in Table X, page 116. Second, 
there was a decided percentage increase in the number of State Farmer 
Degrees awarded to Future Farmer members, also shown by the data in 
Table X. The intangible benefits of more adequate supervision would 
include closer coordination between the state department and local 
teachers of vocational agriculture, providing assistance to beginning 
teachers who needed it, planning and carrying out district and area in- 
service. training programs, stimulating friendly competition between 
areas in Future Farmer activities, and insuring better practices of 
reporting the program of vocational agriculture.
A complete personnel roster of area supervisors of vocational 
agriculture, and the tenure of each individual, are listed in Tables 




AREA SUPERVISORS, JULY'1, 1935, TO SEPTEMBER 19, 194928
Area Headquarters Supervisor and Tenure
I Texas Technological 
College, Lubbock
0. T. Ryan, 1935-1949
II Sul Ross State Teachers 
College, Alpine
A. J, Bierschwale, 1935-1941 
W. E. Williams, 1941-1949
III Agricultural and Mechanical 
College, College Station
Henry Ross, 1935-1939 
J. L. Sowell, 1939-1942 
L. V. Halbrook, 1942-1947 
0. M. Holt, 1947-1949
IV John Tarleton Agricultural 
College, Stephenvllle
Roy Mefferd, 1935-1941 
J. B. Payne, 1941-1949
V North Texas Agricultural 
College, Arlington
L. I. Samuel, 1935-1949
VI East Texas State Teachers 
College, Commerce
Robert A. Manire, 1935-1937 
C. B. Barkley, 1937-1947 
Vannoy Stewart, 1947-1949
VII Stephen F. Austin State 
Teachers College, 
Nacogdoches
R. A. Shaw, 1935-1945 
J. A. Marshall, 1945-1949
VIII Taylor W. N. Elam, 1935-1936
E. D. Parnell and J. A. Hendricks
1936-37
H. B. Boswell, Austin, 1937-1939 
B. C. Davis, 1939-1946 
A. B. Childers, 1946-1949
IX Sam Houston State Teachers 
College, Huntsville
J. M. Fields, 1935-1938 
Thomas R. Rhodes, 1938-1949
X Texas College of Arts and 
Industries, Kingsville
C. D. Parker, 1935-1949
S^Mlnutes, State Board for Vocational Education (Austin, Texas: 
Texas Education Agency), 1917 to 1957; Annual Descriptive Reports for 
Agricultural EducatIon (Austin, Texas: Department of Agricultural Educa­
tion), 1923 to 1952; and Texas Future Farmer magazines (Austin, Texas: 
Department of Agricultural Education), 1929 to 1957.
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TABLE XXIV
AREA SUPERVISORS, OCTOBER 1, P91949, TO AUGUST 31, 1951
Area Headquarters Supervisor and Tenure
I Lubbock 0. T. Ryan, 1949— Resigned 
August 31, 1951
II Alpine E. L. Tiner, 1949-1951
III College station 0. M. Holt, 1949-1951
IV Stephenville J. B. Payne, 1949-1951
V Arlington L. I. Samuel, 1949-1951
VI Commerce R. B. Thomas, Jr., October 10, 
1949 to 1951
VII Nacogdoches K. D. Chandler, September 1, 
1949— Resigned December 31, 19J 
Adon Duncan, January 15, 1951 
to August 31, 1951
VIII Aust In A. B. Childers, 1949-1951
IX Huntsville Thomas R. -Rhodes, 1949-1951
X Kingsville C. D. Parker, 1949-1951
XI Plainvlew Walter LaBay, 1949-1951
XII Georgetown J. A. Marshall, 1949-1951
29The Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1949, p. 3; The 
Future Farmer. Austin, Texas, October, 1951, p. 4; and Annual Descrip­
tive Reports for Agricultural BducatIon (Austin, Texas: Department of
Agricultural Education), 1949 to 1951.
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TABLE XXV
AREA SUPERVISORS, SEPTEMBER 1, 1951, TO JUNE 30, 195730
Area Headquarters Supervisor and Tenure
I Plalnvlew Walter Labay, 9-1-51 to 6-30-57
II Big Springs E. L. Tiner, 9-1-51 to 1-1-54 
Lester Buford, 1-1-54 to 9-1-55 
Clemon Montgomery, 10-10-55 to 
6-30-57
III Houston 0. M. Holt, 9-1-51 to 12-31-53 
E. L. Tiner, 1-1-54 to 6-30-57
IV Stephenvllle J. B. Payne, 9-1-51 to 6-30-57
V Carrolton L. I. Samuel, 9-1-51 to 6-30-57
VI Sulphur Springs R. B. Thomas, Jr., 9-1-51 to 
12-31-53
Ira Black, 1-1-54 to 6-30-57
VII Austin Z , k . Marshall, 9-1-51 to 9-30-55 
John Holcomb, 11-14-55 to 6-30-57
VIII Waco A. B. Childers, 9-1-51 to 6-30-57
IX Crockett and Lufkin Thomas R. Rhodes, 9-1-51 to
8-31-54
William Stanford, 9-20-54 to
9-1-55
Jeff Davis, 11-15-55 to 6-30-57
X Corpus Christl C. D. Parker, 9-1-51 to 8-31-53 
E. C. Weekley, 9-1-53 to 11-1-55 
Kirk Petltt, 11-1-55 to 6-30-57
Texas Future Farmer Magazines, Austin, Texas, 1951-1957; 
Annual Descriptive Reports for Agricultural SducatIon (Austin, Texas: 
Department of Agricultural Education), 1951-52*
CHAPTER VIII
THE VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS
A state association of the teachers of vocational agriculture 
was organized in 1940-41, and it has enjoyed the continued support of 
the teachers since that time.1 The association has been very effec­
tive in developing professional pride among its members, and it has 
contributed in many ways to the positive growth of vocational agricul­
tural education in Texas since 1940-41. The association, besides pro­
moting the professional welfare of its members, has assisted in many 
ways to provide a better program of total education for the people of 
Texas.
By 1947-48 the association had reached such a point in total 
membership that with an ever-expanding annual program of work, the 
officers and directors decided the organization needed and could 
afford to hire a full time executive secretary to expedite its objec­
tives. Lev/is B. Taylor, president of the association and teacher of 
vocational agriculture at Cotulla, was employed by the board of 
directors as executive secretary.2 Mr. Taylor has been reelected 
annually as executive secretary since then; this is ample evidence of
1Herman W. Williams, "A History of the Vocational Agriculture 
Teachers' Association of Texas"(unpublished Research Paper, Sam Houston 




the faith the directors had In Mr. Taylor’s ability to serve the best 
Interest of the association and its members.
Active membership in the association is limited to teachers of 
vocational agriculture in the public school systems of Texas, veterans 
administration vocational agriculture teachers qualified under the 
Smith-Hughes Act, and county coordinators of veterans1 vocational pro­
grams qualified under the Smith-Hughes Act. Members must be actively 
engaged in performing their duties in some county in the State of Texas.
The annual membership dues are one half of one per cent of the teacher's
3annual contract salary.
Herman W. Williams, teacher of vocational agriculture at Glade- 
water and former officer of the association, wrote, "A History of the 
Vocational Agriculture Teachers1 Association In Texas," 1940-1952, and 
the following excerpts from Mr. Williams' study have been selected to 
provide a brief history of the association.
Officers and Directors
The directors of the Vocational Agriculture Teachers 
Association are elected by the membership in each of the 
several areas of the state. Bach area is entitled to 
elect a director for each thirty members or major frac­
tion thereof. It is the duty of the directors to repre­
sent their area on the Board of Directors of the Associa­
tion and to keep them informed on the activities of the 
organization. The officers of the association are elected 
from the Board of Directors. The officers elected are, 
president, vice president, and Secretary-Treasurer. The 
Executive Secretary Is employed by the Board of Directors.
3By-Laws of Vocational Agricultural Teachers Association of 
Texas, Chartered September 26, 1951.
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It will be noted that In the early years some areas 
were not represented, or that some areas had more directors 
than others. This was due to the fact that some areas did 
not organize the first year and some to a limited extent.
It will be noted, that the number of directors in both 
the areas and the state has not remained constant. This 
is because the number of directors has Increased as the 
membership has grown.^
Following are the most revealing sections from Mr. Williams' 
summary of his study of the association from 1940-41 to 1951-52.
In the early years of the organization It had no central 
office or paid employees. The records were kept by the of­
ficers and were moved from place to place as new officers 
were elected. Consequently, no accurate record has been 
kept by any one individual on the history and accomplish­
ments of the association. In recognition of this need the 
study was made.
The Vocational Agriculture Teachers' Association of 
Texas has steadily grown, both in membership and scope 
of activities, since its organization in 1940. The mem­
bership has grown from 490 in 1940 to 819 in 1952. At 
the same time the percentage of teachers having membership 
Increased from 75.6 in 1940 to 90.6 in 1952. The per cent 
having membership in 1948, at the time the dues were in­
creased and an executive secretary employed, was 84.4 per 
cent. The average membership for the five year period 
from 1948 to 1952 after the expansion of the budget and 
the employment of the executive secretary was 92 per cent.
Recognizing that tenure In the profession is important, 
the association set up tenure awards, the first of which 
were presented in 1948. 149 men were presented ten year
awards in 1948; 135 men were presented fifteen year awards; 
37 men were presented twenty year awards, and 16 men re­
ceived twenty-five year awards. There was a total of 215 
teachers to receive awards In 1948. Out of a membership 
of 497, this would mean that forty-three per cent of the 
membership had taught ten years or longer.
The listing of these awards will Indicate that during 
the five years the association has been presenting awards 
283 teachers have received ten year awards, 135 received 
fifteen year awards, 37 twenty year awards, 16 twenty-five
^Williams, 0£. clt.. pp. 5 and 6.
year awards, and only 5 men have received thirty year 
awards.
It has been the policy of the association since Its 
expansion and employment of an executive secretary to 
operate under a well-planned, budget. The association 
operated under the same budget for the first three years. 
As the membership increased, the demand for additional 
services increased. The budgets were increased to meet 
this need. The association has exceeded the budget to a 
small extent in some years but its expenses have never 
exceeded the Income.
The income of the organization was increased from 
$8,260.71 in 1947-48 to $16,780.69 In 1950-51. During 
this same period the expenditures increased from 
$8,016.49 to $15,603.33. Much of the increase in ex­
penses was due to increased salaries, publicity expense, 
telephone and telegrams, and additional expenses for 
directors meetings.
As of August 1, 1951, the association had a balance 
of $8,246.03.
In recent years the membership of the association has 
given more emphasis to the professional aspect of the 
program and less to personal benefits. Good public rela­
tions has always been recognized as vital to the program 
of vocational agriculture by the association. In 1948, 
when the Vocational Agriculture Teachers’ Association of 
Texas employed an executive secretary, they set up ob­
jectives for publicity, but the program developed very 
slowly for the period from 1948 to 1951. The time was 
spent more in getting acquainted with the newspaper and 
radio people of the state than anything else. The best 
methods of securing publicity in local and state papers 
were discussed at the teachers conferences.
In August, 1951 the board of directors met and set 
up a program for the executive secretary to follow in 
putting on a publicity program for the vocational agri­
culture program. A file was set up containing the name 
of each newspaper in the state, along with the address, 
the editor, and the circulation. An addressograph was 
made with the same information. After preparing this 
material, the executive committee instructed the execu­
tive secretary to hold press and. radio dinners at each 
of the major livestock shows in Texas. This was done in 
Houston, San Antonio, and Fort Worth. At each place 
members of the press and radio were invited to a steak 
dinner, after which the executive secreary offered his 
services and those of the Vocational Agriculture Teachers' 
Association of Texas in assisting members of the press and 
radio to secure information on Future Farmer entries and 
winners in the show.
The Future Farmers and their local advisers received 
quite a coverage during this first year of operation.
Due to the success the publicity program had in this 
venture, the State Adviser of the Future Farmers of 
America asked the association to handle the publicity 
program for the State Future Farmer Convention, which 
was held in Dallas on July 16-18, 1952. The associa­
tion, having the facilities to handle this publicity, 
prepared and sent out to the newspapers 5,277 news re­
leases on the convention, 1,897 pictures and 369 re­
leases and pictures of individual Future Farmers who 
received awards at the convention. From information 
received from members of the publicity committee who 
were on the staffs of the leading newspapers, magazines, 
and radio stations of the state, the program handled by 
the association was very effective.
The experience gained by the association through these 
contacts in the past four years should make the Vocational 
Agriculture Teachers’ Association one of the most valuable 
offices in the state for teachers of agriculture and their 
program. The program will be Improved from year to year.
A card file was prepared in the state office for each 
member of the association. This file contains the name, 
area, address, telephone number, city, county and number 
of years' teaching experience in vocational agriculture. 
This file also contained the name of his local newspaper 
and his military record.
In 1952 in conjunction with the publicity campaign, 
the excutive secretary called on one of the leading 
engravers of the state and secured a special price for 
making cuts and mats for the teachers of vocational agri­
culture and has attempted to secure a mat for each teacher 
so that when the Teacher is recognized for something out­
standing, a story along with a picture can be immediately 
released to the teacher's local newspaper.
• ■ • • • • • • *
The publicity committee of the association has made a 
study of a publicity program for the local teacher and 
through the organization and the executive secretary has 
encouraged the local teacher of vocational agriculture to 
publicize the program that is being carried on by the 
Future Farmers in the community. In the past, the teachers 
have been very modest and in many cases have failed to re­
ceive due publicity for this one reason. But, it has been 
noted in a study made by the Vocational Agriculture Teacher 
Association that this situation is rapidly being corrected, 
in that the teacher feels that a good publicity program is 
as much a part of his program as any other phase of his 
work.
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The Vocational Agriculture Teachers’ Association has 
recognized the importance of adult education as a vital 
part of the program of agricultural education and has 
encouraged the membership to develop a good program of 
this kind.
The activities of the association indicate that in the 
early years of the association the major emphasis was 
placed upon personal interest benefits for the membership. 
Through the years these benefits have been improved and 
broadened until the membership, through cooperative effort, 
saves several times the amount of annual dues. The organi­
zation of an automobile insurance company which paid to 
each policy holder a thirty-five per cent dividend in 1951 
is a good example.
The association has a true group hospitalization insur­
ance policy written specifically to fit the needs of the 
membership. Each policy carries $1,500 worth of life in­
surance for $1.00 per month. The members are high in their 
praise of this insurance as is indicated by almost complete 
absence of complaints in settling claims. This insurance 
account is handled through the office of the association. 
Each member signs twelve postdated checks, one for each 
month, and they are placed in his folder and deposited as 
the Insurance is due each month.
Each member Is Issued a card from the Firestone Rubber 
Company which entitles the holder to purchase any item in 
a Firestone Store at a special price.
The association has spent much time, effort, and money 
in recent years trying to secure civil service retirement 
for teachers of vocational agriculture. They recognize 
that this will require national legislation as well as 
support from most of the states. Much progress has been 
made in this respect and a majority of state teaeher 
organizations has. indicated support. A tentative bill 
has been written and distributed to the various states 
for study and corrections. When enough support is gained 
and the time is opportune, this bill will be introduced.5
The program of the association has continued to expand, but 
no significant changes requiring comment have occurred since Mr. 
Williams completed his study.
5Ibld., pp. 69-76.
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A complete list of the officers and directors of The Vocational 
Agriculture Teachers' Association of Texas, by years, has been provided, 
in Appendix X. The lists through 1951-52 are taken from Mr. Williams' 
study. The later lists were provided by the executive secretary of the 
associat ion.
CHAPTER IX
BIOGRAPHIES OF EARLY LEADERS
The success or failure of educational programs may be traced 
largely to the quality of leadership, especially the leadership pro­
vided In the early stages. The Texas program of vocational agricul­
ture has been fortunate In securing excellent leadership from dedi­
cated men who were keenly aware of their unique responsibilities.
Early leaders have been arbitrarily defined as those Individuals oc­
cupying responsible positions in agricultural education during the first 
decade, 1917-1927. It was not possible to secure detailed information 
about all the men in the group, because several are no longer living 
and others could not be located.
The first State Director of Agricultural Education, J. D. 
Blackwell, deserves the honor of heading the list of early leaders, 
because he was the first man hired by the State Board for Vocational 
Education. The successful beginning of vocational agriculture In Texas 
was largely his responsibility, and many of the policies established 
under his direction have greatly Influenced the practices in use today.
Jefferson D. Blackwell was born September 15, 1885, at Blackwell, 
Missouri, and lived on a general stock farm for twenty-one years- He 
attended high sehool at Cape Normal School, Cape Girardeau, Missouri,
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and graduated in July, 1910. He was awarded the Bachelor of Science 
Degree at the University of Missouri in 1914; received the Master of 
Arts Degree from Teachers College, Columbia University, in 1923; and 
the Doctor of Philosophy Degree from the John Hopkins University in 
1929.
Dr. Blackwell has held the following responsible positions: 
Associate Professor of Agricultural Education at Texas Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, September, 1914, to June, 1917; state Director 
of Agricultural Education in Texas from September, 1917, to June, 1920; 
State Director of Agricultural Education in Pennsylvania from October* 
1920, to July, 1923; State Director of Vocational Education in Maryland, 
July, 1923, to April, 1935; President of Maryland Teachers College, 
Salisbury, Maryland, April, 1935, to July, 1955; and Director of Admis­
sions at the University of Maryland from October, 1955, to the present.
Dr. Blackwell was author and co-author of many bulletins pub­
lished by the Texas State Board for Vocational Education. The title 
of his dissertation was, "Administration and Supervision of Vocational 
Education in Maryland."
Dr. Blackwell has been an active member of the American Associa­
tion of School Administrators, and the Association of State Directors 
of Vocational Education and served as president of the latter associa­
tion for one year. He served as State Adviser of the Maryland Associa­
tion of the Future Farmers of America in 1928.
Dr. Blackwell is a Rotarlan and a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, and was a Ruling Elder in the church at Salisbury, Maryland,
340
from 1935 to 1955. He has been a Ruling Elder In the church at Towson, 
Maryland, since 1956.
Raymond George Brassier was born March 7, 1887, at Halifax, 
Pennsylvania. He attended the Cumberland Valley State Normal School 
of Pennsylvania In 1904, and received the Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Valparaiso In 1908. He was awarded the Master of Arts degree at 
Wofford In 1910, and the Bachelor of Science degree from the Agricul­
tural and Mechanical College of Texas In 1917. He received the Master 
of Science degree from the University of Wisconsin In 1918, and attended 
graduate school at Columbia University during 1926-27. In 1932 he re­
ceived the LL.D. from Northwestern, and the Doctor of Education from 
Rhode Island College of Education.
Dr. Bresaler's active career included the following positions: 
taught in a rural school during 1904-05; grade school principal in 
Pennsylvania, 1905-06; director of physical education at Wofford 
College, 1908-1910; Assistant Professor of English and public speaking 
at the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, 1910-1915; 
director of Inter-scholastic athletics and head of the Department of 
Rural Education, Texas State Department of Public Instruction, 1917- 
18; Professor of Rural Economics and Sociology, director of short 
courses and counselor of disabled veterans, Pennsylvania State College,
1918-1922, Dean and Director of Instruction in the School of Agricul­
ture, 1922-1927; Deputy Secretary of Agriculture for the State of 
Pennsylvania, 1927-1931; President of Rhode Island State College, 
1931-1941; Director of Rhode Island's State Department of Agriculture
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and Conservation, 1941 until his death in 1948.
Dr. Bressler was an active member in Phi Kappa Phi, Gamma 
Sigma Delta, and Alpha Zeta.1
Charles Louis Davis was born in Smyrna, Tennessee, about 1881, 
and lived on a farm until twenty years of age. He graduated with a
B.S.A. degree at the University of Tennessee in 1905, and was a 
graduate student at Iowa State College of Agriculture in 1905-06. He 
received the Master of Science degree at the University of Wisconsin 
in 1913.
Mr. Davis held the following positions during his active 
career: worked with an agricultural experiment station during the
summers, 1902 to 1906 (location unknown); managed a 300 acre school 
farm (date and location unknown); taught one year in a rural ungraded 
school (date and location unknown); teacher of agriculture for two 
years in a district agricultural school (date and location unknown); 
head of the Department of Agriculture, North Texas State Normal College, 
1909 to January 1, 1919; Assistant State Supervisor of Agricultural 
Education, January 1', 1919, to September 1, 1919; State Supervisor 
of Agricultural Education, September 1, 1919, to August 10, 1920;
State Director of Agricultural Education, August 10, 1920, to April 
1, 1933. After leaving the field of Agricultural Education, Mr. Davis
-̂-Leaders in Education (Lancaster. Pa.: Scienca Press, 1948);
third edition, p. 121.
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gran a retail feed store in Austin until he died, date unknown,
(Note: Mrs. C. L. Davis is presently living in Austin, Texas.
A personal data blank was mailed to her in an attempt to collect data 
about Mr. Davis. About six weeks later she was contacted by telephone, 
and did not offer to provide any information about her late husband,
C. L. Davis. It was later determined that Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Davis 
were divorced several years before his death.)
Samuel Calhoun Wilson was born February 5, 1877, near Hunts­
ville. He spent his boyhood on a farm, which his ancestors obtained 
as a Spanish grant, and attended the public schools of Huntsville.
Mr. Wilson was a graduate of Sam Houston Normal Institute, and he did 
graduate work at Peabody College, the University of Texas, and the 
University of Chicago.
Mr. Wilson taught in the publie schools of Walker County for 
four years, and in 1902 he was elected County School Superintendent 
of Walker County. He served as County School Superintendent until he 
Joined the faculty of the Sam Houston Normal Institute in 1909. Mr. 
Wilson organized the agricultural curriculum at the Institute, and he 
served as department head until his death October 21, 1939. During 
World War I he served in an administrative position with the United 
States Department of Agriculture.
^Texas Educational Survey Report. Vocatlonal Education (Austin, 
Texas: Texas Educational Survey Commission, 1924), Vol. VII, pp. 29-30; 
Minutes. State Board for Vocational Education. Austin, Texas: Texas
Education Agency, Jan. 1, 1919 to March 14, 1933. Personal interview 
with J. J. Brown, Director of Vocational Rehabilitation, Texas Educa­
tion Agency, Austin, Texas, Feb. 20, 1957.
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Mr. Wilson was an active member of several state and national 
educational organizations. He held life memberships in the Texas 
Vocational Association and the American Vocational Association, and 
served as president of the Texas Vocational Association for one term.
At one time he was chairman of the Rural-Urban Relations and Planning 
Committee of the East Texas Chamber of Commerce.
S. C. Wilson gave freely of his time and talents to the civic,
social, and religious activities I n his community. He helped organize 
and was the first president of the Rotary Club of Huntsville. For a 
number of years he was a member of the City Council, and at one time 
was mayor pro-tempore. He was a member of the Board of Stewards of 
the Methodist Church, and an executive committee member of the American
Red Cross. He was a Mason, a Shriner, and a past commander of the
Knights Templar.
It was largely through the efforts of S. C. Wilson that the
State Board for Vocational Education approved Sam Houston Normal In-
3stitute for teacher-training in agriculture on December 10, 1919.
Three of the first twenty-eight white teachers of vocational agricul­
ture in Texas were former students of Mr. Wilson, even though his de­
partment was not approved until the latter part of 1919. Those men 
were S. V. Perrittee, Nat; C. T. Sims, Grapeland; and J. L. Watson, 
Tuleta. During the period of his teacher-training career, S. C. Wilson, 
had a part In training more prospective teachers of vocational agricul­
ture than any other teacher-trainer in Texas. Two of his former
^Minutes. State Board for Vocational Education, Austin, Texas, 
December 10, 1919.
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students, Robert A. Manlre and George H. Hurt have served as state 
Director of Agricultural Education. Vannoy Stewart, another former 
student of Mr. Wilson, served for several years as State Adviser of 
the Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America. Several of 
the men that S. C. Wilson trained have served, and are still serving, 
as area supervisors of vocational agriculture. There is an additional 
group of men, engaged in teacher-training in agriculture, that received 
undergraduate training in the classes of S. G. Wilson.
Shortly after his death, a colleague, Dr. F. A. McCrary, wrote, 
"The same esteem and confidence in which he was held, and the fact 
that longer than anyone else in Texas he has been engaged in this field 
of educational endeavor, has earned for him the sobriquet, ’the father
of vocational agriculture in Texas.’”
Nugent Edmund Fitzgerald was born April 18, 1891, at Gerald, 
Missouri. He spent seventeen years on a general farm and assisted with 
the chores commonly found on a general farm in the locality.
Mr. Fitzgerald attended a private high school for two years at 
Owensville, Missouri, and completed his high school education at state 
Normal School, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, in 1909. He was awarded the
B. Pd. degree at Southeast Missouri State Normal School in 1912, a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Education at the University of Missouri 
in 1915, and the Bachelor of Science degree in Agriculture from the
same university in 1917. He received the Master of science degree with
a major in Rural Education, from Cornell University in 1926. Mr. 
Fitzgerald attended Ohio State University in 1929 and several following
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summer sessions. He also attended the University of Kentucky during 
the summer session of 1930.
Mr. Fitzgerald taught in the ungraded public elementary school 
at Union, Missouri, during 1909-10. He taught English and history at 
Potosl High School, Potosi, Missouri, during 1912-13. He was an In­
structor in Agriculture at Southwest Missouri State Teachers College, 
Springfield, during the summer sessions of 1915 and 1917. Mr. Fitz­
gerald was an Instructor In Agricultural Education at the University 
of Texas from 1915 to 1918, and an Associate Professor of Agricultural 
Education at the Agricultural and. Mechanical College of Texas, 1918-19. 
In 1919 Mr. Fitzgerald went to the University of Tennessee as Head of 
the Department of Agricultural Education and continued in the position 
until 1943. Since 1943 he has been Dean of the College of Education 
at the University of Tennessee.
Mr. Fitzgerald wrote Outline for Teaching Horticulture in the 
High School, 1921, which was published by the Tennessee State Board for 
Vocational Education. He was co-author of Farm Practice Accounts. 1931, 
Webster Publishing Company, St. Louis, Missouri.
Dean Fitzgerald holds life memberships in the American Vocational 
Association and the National Education Association. He also maintains 
memberships in the following organizations: Tennessee Vocational Asso­
ciation, American Association of School Administrators, Phi Delta Kappa, 
Phi Kappa Phi, and Alpha Tau Alpha.
The Future Farmers of Tennessee presented Dean Fitzgerald with 
the Honorary State Farmer degree in 1931, and the Tennessee teachers of 
vocational agriculture presented him with a life membership in the
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American Vocational Association in 1938. He was editor of the agri­
cultural education section of the Vocational Education Magazine from 
1923 to 1925. He also served as editor of the agricultural education 
section of the Amerlean Vocational AssoclatIon Journal from 1938 to 
1942. Dean Fitzgerald has been a member of the Tennessee Conservation 
Commission since 1950, and he has been listed In Who1s Who In Amerlea 
since 1950.
Dean Fitzgerald Is a member of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and an active member of the Klwanlas Club. He 
has served one term as president of the Klwanlas Club, and has been on 
the board for several years.
There are two accomplishments which Dean Fitzgerald cherishes 
because he was a member of the groups that developed them. These were 
first, the development of the "farmer's Job" as the basis for teaching, 
and second, the development of supervised farming programs for students 
of vocational agriculture rather than the project idea practiced in 
other regions.
William Mile Elam was born January 27, 1890, at a place he 
designated as sixteen miles west of Gatesville, Texas. He spent twenty- 
six years on a livestock and feed producing farm in partnership with 
two brothers.
Mr. Elam graduated from Liberty Rural High School in 1908. He 
enrolled In the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas in 1913, 
and received the Bachelor of Science degree in 1917. He received the 
Master of Science degree from Colorado Agricultural College in 1928,
347
and attended the University of Texas Intermittlngly from 1932 to 1936*
In the field of public education, Mr. Elam has held the follow­
ing positions: teacher In the one room rural schools of Hamilton
County, 1908-1912; teacher of science and agriculture at St. Edwards 
College, Austin, September, 1917, to February, 1918; teacher of voca­
tional agriculture in Austin Public Schools, February, 1918, to August, 
1918; teacher of vocational agriculture at Granger, 1918 to 1921; from 
1921 to 1923 he taught vocational agriculture at both Granger and 
Bartlett; taught vocational agriculture at Taylor, 1923 to 1936; while 
teaching at Taylor, Mr. Elam served as a half-day district supervisor 
for vocational agriculture for the Taylor District, 1928 to 1936; and 
in 1936 Mr. Elam joined the United States Office of Education, Voca­
tional Division, Agricultural Education Branch, as a Federal Agent in 
Agricultural Education. At the present time he has the title of Pro­
gram Specialist, and supervises agricultural education in seventeen 
states for the Negro secondary sehools and colleges.
Mr. Elam has written several publications for the United States 
Office of Education. They are the following: Agriculture, civilian
Conservation Corps, Vocational Series, Number 1, 1935; Soil Conserva­
tion. Vocational Series, Number 14, 1935; Carpentry. Vocational Series, 
Number 4, 1935; Farm Families Can Feed Themselves. 1942; Better Homes 
for Farm Families. 1947; and Guiding High Schoo1 Students of Vocational 
Agriculture In Farming Programs. Vocational Division Bulletin Number 
254, 1954.
Mr. Elam has been a member of the American Vocational Associa­
tion from 1920 until the present, and he was Executive Secretary of
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the Texas Vocational Association, 1934-1936. In 1928 and again in 
1932, Mr. Elam was selected as the Master Teacher of Vocational Agri­
culture in Texas. Since 1942 he has served as National Administration 
Executive Secretary of the New Farmers of America.
From 1923 to 1936 Mr. Siam was an active member of the First 
Methodist Church of Taylor, and served as a member of the Board of 
Stewards. In 1936 he became a member of the Northmlnster Presbyterian 
Church, Washington, D. C., and has been a member of the Board of 
Deacons and Elders.
Mr. Elam points with pride to two major accomplishments he has 
achieved in the program of agricultural education in the Negro schools 
of seventeen states; namely, strengthening the New Farmers of America 
program from 500 members to 4,600 members, during the past twenty years; 
improving the quality of teaching in the Negro schools by stimulating 
the nineteen Negro Agriculture Colleges to increase their staff members 
in technical agriculture from forty to 250, and the number of Negro 
teacher trainers and supervisors have been Increased from twenty-one 
to forty-two during the past twenty years.
James Herbert Hinds was born September 14, 1893, at Bullard, 
Texas, where he spent seventeen years on a cotton and truck farm. He 
graduated from Bullerd High School in the spring of 1910 and entered 
Texas Agricultural and. Mechanical College the following fall. In 1912 
he transferred to the University of Texas where he received the Bachelor 
of Science degree in 1917. Mr. Hinds returned to the Agricultural and 
Mechanical College for his graduate work, and received the Master of
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Science degree In June, 1924.
J. H. Hinds began his teaching career at Pleasanton High School 
in 1915 as high school principal, coach, and teacher of agriculture.
Mr. Hinds served for one year,' 1917-18, as coach and teacher of agri­
culture at Masonic Orphans Home, Ft. Worth. On July 1, 1918, he ac­
cepted a position as teacher of vocational agriculture in the South 
Park High School, Beaumont, Texas. Governor W. P. Hobby appointed Mr. 
Hinds as Assistant Director of Agricultural Education on September 6, 
1919, with the understanding that the appointment was to be ratified 
at the next meeting of the State: Board, for Vocational Education. In 
1923 when Dr. A. W. Birdwell, president of the recently founded Stephen 
F. Austin State Teachers College, was selecting a faculty for the 
college at Nacogdoches, he selected J. H. Hinds as head of the agricul­
ture department. Mr. Hinds continued as department head until September, 
1943; at which time he took a leave of absence to join the United. States 
Army. He was sent to an Allied Military Government Officers’ Training 
School at Harvard University. Captain Hinds was stationed In Bxeter, 
England, from January 15, 1944, until his. death June 4, 1944. Mr.
Hinds was burled at Cambridge, England, in the United states of America 
World War II Cemetery.
J. H. (Jimmy) Hinds was respected and loved by all who knew him. 
He loved people, and dedicated his life to helping his fellow man 
through education. Mr. Hinds was active in the religious and civic 
affairs of the community in which he lived. He was a member of the 
Methodist Church and served as a Steward and Sunday School teacher.
He was an active member of the Boosters Club, Rotary Club, and the
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Country Club. At one time or another he served as president of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Nacogdoches County Fair Association, and the 
Nacogdoches Poultry Breeders Association. Mr. Hinds originated the 
Teachers College Livestock Judging Contest at the Fort Worth Livestock 
Shows, and served as director for twelve years.
Mr. Hinds never lost interest in sports. After coming to Stephen 
F. Austin he served as track coach for eight years, and he was chairman 
of the athletic council for twelve years.
Mr. Hinas set up one goal for the Agricultural Department at 
Stephen F. Austin State Teachers College that was not realized in his 
lifetime. He made a strong bid to get the department approved for 
training teachers of vocational agriculture in 1938. However, the 
plans he laid and the facilities he established were very helpful in 
getting the department ready for approval in 1950.
Jesse Blake Rutland was born in Fredonia, Alabama, March 2,
1888, and lived on a farm for twenty-nine years. Mr. Rutland attended 
school in West Point, Georgia, and went to college after finishing the 
eighth grade. Mr. Rutland received the B.S. Degree from Alabama Poly­
technic Institute, Auburn, Alabama, in 1910; and the M.S. Degree from 
Cornell University in 1928. Also he did graduate work at the Univer­
sity of Texas.
Mr. Rutland has. held the following positions in the field of 
public education: Teacher of Agriculture, St. Martinsville, Louisiana,
January 1, 1911, to June 1, 1911; Professor of Agronomy, University of 
Florida, September 1, 1911, to June 1, 1918; Principal of Rural School,
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?ioolsey, Georgia, September 1, 1912, to December 20, 1912; teacher of 
Agriculture in high school, Marshall, Texas, January 1, 1913, to June 
1, 1915; teacher of science, Britton's Training School, Cisco, Texas, 
September 1, 1915, to June 1, 1916; Principal and Science teacher, 
Ozona, Texas, September 1, 1916, to June 1, 1918; teacher of Vocational 
Agriculture, Hamilton, Alabama, July 1, 1918, to October 18, 1920;
State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture, Austin, Texas, October 20, 
1920, to July 1, 1946; State Director of Negro Education and State 
Director of Resource-Use Education, Austin, Texas, July 1, 1946, to 
September 1, 1950; State Consultant in Education for Negroes and Re­
source-Use Education, Austin, Texas, September 1, 1950, to September 
1, 1955; and State Consultant in Resource-Use Education and Consultant 
in Curriculum Development Division, Austin, Texas, September 1, 1955, 
to the present time.
Mr. Rutland has been a member of the Texas State Teacher 
Association from 1921 to 1957. He joined the American Vocational 
Association in 1925 and holds a life membership in the organization.
He was initiated into Phi Delta Kappa in 1928, and holds a life member­
ship in that fraternity. Mr. Rutland has been a member of Texas Acad­
emy of Science since 1949, and since 1950 he has been a member of the 
National Education Association. Mr. Rutland was president of Texas 
Vocational Association in 1931-32. He was State Adviser for the Texas 
Association of the Future Farmers of America from 1931 to 1946. Mr. 
Rutland was awarded the Honorary Lone Star Farmer Degree in 1932, and 
the Honorary American Farmer Degree in 1939.
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Mr. Rutland. Is a member of the Methodist Church and is serving 
on the Board of Stewards of the First Methodist Church, Austin, Texas. 
He has been active in Boy Scout work, and has served in the capacity 
of Scout Master.
J. B. Rutland takes pride in two accomplishments in which he 
had a leading role; namely, the growth and development of vocational 
agriculture in the public schools of Texas from 1920 to 1946, and the 
development of the Texas Association of Future Farmers of America to 
the number one state organization of the nation in 1939.
Joseph Joshua Brown was born March 31, 1890, at Cherokee, San 
Saba County, Texas. He lived on a ranch until seventeen years of age, 
and graduated from Cherokee High school in 1907. Mr. Brown was awarded 
the B.S. degree at Texas A.& M. College in 1912, and in 1926 he re­
ceived the Master of Science Degree from the same Institution. Mr. 
Brown has been enrolled in special courses at the University of T ex a s  
and San Jose State College, San Jose, California.
Mr. Brown's employment record is as follows: Teacher of Agri­
culture and Manual Training, Moore, Texas, September, 1912, to June, 
1914; from September, 1914, to April, 1917, he was engaged in bringing 
cattle out of Mexico for the D. F. White Cattle Commission Company of 
El Paso, Texas; from November, 1917, to October, 1919, he served as a 
First Lieutenant in the United States Coast Artillery Corps; Superin­
tendent of Schools, Locker School, Georgetown, Texas, from September, 
1915, to April, 1917; Teacher of Vocational Agriculture, Huckaby, Texas, 
from November, 1919, to August, 1921; Teacher of Vocational Agriculture
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at Bud a, Texas,, from August, 1921, to September, 1923; Supervisor of 
Vocational Agriculture, Austin, Texas, from September, 1923, to 
September, 1929; and Director of Vocational Rehabilitation, Austin, 
Texas, from September, 1929, to the present time.
In 1922, Mr. Brown prepared a yearly plan of work for the voca­
tional classes at Buda, and the plan was printed in a bulletin published 
by the Texas State Board for Vocational Education. Mr. Brown’s tech­
nique in preparing the yearly program represented the first change of 
such plans since the guide was prepared by Mr. Blackwell In 1918.
J, J. Brown maintains membership in the following professional 
organizations: National Rehabilitation Association, Texas Rehabilita­
tion Association, Texas Tuberculosis Association, Texas Conference of 
Social Workers, Texas Mental Health Association, State Teachers Associ­
ation, Texas Association for Crippled Children, and the International 
Society for Crippled Children. He was elected president of the National 
Rehabilitation Association in 1951. Also he received the Citation of 
Merit from the same association in 1956.
Mr. Brown is active in the following organizations: State
Mineral Society of Texas, Texas Bird Breeders and Fanciers Association, 
American Legion, Sons of Confederate Revolution, Capital City Bird 
Club, North Texas Cage Bird Association, San Antonio Budgerigar Asso­
ciation, English Budgie Society, London, England, Texas Federation of 
Mineral Societies, Austin Gem and Mineral society, and Lapidary Arts 
Guild of Austin. Mr. Brown is a Mason and a member of the'First 
Methodist Church, Austin, Texas.
354
Elmer Rosa Alexander was born October 3, 1888, at Bridgeport, 
Texas. He lived on a farm Cor seventeen years. After finishing ten 
grades in the Bridgeport Public School he entered Decatur Baptist 
College for one year, 1908-1909. Mr. Alexander attended Baylor Uni­
versity intermittlngly from 1911-1919 where he received the B.A.
Degree. During the time he was teaching at Texas A. & M. College he 
earned the B.S. and M.S. Degrees at that institution, the latter being 
awarded in August, 1923. Mr. Alexander attended Iowa State College for 
six weeks In 1926, and the University of Texas for six weeks in 1929.
He holds the First Grade and the Permanent Teaching Certificates.
The positions that Mr. Alexander has held in public schools and 
higher education are as follows: high school teacher, West, 'Texas,
March 1, 1914, to May, 1915; high school principal, West, Texas,
September 1, 1915, to May, 1918; superintendent of schools, West,
Texas, September 1, 1918, to August 31, 1919; associate professor,
Texas A. & M. College, September 1, 1919, to May 31, 1921; teacher of 
vocational agriculture, Brazos County Rural Schools, September 1, 1921, 
to June 30, 1922; teacher of vocational agriculture, A. & M. Consoli­
dated High School, September 1, 1922, to August 31, 1923; assistant 
professor, associate professor, and professor of Agricultural Educa­
tion, Texas A. & M. College, September 1, 1923, to August 31, 1935;
Head of Department of Agricultural Education, Texas A. & M. College, 
September 1, 1935, to March 30, 1953 (on leave to USDA, Washington, D.C., 
from June 1, 1938, to August 31, 1939). After retirement Mr. Alexander 
was associated with an Insurance company, but at the present time he is 
manager of the Central Texas Loan Company, Bryan, Texas.
355
Mr. Alexander wrote the chapter on cotton In Southern Field 
Crops. Lipplncott Publishing Company, 1929. He has written numerous 
articles for such magazines as, The Agricultural Education Magazine. 
Farm and Ranch, and The Progresslve Farmer.
The Future Farmers of Texas elected Mr. Alexander as their 
first Adviser in 1929, and he served in the position until 1931. He 
founded the Future Farmer News in 1929 and was editor for two years.
He also originated the Certificate of Merit and established the office 
of Parliamentarian in the FFA.
E. R. Alexander was an active member in the Texas Vocational 
Association, the Agricultural Division of the Texas State Teachers 
Association, and the American Vocational Association. He hold a life 
membership in the latter association. He was awarded the Honorary Lone 
Star Farmer Degree in 1934 and the Honorary American Farmer Degree in 
1952. He has been a member of the State Teacher Certification Board 
from the time it was organized until recently. Mr. Alexander has been 
an active layman in church and Sunday school work.
When Mr, Alexander retired in 1953, a host of friends through­
out the state attended a testimonial dinner given in his honor.
Daniel Cobb McIntosh was born October 16, 1882, in Greene 
County, Indiana, and lived on a farm for twenty-six years. He gradu­
ated from high school at Worthington, Indiana, in 1902. He holds the 
B*S. Degree from Iowa State College; the A.B., A.M., and Ph.D. Degrees 
from Indiana University; and the Ph.G, Degree from Indianapolis College 
of Pharmacy.
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Dr. McIntosh's active career Is as follows: taught In a country
school in Greene County, Indiana, from 1900 to 1903; taught in the 
Grade School of Worthington, Indiana, for one year; was principal of 
Worthington, Indiana, High School for two years; County Superintendent 
of Schools, Greene County, Indiana, for six years; spent two years in 
World War I; Superintendent of Schools and Teacher of Vocational Agri­
culture, Worthington, Indiana, from 1920-23; Teacher Trainer of Voca­
tional Agriculture, University of Minnesota 1924-25; Teacher Trainer 
of Vocational Agriculture, Texas A. & M. College from 1925 to 1928;
Head of the Department of Agricultural Education, Oklahoma A. & M. 
College from 1928 to 1942; and Dean of the Graduate school, Oklahoma 
A. & M. College from 1929 to 1953.
The title of Dr. McIntosh’s thesis was: Survey of Greene
County Independent Schools. The title of his doctoral dissertation 
was Method of Forming a Course in Vocational Agriculture for Secondary 
Schools. He has written text books for agriculture: Agriculture in
Elementary Schools, American Book Company, 1933, and Practical Agricul­
ture for High Schools, American Book Company, 1934. Dr. McIntosh also 
wrote bulletin No 7, Vocational Agriculture in Public Schools of Okla­
homa, State Board of Education, 1931.
Dr. McIntosh has membership in the following professional 
organizations: Alpha Chi Sigma, Gamma Sigma Delta, Oklahoma Educa­
tional Association, American Vocational Association, Phi Delta Kappa, 
and a life membership in the National Education Association. He has 
been presented several honorary degrees by the Oklahoma Association of 
the Future Farmers of America.
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Dr. McIntosh has taken an active part in the work of the 
Christian Church wherever he resided. He has served his church in 
the capacity of Elder, Treasurer, and Chairman of the Board. He was 
active in civic organizations; such as, the Chamber of Commerce, Com­
munity Chest, Youth Recreational Program, and was Chairman of the Okla­
homa Committee on Education of Negroes in Colleges and Universities.
One of Dr. McIntosh's chief interest has been vocational educa­
tion and graduate education for Negroes in the South.
CHAPTER X
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The teaching of agriculture was Introduced In the public schools 
of Texas in*1903, and in 1907 the State Legislature enacted a law re­
quiring the teaching of elementary agriculture in all public schools 
with less than 300 scholastics. Legislation was passed in 1909 making 
it mandatory for teacher training in elementary agriculture to be pro­
vided in designated Texas colleges and normal schools. The following 
colleges and normal schools initiated programs: Texas University,
summer session, 1909; Sam Houston Normal Institute, 1909-10; Southwest 
Texas Normal College, 1909-10; North Texas State Normal College, 1909- 
10; College of Industrial Arts, summer, 1910; and Texas Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, 1913-14.
The State Legislature of Texas was In session when the Smith- 
Hughes Act was passed February 23, 1917, and it accepted the provisions 
and benefits of the Act on June 15, 1917. J. D. Blackwell assumed the 
duties of State Director of Agricultural Education on September 1, 1917, 
and submitted a state plan for vocational agriculture, which was ap­
proved by the Federal Board for Vocational Education on October 18,
1917. Mr. Blackwell sent application blanks for departments of voca­
tional agriculture to every city superintendent and town principal of 
the public schools of Texas during October, 1917. Only forty applica­
tions for departments of agriculture were returned. The State Board
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of Education met on December 1, 1917, and approved the applications of 
Corsicana State Orphans' Home, Hillsboro, Penelope, Tuleta, and Yancy. 
By the close of the school year 1917-18 thirty-two departments of voca­
tional agriculture, twenty-eight white and four Negro, were in opera­
tion. Twenty-one of the first twenty-eight white departments of voca­
tional agriculture were discontinued after 1917-18.
The first classes of vocational agriculture met for three hours 
each day. In those schools where a two year program of vocational ag­
riculture was offered, first and second year agriculture were taught 
alternate years, and the students were combined. The first year's work 
in vocational agriculture was devoted to instruction in Plant Produc­
tion; second year, Animal Production; third year, Horticulture; and 
fourth year, Farm Management. Daily lesson plans and laboratory exer­
cises were prepared for teachers of vocational agriculture by the state 
Director of Agricultural Education. The material covered in class was 
very technical in nature and was not related very closely to the stu­
dent's home farm problems.
The changes in classroom teaching procedure began about 1920 
with a revision of the project study outlines prepared under the super­
vision of the new state director, C. L. Davis. The outlines took into 
consideration the problems of the students and their home farms. A new 
concept of annual teaching plans was introduced in 1922-23 by J. J. 
Brown, teacher of vocational agriculture at Buda and Goforth schools. 
The basic principles and techniques for building a long-time program 
and annual teaching plans were introduced in Texas during the summer
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of 1925 by Dr. D. C. McIntosh. The principles and techniques of Dr. 
McIntosh’s plan have been slightly modified, but essentially they are 
the same today as when first introduced in .1925.
The early leaders of vocational agriculture realized that the 
program was needed most by the boys living on the farms, but many of 
the farm boys were attending small rural high schools that were unable 
to support a department of vocational agriculture. The needs of small 
rural high schools were met by organizing teacher circuits in 1920-21; 
the practice is still being followed to a limited extent. The first 
circuits were composed of a minimum of three schools located close to­
gether on all-weather roads, but the present day circuits are organized 
with only two neighboring schools.
The Day-Unlt program was designed to provide vocational agri­
cultural instruction for farm boys attending small rural schools not 
served by the all-day program. The plan in Texas called for a teacher 
of vocational agriculture to visit the neighboring small school once 
each week, and to conduct a class for a minimum of ninety minutes.
The first day-unit class was reported in 1925-26, and the last class 
was reported in 1941-42.
The curriculum of vocational agriculture was made more attrac­
tive to many farm boys about 1920 with the inclusion of instruction 
in farm shop work. In the beginning the instruction was limited 
largely to wood work, but by 1926 the program had been expanded to in­
clude harness, soldering, painting, concrete, farm machinery, and auto 
mechanics. The continual trend toward mechanized farming has greatly
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Increased the importance of instruction in farm mechanics.
The State Judging Contests for students of vocational agricul­
ture began in 1919-20 with one event, livestock judging. By 1930-31 
the following additional events had been added: dairy cattle judging,
poultry judging, farm shop, entomology, and soil conservation. From 
1934 to 1941 state contests in meat identification and milk judging 
were held for students of vocational agriculture at the Southwestern 
Exposition and Fat Stock Show. All state judging contests were sus­
pended from 1941 to 1948 because of restricted travel during World 
War II. Since 1948 the state Judging contests have included the 
following events: dairy cattle, dairy products, livestock, and meat
Identification. The events are identical with those conducted on a 
national basis for the Future Farmers of America. The state judging 
contests have always been held at the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College in April or May.
Annual teachers1 conferences have been the method most frequently 
used to provide in-service training for Texas teachers of vocational ag­
riculture. From 1918 through 1929 the annual teachers1 conferences 
were held on a state-wide basis, and from 1930-36 the conferences were 
held for each district or area in the state. No standard procedures 
have been established in Texas for conducting these conferences, but 
they have been planned in such a manner that teachers can be briefed 
on new policies or changes in the program, informed of the latest de­
velopments in technical agriculture, and given opportunities to discuss 
local problems with state officials and colleagues.
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Robert A. Manlre, State Director of Agricultural Education, 
began in 1940-41 the practice of holding state staff conferences of 
all the supervisors, teacher trainers and one teacher of vocational 
agriculture from each area. The group devotes the greater part of its 
time to an open discussion of pending future problems confronting the 
state program of vocational agriculture. Teacher representatives on 
the staff render a valuable service by presenting the problems of their 
fellow teachers. The state staff rarely adopts a new policy before 
the teacher representatives have had an opportunity to discuss the 
situation thoroughly with the teachers in their respective areas. 
Primarily the state staff attempts to plan the policies which will 
insure the future welfare of vocational agriculture.
For some unknown reason, the State Board for Vocational Educa­
tion did not formulate any definite policies governing the number of 
students necessary to establish and maintain a department of vocational 
agriculture until 1954. The policies adopted by the board required a 
minimum of thirty students, enrolled in two classes, before a school 
was eligible to apply for a teacher unit in vocational agriculture. 
Established departments must maintain a minimum average of twenty-four 
students during the first six months of the current year to be eligible 
for re-allocation of a full unit the following year. Three-fourths and 
one half teacher units may be re-allocated to establish departments if 
the minimum number of students is maintained at eighteen and twelve 
respectively. In order to apply for the second teacher unit, a depart­
ment must enroll a minimum of seventy-six in two classes. This liberal
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policy on allocation and re-alloeatlon of teacher units enables any 
high school in Texas to offer vocational agriculture If needed and 
desired.
The basic National Vocational Education Act required that 
students of vocational agriculture carry out a supervised farming 
program for at least six months each year, supervised by the local 
teacher of vocational agriculture. Such supervisory work requires 
considerable travel by the local teacher. During 1917 to 1922, pro­
visions were made for the school districts to provide the teachers 
with the necessary conveyance. However, from 1922 to 1954 there were 
no definite published regulations covering reimbursements to teachers 
of vocational agriculture for travel expenses incurred in carrying 
out local programs of work. Apparently there was a general under­
standing among teachers and administrators that travel expenses were 
Included in the salaries of teachers of vocational agriculture. In 
1954 the state Board for Vocational Education adopted definite regula­
tions on reimbursable travel, and each local district may allocate up 
to a maximum of $850.00 annually for each teacher unit in vocational 
agriculture. The regulations have resulted in better supervisory 
work by the teachers of vocational agriculture, because they realize 
that expenses incurred in that work will be reimbursed at a fair and 
equitable rate.
There was ample Information among the records concerning the 
duties, responsibilities, and activities of the State Board for Voca­
tional Education, the State Department of Agricultural Education,
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teacher training institutions, and area supervisors. However, in the 
case of the teachers of vocational agriculture, the group responsible 
for expediting the state’s program of vocational agriculture, the 
records revealed almost no information of the local teachers' methods 
of translating policies, regulations, and training into a program of 
action. Only in rare instances have the records given an account of 
what actually took place during the routine task of teaching classes, 
holding farmers* meetings, performing demonstrations, training teams 
for contests, attending summer school, attending conferences for 
teachers, preparing for fairs and shows, planning and supervising 
students' enterprise programs, and performing countless other activi­
ties common to all local programs of vocational agriculture.
In 1928 the state's program of vocational agriculture received 
the means for motivating and publicizing Its activities when a state 
organization of the Future Farmers was established. The objectives and 
activities of the Future Farmer Association have been highly effective 
in promoting the program of vocational agriculture in Texas. In a 
sense the FFA program has become a focal point through which many 
phases of vocational agriculture have been channeled.
The growth of vocational agriculture in Texas is best indicated 
by the number of departments and students enrolled in all-day classes. 
The enrollment has increased steadily since 1917, with only two ex­
ceptional periods. Enrollment decreased during World War II, because 
a large number of teachers of vocational agriculture were drafted by 
the Armed Services. During the past two years, 1955-56 and 1956-57,
there has been a modest decrease In enrollment. The number of depart 
ments of vocational agriculture and enrollment In the all-day program 
for five year intervals, since 1917-18 follows: 1917-18, twenty-
eight departments and 408 students enrolled; 1921-22, eighty-eight de 
partments and 1,386 students enrolled; 1926-27, 158 departments and
3,510 students enrolled; 1931-32, 239 departments and 6,427 students
enrolled; 1936-37, 449 departments and 17,730 students enrolled;
1941-42, 688 departments and 28,084 students enrolled; 1946-47, 500
departments and 20,239 students enrolled; 1951-52, 902 departments
and 33,452 students enrolled; 1956-57, 907 departments and 34,739
students enrolled. The greatest number of departments of vocational 
agriculture in Texas was 907 in 1956-57, and the peak in enrollment 
was reached in 1954-55 with a total of 37,352 students.
All the major changes in the Texas all-day program 
of vocational agriculture occurred prior to 1930. The 
changes In the program since 1930 have been limited 
largely to modifications of existing practices and tech­
niques. The situation implies that one of two conditions 
exist in the present program; namely, the major changes 
of the twenties established such fundamental principles 
and procedures that only slight modifications were neces­
sary to keep them up-to-date; or the program, after 1930, 
has failed to keep pace with the revolutionary changes 
in the field of agriculture. The accelerated increase 
in the number of departments of vocational agriculture 
and all-day students enrolled after 1930, indicates the 
program was very much In demand by the high schools of 
the state, and it is sufficient evidence that the first 
condition is more logical than the latter. Nevertheless, 
a statewide educational program, as dynamic as vocational 
agriculture, which has operated for twenty-seven years 
without a single major innovation is in a favorable 
position to bbnefit from an objective evaluation.
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Therefore, it is recommended that the State Board for Voca­
tional Education secure the services of a consistent out-of-state team 
to evaluate the state’s all-day program in vocational agriculture.
I. FUTURE FARMER MOVEMENT IN TEXAS
A period of accelerated growth in number of departments and 
students of vocational agriculture began in 1934, and many of the 
program’s state leaders of that period believed the rapid expansion 
was a direct result of the Future Farmer movement in Texas. The Future 
Farmer movement began in Texas during a state conference for teachers 
of vocational agriculture in the summer of 1928; however, the state 
organization was not perfected until April 22, 1929. The Texas Asso­
ciation of the Future Farmers of America was chartered on November 2, 
1929.
A monthly Future Farmer magazine was established in September, 
1928, and the publication has been one of the most effective factors 
in the promotion of the Future Farmer movement throughout the state.
It would be Impossible to estimate the value and benefits of the 
nstgazlne to the state FFA association, but its services have been many 
and far-reaching. The magazine has been very effective in disseminating 
new ideas for leadership training and FFA activities.
Even though the FFA magazine has rendered many valuable 
services to the state association, It does not follow that 
the’full potentials of the magazine’s promotional effective­
ness have been realized. Many local FFA chapters have de­
veloped unique activities for planning and carrying but
367
local programs of work which should be shared with all 
other chapters. Greater progress In the FFA program 
would be achieved If local chapters were sufficiently 
encouraged to create richer programs and share their 
better activities and techniques rather than devising 
and competing with one another. Such a program should 
be sponsored by the state FFA association, and the state 
FFA magazine Is an Ideal medium for publicizing the 
proven activities and techniques of local FFA chapters.
It is recommended that the Texas Association of the Future 
Farmers of America make available worthwhile awards to local FFA 
chapters submitting detailed plans of one or more activities from 
their local FFA programs, or techniques for carrying out local pro­
grams, which they have found to be of greatest value to the local FFA 
programs. It is further recommended that the winning activities and 
techniques submitted be published in the state FFA magazine.
State FFA conventions have been held annually since 1929, 
except for the war years, 1942-1945. The conventions have been well 
attended by the FFA members, and the proceedings have been Inspiring 
to those in attendance. Active participation In the convention Is 
limited to state officers, committee members, and official delegates. 
Such participation Is valuable leadership.training for the small number 
actively engaged in conducting the convention.
Leadership training which is provided by participation 
in FFA conventions could be increased ten-fold in Texas 
by encouraging each area to hold an annual FFA convention 
prior to the state FFA convention. Area conventions would 
also provide needed training for the members responsible 
for conducting the state conventions.
It is recommended that a study be made to determine If the 
quality and quantity of leadership training available in area FFA
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conventions would justify the means. The state FFA conventions have : 
reached such proportions in attendance that only the larger cities of 
Texas are considered for convention sites. Probably the area conven­
tion plan would relieve the problems inherent in excessive attendance 
of members at state conventions.
Leadership training in local FFA chapters of Texas has been 
provided by a variety of activities; such as, degree advancement of 
members, parent and student banquets, and state-wide leadership con­
tests. FFA teams who enter the district, area, and state leadership 
contests have probably received more intensive training than individuals 
or groups participating in other leadership activities. The state FFA. 
leadership contests began in 1931, and have included a total of eleven 
events. Today the contests include three events in both the Green Hand 
and Chapter Farmer divisions. Since 1952 the state FFA leadership con­
tests have been held either the first or second Saturday in December. 
Such an arrangement forces the districts to hold elimination contests 
about two weeks prior to the state contests. Two events in the Green 
Hand division, chapter conducting and the FFA Quiz, are of such a 
nature that much time must be spent in intensive training to prepare 
team members adequately for the contests. _
Chapter conducting and the FFA Quiz in the Green 
Hand division of the state leadership contests might 
well be replaced by two events more appropriately 
aligned with the abilities normally expected of Green 
Hand FFA members after two and one half months training.
The third event in the Green Hand division, farm skills, 
is based upon problems students have studied in classes 
of vocational agriculture. The event is in keeping with
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normally expected training; however, in the other two 
events the team members must have an exceptional know­
ledge of the FFA manual and parliamentary procedure.
Such proficiency would not be expected from conventional 
training methods.
It is recommended that a study be made to determine the nature 
and difficulty of events which should be included in the state FFA 
leadership contests for Green Hand members of local chapters.
The Texas Future Farmer organization began in 1928-E9 with 
112 local chapters and 2,640 active members. In 1956-57 there were 
907 local FFA chapters, and the peak membership year was 1953-54, 
with 37,746 active members.
The Texas Association of the Future Farmers of America is 
governed by a Board of Student Officers and a Board of Directors.
One state offleer candidate is nominated by each of the ten areas and 
elected by the official delegates attending the state FFA convention. 
The state FFA president Is elected by popular vote of the official 
delegates from the group of state officers.
In 1929, when the State Farmer degree was first awarded, only 
four Texas FFA members received the degree; however, a total of 8,177 
members had received the Lone Star Farmer degree by 1957. There are 
sixteen local FFA chapters in the state which have developed fifty or 
more State Farmers. Two Texas FFA members were awarded the American 
Farmer degree in 1930, and the grand total of American Farmer degrees 
for the state, including 1956-57, is 568. One Texas FFA member has * 
been designated as the Star Farmer of America. In 1939 the Texas FFA
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Association had the honor of being selected as the best state associa­
tion In the nation.
The Texas FFA Association organized and sponsored a State 
FFA band from 1931 to 1942, and in 1932 it served as the official 
band for the national FFA Convention in Kansas City. The State FFA 
Band attended five other National FFA Conventions in addition to the 
1932 convention.
An interesting highlight of the state FFA conventions since 
1945 has been the selection of a State FFA Sweetheart. A State FFA 
Sweetheart was elected in 1935; however, the contest did not begin 
until 1945.
The Texas FFA program and activities has attracted the atten­
tion of several business and industrial leaders of the state. Those 
leaders have Indicated their interest and approval of the FFA program 
by establishing attractive awards and scholarships for FFA members.
Texas FFA members contributed to the war effort in many ways; 
such as, collecting scrap metal and paper, producing food, purchasing 
war bonds and stamps, and joining the Armed Services after finishing 
high school.
There were four distinct periods in the development of the 
FFA movement in Texas; namely, the period of beginning, 1929-1934; 
the period of rapid growth and expansion, 1935-1941; the war period,
1942-1945; and the postwar period, 1946 to the present.
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II. ADULT AND YOUNG FARMER PROGRAMS IN TEXAS
One school, Tuleta, organized an adult farmers1 class In 1917- 
18, and the adult farmer program has experienced a steady Increase In 
the number of schools and members enrolled from Its beginning In Texas. 
During the period, 1925-1935, the State Department of Agricultural 
Education devoted considerable time in developing the adult farmer 
program in Texas. Apparently the teachers of vocational agriculture 
who enjoyed working with adult farmers have been more successful in 
developing a program with those groups.
The young farmer or part-time program was not organized until 
1927-28. The delay was probably due to a misinterpretation of who 
was to be enrolled in the program. The number of schools and enroll­
ment of young farmers has always been low In comparison to the numher 
of teachers of vocational agriculture and the students enrolled in 
the all-day program. Since 1935 there have been several other youth 
programs and economic factors to attract young men from farming as 
an occupation, and those conditions constitute the chief reasons for 
the low enrollment in young farmer classes.
In 1953 a group of Interested young farmers met and organized 
a state association of young farmers. Local chapters have been organ­
ized on a school district or county basis. The association is a ready 
and accessible instrument which teachers of vocational agriculture have 
used to promote the young farmer program in their school districts or 
count ies.
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Beginning in 1922, the teachers of vocational agriculture were 
paid $100 for each course successfully completed with out-of-school 
groups, but the records do not indicate when the practice was discon­
tinued* In recent years the State Department of Agricultural Educa­
tion has insisted that teachers of vocational agriculture conduct 
adult and young farmer classes as a part of each local program. How­
ever, no credit or special recognition has been accorded those who did, 
and no penalty has been assessed against the teachers who did not con­
duct adult and young farmer classes.
The State Board for Vocational Education should estab­
lish a definite policy concerning the amount and type of 
educational programs the teachers of vocational agricul­
ture should conduct with adult and young farmer groups.
Teachers of vocational agriculture should receive 
some type of compensation for their work with adult and 
young farmer groups. The compensation should either be 
in the form of additional salary or credit for additional 
students enrolled In local programs.
It is recommended that a study be made to determine an eqult- 
ible system of Including the adult and young farmer educational pro­
grams in the present programs of vocational agriculture. Adequate 
consideration should be given those departments of vocational agricul­
ture which have a high enrollment of all-day students.
III. TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMS IN TEXAS
Teacher training in agriculture had its beginning in Texas in 
1909, when the State Legislature passed an Act making it mandatory for 
such work to be given in six of the state’s institutions of higher 
learning.
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The Texas program for training teachers of vocational agricul­
ture is unique, because seven state colleges are presently engaged in 
the program. Those institutions and the date each was approved by the 
State Board for Vocational Education are: Agricultural’ and Mechanical
College of Texas, 1917; Sam Houston State Normal (Sam Houston State 
Teachers College), 1919; Texas Technological College and Texas College 
of Arts and Industries, 1933; and three state colleges, East Texas 
State Teachers College, Southwest Texas State Teachers College, and 
Stephen P. Austin State College, 1950. Graduate programs in agricul­
tural education are conducted by each teacher training institution, 
except Stephen P. Austin State College.
The State Board for Vocational Education adopted minimum ac­
creditation standards in 1953 for institutions training teachers of 
vocational agriculture. The standards established mlnimums for cur­
ricula, faculties, and facilities.
Teacher training institutions are required to submit detailed 
plans of their teacher training programs, and, if- the plans are accepted, 
they become contracts between the Institutions and the State Board for 
Vocational Education for training teachers of vocational agriculture.
Itinerant teacher training programs were conducted by each of 
the teacher training institutions until 1951. The.fifty-second State 
Legislature passed an appropriation bill in 1951 which embodied a re­
striction preventing itinerant teacher training by the various institu­
tions approved to train teachers of vocational agriculture.
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Staff members in the various teacher training institutions 
have assisted with the state's program of vocational agriculture in 
many ways; such as, judging local fairs; shows and contests; serving 
as consultants in teachers1 conferences; serving on programs at father 
and son banquets; and preparing teaching aids for the teachers of vo­
cational agriculture.
IV. ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION OF VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE IN.TEXAS
The responsibility for the administration of the state's pro­
gram of vocational agriculture has always been delegated to the State 
Board for Vocational Education. During the early years, when voca­
tional agriculture was being established, the state board reserved 
even the right to employ and discharge local teachers of vocational 
agriculture. Mr. L. A. Woods, State Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion, challenged the absolute control of the board soon after taking 
office in 1933. The bitter struggle for the control of the vocational 
educational program in Texas continued between Mr. Woods and the State 
Board for Vocational Education for the duration of Mr. Woods' tenure 
in office. From January 3, 1944, until July 8, 1950, the chief state 
school officer did not serve as the executive officer of the State 
Board for Vocational Education. The present state board is a policy 
forming group, and the policies are carried out under the supervision 
of the Assistant Commissioner of Vocational Services.
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Supervision of the state’s program of vocational agriculture 
has always been a function of the State Department of Agricultural 
Education. In 1935 the state was divided into ten areas, and an area 
supervisor placed in charge of each. This plan of supervision has been 
in operation from 1935 to the present, except for a two year period, 
1949-51, when the state was divided Into twelve areas. Each area has 
approximately ninety departments of vocational agriculture. Since the 
itinerant teacher training programs of teacher training institutions 
has been eliminated, it has been the duty of the area supervisor to 
provide all supervision, except that performed by the local school ad­
ministrators. If the area supervisor devoted all of his time during 
the school year to visiting departments of vocational agriculture, he 
would spend approximately two days at each department.
The area supervisor’s time would be more profitably 
spent In training local school administrators in the 
technique of developing strong programs of vocational 
agriculture in their local communities. If local school 
administrators were sufficiently oriented in their re­
sponsibilities to the local programs of vocational agri­
culture, the area supervisor would have a greater op­
portunity to provide special assistance to new teachers 
and the activities common to all departments at the area 
level.
Supervision which is provided directly from the state 
level has a tendency to cause local administrators to 
consider the program of vocational agriculture as being 
outside their jurisdiction. The local school administra­
tor will become more interested In the program when he 
realizes that vocational agriculture is an integral part 
of the local community's total educational program, and 
Its success or failure is his responsibility.
It is recommended that further study of the’ state’s program of 
supervising vocational agriculture be made to determine how more ef­
fective supervision may be achieved with an equal number of supervisors
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and a comparable expenditure of funds.
V. THE VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TEACHERS’
ASSOCIATION OP TEXAS
The Vocational Agriculture Teachers' Association of Texas was 
organized in 1940-41, and the association has continued to grow both 
in membership and scope of activities. Each area elects annually one 
director for each thirty active members or major fraction thereof, and 
association officers are elected from the board's membership. Annual 
membership dues are one half of one per cent of the teacher's annual 
contract salary. By 1947-48 the association realized the need for and 
hired a full time executive secretary.
Considerable attention was given to the personal benefits of 
the members during the first years of the association; however, in 
recent years more emphasis has been given to the professional aspects 
of the association's program. In brief the major objectives of the 
association are designed to promote the general welfare of the state's 
program of vocational agriculture and the Texas Association of the 
Future Farmers of America.
Beginning in 1948 the association has presented, annually, 
tenure awards to teachers who have taught vocational agriculture for 
ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, thirty, and thirty-five years.
It is commendable that the association has recognized those teachers 
who have continued to teach vocational agriculture for extended periods 
of time. Nevertheless, there are other feats of teachers of vocational
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agriculture and their work which deserve public recognition. It is 
common knowledge among those familiar with the program that many 
teachers of vocational agriculture go far beyond the call of duty in 
performing many humanitarian services for Individuals and groups which 
they serve. Teachers of vocational agriculture bear a greater share 
of the burden of responsibility for producing a creditlble program of 
vocational agriculture than other group in the state, and deserve a 
major portion of the credit for the program’s success. Countless 
policies and regulations have been formulated to govern the actions of 
teachers of vocational agriculture, but very little has been recorded 
of their invaluable contributions to the social and economic progress 
of the state. Existing records have neglected to present an adequate 
picture of a teacher of vocational agriculture at work on the many in­
tricate aspects of a local program. The handiworks of the teachers 
have seldom been revealed, except in the achievements of those they 
served.
The Vocational Agriculture Teachers’ Association of 
Texas is the logical group to promote a plan to locate 
and ferret out the major contributions its members have 
made to their communities' welfare. Material achieve­
ments are Important and deserve due recognition; never­
theless, the humanitarian services which the teachers 
have rendered will endure much longer than the material­
istic Innovations.
The teachers’ association should assume the respons­
ibility of preventing its deserving members from becoming 
the ’’Forgotten Men In Vocational Agriculture."
It is recommended that a study be made to determine the most 
adequate methods to use in collecting authentic data about the many 
humanitarian deeds which have been performed by members of the Voca-
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tional Agriculture Teachers’ Association of Texas. Once the data are 
collected, a study should be made to determine the most ethical organi­
zation for general presentation.
The foregoing study of the development of vocational 
agricultural education in Texas will serve as a ready 
source of information about events which took place in 
the program, at the state level, since 1917. The richer 
and more important events have occurred in the local de­
partments of vocational agriculture, and their tangible 
values cannot be accurately estimated until properly re­
corded.
Therefore, it is recommended that studies be made of the develop­
ments of vocational agricultural education in the local departments of 
vocational agriculture in Texas.
1
ADDENDUM
"YES, I 7/AS THERE . . . "
In the course of human events, the Individual who prefaces his 
remarks with the words, "Yes, I was there . . .," immediately attracts 
the undivided attention of his peers, especially if the event in ques­
tion has aroused their interest. The "eye-witness account" appeals to 
one’s imagination, and the mores of this country hold the testimony of 
the witness in high esteem. Therefore, it is^the purpose of this sec­
tion to present a limited amount of testimony from a selected group of 
individuals who were there during the development of vocational agri­
culture In Texas. And too, there are other reasons for presenting 
their accounts of the events; namely, the factual records revealed who, 
when, where, how, and to what degree the objectives were accomplished, 
but in many eases one Important phase has been neglected. The records, 
almost without exception, have overlooked the human Interest phase of 
events in the development of vocational agriculture in Texas. Several 
men who witnessed all, or a greater part, of the events in the forty 
year period are still living, and have vivid recollections of many of 
their experiences. Within a few years it would be impossible to obtain 
their testimony, and It was thought best to collect as many personal 
accounts of individual experiences as possible.
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The plan was discussed with teacher trainers, area supervisors, 
and teachers of vocational agriculture, and they assisted in preparing 
a list of approximately forty Individuals, who because of their ex­
periences would be ideal for the project. The list Included men from 
each decade of the period, and each one was asked to tell about any 
incident, problem, milestone, act or victory he thought worthy of re­
cording. There were very few responses to the first invitation, and 
after a second request only thirteen men presented narratives of their 
experiences. The narratives not only substantiate the records, but pro­
vide a quality which would never have been achieved otherwise.
Former Governor W. _P. Hobby, Chairman of the first State Board 
for Vocational Education, relates some Interesting reactions of the 
board members as they met in 1917 to launch vocational agriculture.
Yes,. I Was There
Much water has gone under the educational bridge in the 
40 years since the event of which you remind me. That 
Is, the first meeting of the State Board for Vocational 
Education, held in the Executive Office of the State 
Capitol, then on the ground floor in the southeast corner.
Those were dark days, in December of 1917. The country 
was plunging into a bloody war, and anxiety for the nation’s 
young men, rushing to the front, weighed heavily upon our 
hearts. We spoke of It at the first meeting of the Board, 
and at subsequent meetings. And I am sure that the profound 
concern that we felt--the realization that many of the boys 
going overseas would never return— served to stimulate in 
all of us the resolve to strive harder to improve educa­
tional opportunity for Texas youngsters. The group of men 
you mention worked earnestly to that end— B. A. Cox, Jr., 
the Acting Secretary of State; L. W. Tittle, Acting Comp­
troller, and W. T. Doughty, Secretary of the Board.
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Their dedicated efforts were an Inspiration to me. They 
redoubled the determination which my own lack of education 
beyond high school had kindled, to do all I could to ad­
vance the cause of education in Texas, to the end that 
every boy and girl could enjoy its advantages.
But, enthusiastic as we were, I doubt that any member of 
the Board for Vocational Education dreamed to what extent 
the program would grow.. How many hundreds of thousands 
of boys and veterans has It helped to become good farmers, 
good merchants and business men! How many has it trained 
for industrial occupations! Those who launched the voca­
tional program laid the foundation for one of the state’s 
most useful educational endeavors. It has improved the 
economic status and broadened the lives of countless Texans. 
Its blessings should continue to increase through the years 
as the population and needs of Texas grow and the activity 
expands.
In public life, education in all its phases was one of my 
deepest interests. Looking back, I find no greater source 
of satisfaction than my efforts in behalf of the public 
schools. I take pride in the reflection that during my 
years as Governor the free textbook amendment was adopted; 
the per capita of expenditures per scholastic was doubled; 
the terms of rural schools were lengthened; teachers’ 
salaries were increased; and, generally, the standard of 
public education in Texas was raised.
One of my last political activities before leaving the 
Governor’s office was to urge aggressively the adoption 
of the constitutional amendment removing the 50-cent 
limit on school district taxes. At that time we were 
about to go into a recession and some criticized me 
sharply for advocating an added tax burden. However, 
the people had the fortitude to approve the amendment 
for their children’s sake. There is evidence that this 
generation is coming more and more to the conviction 
that moved me then, that education is essential and not 
a mere luxury, and that it is worth the necessary cost.
That goes for vocational education as well as the other 
kinds.
[Signed] W. P. Hobby 
Signed this 13th day of June, 1957 in the presence; of
[Signed] C. D. Scherer, Notary 
[SEAL] Public, in and for Harris County,
Texas
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W. N. Elam was there in 1917-18, as one of the first teachers 
of vocational agriculture, and he is still very active in the program 
at the top. Since 1936 Mr. Elam has served vocational agriculture from 
Washington, D. C. Today he is Program Specialist in Agricultural Edu­
cation. He recalls some interesting events which took place during 
the first two decades of vocational agriculture.
I Was There 
I was there (Granger, Texas, Wm. Son Co.)
1. In 1917-21 when every class in vocational agriculture 
in Texas devoted 3 full class periods every day to 
(1) Supervised study, (2) Recitation and (3) Related 
science.
2. I was there from 1918 to 1925 when the vocational agri­
culture curriculum consisted of
Plant Production for first year students 
Animal Production for second year students 
Horticulture Production for third year students 
Farm Management for fourth year students
Furthermore every student was expected to purchase one 
textbook for each year's course.
3. 1 was there in 1918 when the top salary in the State of 
Texas of vocational agriculture teachers was $1800 for 
12 months work with no travel allowance.
4. I was there In 1917-18 when the first State supervisor,
J. D. Blackwell, had only 22 departments of vocational 
agriculture In the entire State of Texas and the super­
visory staff consisted of only one man.
5. I was there in 1928-34 when Chas. D. Parker (Kingsville) 
and I were made the first district supervisors and we 
spent each morning teaching vocational agriculture and 
the afternoons supervising nearby departments.
6. I was there in 1917-1921 when the students farming pro­
gram consisted of only 1 small project. One boy was 
reported to have 2 roosters and 1 hen for his farming 
program.
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7. I was there 1917-25, when farmers used mules almost 
exclusively for farm power and they gave the agricul­
ture teacher the horse laugh as a "book farmer". They 
did not want their land terraced because it interferred 
with their long straight rows.
8. I was there from February 4, 1918 to the present (1957) 
and on February 4, 1958, I will complete 40 years of "I 
was there" in agricultural education. During this time,
I have personally witnessed a most profound and marvelous 
evolution of vocational education In agriculture in the 
U.S.A.
9. I was there in 1926-27 and organized one of the first 
chapters of "Future Farmers of Texas" which participated 
in the first State FFA convention at the Texas A. & M. 
College when Mr. E. R. Alexander was elected the first 
State FFA Advisor.
William Briscoe Melton was there in 1917-18 too, as one of the 
first teachers of vocational agriculture. Mr. Melton taught vocational 
agriculture only two years, but he has maintained an active interest 
In the work throughout the years. The Vocational Agricultural Teachers' 
Association of Texas presented him with a special citation award during 
their annual meeting in July, 1957. A nephew of Mr. Melton's, E. C. 
Weekley, is presently serving as Executive Secretary of the Texas Asso­
ciation of the Future Farmers of America.
Yes, I Was There
When "The Congress of The United States" passed the 
"Smith-Hughes Law" under which Vocational Education was to 
operate, I was one of the thirty-two men, twenty-eight white 
men and four Negroes, to first teach the work in Texas and 
the United States.
I introduced "Vocational Agriculture" in the Yancey High 
School in 1917-18 where I was principal, teacher of Voca­
tional Agriculture, Physics, General science and other sub­
jects. I also established this work in Brady High School 
in 1918-19 where I was principal, teacher of Vocational Agri­
culture, Chemistry, Biology, taught full four hour periods,
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was Athletic Director and Military Drill Master for boys 
for one hour each day. The rest of the time I just rested.
Here I learned, from the town boys In my class, that I had 
to plant Irish Potatoes with the eyes turned up to keep 
them from growing toward China.
In cooperation with Washington, State Department, Austin,
Texas A.&M. College and Texas High Schools, we feel that we 
have done, are doing, and shall continue to do a "Great 
Service" to the young farmers of Texas and the nation. We 
also take pride in starting a work in our "Beloved State" 
which has marched on to bless millions of our farm people 
in our nation.
I have always striven to "Make Life's Pathway A Little 
Smoother for the Feet of Man Wherever Farmers March Down 
the Dusty Trail of Time."
A Mr. Lane worked with us out of the Washington Office.
Dr. J. D. Blackwell was our State Director, a Mr. Bressler 
and Mr. C. L. Davis were our Supervisors while Prof. M, L.
Hays was our A. AM. College contact man.
Names, addressed and occupations of these men follow:
Name Address Occupation
Mr. Lane Unknown Unknown
Dr. J. D. Blackwell Baltimore 1, Md. University, Baltimore
Mr. C. L. Davis Austin, Texas Feed and Milling Business
Mr. Bressler University of Rhode Island President
It shall make my heart glad when at last I shall have 
finished my work here on earth and pass over the "Beautiful 
River" into the arms of that "Master Vocational Agricultural 
Teacher" who loves flowers, plants and animals and lives in 
a "Beautiful House Not Made By the Hand of Man."
[Signed] W. B. Melton, B.S. Agr. "14"
P.S. Prof. M. L. Hayes Is deceased.
Yancey is In Medina County; Brady is in Mc'Culloeh County. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th. day of May, 1957.
[Signed] Irene Lutz
Notary Public, Medina County, Texas
[SEAL]
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£ • 1/ Rutland was there In the State Department of Agricul­
tural Education for a longer period of time than any other individual 
in a state administrative capacity. He was loved and admired by thou­
sands of Texas Future Farmers and hundreds of teachers of vocational 
agriculture. The records attest to his lastlngs contributions to the 
Future Farmer organization and vocational agriculture. He experienced 
the bitter and the sweet of the program, and delights in discussing 
the events which brought the program to its respected position of the 
present.
Yes, I was there when vocational agriculture was beginning 
its fourth year in Texas Public Schools, 1920-21. One of 
the major functions of a supervisor at that time was to as­
sist In establishing departments of vocational agriculture 
in the farming and ranching areas of the state.
Yes, I was there when public transportation facilities in 
many areas of the state were few, slow, irregular or none 
at all. The most dependable means of transportation in such 
areas were with U.S. mail carriers out of the county seats—  
out one day and back the next day--wlth superintendents of 
schools, local school board members, teachers of vocational 
agriculture, traveling salesmen, county agricultural agents, 
and others over cow trails and nonpaved roads. My most ex­
tended itinerary was during April and May of 1921 when I 
spent six continuous weeks in the north Texas plains area,
500 miles from Austin. It was the season for reorganiza­
tion of school boards, selection of superintendents, other 
school personnel and adding new departments to the local 
school program. This was my first experience with Texas 
snow, wind and sand storms and visiting In homes where l/2 
to 3/4 of the house was constructed underground as a pro­
tective measure against wind and sand storms.
Another Interesting experience was traveling, four miles, 
from Kendleton to Powell Point Training school over a water- 
soaked road through the black waxy soil area of the Gulf 
Coast with Church Banks, teacher of vocational agriculture, 
in a two-wheeled cart. Most of my time during the trip was 
spent holding on with both hands and both feet to keep on 
the cart as we travelled through the deep ruts and chug 
holes.
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Yes, I was there when C. W. Huser (1930-31) teacher of 
vocational agriculture at San Elenla (now San Isidro) 
had to bond himself as a guarantee for safe return of 
the members of his first team to the area Judging contest 
at Kingsville only 100 miles away--it was foreign land 
to their parents.
Yes, I was there at the meeting of state representatives 
called by 0. H. Lane, first Federal agent for vocational 
agriculture, to discuss the organization of a national 
association of future farmers. I also participated in 
the organization meeting of the Future Farmers of America 
in Kansas City in 1928.
Yes, I was there when the Texas Association of Future 
Farmers of America chartered its first pullman and bag­
gage cars from the Mlssourl-Kansas and Texas Railroad 
to provide transportation for the Texas FFA band, and 
State FFA officers from Itasca to the convention of the 
National Association of the Future Farmers of America 
in Kansas City (1932). The Texas FFA band was the of­
ficial convention band.
The trip to the national convention became so popular 
with Texas FFA’s that a special train has been provided 
to take them to Kansas City ever since. Over 400 made 
the trip to Kansas City on the first special FFA train 
operated by the Santa Fe Railroad from Fort Worth.
Yes, I was there when Irrigation, machinery, new vari­
eties of crops and breeds of animals, Including poultry, 
brought new life and Increased income to the Texas farmers, 
and vocational agriculture became a permanent part of the 
Texas public school programs.
E. R. A1 exander was first associated with the Agricultural and 
Mechanical College as an assistant Professor of English in 1919. During 
the two years he was teaching freshman English he enrolled In agricul­
tural courses, and qualified as a teacher of vocational agriculture in 
1921. In 1921-22 he was a circuit teacher of vocational agriculture 
at three rural schools of Brazos County, Texas. In 1923 he visited de­
partments of vocational agriculture as an Itinerant teacher trainer
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from the Agricultural and Mechanical College, and recalls that it cost 
the state $5.27 for each student of vocational agriculture he visited 
during the nine months. He has had a major role in training hundreds 
of teachers of vocational agriculture, and to those men he is known 
and referred to as "Mr. Alex." Out of his many varied experiences he 
. has chosen those which should cause many teachers of today to be thank­
ful they were not "born thirty years sooner."
"Forgive them, They know not what they Did."
Yes, I was there in early September 1921 at Steep Hollow 
Rural School in Brazos County, Texas when the three trustees 
decided they should have a public meeting to see if a voca­
tional agriculture class should be taught in their school.
The county superintendent has assured me that everything was 
taken care of. The vote was 4 to 3 in favor of the class 
with two of the trustees voting nay. The class was organized.
I was the teacher in September 1921.
Yes, I was there in September 1921 when a trustee of the 
Leonard Community Rural School in Brazos County, Texas in­
sisted that my car, my milk cow, and the county superinten­
dent’s milk cow must be mortgaged to the school to guarantee 
the payment of aid. I was the teacher.
Yes, I was there, as the first Texas state advisor of 
the Future Farmers of America, at the state convention in 
Dallas, Texas. We sat on benches in a barnlike building on 
the State Fair Grounds in the fall of 1929. The editor of 
the Texas Farm and Ranch was the only visitor. The state 
president knew so little about parliamentary procedure that 
our state established the office of parliamentarian in 1930-31.
I was there in the early thirties at a meeting of the 
Bryan Board of Education, arranged at the request of C. L. 
Davis, then Chief State Supervisor of Vocational Agriculture, 
to secure approval for a department of vocational agriculture 
in the local school. One argument presented by Davis was 
that it would encourage rural boys to enroll in the high 
school. "We don’t want ’em" was the blunt remark of the sec­
retary of the board, a banker. There was no objection to ac­
cepting 100$ aid on the teacher's salary. The department was 
established.
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When visiting one of my former students in the middle 
twenties to observe his teaching, the boys did not respond 
in a way to Impress the visitor. The teacher impatiently 
said "think! think!" One of two huskies, feet on rungs of 
their chairs, and leaning against the back wall responded:
"Why don’t you try it?" A certain teacher trainer knew 
where the responsibility lay.
Getting from here to there in the middle twenties was by 
railroad. Four hours in a hot dusty passenger coach attached 
to a freight train from San Antonio to Poteet, Texas— 30 miles. 
The teacher was Billy Burks.
And when the dean of agriculture insisted that the value 
of student teaching did not justify absence from technical 
classes.
The other extreme. As a member of the Texas Certifica­
tion Committee, I had to oppose vigorously the proposition 
that all prospective teachers should be required to take a 
minimum of thirty semester credits in professional education 
for qualification to teach in the public schools of Texas.
This was in 1951-52.
[Signed] E. R. Alexander
AFFIDAVIT
The State of Texas, County of Brazos_________
Before me, the undersigned authority, this day personally 
appeared B. R. Alexander to me well known, and who, after 
being by me duly sworn, did depose and say that the above 
statements are true and correct to the best of his knowledge 
and (here set out fully the matter to be sworn to) belief.
[Signed] B. R. Alexander 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 28th day of March,
A.D. 1957.
[Signed] A. C. Cooper
Notary Public in and for the County of Brazos, State of Texas. 
My commission expires June 1st, 1957.
[SEAL]
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J, C. Dykes, a former teacher of vocational agriculture at 
McAllen, was a member of the teacher training staff at the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College from 1930 to 1935. During that period it was his 
duty to supervise the adult education phase of the student teachers’ 
training program, and he relates an incident which one of his student 
teachers experienced with an adult farmer group.
Yes, I was there when Olln Fenner, Senior trainee at Texas 
A.AM. in the Spring of 1930, turned on a heckling farmer at 
an Evening School meeting in the Brazos bottom in Burleson 
County. Mr. Blaha (this was a Bohemian community and that 
was really his name), the farmer, was the community "cut-up” 
and he had been quite successful in drawing hearty laughter 
-from his neighbors with some of his wisecracks and questions 
at the first Evening School meeting. This was quite dis­
turbing to the trainees responsible for this Evening School.
The trainee who had conducted the first meeting had said 
plaintively to me as we rode back to College Station;, "Mr.
Dykes, you didn’t tell me it would be like that." 1 hadn’t 
told him but I didn't know— I’d never had a Mr. Blaha in 
one of my Evening Schools.
Mr. Blaha had had a few beers (this was during prohibition 
days but it didn't take along the Brazos in Burleson County) 
and was giving Fenner a rough time during a discussion of 
"Poultry Feeding." Finally, while Fenner was writing a 
laying ration on the blackboard Mr. Blaha said, "Mr-. Fenner, 
what I want to know is how you tell the age of a hen?" The 
crowd roared. Fenner didn't stop writing on the board but 
said over his shoulder, "Mr. Blaha, that's easy if you examine 
them before they lose their teeth— but it's kindera hard 
after that." The crowd roared but it was the turning point 
and the crowd was with Fenner and the other trainees from 
that point on. !
This was quite gratifying to me. The organization and 
teaching of Evening Schools as a part of the training for 
a career as a vocational agriculture teacher was new. So 
far as I know, the four Evening Schools organized and taught 
by Senior trainees in the Spring of 1930 were the first of 
their kind. Mr. Blaha had me worried, too. We were trying 
an old technique— "learning by doing" in a different setting 
and it turned out fine. Mr. Blaha came close to chasing "the 
cadets" back across the Brazos River but Fenner’s fast come­
back saved that night and gave the other trainees (and me)
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the confidence we needed to go on with the Evening School 
in ,rLittle Bohemia” and with the others that spring and in 
the years after that. And the A.&M. trainees who took vo­
cational agriculture teaching jobs from 1930-35 were "ex­
perienced" Evening School teachers— yes, I was there!
Ray L. Chappelle, a former teacher of vocational agriculture at 
Pearsall, has been the head teacher trainer at Texas Technological 
College since 1936. Mr. Chappelle has assisted in training all but 
three classes of teachers of vocational agriculture qualifying at Texas 
Technological College. He has witnessed many events in the development 
of vocational agriculture, and his long tenure as teacher trainer has 
enabled him to effect many improvements in the program on the High 
Plains of Texas. The teachers of vocational agriculture and FFA mem­
bers of that region have found in Mr. Chappelle a true friend, counselor 
and helper. He selects from his rich experiences a few of the events 
which he likes to recall.
(1) In one of the early schools a superintendet announced 
to the high school students that two new classes had been 
added to the curriculum. Vocational agriculture for boys, 
and vocational Home Economics for girls. He further stated 
that any boys or girls in high school could take these courses 
provided it did not Interfere with their school work.
(g) The vocational agriculture teacher was hired as a com­
bination vocational agriculture teacher and Head Janitor of 
the high school.
(3) I remember when the project record, book contained 
eighty-one efficiency factors. None of the high school stu­
dents, and very few of the vocational agriculture teachers 
knew exactly how the project record book was to be kept.
(4) I remember when some schools hired a combination 
superintendent and vocational agriculture teacher. This
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was popular with some agriculture teachers and the school 
boards, but never with superintendents.
Sincerely yours,
[Signed]
. Ray L. Chappelle 
Head of Department
S. V. Burks, the well-known ''Sage and Wit1' of South Texas, 
served for twelve years as teacher of vocational agriculture and super­
intendent of schools at Poteet before going to Texas College of Arts 
and Industries as head of the Department of Agricultural Education in 
1937. S. V. (Billy) Burks has the unusual abllty, even in his more 
serious moods, to create hearty laughter among his listeners.
Mr. Burks was president of the Texas Vocational Association from 
1935 to 1939. He organized and was the first president of the Alamo 
District School Master Association, and has served vocational education 
in many other important capacities. From his many and varied experi­
ences, Billy Burks shares the memories of the following events:
THE FIRST F.F.A, FATHER AND SON BANQUET
In February, 1928, the vocational agriculture classes in 
the Poteet, Texas, high school made their usual plans for 
a ''feed11 to be held in March. The teacher advised the boys 
that an event would take place in Washington, D. C. that 
would make history, and that this event would be the offi­
cial beginning of the Future Farmers of America organiza­
tion. After a conference of the officers and the teacher 
It was decided to hold a formal banquet at the High School 
Auditorium and invite the fathers of each member. The date 
was February 22, 1928, at 8:00 P.M.
A program was prepared and the main speaker for the occasion 
was Dr. P. B. Hill, then Chaplain for the Texas Rangers and 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of San Antonio, Texas. 
There were 64 members and their Dads present. Thus was born
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the Father and Son F.F.A. Banquet whleh has become an 
annual must all over the nation. I was there. I was the 
teacher, S. V. Burks.
During the first decade of vocational agriculture in Texas 
the "room in the basement" was the usual place for the "ag" 
class. In 1930 at Poteet, Texas, there were approximately 
60 boys in the agriculture classes and there were no facili­
ties or room for shop work or other laboratory work. A plan 
was drawn for a Vocational Agriculture Building which was to 
be located about three hundred feet from the high school 
building. The plan provided a class room 24 feet by 36 feet 
dimension; a room with folding doors connecting with the class 
room which was equipped with facilities for cooking and serving 
food. These two rooms when opened together accommodated 100 
persons for meetings or banquets.
The room was equipped with tables and drawers for two, and 
shelves and cabinets for books and bulletins. There was an 
office 8 feet by 8 feet. The building was completed and 
dedicated in 1931. I was there. I was the teacher. This 
was the first separate Agriculture Building in Texas.
A P UN FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
IN TEXAS
In 1943 at the request of numerous educators in Texas, I pre­
pared a State Plan for the Administration of Vocational Educa­
tion in the State which provided for divisions for agriculture, 
home economics', distributive education, industrial education 
and rehabllitation’with a State supervisor for each, and an 
Executive-Director for the total program. Dr. L. A. Woods, 
State Superintendent of education gave the plan his blessings 
and it was offered to the State Board for Education for adop­
tion. Due to several changes on the State Board and some 
insubordination within the State Department for a time, the 
matter was postponed.
During the following year at the request of the late Hon.
Maco Stewart, who was president of the State Board, I pre­
sented the plan for adoption. It was adopted. Hon. A. M.
Aikin introduced an appropriation Item In the legislature 
which provided a salary for the Executive-Direct or.
Mr. Stewart and the late Hon. Gilbert Denman who was also a 
member of the state Board asked Mr. L. W. Fox of San Antonio
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and me to recommend a person for the first Director. This 
we declined. However there was an able man fighting the 
war in the South Pacific and his name was presented to the 
Board and Major W. E. "Brick" Lowry became the first Execu­
tive Director for Vocational Education in Texas. The same 
Plan with minor changes is now included in the Texas Educa­
tion Agency Organization. I was there with it all the way.
S. V. Burks
J£* L* Willingham began teaching vocational agriculture in the 
late twenties. He taught at Tenaha, Franklin, and MeCallum High School 
in Austin where he is still teaching. It was the writer’s good fortune 
to study vocational agriculture under Mr. Willingham at Tenaha in 1928- 
30. Mr. Willingham relates an experience he had with adult education 
while teaching at Franklin during the depression years of the early 
thirties.
I was there— teaching vocational agriculture at Franklin, 
Texas, during the depression years of the early thirties when 
the farmers were wondering what they could substitute for 
cotton as a cash crop. The county had been forced to abolish 
Extension Service work as an economy measure. Leading farmers 
of several communities inquired about raising truck crops.
After several community farmers meetings we decided upon the 
crops to produce and marketing methods needed. Business was 
transacted through a county committee appointed by the various 
local community groups. My duty was to lead the educational 
part of the program and act in a steering capacity, providing 
the technical information needed by the farmers in producing 
and marketing sweet corn and tomatoes— crops that were new to 
them. The interest of the farmers overflowed into the town 
of Franklin where a group of understanding young business men 
led by Clarence Maris and Vernon Stegall helped in every way 
possible to make the project a success.
This work was reported as "Evening School", and much of 
the planning and problem solving was accomplished in small 
rural schools and churches at night. The new project gave 
...the men and their families a new challenge and a desire to 
work together. Their cooperative work paid off in cash 
and in other ways. I consider this my most gratifying
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experience in the field of Adult Education.
[Signed] it. D. Willingham 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 21st day of June, 
A. D. 1957.
[Signed] J. Travis Blakeslee
Notary Public in and for 
Travis County, Texas
[SEAL]
Robert A. Manire was one of the first ten area supervisors to 
be assigned to the supervisory duties in 1935. He was appointed State 
Director of Agricultural Education in 1937 and served in that capacity 
more than sixteen years. Mr. Manlre was the first state director who 
had had experience as a teacher of vocational agriculture, and his 
tenure as director is a record for the position. He recalls some in­
teresting facts about the program of vocational agriculture in Texas.
I was there when the first full time Negro supervisors 
of Vocational Education in Agriculture were hired and given 
full status as supervisors.
I was there when the number of Vocational Agriculture 
teachers in the state reached 1,000.
I was there when the Vocational Agriculture Education 
Department was asked, to put into operation a food production 
war training program to assist in winning the second world 
war.
I was there when the first special train was chartered 
to transport the Texas delegates of Future Farmers to the 
National Convention.
I was there when the request from Texas Association of 
Future Farmers of America for five hundred and fifty hotel 
reservations in Kansas City was referred to W. T. Spanton,
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National advisor, to determine our seriousness. I was 
there when we more than filled the reservation.
W. E. (Bill) Williams is probably one of the best Known men 
among the teachers of vocational agriculture in Texas. For many years 
he taught vocational agriculture at Cotulla, and when the teachers or­
ganized a state association In 1940, they elected Bill the first presi­
dent. In 1941 he assumed the duties of Area Supervisor in Area II, and 
held the position until 1949. From 1949 to the present he has been a 
member of the faculty at Sul Ross. State College, as Director of Public 
Service and Teacher Placement. Bill wrote the Code of Ethics for the 
Vocational Agriculture Teachers’ Association of Texas, and each year 
the association has him to serve as Master of Ceremonies at their 
Annual Awards Breakfast. Bill Williams’ responsibilities of the pres­
ent might be outside the field of vocational agriculture, but the pro­
gram is forever deeply Imbedded in his heart. He shares a portion of 
his many experiences as a teacher of vocational agriculture.
I REMEMBER WHEN . . .
I was the only agricultural worker in LaSalle County when 
I started teaching Vocational Agriculture in the Cotulla 
Public Schools in 1931. It was the opinion of the farmers, 
ranchers, and towns people that I was employed especially 
to "doctor” sick animals. I not only did not receive any 
travel but in most cases I furnished all medications. When 
the animals recovered I was labeled a "good teacher”, when 
they did not survive (often the case) I was reminded that I 
should study to be a better doctor. "Doctoring” livestock 
did give me an opportunity to meet and work with the people 
and gave me the opportunity to Introduce improved practices 
in all phases of agriculture.
It was in the Fall of 1933, I believe, that we learned that 
one of our Cotulla students, John Gilbert, might make appli­
cation for the American Farmer degree. We did not have much
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to go on but we submitted his application. We were told 
by telegram that he was one of two from Texas to receive 
the degree. The convention was in progress in Kansas City 
but the local people insisted that we attend. We drove 
through without stopping in a Model "A" Ford and received 
the degree in the old Baltimore Hotel. Fewer than one 
hundred people were in attendance. This start led to 
awarding of seven American Farmer degrees to Future Farmers 
in the Cotulla Chapter.
Yes, I recall the "plow-up days of the thirties." I was 
given four counties to serve as a trouble shooter and peace 
maker. It was often difficult to convince the farmers that 
I wanted to help them. In one case a farmer threatened to 
"whip" me, and for a time I thought he would, however, I 
talked fast and showed him that I wanted to help him.
The depression was a time when the vocational agriculture 
teacher was appreciated. People had food but little money. 
Ray Chappelle, Pearsall, Charlie Parker, Dllley, and myself 
(Cotulla) established canning plants in our communities.
In our case, we did not have any charge but the chapter 
financed the operation. I recall in one case that we not 
only supplied the use of the plant but the labor for canning 
some meat for a patron. When some of the meat spoiled, he 
went to members of the board to see if they would discharge 
me.
Yes, I recall with pride that I was among the first few vo­
cational agriculture teachers feeling the need for an organi­
zation to represent us in Texas. We met often during 1937-38 
to start the machinery rolling for the organization of an as­
sociation. Each area selected members to represent them on 
this organizational committee. We paid our own expense and 
travel. Some members of the Legislature thought that we were 
organizing to lobby for a big increase in pay and that we had 
collected a big "slush" fund for that purpose. However, when 
they read our objectives, Code of Ethics, and examined our 
meager bank account, they soon accepted the organization for 
the purpose it was intended.
Perhaps the most vivid thing to me was my humble attempt to 
write the Code of Ethics. I served as the first president 
of the Vocational Agriculture Teachers Association of Texas, 
and was commissioned to write the Code of Ethics. I am 
flattered that the Association still carries this Code of 
Ethics on their membership cards. How well I remember . . . 
"I am a teacher of vocational agriculture by choice. I 
cherish the opportunities it affords me to do something con­
structive for the farmers and for the farm youth of America"
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111 offer my services to all whom I can serve” . . .  My 
work Is my life— I have given the best that I have to 
make the most of my opportunities. I shall cooperate 
with others to safeguard its interests for others as 
well as for myself.”
I certify that the Information is true to the best of 
my belief.
[Signed] W. E. Williams
Joe B.. Winkle has taught Vocational Agriculture for twenty years, 
and all but the first year of his teaching experience was gained at 
Pittsburg, Texas. He was first elected as a director of the Vocational 
Agriculture Teachers’ Association of Texas in 1946-47, and with the ex­
ception of 1948-49, he has been a member of the board of directors until 
the present time. Mr. Winkle was elected president of the teachers’ 
association for 1954-55, and he recalls some events which were influ­
enced greatly by the Vocational Agriculture Teachers’ Association of 
Texas.
I was there when Texas Vocational Agriculture Teachers 
received $1800 per year and paid for their travel and other 
expenses out of this salary.
I was there when Vocational Agriculture Teachers were 
carried on the "Teacher-Pupll Load” and when we were able 
to get them counted as ’’Bonus” teachers the number of de­
partments more than doubled almost at once.
Yes, I was there when a Bill was introduced in the 
Legislature to Equalize the salaries of Vocational Teachers 
with that of other teachers which passed the Legislature 
without a dissenting vote.
Yes, I was there as the member of the Commission to 
study adult education when the commission recommended that 
specialists be hired beginning in the Fall of 1957 to work 
with teachers of Vocational Agriculture.
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J_, C. Shouit2 was another of the first teachers of vocational 
agriculture In Texas. After 1917-18 Mr. Shoultz taught vocational ag­
riculture only two years, 1925-27, before beginning his uninterrupted 
tenure at Grapeland, 1929 to 1954. During the twenty-five years he 
taught at Grapeland, Jimmy Shoultz became a legend among the teachers 
of vocational agriculture In the Plney Woods section of Texas. No 
other teacher has ever commanded more respect and admiration from his 
colleagues than Jimmy Shoultz. He was considered the ”Dean of Teachers 
of Vocational Agriculture” in his region. Many of his former students 
followed in his footsteps to become teachers of vocational agriculture, 
and he took special delight in the fact that five or six of his students 
became ministers. Mr. Shoultz1s primary objectives as a teacher were 
to develop men first, and to teach vocational agriculture second. His 
work was his life, and he enjoyed every minute of both. He always had 
a friendly smile ready for everyone, and developed a reputation as a 
great storyteller. Many of his delightful stories centered around his 
experiences as a teacher of vocational agriculture.
Mr. Shoultz retired June 30, 1954, and he had made definite 
plans to spend the latter years of his life in the avocation he knew 
best. He had purchased a farm near Grapeland and stocked it with 
Angus cattle. There was an orchard, a lake, and many other features 
to fulfill a lifelong dream. The farm was to be his retreat and reward 
for many years of faithful service in public education.
In the fall of 1954, the Grapeland High School football team 
enjoyed a successful season, and had advanced to a bi-district contest
SHOULTZ
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with Bastrop High School on December 11th. The school officials at 
Grapeland invited Mr. and Mrs. Shoultz to chaperon the school bus 
transporting the members of the high school band to the game, and 
they gladly accepted. On the return trip, Mr. Shoultz had the bus 
stop in Caldwell, where he purchased ice cream for the members of the 
band. Between Caldwell and Bryan Mr. Shoultz suffered a heart attack 
and died before medical aid could be obtained. His last act was one 
of giving— giving of his time and means to the school children he loved. 
"Mr. Jimmy” was never content to go only the "first mile," or the
second, but insisted on going all the way in service to his fellow man.
The life and works of J. C. Shoultz have been comparably dupli­
cated by many other teachers of vocational agriculture. This brief ac­
count of his services to a community illustrates a facet of the better 
teachers of vocational agriculture which has rarely been publicized.
Naturally, it was impossible to obtain an account of Mr.
Shoultz's experiences from him; therefore, Mrs. Shoult2 was Invited 
to write the account for him. Her narrative, which follows, is suf­
ficient evidence that she thoroughly understands the humanitarian role 
played by many teachers of vocational agriculture.
Yes, I, J. C. Shoultz, was there, beginning the teaching 
of vocational agriculture in 1917-18. I was there when the 
superintendency of the school and the Vocational Agriculture 
job was combined and. when the agriculture teacher, along with 
his students, built his own classroom and shop from any 
lumber which might be salvaged from an old school building 
or residence. I was there when there were a few highways
in East Texas, driving a T Model Ford car, getting out of
the car at almost every branch to get fresh water for a 
boiling radiator, as the ear plowed through ankle deep mud 
or sand. I was there'drlvlng across hills and under brush,
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sometimes until midnight, getting signers on a petition 
for a highway. I was along when petitions were carried 
to Austin and pleas made for better roads.
I was there when I was literally chairman of every 
community exhibit at a County fair, arranging the exhibits, 
hauling in livestock, and later, carrying the exhibit to 
the Dallas Fair. I was present holding evening schools 
for adults, often pulling a trailer on my car on which was 
attached a picture machine for showing an educational pic­
ture. I was there many cold, rainy nights in a farmer’s 
lot delivering a calf or treating a cow with milk fever.
I was there, working with the Chamber of Commerce, shipping 
into the community high grade circle bulls which were placed 
at different stations among the farmers, shipping in a car* 
load of pure bred hogs, teaching the community the value of 
better livestock.
I was there, again, selling the community on the Idea of 
diversified farming, holding tomato meetings, watermelon 
meetings, black-eyed pea meetings, cucumber meetings, carry­
ing farmers to Arkansas and other plaees for study of the 
peach Industry and bringing it to my community. Later, I 
was there When our peach industry was transferred to the 
Bruce Plum industry, which brought great prosperity to my 
community.
And I was there on the road with my Ag. boys many times, 
going to Colorado, to the San Francisco Fair, camping out 
under the stars.
Yes, I was there through many things— a hard life but a 
glorious one. A life spent in service to my fellow man.
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APPEKLIX I
INFORMATION AS TO ELUCATION IK TEXAS, 1916-2E
Annie Webb Blanton, State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
from January 1, 1319, to January 16, 192Z,^ lived In and wrote about 
the period whan vocational agriculture was introduced Into the public 
schools of Texas. The school problems of that period were her problems, 
and she neither minimized nor attempted to conceal them. She criticised 
the situation unrelentingly, but with the true distinction of a leader, 
she proposed far-reaching and logical solutions to the problems. Many 
of her proposals have been adopted, and many others have not been 
realized. Truly, this great educator was deeply concerned about the 
educational welfare of the school children of Texas. Regardless of the 
political repercussions her stand might effect, she did not hesitate to 
step before the Educational Bar of Justice and plead the case of the 
farm children of Texas.
On Rural Aid:
In the session of 1915-16 there was begun in Texas the 
policy of granting to rural schools special aid by the 
state. These special grants to country schools have been 
based on two ideas— that of equalizing school advantages 
for all children of the state, and of inspiring rural school 
districts to make efforts at self-improvement. . . .
Texas is an agricultural state, our population being 
about sixty-nine per cent rural. It is probably safe to 
assert that one-third of the labor used in producing the 
enormous agricultural wealth of the state is that supplied
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by country boys and girls within the scholastic age. The 
average country child, unlike the average city child, is 
a wealth-producer for his state. That very fact operates 
to deprive him of a part of his opportunity for an educa­
tion. Does not his state, then, in justice, owe it to the 
country child to provide for his education, even more, 
through state support, than it grants to the city ehild?
In discussing schools for the children of the farm-, by 
the expression "children of the farm," I mean these children 
who toll in the fields for their daily bread--who must join 
their parents in the work of crop raising, that the family 
may live. For many years in Texas, the difficulty of school 
attendance with these children was not only whether a school 
was within walking distance of their homes--it was also 
whether they could be spared from farm work sufficiently 
long to accomplish anything at school. Since the state, by 
statute, has subscribed to the Idea that every child has a 
right to some educational opportunity, a compulsory attendance 
law has provided for five months1 schooling, during which 
time the child must be in school, whatever the needs of the 
farm or the family, Kach year since the passage of this law 
has seen a growing sentiment .in its favor with, consequent, 
better enforcement, until it is now generally observed in 
most parts of the state.
Look at the difficulties of the child of the farm, when, 
at the beginning of the compulsory term, he enters the rural 
school. Since each section fixes the beginning date of its 
own compulsory term and since, frequently, this does not co­
incide with the opening of the school session, he is at a most 
disheartening disadvantage. There are few schools in which 
special classes can be formed for those who enter late, at 
the beginning of the compulsory term. Consequently, he must 
join classes already advanced in the work of his former grade, 
or he must fall back and keep step with a lower class. The 
feeling of his own lack of preparation often renders him shy 
and awkward; his short school terms have not formed in him 
habits of study; in his long period out of school he has for­
gotten most of what he had previously learned; and his over­
whelming disadvantages sometimes make school-life so much of 
a torture to him that he is relieved when the stage of school 
exemption Is reached, and he Is no longer forced, for even a 
few months of the year, to make his ineffectual attempts at 
learning.
There can be no question In the mind of any thinking person 
as to the economy of educating the country child. It has been 
demonstrated that education Increases the productive power of 
the individual. An intelligent, well-informed farmer will con­
tribute more towards the prosperity of a state than will one 
who is ignorant and narrow-minded. He will be less likely to 
become the prey of the unscrupulous. The conservation of the
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fertility of our lands for the benefit of future genera­
tions depends upon the farmer's knowledge and breadth of 
view. The economic problem of balancing the number of pro­
ducers and consumers will be solved largely by providing 
good schools for rural districts. It would, Indeed, be a 
short-sighted act for Texas now to take a backward step in 
its policy of giving special aid to its country schools.
The best way to offset the disadvantages of the child 
of the farm is to provide the kind of school that he will 
desire to attend. There are teachers who can make school 
so attractive for the child that only the most brutal of 
parents, or the direst family necessity, could keep him 
away. We rarely find these in the Immature, untrained boys 
and girls who too often fill positions in the rural districts; 
but such teachers are obtainable--when Texas can pay the 
price and when Texas bases the management of her rural 
schools on a plan Intelligently formed, to recruit, develop, 
and hold capable teachers in the country districts. The 
teacher who can make the child of the farm feel the force 
of her tender sympathy in his struggles, who knows how to 
arouse his interest in what he most needs to learn, who can 
fire the spark of his ambition, who can lend interest to an 
existence too frequently starved by drudgery, who can make 
the school the center of the life of the whole community and 
the pride of both child and parents, can be found for most 
of our rural schools; and such a teacher can be retained In 
the rural districts when Texas Is able to train teachers 
especially for its rural schools and to follow the same 
businesslike plans of holding them that obtain in our best 
city school systems.
Attractive surroundings in our rural schools as well as 
better teachers will also do much to improve the attendance 
of pupils, and much has been accomplished in this respect 
through provisions of the rural aid laws. Under the pro­
visions of this law, former schoolhouse shanties in rural 
districts have been replaced by modern sanitary buildings, 
neglected school grounds have been kept in tidy condition, 
and often beautified; necessary school equipment and libraries, 
formerly lacking, have been provided; comfortable modern desks 
and seats have replaced antiquated benches; sanitary toilets 
have been placed on rural school grounds; simple sanitary 
drinking fountains have replaced the waterbucket and the dipper 
shared by all; free transportation is becoming common; one- 
teacher schools are giving way to consolidated schools where 
grading of pupils Is possible; and inducements are being offered 
to the rural teacher to Improve her scholarship and to remain 
in the same country school and give to the rural child the 
benefit of her previous experience. The granting of the appro­
priations on conditions requiring local communities to improve 
their schools has caused, probably, the expenditure, by local 
districts, of amounts for school improvement, equal in the
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aggregate to the total state appropriations for rural 
schools; thus these appropriations, by the conditions 
Imposed, have doubled their value to the schools of the 
state. The fact that during the past four years, when 
' conditions for building were peculiarly unfavorable, more 
than sixteen hundred country schoolhouses were built in 
Texas, is largely attributable to the state’s policy of 
special rural aid appropriations. . . .
Is Texas able to continue the two million dollar appro­
priations? Texas ranks seventh in wealth among the states 
of the Union. A policy of retrenchment or neglect in educa­
tion is not an economical policy for any state. In a state 
in which one-tenth of the adult population cannot read and 
write, in which about one-fourth of the children do not ad­
vance beyond the fourth grade, in which the average time of 
leaving school is the sixth grade, in which only 13 per cent 
of the children reach the high school, in which only 1 per 
cent graduate from the high school, such retrenchment will 
be a menace to the democratic institutions founded by our 
forefathers. Texas spends more on picture shows, chewing 
gum, and soft drinks than it does on its public schools.
Aside from State pride; aside from any moral, religious, or 
humanitarian considerations, on a purely commercial basis, 
the state should continue this policy of developing rural 
schools, as an economic necessity.
There are certain changes, however, which I should advo­
cate in che framing of future laws granting special state 
aid to rural schools.
In order to provide high school advantages for boys and 
girls In rural districts, it is desirable that Texas should 
build up in each county one or more strong county high schools. 
The large majority of rural schools are schools of one or two 
teachers, limited to instruction in the elementary grades.
It is not practicable nor economical to maintain a high school 
in each rural district. In many states the problem of giving 
high school advantages to rural pupils is solved In one of two 
ways. Either free transportation is furnished to the nearest 
standard high school, or dormitories for rural pupils are pro­
vided at the county seat. Under present conditions the former 
mevhod presents the more practicable solution in Texas. In 
most Texas counties it Is possible by consolidation to arrange 
for one or more strong county high schools in each county.
By granting to these special state aid in lieu of tuition for 
high school pupils residing outside of the district, and by 
providing free transportation in all except the most sparsely 
settled counties, high school advantages can be provided for 
all pupils.
I should recommend also that out of the special appropri­
ation made for rural aid, §200,000 be set aside annually for
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free transportation of rural school children to county high 
schools, and for special aid to such high schools in pro­
viding properly trained teachers. Power to determine how 
many rural high schools in each county should be designated 
for this aid as county high schools should be vested in the 
State Superintendent. Recommendations as to which schools 
should be designated for this work should be made by the 
county superintendent and approved by the county board of 
trustees. The final power to designate such schools should 
rest with the state superintendent, and should be based on 
recommendations of the county superintendent, the county 
board, and the rural school supervisors who have visited the 
county and ascertained actual conditions.
The most serious problem of improving the rural schools 
is that of obtaining trained, capable teachers for rural work. 
An efficient corps of teachers for a city is built up (1) by 
paying teachers a salary adequate to enable them to save a 
sufficient part of the yearly income to pay the expenses of 
summer study at a normal school or other college, or to take 
a year's leave of absence, occasionally, for professional 
betterment, and (8) by offering inducements in the way of 
regular increases in salary for each year of experience, ana 
each improvement of qualifications in the way of scholastic 
advancement. To obtain desirable results, similar methods 
must be followed in the rural schools, ilo better use can 
be made of the rural aid fund than to set aside, annually, 
$200,000 of this fund to aid teachers in the common school 
districts to improve their qualifications by summer work in 
college. Aid should be limited to $100 annually to each 
teacher, and should be granted on condition that (1) the 
teacher shall make passing grades on at least three summer 
courses, and (2) that the teacher shall return to the same 
county In which she taught the preceding session, and fill 
a position in one of the common school districts. 
* • » • • « • • * *
Perhaps our greatest waste in regard to our schools is 
the use of our school plants for no longer a portion of the 
year. Probably we shall, some time, reach the ideal of con­
ducting all of the schools for twelve scholastic months.
Such a plan would leave four weeks of vacation, during the 
year, for both teacher and child. With four terms of twelve 
weeks each, children could be required to attend any three 
consecutive terras and permitted to attend four terms, if 
desired and desirable. With beginning classes at the opening 
of each term, the child of both country and city could find on 
entering any term's work, classes for which he was prepared. 
Since teaching would then offer a twelve months' salary, the 
work could be more likely to hold and attract the capable.
Such a plan would make it possible to fix the time of begin­
ning the terms, in each session, at a date conformable to
farming Interests.
Under such a plan, in order that the schools might keep 
up with educational progress, it would be necessary to re­
quire ueachers to take, at regular intervals, a leave of 
absence for study, rest, and improvement, and under such a 
plan, a vacation, for this purpose, could be given or re­
quired for any term.
On the Development of Efficient Teachers:
Recent statistics show that in 1921-22, 38 per cent of 
the, approximately, 32,000 public school teachers of Texas 
have had no previous experience; 16 per cent have had one 
year of experience; 13 per cent two years of experience;
11 per cent, three years of experience; 13 per cent, four 
years of experience; and only 9 per cent more than four 
years of experience. From these figures it is shown that 
54 per cent of Texas teachers have had one year of experi­
ence or none at all.
Only 22 per cent of Texas teachers have had normal college 
training, and only 13 per cent are graduates of other college 
or universities, while 24 per cent, nearly one-fourth, are 
graduates of no school, not even of a high school. Thirty- 
four per cent of our teachers--a little more than one-third—  
hold certificates below the first grade. These figures repre 
sent a considerable advancement on those of several years ago 
as with the recent increases of teachers' salaries and the 
modification of the certificate laws, givlng,a choice of sub­
jects for examination, has come decided improvement in the 
certification of teachers.
The following table gives the average salaries of teachers 
of Texas for the past four years. These averages include 
salaries of superintendents, principals, supervisors, and 
teachers.
For the session of 1921-22, average salaries of teachers 
are as follows;
Average salary in common
AVERAGE SALARIES OF TEXAS TEACHERS 
Average salary, 1S18-19   , . . . $• 570.73
Average salary, 1919-20 





school districts § 660.35
Average salary in one-teacher 
schools ................ 608.89
Average salary of elementary 
teachers .............. 764.08
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Average salary of high school
teachers ................................ 1,151.79
Average salary of principals (this in­
cludes superintendents of rural schools.) . 1,023.95
Average salary of superintendents
(this includes superintendents of rural
schools) .........................   1,573.41
Average salary of all for the s t a t e .........  879.83
The fact that Texas pays to its teachers lower salaries 
than does any state touching upon its borders, results in 
constant loss of some of the best of our teachers to these 
other states. A large proportion of teachers now employed 
in New Mexico, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Louisiana are Texas 
teachers.
How are we to attract more and better recruits to the 
teaching profession, and how are we to hold them in the work 
and improve them while in the service of the public schools? 
We must make it worth while to teach school.
On the Texas System of Accredited Schools:
The total number of high schools in Texas is 2621. Of 
these 2102 are unclassified rural high schools. Texas has 
519 classified high schools and 428 affiliated high schools.
On the Recognition of Women in Education:
The State Superintendent has refused to recognize a 
Summer Normal whose faculty does not include a fair pro­
portion of both men and women teachers. No summer Normal 
can be held without her official recognition. Previously, 
except as to Summer Normals held in colleges, the custom 
had obtained of having only one woman on a Summer Normal 
faculty--the teacher of primary work.
Believing that, just as in the home, the child needs 
the influence of both mother and father, so in the manage­
ment of the schools it is essential to have the point of 
view of both man and woman, I have advocated, unceasingly, 
the election of one or more women to a place on the school 
board of each county and of each school district in the 
st at e. . » .
The State Superintendent has worked constantly in the 
State Teachers' Association for equal recognition of men . 
and women. Previously to her administration as its presi­
dent, six years ago, this association had never had a woman 
for president, there was no woman on its executive committee, 
and very few women on any of its committees. A woman was
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rarely appointed as chairman of any important committee. 
These customs obtained., even though women constitute three- 
fourths of the membership of the Association. . . .
There was passed by the Thirty-sixth Legislature, a law 
providing that in the remuneration of men and women, equal 
pay shall be given for equal qualifications. This law has 
not been very effective for two reasons. One is that no 
penalty is prescribed for violation of its provisions. In 
the law submitted at my instigation, a penalty was affixed; 
but this was not a part of the bill finally passed. The 
other reason is that the responsibility as to the decision 
as to what are equal qualifications rests rather lightly 
upon most school trustees. . . .
The following are the percentages as to men and women 
teachers in the state during the last four years:
Per cent
1916-19, men teachers ........................  17.6
1919-20, men teachers ........................  13.8
1920-21, men teachers ........................  13.6
1921-22, men teachers ........................  20.2
1918-19, women teachers .  82.4
1919-20, women teachers ......................  . 86.2
1920-21, women teachers ............    86.4
1921-22, women teachers ........................  79.8
On Progress in Education:
. . .  In 1916-19, Texas was ranked as forty-fourth among 
the states of the Union in the local support of schools.
* • •
Considerable advance has been made in vocational educa­
tion under the Smith-Hughes law. In 1918-19, 51 per cent of 
the Federal grant to Texas was unexpended because the schools 
could not qualify to receive the funds or meet the demands 
made of them; in 1921-22, only 17.8 per cent of these funds 
remained unexpended, an improvement of 65 per cent on the 
average of 1918-19. In 1918-19, there were enrolled In the 
work, 1571 pupils; in 1921-22, the number of pupils was 
6593, an advance of 325 per cent. A special step In advance­
ment in the Smith-Hughes vocational work has been a change 
in the attitude of the Federal board having charge of this 
work. The Federal Board for Vocational Education was at 
first inclined towards a policy of absolute dictation, but 
this Is not the fact at the present time. The Federal Board, 
meeting In Texas with determined opposition to arbitrary 
methods, has gradually modified its attitude, and at present 
permits the state to make such plans for the work as it deems
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best, Drovided that it does not actually violate the terras 
of the Smith-Hughes law. The advice and help of the Federal 
supervisors have been of great assistance In developing 
work along lines which were to Texas comparatively new, and 
there seems no doubt that Texas has now no cause to fear 
Federal aggression in educational work.
On Classification of High Schools:
The classification of high schools as referred to above 
was authorized by the Thirty-second Legislature in 1911, 
but the work of accrediting schools in order that students 
may have certain college entrance privileges has never been 
legalized by statute. Prior to September 1, 1917, this was 
done by the University of Texas, and the results of its work 
were accepted by the higher Institutions of learning through­
out the state. A growing feeling on the part of some of the 
high schools and of some of the higher institutions that on 
account of the widespread interest in the standards required, 
the work of accrediting could be accomplished better by the 
State Department of Education, resulted in action by the 
Texas State Teachers' Association, December, 1916, advising 
that the University transfer this work to the State Depart­
ment of Education. This transfer was made and the State 
Department began accrediting schools on September 1, 1917.
2Annle Webb Blanton, A Handbook of InforaBtlon as to Education 
In Texas (Austin, Texas: The Department of Education, State of Texas,
January, 1923), pp. 54-84.
APPENDIX II
STATE OFFICERS, TEXAS ASSOCIATION 









1928-29 State Officers 
Name
Arthur Ellis 
E, J. Hughes 
Herbert Davis 
Louis Sorenson 
















1929-30 State Officers 
Name
Howard Strother 
E. J. Hughes 
Herbert Davis 
Louis Sorenson 







































1931-32 State Officers 
Name
Odelle Nevills 






















































1933-34 State Officers 
Name



























1934-35 State Officers 
Name
Herbert Ail 11 s



































































































Geo. Cecil Hardin 
Homer S. (Dan) Hill 





















Office Name Home Town
President 0. A. Lowe Livingston
1st Vice-President Jack Barton Whitney
2nd Vice-President Walter Caldwell, Jr. Luling
3rd Vice-President Jim F. Hornbaek Decatur
Secretary Edward Cumbie Bronte
Treasurer James Newman Mt. Pleasant
Reporter Beverly King Graham
Par1iamentar ian I. D . Smith Garrison
Farm Watch Dog Vardeman Shoultz Grapeland
Historian Harvey Williams Chillicothe
Song Leader Jas. 0. Tate Bonham
Band Master H. G. Rylander Denton











































1939-40 State Officers 
Name
Haskell Lindley 









Jas. 0. Tate 
H. G. Rylander 
J . B. Rutland
1940-41 State Officers 
Name
C. G. Scruggs 
Jack Dempsey 






John Robert Scott 
Edward Williams 
R. L. McElhany 
H. G. Rylander 
J- B. Rutland
1941-42 State Officers 
Name
Roy Herrmann 
J. B. Waldrop 
Ross Foster 




J. C. Clark 
L. W. Blackmon 
R. L. McElhaney 















































1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 












Charles Ray Brown 
Glenn Rogers 
David Sheffield 
Henry Ford Abel 
George Russell 
Billy Mae Keith 
J. E. Meade 
James Henry Simpson 
Robert Hungerj Jr. 
R. L. McElhaney 










































R. L. McElhaney 






























1944-45 State Officers 
Name
Keesey Kimball 









R. L. McElhaney 





































Billy Joe Thomason 








































L. E. Drawe 
Raymond McNutt 
G. H. Harfst, Jr. 
Bert Gibbs 
















Office Name Home Town
President, Area I Clols Dean Wiseman Sudan
Vice-President, Area II Hollis B. Ellis Sweetwater
Vice-President, Area III Warren Peek Katy
Vice-President, Area IV Lindsey Hawlins Graham
Vice-President, Area V John R. Martin Garland
V ice-President, Area VI Daniel Scott Tyler
Vice-President, Area VII Dan Tate Pollok
Vice-President, Area VIII Welton Henderson Kerrville
Vice-President, Area IX Lleldon Parten Madisonville
Vice-President, Area X Edward Xallus La Grange
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1948-49 State Officers
Office Name Home Town
President, Area IV Jimmy Darling Abilene
Vice-President, Area I Leroy Thornburg White Deer
Vice-President, Area II Harold Dunk Junction
V ice-President, Area III H. B. Maxwell, Jr. Rockdale
V ice-President, Area V Glenn Raney Garland
Vice-Presiaent, Area VI Billy Conner Sulphur Springs
V ice-President, Area VII Taylor D. (Sonny) Johnson Joaquin
V ice-President, Area VIII Morris Alfie Clifton
V ice-President, Area IX Bobby McLemore Jasper
V ice-President, Area X Kirk Schwarz Mercedes
1949-• 50 State Officers
Office Name Home Town
President, Area XI Kenneth Gregg Plainview
V ice-President, Area II Lee Cowell Alpine
Vice-President, Area III Harlan Johnson Yoakum
V ice-President, Area I Doyle Whitaker Throckmorton
VIce-President, Area V Arthur Boring Bridgeport
V ice-President, Area • VI Ronald Ray Rinnert New Boston
V iee-Presldent, Area VII James Ray Cooper San Augustine
V ice-President, Area XII Norvis Land Richland springs
Vice-President, Area IX Doyle Hines Katy
Vice-President, Area X Winfield Imel Mercedes
1950-51 State Officers
Office Name Home Town
President, Ar ea I Weldon Mason Meadow
Vice-President, Area II Billy Charles MiKesxa Eden
Vice-President, Area III Wallace Colburn Buckholts
V ice-President, Area IV Cecil Barton Rising Star
Vice-President, Area V Danny Burkard Rowlett
Vice-President, Area VI Billy Paul Russell Pittsburg
Vice-President, Area VII Jerry K. Johnson Nacogdoches
V ice-President, Area VIII Joseph H. Fortson . Mexia
V ice-President, Area IX Walter Jefferson Jasper
V ice-President, Area "J-/I Frank Busek Harlingen
Vice-President, Area XI Bobby Warren Hereford
V ice-President, Area XII J, L. Stewardson San Saba
427
1951-52 State Officers
Office Name Home Town
President, Area III Franklin C. Brandt La Grange
Vice-President, Area I Dwain P. Smith Hale Center
Vice-President, Area II Richard Atterbury Lamesa
Vice-President, Area IV Don Pendleton Breckenridge
V ice-President, Area IV George Petrus, Jr. Harrold
V ice-President, Area V Alton Clement Whltesboro
Vice-President, Area VI Larry Moore Mt. Pleasant
V ice-President, Area VII J. M. Auld, Jr. Kerrville
Vice-President, Area VIII Werner Phillipp Clifton
Vice-President, Area IX Alvin Hancock Timpson
V ice-President, Area IX Jerry Snell Jasper
V ice-President, Area VXV Jackie Scwarz Mercedes
1952-53 State Officers
Office Name Home Town
President, Area VI Joe Dan Boyd Winnsboro
Vice-President, Area I Donnie Stroup Canyon
Vice-President, Area II Joe Stephens Lamesa
Vice-President, Area III Oran Little Schulenburg
Vice-President, Area IV Norman Evans Rllasvllle
V ice-President, Area V Donald Stodghill Roackwall
V ice-President, Area VII Ralph Bachmayer Coupland
Vice-President, Area VIII Garland Carroll Cleburne
Vice-President, Area IX Benny Hamilton .Nacogdoches
V ice-President, Area X Clyde Fischer V letorla
1953-■54 State Officers
Office Name Horae Town
President, Area III Jon Hagler La Grange
V ice-President, Area I Raymond Hinders Happy
VIce-President, Area II Derrell Rogers Lamesa
Vice-President, Area IV Damon Campbell Jonesboro
Vice-President, Area V Ardis Barnes Commerce
Vice-President, Area VI Kenneth Reynolds Pittsburg
Vice-President, Area VII Hugh A. Spring Luling
Vice-President, Area VIII Kenneth Richardson La Rue
Vice-President, Area IX Bobby Beathard KIrbyvllle
V ice-President, Area VXV John Posz Alamo
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1954-55 State Officers
Office Name Home Town
President, Area VIII David Rlsinger Ferris
V ice-President, Area I Norman Tucek Canyon
Vice-President, Area II Bud Hale Lamesa
V ice-President, Area III Dannie Gansky Schulenburg
Vice-President, Area IV Don Wisdom Quanah
V ice-President, Area V Tommy Elledge Mabank
V ice-President, Area VI Gary Pepper Lit* Pleasant
V ice-President, Area VII Huntis Black Lometa
V ice-President, Area IX Kenneth Rosenberger Nacogdoches
V ice-President, Area X Lewis Dillon Donna
1955-56 State Officers
Office Name Home Town
President, Area V Royce Bodiford L.; 111 sap
Vice-President, Area I Foster Parker Canyon
Vice-President, Area II Donald Reddell Gail
Vice-President, Area III Delmar Deterllng Schulenburg
V ice-President, Area IV Leo Townsend Abilene
Vice-President, Area VI Johnny Crabtree Sulphur Springs
Vice-President, Area VII Earl Klattenhoff Hutto
V ice-President, Area VIII Olin Boles La Rue
V ice-Presiaent, Area IX Dowell Hunt Cleveland
Vice-President, Area X Arils Adickes Goliad
195 6-■57 State Officers
Office Name Home Town
President, Area V Kenton Harvey Azle
Vice-President, Area I James Dunn Lubbock
V ice-President, Area II Johnny Grissom Lamesa
V ice-President, Area III Finis Welch South Houston
V ice-President, Area IV Donald Davis Stephenville
V ice-President, Area VI Robert Vanwinkle Kilgore
V ice-President, Area VII Leonard Hold Burnet
Vice-President, Area VIII Fred Huskerson Ferris
V ice-President, Area IX Pat Brock Cleveland
V ice-President, Area X Jerry Brooks Raymondvllle
appendix III
STAB LONE STAR FARMERS
1932— Daniel Russ, Mt. Pleasant
1933— William Cude, Beeville
1934—-Hov/ard Dalton, Mt. Pleasant
1935— Meredith Anglin, Gilmer
1936— Lois Gilbreath, Dublin
1937— Homer S. (Dan) Hill, Mt. Vernon
1938— Gus Boesch, Jr., Whitney
1939— Henry Stence, Lorenzo
1940— William H. Summers, Trenton
1941— Ross Foster, Sterling City
1942— C. C. Copeland, Plains
1943— John H. LaRue, Lovelady
1944— Brody Koon, Sulphur Springs 
Star Farmer of the South, 1946
1945— Henry O'Neal, Terrell
1946— Timothy Maresh, Granger
1947— Barney Graves, Jr., Lampasas
1948— Melvin Bonn, Fredericksburg
1949— Reuben Waddell, Spur
1950— George Allen, Tyler
1951— Garland Carroll, Cleburne
1952— A. J. Kitten, Slaton
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1953— Edward Coufal, Temple
1954— Arvlll Newby, Sprlngtown
1955—-Dayton Crenwelge, Fredericksburg
1956— Wess Wise, Santa Anna




District Public Speaking--C. T. Heath, Henderson 
Debating— Willis
1932
Public Speaking— John Lauderdale, Breckenrldge
Band— Bronte
Debate--Mabank
Opening and Closing— Neehes
1933
Public Speaking— J. R. Stuteville 







Public Speaking— James Shoultz, Grapeland
1935
Chapter Conducting— May 
Debate— San Saba 
Band--Grapeland
Public Speaking--Paul Deats, Graham 
Chapter Contest— Dublin
1936
Public Speaking— A. B. Yearwood, StephensVille
D ebat e- -At la.nta
Chapter Conducting— Rochelle
1937
Public Speaking— Kenneth Herder, Weimer 
One-Act Play— Midway
Extemporaneous Speaking— M. H. Turner, Childress 






Public Speaking--Otis Clark, Temple 
Extemporaneous Speaking--Hiram Goad, Midlothian 
News Writing--Edwin Hunnlcutt, Mt. Pleasant 
Debat e--GoldwaIt e 
Chapter Conducting— Roby 
One-Act ?lay--Eustaee
1939
Public Speaking— Sam Couner, Abilene
Extemporaneous Speaking— Lev/is Gibson, Cayuga





Public Speaking--John Lee Shofner, Nacogdoches 
News Writing— Claude Rock, Jr., Cotulla 
Debate— Santa Anna




Public Speaking--Welton Lindsey, Abilene 
News Writing— Jack Abbott, Jacksonville 









































































































Green Hand Chapter 
Canyon
Luther Burbank, San 
Antonio
Burleson

















1 9 5 7
Chapt er Farmer Green Hand Chapter
Gilmer Chapter Conducting Caldwell




STATE PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST
Date Name and Home Town.
1931 Smith Reed, Holland
1932 John Lauderdale, Breckenrldge
1933 J. R. Stutevllle, Gustine
1934 James Shoultz, Grapeland
1935 Paul Deats, Graham
1936 A. B. Yearwood, Stephenville
1937 Kenneth Herder, Welmer
1938 Otis Clark, Temple
1939 Sam Couner, Abilene
1940 John Lee Shofner, Nacogdoches
1941 Welton Lindsey, Abilene 
1942, 1943, 1944— No contest
1945 Bradford Bullard, Shamrock
1946 G. H. Harfst, Alpine
1947 Woody Jackson, Lubbock
WINNERS
Placing in Southern 
Region or Tri-State 
Contest
Third in Southern 
Region
Fourth in southern 
Region
Third in Southern 
Region
Second in Southern 
Region
First in Southern 
Region. Second in 
Natlonal




First in Tri-State. 
Second in Southern 
Region
Second in Tri-State





1948 Jimmy Darling, Abilene Second in Tri-State
1949 Dwight Worley, Abilene No report
1950 Herman Brewer, Jr., Abilene First in Tri-State.
Second in National
1951 A1 Murdock, Grapevine No report
1952 Jack Earl Harrison, Huntington First in Tri-State
1953 Jerry Brock, Centerville First in Tri-State
(Groveton)
1954 Joe Shupak, Lovelady No report
1955 Dickie Rosenthal, Pasedena No report
1956 Eldrldge Roberson, Lott No report




WINNERS OF STATE BEST CHAPTER CONTEST
1931— Mount Pleasant and Chilltcothe mentioned as entering 



























Superior Rat1ng— Floydada, Burkburnett, and Levelland 
National:









Area I Clarendon and Silverton
II Lamesa and Sweetwater
V Whitesboro
VIII Cleburne and Clifton
1957--State:
Super lor Ratlng— Loralne 
Nat ional:
I Silverton and Olton
II Stamford
IV Winters






Home Rlectrifleation— Eugene Jekel, Cameron 
Farm Mechanics--Bert Gibbs, Justin
1947
Farm Home Electrification— Ben Whltehouse, Jr., Burleson 
Farm Mechanics— Billy Flories, Grapevine
1948
Farm Electricity--Billy Renfro, Jr., Dawson 
Farm Mechanics--Douglas Jackson, Rockdale 
Dairy Farmer--Thomas Herring, Jr., Ralls
1949
Electrification— Lloyd Conn, Burkevllle
Farm Mechanics— Wayne Wigley, Jasper
Dairy Farmer--Elton, Stewart, Cumby
Soil and Water Management— Martin L. Miller, Era
1950
Dairying--Billy Paul Russell, Pittsburg 
Farm Mechanics--Lester M. Stanley, Ballinger ’•
Farm Electrification— W. J. Rippstein, Jr., Premont 
Soil and Water Conservation— Dickie Voigtel, Nacogdoches 
Farm Safety--Rusk FFA Chapter
1951
Farm Mechanics--Jim Persyn, Fleasanton
Farm Electrification— John A. Kovar, Ennis
Soil and Water Management--Benny Hamilton, Nacogdoches
Dairy Farming--Garland Carroll, Cleburne
Farm Safety— Schulenburg FFA Chapter
1952
Farm Mechanics— J. 0. Koehl, Fayetteville
Farm Electrlfication--Harold McEwin, Nacogdoches
Soil and Water Management— Cleburn Lincke, Fayettvllle
Dairy Farming— W. R. Herring, Ralls




Farm Mechanics— Lanny Ross Orman, Rosser
Farm Electrlflcation--Melrose Nitsehe, San Antonio
Soil and Water Management--Daniel Schlnkler, Schulenburg
Dairy Farming— Charles R. Allison, Sprlngtovm
Farm Safety--Carnatlon Chapter, Schulenburg
1954
Farm Mechanics--Al Kovar, Ennis
Farm Electrification— Arlln Speed, Sulphur Springs 
Soil and v«’ater Management--Tommy Elledge, Mabank 
Dairy Farming— John D. Hill, Central, Sumner 
Farm Safety— Tyler FFA Chapter
1955
Farm lvleehanics--Ronnle Persyn, Pleasanton Chapter, Leming
Farm Electrification— Howell Moore, Temple
Soil and Water Management--Ruben Mikeska, Temple
Dairy Farming— Jackie Huddleston, Emory
Farm Safety— Clifton FFA Chapter
1956
Farm Mechanics--Jimmy Moran, San Benito 
Farm Blectrification--Harley Doggett, Temple 
Soil and Water Management--Terry Johnson, Mabank 
Dairy Farming— William Gerald Cox, Waxahachle 
Farm Safety--Milby Chapter, Houston
1957
Farm Meehanics--Bobby Gallagher, Robstown 
Farm Electrification— Miller Bailey, Itasca 
Soil and Water Management--Gene Pechal, Kaufman 




1955— Ann Butler, Beeville
1945— Peggy Ritter, El Paso
1946— Jolene Harris, Breckenrldge
1947— Billie Jo Smith, Sweetwater
1948— Melba Roland, Henrietta
1949— Joyce Surratt, Jefferson
1950—-Joan Lake, Jacksonville
1951— Sally Kennedy, Atlanta
1952— Sarah Reynolds, Pittsburg
1953—-Jo Ann Winchester, Welnert
1954— Martha Nell Banks, Waxahaehie
1955— Janet Frederick, Taylor
1956— Gay Chandler, Yorktown
1957— Linda Keeling, Kilgore
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APPENDIX IX
STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
1917
William P. Hobby, Governor and Chairman
B. A. Cox, Acting Secretary of State
L- W. Tittle, Acting Comptroller of Public Accounts
W. F. Doughty, State Superintendent, Secretary, and Executive Officer
1918
William P. Hobby, Governor and Chairman 
H. B. Terrell, Comptroller of Public Accounts 
George F- Howard, Secretary of State
W. F. Doughty, State Superintendent, Secretary, and Executive Officer
1919
William P. Hobby, Governor and Chairman 
H. B. Terrell, Comptroller of Public Accounts 
George F, Howard, Secretary of State
Annie Webb Blanton, State Superintendent, and Executive Officer
1920-21
William P, Hobby, Governor and Chairman
Mark L- WIglnton, Comptroller of Public Accounts
C. D. Mims, Secretary of State
Annie Webb Blanton, State Superintendent, and Executive Officer
1921-1922
Pat M. Neff, Governor and Chairman
S. L. Staples, Secretary of State
Lon A. Smith, Comptroller of Public Accounts
Annie Webb Blanton, Superintendent and Executive Officer
1922-1924
Pat M. Neff, Governor and Chairman
S. L. Staples, Secretary of State
Lon A. Smith, Comptroller of Public Accounts




Pat M. Neff, Governor and Chairman
Henry Hutchings, Acting Secretary of State
Lon A. Smith, Comptroller of Public Accounts
S. M. N. Marrs, State Superintendent and Executive Officer
1925-1927
Mirian A. Ferguson, Governor and Chairman
Emma Grigsby Meharg, Secretary of State
S. H. Terrell, Comptroller of Public Accounts
S. 1L N. Marrs, State Superintendent and Executive Officer
1927-1929
Dan Moody, Governor and Chairman
Jane Y. McCallum, Secretary of State
S. H. Terrell, Comptroller of Public Accounts
S. M. N. Marrs, State Superintendent and Secretary
STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
Name and Home Town 1929-30 1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35 1935-36 1936-37
Nat M. Washer, San Antonio Pres. Pres. Pres. Pres. Pres. Pres.
Mrs. Noyes Darling Smith, Austin V.P. V.P. V.P. V.P. V.P. V.P.
S. M. N. Marrs (Supt.), Austin Sect. Sect. Sect.
C, H. Chernosky, Houston X X X X
Tan Garrard, Lubbock X X X X X X
T. E. Jackson, Dallas X
J. W. 0. O'Banion, Denton X X
Ben F. Tlsinger, Garland X X X X Pres. Pres.
Mr. J. E. Watkins, Henderson X X X X X X X X
J. 0. Guleke, Amarillo X X X X X X X
Ernest Alexander, Ft. Worth X X X X X
L. W. Sogers, Ex-Officio, Austin X
L. A. Woods (Supt.), Austin Sect. Sect. Sect. sect.
R. S. Bowers, Caldwell X X X X
Ghent Sanderford, Austin X X P. Pro-tem X
John Laird, Lufkin X X
James Strong, Carthage X X
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STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION (Cont.)
Name and Home Town 1937-38 1938-39 1939-40 1940-41 1941-42 1942-43 1943-44 1944-45 1945-46
Tom Garrard, Lubbock P. iPro-tem X
Ben Tisinger, Garland X X X
R. S. Bowers, Caldwell X Pres.
Ghent Sanderford, Austin Pres. X
John Laird, Lufkin X X X
James Strong, Carthage X X P.Pro-tem
Dr. J. C. Blair, Kerens X X Pres. X X X
D.F. Youngblood, San Antonio X X X X X X
Irvin T. McCreary, Temple X X X X X X
Max Junker, Dallas X P., Pro-tem P. Pro-tem Pres.
Ben G. O'Neal, Wichita Falls X Pres. Pres. X X X
Homer DeWolfe, Austin X
Royal R. Watkins, Dallas X X X P.Pro-tem Pres.
J. H. Frost, San Antonio X X X
Maco Stewart, Galveston X X X X V.P. Pres.
Phillip M. Stevenson, Houston X X P.Pro-tem Pres. X X
H. C. Custard, Cleburne X X *x
Dr. Austin Long, Valley Mills X X P.Pro-tern
Gilbert M. Denman, San Antonio X X X
Fred A. Wemple, Jr., Midland X X X
C. W. Hanks, Palestine X X X
L. A. Woods, Austin (Supt.) Sect. Sect. Sect. Sect. Sect. Sect. Sect. Sect. Sect.
Mrs. Joseph M. Perkins, Eastland X
C, C. Chesser, Groveton X
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STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION (Cont.)
Name and Home Town 1946-47 1947-48 1948-
Maco Stewart, Galveston X X X
H. C* Custard, Cleburne X X
C. W. Hanks, Palestine P. Pro-tem Pres. Pres
Gilbert M. Denman, San Antonio X V.P. V.P
Dr. Austin Long, Valley Mills Pres. X X
Phillip M. Stevenson, Houston 




L. A. Woods, Ex-offlcio, Austin X X X
Mrs. Joseph M. Perkins, Eastland X X X
C. C. Chesser, Groveton X X X
Vernon D, Singleton, Dallas 




STATE BOARD FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION (Cont.)
Name and Home Town f 1349-50 1950-51 1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 1956-5'
R. B. Anderson, Vernon Pres. Pres. Pres. Pres.
Thomas B. Ramey, Tyler \r.p. X V.P. V.P. Pres. Pres. Pres. Pres.
Leon Coker, Naples X X X X X X X X
A. D, Moore, Beaumont X X X X X X X X
Paul Mathews, Greenville X X X X X X X X
J. F. Kimball, Dallas X X X
Emerson Stone, Jacksonville X X X X X X X X
Jack Binion, Houston X X X X X X X X
Mrs. Joe Wessendorf, Richmond X X X X X X X X
Paul Bolton, Austin X X X X X X X X
Leslie Huff, Waco X X
Cecil A. Morgan, Ft. Worth X X X X X X X X
Neal B. Marriott, Corpus Christl X X X X X X X X
Paul G. Greenwood, Harlingen X X X X X X X X
Herman Rosch, El Paso X X
E. J. Woodward, Sweetwater X X X X X X
A. R. Bivins, Amarillo X X X X X X X X -j 
XE. H. Boulter, Lubbock X X X X X X X
W. W. Jackson, San Antonio X X X X V.P. V.P. V.P. V.P.
Dr. George D. Morgan, San Angelo X
Jack R. Hawkins, Groesbeck X X X X X X
Penrose Metcalf, San Angelo X X X X X X X
A. F. Waggoner, Ft. Worth X X X X X
Eugene R. Smith X X X X X
J. W. Edgar, Austin (Comm, of Ed.) X X X X X
David W. Carter, Jr., Dallas (Term expires 12-31-1952) X
W. C. Graves, Dallas (Term begins 1-1-1953) X X X X
R. Clay Underwood, Wichita Falls X X X
Jack R. Hawkins X X
Mrs. George H. Swinney X X
James W. Harvey X
APPENDIX X
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR THE VOCATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS 
1940-41 to 1956-57
Officers and Directors, 1940-41
Officers:
President— W. E. Williams
Vice-President— J. M. Blnlon
Secretary-Treasurer— L. K. Westmoreland
Directors School Area
Walker P, Todd Seagraves I
J, W. Hulsey Chlllicothe I
J. P. Smith Panhandle I
C. L. Schmucker Bellvllle III
J. M. Binion Brownwood IV
L. K, Westmoreland Huntsville IV
0. B. Rose Graham IV
Doyle Williams Denison V
Porter C. Gentry Justin V
A. L, Crossland Commerce VI
J, L. Gerloff Clifton VIII
W. E. Williams Cotulla X
Officers and Directors, 1941-42
Officers:
President— J. M. Blnlon 
Vice-President--Doyle Williams 
Secretary-Treasurer— L. K. Westmoreland
Directors School Area
Walker P. Todd Seagraves I
J. W. Hulsey Chlllicothe I
J. P. Smith Panhandle I
C. L. Schmucker Bellvllle III
J, M. Binion Brownwood IV
L. K. Westmoreland Huntsville IV
0. B. Rose Graham IV
Doyle Williams Denison V
Porter C. Gentry Just in V
A. L. Crossland Commerce VI
J. L. Gerloff Clifton VIII
D. M. Fairley Beeville X
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Officers and Directors, 1942-43
Officers:
President— Doyle Willlams 
Vice-President— L, K. Westmoreland 
Seeretary-Treasurer— J. L. Gerloff
Directors School
Walker P. Todd Seagraves
J. P. Smith Panhandle
Gene Barnett Memphis
H. M. Garter Sterling City
W. W. Mcllroy Caldwell
J, I. Moore Abilene
Talmadge Wood Melvin
F. A. Lloyd Terrell
Doyle Williams Denison
J. J. Cade Mabank
Sterling Beckham Avery
H. D, Rawlinson Gaston
J. L. Gerloff Waco
A. Childers Mart
L. K. Westmoreland Huntsville
M. R. Hensley Alice




Vice-President— J. P, Smith
Seer et ary-Tr eaaiwer■--J. L. Gerlofl
Directors School
Gene Barnett Memphis
J* P. Smith Panhandle
Walker P. Todd Seagraves
J. Marvin Williams Ballinger
C. H. Brown Centerville
A. I. Edwards Burkett
J. I, Moore Abilene
F. A. Lloyd Terrell
Doyle Williams Denison
H* C. Cade Malakoff
Morris Farrar Linden
H. D* Rawlinson Gaston
A. B. Childers Mart
J. L. Gerloff Waco
E. N» Trant Madlsonville
M. R. Hensley Alice






































Officers and Directors, 1944-45
Officers:
President— Doyle Williams 
Vice-President —  J. P. Smith 
Secretary-Treasurer--J. L. Gerloff
Directors School Area
J. P. Smith Panhandle I
Walter P. Todd Seagraves I
E. C. Caudle Big Lake II
Forest Arnold Cypress III
Ralph Bradley Iradell IV
A. I. Edwards Burkett IV
F. A. Lloyd Terrell V
Doyle Williams Denison V
Sterling Beckham Avery VI
Fred J. Jones Lone Oak VI
H. D. Rawlinson Gaston VII
A. B. Childers Mart VIII
J. L. Gerloff Waco VIII
J. E. Seamans Livingston IX
D. u. Fairley Beeville X
M. R. Hensley Alice X
Officer and Directors, 1945-46
Officers:
President— A# B. Childers 
Vice-President-— F. A. Lloyd 
Secretary-Treasurer— L, M* Hargrave
Directors School Area
Walker P. Todd Seagraves I
L. Hargrave Wolfforth I
Hard Ward. Grandfalls II
Lawson Sowell Frankston III
Ralph Bradley Iradell IV
Roy B« Mefford IV
Doyle Williams Denison V
F. A. Lloyd Terrell V
Sterling Beckham Avery VI
Fred Jones Lone Oak VI
Rushing Manning Tlmpson VII
H. D. Maxwell Rockdale VIII
A. B. Childers Mart VIII
Oran Stanley Groveton IX
M. R, Hensley Alice X
Lewis B. Taylor Pearsall X
Officers and Directors, 1946-47
Officers:
President— H. D. Maxwell 
Vice-President— Walker P. Todd 
Secretary-Treasurer— Lewis B. Taylor
Director School Area
R. H. Davis Seminole I
Walker P. Todd Wellington I
H. M. McLeroy Eden II
Lloyd Henderson Sehulenburg III
E. W. Scott Coleman IV
Lester Smith Meredlan IV
p. C. Gentry Pilot Point V
Doyle Williams Denison V
Sterling Beckham Avery VI
Joe Winkle Pittsburg VI
Clyde Small Lufkin VII
H. D. Maxwell Rockdale VIII
Ralph Russel Waco VIII
R. T. Kerr Goose Creek IX
Oran St and ley Groveton IX
Lewis B, Taylor Pearsall X
Officers and Directors, 1947-48
Officers;




H. E. Owen Lubbock (Cooper School) I
Edward White Muleshoe I
J, R. Cuffman Midland II
M. R. Henslee Lullng III
Lloyd Henderson Sehulenburg III
A. D. Pettit Santa Anna IV
T, G. Caudle Cisco IV
J, T. Rollins McKinney V
Ralph Sanders Garland V
L. E. Stone Mt. Pleasant VI
Joe Winkle Pittsburg VI
Cecil Jones San Augustine VII
H. W. Williams Gladewater VII
B. B. Shaw Belton VIII
Ralph Russel Waco VIII
R. T. Kerr Goose Creek IX
Oran Standley Groveton IX
H. M. Smith Weslaco X
Lewis B. Taylor Cotulla X
Officers and Directors, 1948-49
Officers:
President— Ralph Sanders 
Vice-President— H. W. Williams 
Secretary-Treasurer— Cecil Jones
Directors School Area
H. E. Owen Lubbock (Cooper School) I
Thomas Devin Canyon I
J. R, Cuffman Midland II
E, E. Young San Angelo II
M. R. Henslee Luling III
J. A. Huggins Victoria III
E. W. Scott Coleman IV
T. G, Caudle Cisco IV
E. A. Roguemore Arlington V
Ralph Sanders Garland V
F* A. Lloyd Terrell VI
Morris Trimm Bogata VI
Cecil Jones San Augustine - VII
H. W. Williams Gladewater VII
B. B. Shaw Belton VIII
J. L- Tatum Fredericksburg VIII
R* T- Kerr Baytown IX
A- W. Lilly Corrigan IX
C, E. Choate Edcough X
Henry Moss Devine X
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Officers and Directors, 1949-50
Officers:
President— J. R, Cuffman 
Vice-President— Harvey E. Owen 
Secretary-Treasurer— F. A. Lloyd
Directors School Area
H. E* Owen Lubbock (Cooper School) I
Thomas Devin Canyon I
Walter Labay Spur I
J. R. Cuffman Midland II
E. E. Young San Angelo II
M. R. Henslee Luling III
J. A. Huggins Victoria III
B. J. Joyce Coleman IV
B. R. Hurley Henrietta IV
E* A. Roguemore Arlington V
H. T# Lester Ennis V
E. A. Randels Plano V
F. A* Lloyd Terrell VI
S. A. Beckham Sulphur Springs VI
J. B. Winkle Pittsburg VI
H. C. Bate Lufkin VII
H. W. Williams Gladewater VII
J. C, Fox Moody VIII
T. J. Henry San Saba VIII
J. L. Tatum Fredericksburg VIII
R. T. Kerr Baytown IX
H. M. Durham Woodvllle IX
C. H. Gorham Karnes City X
Henry Moss Devine X
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Officers and Directors, 1950-51
Officers:
President— II. E. Owens 
Vice-President--!!. W. Williams 
Secretary-Treasurer— B. R. Hurley
Directors School Area
H. E. Owens Lubbock (Cooper School) I
J. R. Cuffman Midland II
R. E. Post Colorado City IT
J. R. Jackson LaGrange III
C. H. Gorman Karnes City III
B. R. Hurley Henrietta IV
0. B. Edmonson Cross Plains IV
B. J. Joyce Coleman IV
E. A. Randals Plano V
M. D. Seay Mesquite V
Ray W. Taylor Bonham VI
J. B. Winkle Pittsburg VI
S. A. Beckham Sulphur Springs VI
H. W. Williams Gladewuter VII
H. C. Bate Lufkin VII
J, C. Fox Moody VIII
A. D, Wheat Cleburne VIII
R. T. Kerr Baytown IX
Henry M. Durham Woodville IX
S. T. Brown, Jr. George West X
H. C. Engstrom Pharr X
T. L. Devin Canyon XI
Gene Barnett Plalnview XI
M. R. Henslee Lullng XII
Tom J. Henry San Saba XII
Officers and Directors, 1951-52
Officers:
President— H. W. Williams 
Vice-President— B. J. Joyce 
Secretary-Treasurer— H« D* Roberts
Director School Area
T. L. Devin Canyon I
H. G# Barber Floydada I
Gene Barnett Plalnview I
R. E. Post Colorado II
M* T. Jenkins Coahoma II
Earl Sears Lamesa II
J. R. Jackson LaGrange III
Riley Godwin Alvin III
H. D. Maxwell Rockdale III
B. J. Joyce Coleman IV
Garth Baker Graham IV
Ralph Moser Stephenville IV
H. D. Roberts Denton V
Ray Taylor Bonham V
A» P. Coston Nocona V
H, W. Williams Gladewater VI
Joe Winkle Pittsburg VI
S. A. Beckham Sulphur Springs VI
M. R# Henslee Luling VII
T. D. Tanksley Llano VII
M. E. Death Sablnal VII
A. D. Wheat Cleburne VII
J* H. Merka Rogers VIII
M. S. Hammack Ferris VIII
E. N. Trant Madisonville IX
H. C. Bate Lufkin IX
S. T. Brown George West X
T. E. Carter Laredo X
E. D. Ford Taft X
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Officers and Directors, 1952-53
j
Officers:
President--E. D. Ford, Taft 
Vice-President— T. L. Devin, Canyon 
Secretary-Treasurer— M. B. Keath, Sab Inal
D irectors School Area
H. G. Barber Floydada I
Gene Barnett Plainview X
R. E. Post Colorado City II
M. T. Jenkins Coahoma II
Truett Vines Big Spring II
Travis Reese Rosenberg III
Riley Godwin Alvin III
R. W. Dugger Hearne III
Garth Baker Graham IV
Ralph Moser Stephenvilie IV
B. J. Joyce Coleman IV
J. E. Seamans Livingston IX
E. C. Weekley Lytle X
C. M. Lester Angleton III
C. E. Donnell Kaufman V
0. V. Barker Whitewrlght V
E. A. Randles Plano V
S, A- Beckham Sulphur Springs VI
Joe Winkle Pittsburg VI
Frank Ray Longview VI
T. D. Tanksley Llano VII
J. H. Merka Rogers VIII
T. J. Honeycutt Marlin VIII
M. S. Hammack Ferris VIII
H. C. Bate Lufkin IX
W. M. Ray Hemphill IX




Officers and Directors, 1953-54
Officers:
President— T. L. Devin, Canyon 
Vlce-Presldent--J. B. Winkle, Pittsburg 
Secretary-Treasurer— M. T. Jenkins, Coahoma
Directors School Area
Paul Payne Pampa I
Gene Barnett Plalnview I
R. E. Post Colorado City II
C. L. Montgomery Lamesa II
Travis Reese Rosenberg III
Tom G. Cherry Glddlngs' III
Wayne Volkman Bellvllle III
Archie E. Boyd, Jr. Comanche IV
Tom R* Seely Breckenrldge IV
B. J. Joyce Coleman IV
C, E. Donnell Terrell V
0. V. Baker Whltewrlght V
E. A. Randles McKinney V
Ira E. Black Cooper VI
Frank Ray Longview VI
M. E. Keath Sabinal VII
John W. Holcomb Brady VII
Talmadge Wood Melvin VII
T, J. Honeycutt Marlin VIII
H. D. Kay Troy VIII
Lester Smith Meridian VIII
J. E. Seamans Livingston IX
W. M. Ray Hemphill IX
T. E« Cummings Alto IX
Morris N. Dye Goliad X
Kirk Pettit Donna X
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Officers and Directors, 1954-55
Officers:
President— R. E. Post, Colorado City 
Vice-President— J. W. Holcomb, Brady 
Secretary-Treasurer— S. A. Beckham, Sulphur Springs
Directors School Area
T. L. Devin Canyon I
H. G, Barber Floydada I
F. E. Kennedy Quail I
E. C. Schneider Roscoe II
C. V. Maddoux Odessa II
T. B. Reese Rosenberg III
R. T. Kerr Baytown III
L. J, Tomlin Hearne III
B. L. Coalson Abilene IV
H. L. Geye Rising Star IV
M. L. Myers Crowell IV
J. T. Rollins McKinney V
Gene Foster Whltesboro V
W. C. Griff it t 
R. E. Johnson
Leonard V
J. B. Winkle Pittsburg VI
Max Amann Utopia VII
J. E. McAnelly Hondo VII
T. J. Honeycutt Marlin - VIII
V. C. Marshall Bartlett VIII
J, E, Wester Palmer VIII
R. B. Dennis Nacogdoches IX
T. E. Cummings Alto IX
W* M« Ray Hemphill IX
A. R. Hatcher Beeville X
G. L. McCallister Jourdanton X
W* H. Meischen Raymondvllle X
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Officers and Directors, 1955-56
Offleers:
President— J. B. Winkle, Pittsburg 
Vice-President— R, E. Post, Colorado City 
Secretary-Treasurer— T. J. Honeycutt, Marlin
Directors School Area
T. L. Devin Canyon I
Paul Payne Pampa I
H. G. Barber Floydada I
C. L. Montgomery
Tom R. Seely Breckenrldge IV
Bill L. Coalson Abilene IV
Gene Foster Whitestoro V
S. A. Beckham Sulphur Springs VI
Talmage Wood Melvin VIII
Max Amann Utopia VII
Lester Smith Meridian VIII
W. M. Ray Hemphill IX
Morris N. Dye Goliad X
George L. McAllister Laredo X
E. C- Schneider Roscoe II
Travis B. Reese Rosenberg III
Tom G. Cherry Giddlngs III
R. T. Kerr Baytown III
Archie. E. Boyd, Jr. Comanche IV
C. E. Donnell Terrell V
J. T. Rollins McKinney V
R. E. Johnson Wlnnsboro VI
John W. Holcomb Brady VIZ
H. D. Kay, Jr. Troy VIII
Richard B. Dennis Nacogdoches IX
T. E. Cummings Alto IX
A. R* Hatcher Beeville X
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Officers and Directors, 1956-57
Officers:
President— S. A. Beckham, Sulphur Springs 
Vice-President— T. J . Honeycutt, Marlin 
Secretary-Treasurer— H. G. Barber, Floydada
Directors School Area
F. E. Kennedy Quail I
H. C, Weatherby Shamrock I
E. C. Schneider Roscoe II
C, V. Maddoux Odessa II
T. B. Blankenship Hamlin II
L. J. Tomlin Hearne III
R. T, Kerr Baytown III
T. B. Reese Rosenberg III
M. L. Myers Crowell IV
H. L. Geye Rising Star IV
B. G. Scott Abilene IV
W. C. Griffitt Leonard V
R. F, Shelton Grapevine V
J. C. Reed Garland V
J. B. Winkle Pittsburg VI
L. P. Griffis Deport VI
J, E. McAnelly Hondo VII
George Smith Thrall VII
Everett Harding Manor VII
V- C. Marshall Bartlett VIII
J. E. Wester Palmer VIII
W. M. Ray Hemphill IX
T. E. Cummings Alto IX
Herman Bostick Cleveland IX
W. H. Meisehen Raymondville X
G, L. McAllister Jourdanton X
G. B. Bailey Aqua Ddlce X
APPENDIX XI
FORM USED FOR COLLECTING PERSONAL DATA ON EARLY 
LEADERS IN VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IN TEXAS
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Full Name  _____________________________________________
Date of birth______________________ Place__________________
Did you live on a farm_______ Type of farm_
Number years spent on farm  Special farm responsibilities
High School at tend ed_
Date graduating from high school_
Colleges Attended





3  . ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Books, Bulletins, Circulars, etc. 
you have had published
Title Publisher Date




Elective offices you have held In the Organizations listed above:
Organization Office Years
Honors You Have Received in Recognition of Outstanding Services 
in Your Professional Field
(Future Farmers of' America, Higher Education, 
Testimonial Dinners Etc.)
Honor Date and Place Awarded
t
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Religious and Civic Organizations You Have Actively Participated in:
Organization Type of Participation
Probably all men at one time or another during their lifetime 
have championed a cause with varying degree of success or failure. 
Briefly describe what you believe to be your greatest contribution 
to vocational agriculture, directly or Indirectly.
(
VITA
Julian Clarence Green was born October 22, 1910, in the 
Woods Post Office Community, Panola County, Texas. His parents,
Ralph E. and Nettle Ann Green, moved to the community of Paxton in 
Shelby County in 1912, where he grew up on a general livestock and 
crops farm.
Re attended the Edgefield Rural School for ten years, and 
graduated from Tenaha High School in 1930. He enrolled in the Agri­
cultural and Mechanical College of Texas in the fall of 1930. Eco­
nomic conditions forced him to attend college intermlttlngly for the 
next five years, but he received the Bachelor of Science Degree with 
a major in Agricultural Education in May 1935. On July 1 of the same 
year he began work as a teacher of vocational agriculture at Zavalla 
High School in Angelina County. September 28, 1935, he was united 
In marriage to Miss Hlldegarde Mueller of Yorktown, Texas, On 
October 4, 1937, he accepted a position as teacher of vocational 
agriculture at Lufkin High School. He was awarded the Master of Edu­
cation Degree, with a major In Agricultural Education, from the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas in August 1946. He re­
signed from Lufkin High School January 27, 1947, to accept a position 
as Assistant Professor of Agriculture at Stephen F. Austin State 
College, Nacogdoches, Texas. When the Agricultural Department was
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approved to train teachers of vocational agriculture in 1950, Green 
was assigned the duties of teacher trainer, a position he now holds.
He was admitted to the Graduate School of the Louisiana 
State University in 1952, and began course work toward an advanced 
degree during the summer term of that year.
Mr. and Mrs. Green have two children; a daughter, Peggy Ann 
is twenty-one years of age, and a son, Jimmy, is twelve years old.
EXAMINATION A N D  THESIS R E P O R T
Candidate: Julian C« Green
Major Field: V oca tio n a l A g r ic u ltu ra l  E ducation






Date of Examination: A p ril 26, 1958
